
1408 ,a>tAonu] AORRESPONDENCE. [Nov. lo, Igo.

would " put to shame" in a midwifery examination a medicsl
student of three years' standing ! The late Sir William
Priestley in the House of Commons spoke of her as skilled.
Dr. Farquharson, the late Chairman of the Parliamentary
Bills Committee, supported the Bill in the House of Com-
mono, and both these gentlemen declined to introduce the
Bill drafted by the Council of the British Medical Association
because of its restraining clauses. Sir 3. Batty Tuke, in his
maiden speech in the House of Commons, supported the Bill,
and presumably all these gentlemen were familiar with its
provisions. These, Sir, are published facts, and I will now
ask if it is the opinion of the members of the Association that
the honour or the welfare or the dignity of our Associatioa is
advanced by the presence of men who can so lightly fritter
away the good name of an honourable profession and a worthy
Association.
Another reference. Sir John Williams, in an address at the

opening of a Welsh medical sechool this session, animadverted
in very strong terms upon the evils of advertising quacks. I
wonder were his hearers aware that he has lectured In a
fashionable West End drawing room to a bevy of ladies,
matrons, and probably maids on the great advantages of
legalising the practice of midwives without medical control!
Our Council, however. is hopeless, and let me bring the

matter up to the present date. When the last Midwives Bill
was introduced into the House of Commons the Council at
once took it up and modified it without, as the Chairman of
the Subcommittee, who had the matter in hand, said, seriously
interfering with its principles. Now, every one except the
Council knows quite well that the principle of the agitators'
Bill is practice of midwifery by midwives without the " inter-
vention; of a medical practitioner. The Council suddenly
dropped their Midwifery Nurses Bill, and now I see the Sub-
committee is reappointed to consider it. I presume this is a
toy which will last them until they have another scare from
the Midwives' Institute.
The end of all this simply means that the Council is entirely

in favour of midwifery lectures to midwives and the conse-
quent diploma or certificate, or whatever form the document
takes, so long as it will gratify the vanity of those aspirants to
a degree in medicine without education, and be most attractive
to the public.
At present I refrain from any comment on the letters of

your correspondents published in Saturday's JOURNAL; these
gentlemen will be thoroughly dealt with by others than
myself.-I am, etc.,
Old Trafford, Nov. 6th. JAMES BRASSEY BRIERLEY.
SIB,-The cause of the resolution. which I had the honour

of seconding, passed by the Council of the Medical Guild on
October I ith, published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
October 20th, page 1222, and resulting in the resignations of
Dr. John Scott and Dr. A. W. W. Lea, as well as the appear-
ance of their letters in the JOURNAL of November 3rd, page
1346, was the following advertisement which appeared in the
Manchester ElBening Neivs of September 20th:
M ATERNITY HOSPITAL, 6o, Upper Brook Street. Manchester.-l LECTURES on MIDWIFERY, to Midwives-and ,Monthly NuTses,will be commenced on October ist.-Apply Matron.
Any stranger reading Dr. Scott's letter might ran away with

the impression that what he is doing is to educate existing
midwives only, and all for the benefit of the poor, whereas the
advertisement is an inducement to any woman to attend the
lectures, after which they are examined and certified, or as is
understood by the general public " diplomated," and so
highlv do these unqualified assistants, and yet independent
practibioners of midwifery, value this document, that they
frame it and place it in their windows. One of these I
saw in a window a few yards awayfrom Dr. John Scott's house
this morning, with his signature appended along with two
others, and it states that she has attended lectures on the
science and art of midwifery and nursing, and on the diseases
of zewly-born children, and that in their opinion she is com-
petent to act as a midwife.
I will not trespass further on your space than to ask the

readers of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL to peruse the above
alongside Dr. Scott's long letter, and to bear in mind that
these women pay a fee for the lectures and another fee for
the examination.-I am, etc.,
Ardwick Green, Manchester, Nov. 6th. G. H. BROADBENT.

INSURANCE COMPAN[ES AND THE PAYMENT OF
MEDICAL REFEREES.

SIR,-Some correspondence has lately been printed in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL on the fees proposed to be given
by a wealthy American life.insurance company to its medical
examiners. It appears that some British offices have not an
exalted view of the value of medical services. I was lately
asked to examine for the Abstainers and General Insurance
Company, whose offices are in Birmingham. They offer the
following fees:

£s.d
Assurances under 50o .... 0 2 6

,, Of soto oo ... ... ... 0 5 0
,, of XIOcto oo ... ... ... ozo 0
O,Of £590 and upwards 0... ... I O

For half a crown they ask an examination of the heart,
lungs, kidneys, liver, and the circulatory system, and replies
to sixteen questions. For the ten shillings'-worth they supply
a form i6 inches long to be filled up, and require an examina-
tion of the urine. Need I say that the appointment for this
district is still open ?-I am, etc.,
Felixstowe, Nov. 6th. C. G. HAVBLL.

SiIR,-You have bad recently considerable correspondence
on this subject, and the offering of inadequate fees to the
medical referees.
A company of good standing and repute offered me a fee of

ios. for such a report in a case about a month ago. I wrote
saying I would send report for a guinea, as the report was
either worth that or nothing. I got the guinea. I think so
would every medical referee if he insisted.-I am, etc.,
Londonderry, Nov. 5th. W. B. HUNTER.

SIR.-As you are publishing a good deal about life insurance
fees, I would like to enclose a paper which I have to fill for
the Government for 5s.! I happen to have this by me, because
a candidate has not turned up. When for a small insurance,
the Government does not pay, but the candidate pays 2a. 6d.,
and I must not ask more.-I am, etc.,
October 20th. p. .

*%* The form which our correspondent encloses contains
twelve questions to be answered by the medical examiner if
the proposer be a man, fourteen if a woman, involving a phy-
sical examination of the chest, as to vaccination marks, and
as to rupture, in fact a complete physical examination, for
the twelfth question is, " Is the proposer now in good health
and free from disease?" If the proposer be a woman, the
question whether'she is pregnant must be answered. Then
follow four questions which must be addressed to the proposer
by the medical examiner, who must note the answers in the
margin. The medical examiner is required to state any other
information which he "has elicited, and may think would
tend to a better appreciation of the value of the life." Finally,
he is required to sign the following:

MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OPINION.
Having carefully examined , the proposer, and considered

the above evidence, 1* recommend the Postmaster-General
to insure the life of the proposer at the ordinary rates of premium.
I have read over to the proposer the answers taken down by me to the

questions put by me, and I have also read over to the proposer the
declaration at the foot hereof, which has been signed by the proposer in
my presence.

Signature of medical examiner
Address

day of I9
* Insert here "do" or " do not," as the case may require.

A MEDICAL AMBASSADOR.-Dr. Eduardo Wildo, the new
Minister from Argentina to the United States, at the time of
his appointment held the post of President of the Argentine
National Department of Hygiene. He planned most of the
medical colleges and hospitals throughout Argentina, and has
won distinction as a writer on medical subjects. His first
diplomatic work was the negotiation of the Sanitary Conven-
tion between Argentina and Uruguay in 1872.

ERRATUM.-In Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Keegan's letter on
the Mortality of Suprapubic Lithotomy in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of November 3rd, p. 1347, the third sentence of the third paragraph should
read as follows and not as printed: "Fabricant does not give the ages of
these 66 patients nor the average weight of the calculi removed, and I
therefore fail to see how a bald statement of thi8 kind can help Dr. zum
Busch," etc.
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