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IT Queris, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
pecdal departfmnts of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOuRNAL are devoted wUil be
found under their respective headings.

OVURIU98.

WVE would request correspondents who desire to ask questions in this
column not to make use of such signatures as " A Member," " A Mem-
ber B.M.A.," Enquirer," and so on. By attention to this request mucb
confusion would be avoided.

T. asks to be recommended a good gas stove for the waiting-room. He
has no fireplaee, and his desire is to get a stove that is odourless.

INQUIReR asks for experiences of the motor driven by gas (coal) made by
Dunkleys, Birmingham.

FAR AWAY asks for experience regarding the use of luminous paint for a
"night bell," where it can be obtained, cost, and if easily renewed.

POCKET SPITTOONS.
ODR. RICHARD PURDON (Belfast) asks information as to the best form of
pocket spittoon. For some titne, he adds, I have been using Detweiler's
flask and a modification of the same, but I find the screw on the bottom
is very hard to keep water-tight, and allows fluid to escape into the
pocket. Some sorts without the bottom screw seem to me hard to
clean in a thorough aseptic manner.
*** The pocket spittoon sold by Mr. Martindale (xo, New Cavendish

Street, W.) would seem to meet the requirements. It was illustrated in
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL ofAugust 4th, p. 332.

TREATMBNT OF RINGWOR.M.
I-NEA asks whether any reader can suggest a remedy with any
hope of certainty for ringworm of the scalp in young children. I have
(he writes) tried the following, amongst other things, with no result to
speak of: Ung. hydrarg. ammon.. hydrarg. perchlor., varying strengths;
hydrarg. perchlor. in acid. acet. i in Ioo; carbolic acid, varying strengths;
formalin ditto; salicylic acid sulphur. precip. ; chrysarobin (Unna's
method) persevered in for lour months; 1Gn. iodi and tinct. iodi.
ichthyol. boric acid, etc. These have been tried in a most painstaking
and careiul manner, but in spite of it all the old patches remain as far
from cure as ever, and fresh ones keep cropping up. The fungus is the
1small-sPored one. Epilation, scrubbing with ethereal and other solu-
tions of antiseptics have also been tried, and the disease has now been
running on for about thirteen months.

ANSWERS.

Mas. C. T.-(I) The Editor cannot give medical advice. (2) A sanitary
expert should be consulted.

EUAN.-Public Health Laboratory WVork, by Dr. H. R. Kenwood, 2nd edition
(London: H. K. Lewis, I8go, ios. 6d.) will be found a suitable book. It
contains particulars of the chemical work required from those present-
ing themselves for examination for a D.P.H.

Dr. MEREDITH YOUNG, M.O.H. (Public Health Department, Stockport)
writes: "Bacteriologist" will flnd some interesting matter relating to
the part played by germs in the destruction of the body after death in
last report of the Principal Medical Officer to the Local Government
Board, published by Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode. The article in
question is by Dr. Klein.

BICUSPID.-(I) The names of dentists qualified to practise can be ascer-
tained by reference to the Dent8sts Register. (2) We would refer our
correspondent to the answer to a similar query, which appeared in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 8th, 3goo, page 704, headed
"Certifying Surgeons under the Factory Acts."

LIGHT.-Our correspondent will probably find the information which he
requires in the report of a committee of the Society of Arts on the Exhi-
hibition of Acetylene Generators at the Imperial Institute a couple of
years ago. which was .published last year, and can, we believe. be
obtained from Mr. William Trounce, zo, Gough Square, London, E.C.,
price one shilling.

A CASE FOR DIAGNOSIS.
EDR.H.OPPENHEIMER (SouthHampstead) writes: "Puzzled's" case,published

in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Sept. i5th, p. 787, appears to me sus-
picious of empyema of the antrum or other accessory nasal cavity.

WORKS ON PLAGUE.
M.B. writes: Dr. J. Reynolds, Brixton Hill, S.W., will find an excellent
account of the bubonic plague, as it occurred at Hong Kong in i893 in
epidemic form, in the Army Medical Department Report for the year
I893, page 330.

HEAT SPOTS.
M. D. suggests to C. 0. the use of ung. acid. carbol. weakened with adeps,
and the internal administration of pot. brom. and sodii bicarb. in
mixture. Benger's food Is worth a trial, with peptonised milk as an
altermative.

HOW TO KEEP THE HANDS CLEAN.
DR. H. OPPENHEIMER (South Hampstead) writes: " Epidermis " might find
the addition of a good proportion of glycerine to the water advan-
tageous. I should also recommend him to rub the following ointment
well into the skin at bedtime: P, Acid. salicylici, viij gr.; sulphur
praecipitat., xxv gr. ; lanolin, glycerin, &S8ss.

UJNcToRwrites: The condition described is probably a mild eczema. It
requires a soothing treatment; anything irritating makes it worse. Soap
should be used as little as possible. Soft water is preferable to hard,
but the hands should not be washed often. Olive oil applied at bedtime
with gloves worn at night, will soon Improve matters. Glycerine diluted
-with an equal bulk of water may be applied through the day; a few
drops at a time, notenough to moisten the skin.

