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THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS IN PARIS.

N. W.-The matter of the French railway concession referred to by our
correspondent was brought under the notice of the various English rail-
way companies in May, and they agree in stating that it is of little, if any,
value to British travellers. The excursion fares to Paris are so small
that the price of a single ticket to Paris added to the single fare from
the frontier town back to England amounts to the same, if not to a
larger sum of money than the cheap ticket. There are the additional
inconveniences of being unable to register the luggage through and of
having to take separate tickets. The German rairways are mostly
owned by the State, and are consequently somewhat less enterprising in
the matter of cheap tickets than our own.

NOTES. LETTERS. Etc.

RzBMAN LIMITED have been appointed agents for Dr. Lustig's antiplague
serum for this country and the Colonies.

ACADEMIC COSTUME.
M.D. writes: In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Of July i4th "HH." writes,
referring to the Ipswich meeting this year, that men should bring their
gowns, "so that the parade or procession to church may be impressive
as well as picturesque." It might be picturesque, but I fail to see how
a lot of medical men walking through the streets dressed up in gaudy
eostumes is impressive-rather, I should say, laughable or most regret-
able, according in which light you regard it. " H." goes on to say: " St.
Luke's Guild at St. Paul's is crowded with men in various gowns and
hoods, and is a complete success." I beg to differ from him, as it is veryfar from being a " complete " success; there are many, like myself, who
never attend the service, thinking the way in which the medical men
are marshalled is very objectionable, the miost gaudily attired, namely,
those with M.D. gowns being put first, and made to march up the aisle
lined by men wearing M.S. gowns, F.R.C.S. gowns, etc., as though they
were something vastly superior. Forthe Church Service at St. Paul's to
be a "complete" success all medical men should come in ordinary
attire and to my mind the same applies to the Ipswich meeting.

FELLOW AND DOCTOR writes: At a certain medical school on prize-giving
day, the public, including many medical men, are invited to the cere-
mony, at which the teachers of the school appear in gown1s and hoods to
which they are entitled. Would it be etiquette for the medical guests to
appear in the gorgeous costumes they are entitled to, or are the school
officials to have the sole advertisement ? Although not deeply interested
in the matter, I think all medical men entitled to special costumes
should wear them at functions where uniforms, etc., are worn ; it would
give them a better locus standi, and add to the brightness of the
ceremonies.

ANTIRUMBUG writes with regard to " H's " letter: I think it an excellent
idea. Gowns certainly add greatly to the dignity of the wearer, and I
think the public would respect us far more, and credit us with a greater
amount of knowledge, if, like the clergy, we wore a special garb. For
some time past I have been in the habit, when attendlng an infectious
case, of borrowing a nightgown from the patient, and this I have put on
over my ordinary clothes. I have found, without exception, that my
entrance thus attired has made a great impression on the patient, and
has in addition the great advantage of not even entailing the expense of
a "few shillings a day," which"EH."Iinforms us is the chargefor thehiring
of the regulation academic costume. For the public to see us, even once
a year, properly attired, were it only in a cap and bells, would, I feel
sure, greatly redound to our credit.

EPIDEMIC DIARRiII,A.
DRL ALFRED ASIBY, M.O.H. (Reading), writes: In reply to Dr. C. Stuart
Vines, I should like to draw his attention to the work which is beingdone by the Home Counties Branch of the Incorporated Society of
Medical Officers of Health in endeavouring to promote uniformity incertification and classification of "diarrhoea" deaths, which have
hitherto been in a state of utter and hopeless confusion. If hewill
refer to Public Health for June, 3898, p. 293, May. xI899, and June, 1900, he
will see that the matter is being energetically dealt with, and that the
Royal College of Physicians, while insisting upon the specificity of the
disease, have now authorised the use of the term " epidemic enteritis "
(or, if preferred by the practitiouer, " zymotic enteritis ") as a synonym
for epidemic diarrhcea (Nomenclature of Diseases, p. 9. ed. I896), and that
they urge the entire disuse, as synonyms of epidemic diarrhema in
medical certificates qf death, of such terms as " gastro-enteritis,"
"muco-enteritis," "gastric catarrh," etc. In future the only authorised
names to be used in certifying deaths from this disease are: epidemic
enteritis, zymotic enteritis, or epidemic diarrhcea, whilst all other
synonyms are to be entirely discarded. It is most desirable that all
medical men should strictly adhere to this authoritative decision of the
College. The late Dr. Ballard showed that this is a specific disease
which occurs in persors of all ages, and that it may happen in other
other than epidemic seasons, under which circumstances the employ-
ment of the alternative term zymotic enteritis would appear desirable.
*** The report of the Royal College of Physicians of London was

published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOUIRNAL, February 3rd, I900, p. 269,
and the action of the Society of Medical Officers of Health was ex-
plained in a leading article in the JOURNAL of April 2IXst, p. 977.

