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infant. All these and much more of the same sort
I should have been taught, and would have had plenty of
time to learn while I was attending lectures on chemistry,
botany, zoolovy, etc., and all these and much more which I
should have been taught I had to learn for myself in after-
years at the expense of my patients, and now I find that my
sons are being taught in the same old style, and that the ex-
traction of lecture fees is still the main business of our medi-
cal corporations.

It would be useless to go over again the ground so fully
covered by Dr. Saundby, with every word of whose address I
am in full agreement. All honour to him for so boldly raising
the standard of revolt.
A writer in a contemporary says: "We wonder when the

common sense of the main mass of the profession will insist
upon the rational education and examination of medical
students." So do I. Certainly they will have little chance
of obtaining such reform while the regulation of medical
teaching and examination is practically altogether controlled
by those who represent vested interests, and are elected not
by the mass of the profession, but by the office holders of
the corporations. In fact, the whole tendency seems to be
to add on more lectures and more fees.
There can be no objection to making the student of medi-

cine pay handsomely for his education, but let it be an educa-
tion which will fit the majority for the work of their lives, and
not a sham attempt to create ambulatory encyclopeedias of
superficial knowledge.-I am, etc.,
October ioth. M.D., T.C.D.

VOLUNTARY AMBULANCES AND NURSING IN
SOUTH AFRICA.

SIR,-Before there is a general advance against the Trans-
vaal and the Orange Free State there will be ioo,ooo British
troops and levies in the field. Judging by previous experience
IO per cent. of these, or io,ooo, will suffer from wounds or
sickness; this is, if anything, a low estimate. I do not think
our existing organisations are Drepared to meet such a strain.
Just now it is a sickly season; malaria, dysentery and enteric

tever will be prevalent. Such cases are essentially nursing
cases, and do not stand transport well. If reasonably
comfortable arrangements can be made they should be
nursed on the spot. If is perfectly certain that existing
organisations will do everything that lies within their power,
but it is my belief that their efforts will require to be supple-
jmented if our men, troops, and levies, are to receive the
necessary attention.
A large and varied experience has taught me that in such

circumstances the best work is done by independent am-
bulances that are sent out fully organised and equipped; and
though acting under the orders of the military authorities are
at once self-contained units, with theirown personnel, material,
and transport. These ambulances should above all be
supplied with an ample staff of nurses, especially those who
understand " sick cookery."
Ambulances sueh as above indicated were seen in the

Stafford House organisations in Turkey and in South Africa in
I879-80. It seems to me that the present crisis demands such
services again.
With more especial reference to the wounded, it must

be remembered that in a month or two the climate in the
uplands of South Africa will be all that can be desired,
and on that account it is a matter of the first importance
that sufficient medical aid end skilled nursing should be
available in the immediate neighbourhood of the operations.
Where climatic conditions on the spot are favourable for
treatment, it is obviously not desirable to subject the
wounded to the disadvantages of a long transport to the sea-
board.
It is not an uncommon experience that the aid of civil

ambulances is more readily accepted by the sick and wounded
of the enemy than that of the more essentially military
organisations. A good deal of racial animosity at present ex-
ists in South Africa, and anything that tends to mitigate
that feeling makes for peace and better relations when the
war is over. Though this may seem to some a trivial idea, I
think that it might be made to bear great fruit in the iuture.-
I am, etc.,
Hertford Street, W., Oct. I7th. GEORGE STOKER.

MEDICAL ORGANISATION.
SIR.-Dr. Crawshaw, while advocating in the BRITISH

MEDlCAL JOURNAL of October x4th, p. 1043, his scheme of
medical organisation, Jays much stress on the inadvisability
and impossibility of getting the British Medical Association
to do the work that the proposed new society would do. He
considered that it would take a long while to make the Asso-
eiation change its attitude in regard to medico-political ques-
tions, and that a separate organisation would more quickly
obtain the support and opinion of the whole profession ; but
the Association is the profession, at least 52 per cent. of the
profession, and it has taken more than half a century to grow
to its present size. Is it likely that a new society would grow
to anything like that size in the time that it might take to
change the methods of the older society ? Moreover, the
energy spent in forming the new society would, I believe, if
applied to the older one, start it into fresh life and bring it so
large an access of members as to make its numbers more
nearly 90 per cent. than 50 per cent. of the profession.
There may be difficulties in the way, but they are not in-

superable. The Association would certainly require altera-
tion of its present organisation before it would be capable of
acting in the name of the proiession; but these alterations, to
my mind, would rather improve than otherwise its opportu-
nities for scientific work. As I pointed out in the JOURNAL of
July r5th, the present mixture of science and ethics at Branch
and general meetings spoils both, and if it were arranged
practically to separate thenh so that the scientific meetings
were, in Dr. Crawshaw's words, "unhampered with ethics and
politics," it would undoubtedly be to the advantage of
both.

It is an error to suppose that the AssocXation was intended
to be a purely scientific body, one of its objects, as stated in
the Memorandum of Association, being "the maintenance
of the honour and the interests of the medical profession."
Neither do I think it should be considered necessary for the
" two kinds of work " to be prosecuted by " totally different
sorts of men." There will be many who care only to interest
themselves in scientific questions to the exclusion of all
political questions, and vice versd; but the man who is
interested in both will take the widest view and probably
give the soundest advice; and in this respect I do not con-
sider the dreaded presence of a goodly proportion of consult-
ants in the Association by any means a disadvantage to the
general practitioner. Many consultants have been general
practitioners and held appointments as club surgeons, parish
doctors, etc., and had to fight their way as hard as if not
harder than other medical men, and the qualities which
enabled them to gain their position and the experience they
gleaned in their fight must mark them as likely to be good and
valuable counsellors. I doubt whether their influence exists
to the extent suggested. Even if the ratio of consultants to
general practitioners is greater in the Association than in the
whole profession, their actual number does not in any way
approach a majority.
Nobody, I suppose, considers the annual general meetings

to be either representative or, except for merely formal busi-
ness, effective. But the Association has, in theory, at any
rate, a representative body, the Council, the members of which
are for the most part elected by the various branches. The
members of Dr. Crawshaw's society would, I take it, elect a
representative council in much the same way. Neither in the
Association any more than in the proposed new society is there
any need for medical men to leave their practices " for days
together," as they can express their opinions at the usual
Branch meetings.
No doubt though, as a matter of fact, the Council is not

representative, and that apart from the presence of the vice-
presidents, who would be removed by the resolution of a
general meeting; but this is the fault of the members of the
Branches, who will not take the trouble to elect men who
really represent their views, or rather, I should Eay, to a cus-
tom which has grown, and under which representatives on the
Council have come to be looked on by the Branch as perma-
nent, that is, their annual election is taken as purely a matter
of form. It probably seems ungracious to suggest the dis-
placement of members who have been long on the Council
but if any progress is to be made in the organisation anai
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