B.S.LOND.
ExAMINER.-We do not think our corrrespondent could improve on the
works he mentions. Tilmaun's System of Surgery (Kimpton 6 s.) might
be used as a book of reference, and monographs such as Jacobson's
Operations of Sur.ery (Churchill, 348.), Treves on Inte8tinal Obstruction,
and H. Morris on the Surgery of the Kidney should also be read. Our
correspondent might perhaps get assistance of the kind he requires at
Cooke's Medical School, London.

SALARY OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF FEVER HOSPITALS.
N.-The payment of medical officers to infectious hospitals varies very
much, an weare notawareof anypractice sufflicientlygeneral to be called
" usual." The officer is very commonly the medical officer of health,
and often the duties are included in his salary, without defining what
proportion of such salary is allowed on account of the fever hospital
work. Where a separate amount is paid in respect of the work the
amount given is of course dependent on the size of the hospital. With
a small hospital, of 20 beds or under, £5o per annum is a sum often
allowed, but 250, or even more, is paid tor medical attendance on the
large hospitals.of Ioo beds or over.

AIX-LEs BAINS.
B. L. M. writes: In reply to " B. G.": (I) Treatmentis carried on throughout
the year, but the season (places of amusement and visitors) cease by the
end of October. Baths are free to medical men, and half price to their
families with them. Casino and cercle (not theatre) free to medical
men and families. The English doctor leaves about October 15th.
Bathers who have to be carried home pay from 1.50 to 2f. according to
distance. They should buy their" Peignoirs" themselves before start-
ing their baths, otherwise the hotel servants will provide second-hand
ones at over first-hand prices. (2) The Hhtel Britannique is close to the
baths and has at present the most English visitors.

ANTISEPTIC VACCINATION.
DR. HENRY LISTON (Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator, No, 4 District,
Snnderland) writes: In reply to " Didymus " in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL forSeptember 8th, my routine proceeding is as follows: On
visiting a case to be vaccinated I first wash the arm with a piece of ab-
sorbent eucalyptus wool moistened with a saturated solution of acid
boric. I then dry the arm with another piece of eucalyptus wool. Then
I apply the lymph and make small scratches with a modified " Cooper
Rose" needle point. Instead of the sliding arrangement, whereby the
needles are exposed or covered. I use needles in a fixed case. These
cases I can screw into a common handle, so that I can use a separate set
of needles for each arm. The needles are easily sterilised, either in
flame from a spirit lamp at the time or when at home by boiling in a test
tube. Aitervaccinating I applya piece of "provac,"and directit to be kept
on as long as possible. That day week on visiting the case, if the pocks
have taken, I put on a dressiDg of carbolated.vaseline (from a collapsible
tube) on a piece of lint, and direct the mother to put on a similar dress-
ing of vaseline or cold cream night and morning.

WINTER RESORT FOR CHRONIC PHTHISIS.
B. writes: In answer to " Member" regarding a winter resort for chronic
phthisis with flabby heart and albuminuria, etc., I see Aberdovey has
been suggested. and beg to enclose meteorological report for winter
months, I899; time, 8 A.M.:

Air Temperature.

Date. Rain. Bright'
.Maximum. Minimum I Mean. Bunshine.

1899. Deg. Deg. Deg. Inches. Hours.
January 48 44 46.o 4.39 55.8
February 49 41 46.5 1.63 118.2

March 45 41 43.0 1.75 191.9

October... 54 50 52.0 3.45 153 9

November ... 53 49 5s.O 1.92 49.6

December .. 43 39 41i.0 2.66 69.2

I have seen phthis'cal patient s such as described benetit a gooa deal by
a few months' residence in Aberdovey. The place faces S.W., looking
on Cardigan Bay and is on the estuary of the River Dovey. It is splen-
didly sheltered from the north, and to a very great extent from the
east. Living during the winter months would not be very expensive.
The ground dries up very quickly after rain. What may be a drawback
to some ought to be mentioned, and that is that there is practically no
social life in the place. It is a very quiet little town, and the main
interest, apart from the grand scenery, is the daily life of the working
people, shipping, etc. The open-air method of treatment can be wel
enough carried out here in some of the houses.

DR. D. LIVINGSTONE DAVIES (Criccieth, North Wales) writes: I would beg
to suggest that " Member's" patient should give the rising health resort
of Criccieth a trial. As Barmouth is one of the places suggested, I may
goint out that Cri¢cieth is only 24 miles distant on the coast line of
ardigan Bay. An official guide, price 2d., to Criccieth can be obtained

from Messrs. Gibson, Terra"e Road, Alervstwith.

NODT, LETZTES Ute,

ERRATuM.-In the query from " Zephyr " published on August i8th, xgco,
p. 467, the word " toxicity" in the twenty-first line sht uld read
"t onicity."
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