THE PRINCIPLES AFFECTING THE CONDUCTION OF BOUND BY THE BONES
OF THE HEAD.

DR. W. COLQUHOUN (Glasgow) writes: In his mathematical investigation
Dr. Gray makes the following assumptions: (i) That the curve of a hori-
zontal section of the normal half membrane is an arc of a circle ; (2)
that the centre of this arc is on a line representing a section of the
meatus wall; (3) that the curve of the section of the altered membraneis also an arc of a circle; (4) that the two arcs touch one another. One

has the impression that so many assumptions make a rigorous investi-
gation out of place, and that it would have been of equal scientific value
and of more value to the non-mathematical reader to have asserted: (IX
An arc is longer than its chord; (2) an arc of greater curvature on a
longer chord is longer than an arc of less curvature on a shorter chord.
The discussion of the other points raised by his letter would require a
small volume, and I will content myself with the statement that I do
not agree with him that the membrane can be of much importance im
the transmission of molecular vibrations to the chain of ossicles from
the bones of the skull, and that when I meet exceptions to the rule that.
increased bone conduction is accompanied by increased rigidity of the
chain of ossicles I think it more philosophic to examine the other con-
ditions which make for better bone conduction than to disbelieve my
rule. I will merely indicate the conditions: (i) The condition of the
bones of the skull; (2) the position of the stapes; (3) the pressure within
the labyrinthine fluid; (4) the condition of nerve supply; (5) the pro-
bable action of the stapedius and tensor tympani museles; (6) the nature
of the increased rigidity ofthe chain of ossicles, and whether they have a
point d'appui corresponding to the probe in Dr. Gray's experiments.

INFANT FEEDING.
DR. T. D. COOK (Torquay) writes: It seems to me desirable that a law
should be passed that when an infant is registered the registrar shallP
give the person registering the child a pamphlet on the feediDg and care
of infants. This would bring desirable knowledge into every child'-
home, and make the plea of ignorance a thing of thie past.

LETTERS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC., have been received from
A Messrs. Arnold and Sons, London ;tAnother M.D, M.S.'- [Antihumbug Mr. W. I.
idhisoD, (laagow ;jA. Aehby, MK.B., Beading B Messrs. C. Barker and Sona, London;
It6asshr. 7.2Boyleanid Son, London, J. M. Barbour, M.B., Swanage; J. A. Balck, M.B.,.
Winchester; J. J. Buchan, M.B., Motherwell; Dr. T. C. Booth, Manchester Mr. J. B.
Blackett, London. C Mr. W. B. Colquhoun, Sandhurst; J. Culross, M.B.,
Newton Abbot; Mr. A. Craske, Torquay: Mr. A. H. Cresswell, Cinderford;
Cinchona; Mr. S. Cowell, London. D D. S.; Dr. A. Duke, Cheltenham; R. Daniel.
M.B., London. E E. N.; Dr. A. Eddowes, London; Epigenesis. F Fellow and
Doctor; Fiat Justitia; Mr. W. Fingland, Liverpool; Mr. J. E. FitzGerald, Grahamstown;.
Dr. T. Fisher, Clifton. G Messrs. U. W. Greeff and Co., London; Dr. H. Gervis, London;
T. E. Gordon, M.B., Dublin; D. A. W. Gilchrist, La Bourboule. H Mr. D. Hume,
London; Dr. F. T. Hall, London; Dr. J. Highet. Workington; Dr. J. Haddon, Den-
holme. I Messrs. Isenthal and Co., London. J J. T. S.; Justemente; Mr. F. F. Jones,
Bath; Mr. G: Jackson, Plymouth; Dr. C. E. Jenniogs, London; Dr. Mary D. Jones.
New York; Jupiter. K Dr. E. Klein, London; Mr. W. G. King, London; Dr. W. W.
Keen, Philadelphia; Mr. C. M. Kempe, New Shoreham. K G. R. Leighton, M.B..
Pontrilas: Dr. H. L. Lack, London; Mr. C. S. Leadbetter, Manchester; H. W. Lyle,
M.B., London; Mr. H. Liston, Sunderland. MI Mr. J. J. de Z. Marshall, Teddington;.
Dr. C. G. Morice, Greymouth, N.Z.; Dr. A. MacGregor, London; Messrs. May and
Baker, London; Mr G. D. Mackintosh, London; Mr. D. J. McVeagh, Coventry; Miss
Maule, Loodon; J. K. MacMahon, M.B., London; W. J. Munro, M.B., Sydney; Dr. J.
W. Martin, Dumfries; Mr. J. Marsh,lShanklin, IW.f; M.B.; Mr. J. H. Morgan, London.
N North Cambs. Hospital, Secretary of, Wisbech; Mr. E. Nicholson, Liverpool. 0 Dr.
J. F. O'Carroll, Dublin. P Plain Hat; Dr. J. E. Platt, Manchester; Dr. W. S. Playfair,
London; Dr. G. S. Perkins, London; Dr. G. C. Purvis, Grahamstown; Mr. G. Pernet,
London; Dr. C. B. Plowright, King's Lyrn. R R.A.M.C.; Mr. G. W. Iobertson,
Grahamstown; Mr. F. J.fRoberts-Dudley, Stalybridge; Dr. W. B. Ransom, Notting-
ham. S Messrs. Street and Co., London; Mr. R. B Smith. Hinckley; Surgeon; W. G..
Spencer, M.B., London; Mr. G. F. Sydenham, Dulverton. T Dr. F. S. Toogood, London;
Dr. J. C. Thresh, Cbelmsford; Mr. E. Trimmer, London; Dr. F. Taylor, London; Dr.
J. L. W. Thudichum, London. V Victim; Mr. W. Van Praagh, London. W W. D. J.;
W. L. W.; Wimbledon; Miss M. Wyatt, London; Dr. U. Wilson, Alloa; Mr. H. Waite,
Armley; Mr. W. WiJekesakene, Kotagala; Dr. W. G. Walford, London. Z Zephyr; etc,

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED.
Functionelle und organieche Nervenkrank- tTeler Entartung. Von Dr. P. J. MWbiua.

heiten. Voni trofessor Dr. H. Obers- Wiesbaden: J. F. Bergmsnn; ancl
teiner. Wiesbaden: J. F. Bergmann; Glasgow: F. Bainermeister. 1900. Is, 3d..
and (tlasgow: F. Bauermeis.er. 1900. SciLadel und Auge. Von Dr. Fritz [)anzlger.
ls. 3d. Wiesbaden: J. F. Bergmann; and

Verhandlungen der sechszeheten Versamm- Glasgow: F. Baniermeister. 1900 39.
lung der Gesellschaft fOr Kindetheil- Die anorganischen salze im menschlichen.
kunde in Mtinchen. 1899. Wiesbaden: Organismus. Von Dr. R. Brasch. Wies-
J. F. Bergmann; and Glasgow: F. baden: J. F. Bergmann. and Glasgow:
Bauermeister. 1900. 8s. F. Bauermeister. 1 00. 2s. 6d.

Die therapeut ischen Leistungen des Jahres, Die operative Beseitigung der durchaichti-
1899. liearbeitet und herausgeben von gen Linse. Von Prof. Ernst Pffilger.
Dr. Arnold Pollatshek. Wieshaden: J. Wiesbaden: J. F. Bergman:n and Glas-
F. B'rgmann; and Glasgow: F. Bauer- gow: F. Bauermneister. 1900. 7s. 9d.
meister 1900. 8s Die Aetinlogie der geburtshtilflichen Damm--

Der Pemphigus und die essentielle Schruim- verletzung und der Dammsachutz. Von.
pfung der Bindehaut des Auges. Von Dr. med. M. Krantz. Wiesbaden : J. F.
.Or. E. Franke. Wiesb3den: J. F. Berg. Bergmann: anti Glasgow: F. Bauer-
mann: and Glasgow: F. Bauermeister. meister. 1900. 3s.
1900. 3s. 9d.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAt.

Eightlinesandunder ... ... ... ZO 4 o
Each additional line ... ... ... ... o o 6
A whole column ... ... ... ... I 17 6
A page .. ... ... ... ... 5 5 0

An average line contains six words.
Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the

Office, not later than first post on Wednesday morninig preceding publica-
tion; and if not paid for at the time, should be acconmpanied by a reference.
Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the Britisli Aledical Asso-

ciation at the General Post-Office, London. Small amounts may be
paid in postage-stamps.
N.B.-It is against the rules of the Posi Office to receive letters at Postea

Restantes addressed either in initials or numbers.

ERRATUM.-In the note on the Prevention of Tuberculosis, in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of July 7th, p. 44, the County of Durham Sanatorium
should have been described as situated at lorn -*Hall," and the
initiator thereof as Dr. William " Robinson."
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