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doubtful. Granted the necessity, the volume is on the whole
succinctly and effectively written.
DR. ARNOLD POLLATSCHEK, who is a practitioner at Carls-

bad, has for the last nine years employed his leisure during
the off-season in compiling with much labour a yearbook of
treatment (Die therapeutischen Leistungen des .ahres I897.
Wiesbaden: J. F. Bergmann; and Glasgow: F. Bauermeister.
I898. Demy 8vo pp. 376. M. 6.30) consisting of abstracts of
the most noteworthy papers of the year dealing specially with
therapeutics in medicine, surgery, and gynecology. The
special departments, such as the ear, throat, and eye, are
only dealt with in relation to general medicine. Naturally
a very great variety of subjects are considered, including
bicycling, female dress, lumbar puncture, new drugs, the
treatment of aneurysm, dyspepsia, and many other matters
of perpetual interest to medical men. In every ease a short
but concise and clear abstract of the original communication
is given.
WE have received the ProcAes- Verbaux, Mvmoires et Discussions

of the Eleventh Congress of the Association Frangaise de
Chirurgiewhichwasheld inParis from October I8thto23rd, I897.
The volume (Paris: Fdlix Alcan), which is edited by Dr. LuCIEN
P1cQu.t, Secretary General, reaches only us between ten and
eleven months after the conclusion of the Congress. The two
chief discussions were on contusions of the abdomen, and on
the indication for treatment by operation or otherwise of
cancer of the rectum. The papers by those who introduced
these subjects are elaborate essays containing much valuable
historical and analytical matter, but the discussions, as is so
often the case, seem to have been apt to tail off into a report
of cases. The volume, which is provided with a table of con-
tents and indexes of subjects and authors' names, contains
many interesting clinical papers, is adequately' illustrated,
and appears to have been very carefully edited.
The Ilustrated Annual ofMicroscopy (London: Percy Lund,

Humphries and Co. I898. 28. 6d.) is intended essentially
or amateurs, and no detailed review of it need therefore be
here given. The field of microscopic research can no longer
be seriously dealt with by microscopical societies, nor can the
results of microscopic investigation in their entirety be set
forth in microscopical journals. The appearance of such
popularising works, however, is always welcome, since no
better proof could be given that science is pursued by many
(not professionally engaged in it) purely for the intellectual
pleasure and profit derivable from it. Although the publica-
tion is intended for amateurs, it may be doubted whether any
information is to be derived from microphotographs of bacteria
reproduced by "process" through a particularly obvious
screen, the result being that the individual features of the
different organisms are as effectively eliminated as they would
be in one of Galton's composite photographs. Still for a volume
of I64 pages published at so cheap a price, the Annual, as a
whole, is profusely and not unsatisfactorily illustrated.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES.
X8etic Ligatures--Ligatures prepared by Messrs. Seabury

and Johnson, of New York, seem likely to meet a need occa-
sionally felt by surgeons who are suddenly called upon to
operate without having at hand ligature or suture material
*hich they have themselves carefully prepared, or on which
they can thoroughly rely. The advantages claimed for these
ligatures, which advantages, however, can be determined
only by prolonged clinical and bacteriological trial, are that
the catgut and silk of which they are composed are rendered
absolutely sterile, and that as a result of special and careful
packing in sealed capsVIes they reach the hands of the surgeon
direct from the steriliser.
Aseptic Pocket Knife.-Messrs. Maw, Son and Thompson

have made for Dr. Ridge, of Enfield, a very convenient form
of knife for surgical purposes. It is small and light, and can

be readily submitted to thorough and complete sterilisation.
It is specially intended for the ordinary surgical pocket case.
The handle forms a light, though strong, metal sheath, opem
at the front and back into which the blade, when not in use,
is inserted. The blade when withdrawn for use and fixed at
the end of the sheath is held firmly as the result of an in-
genious arrangement by which the haft slips into a long
spring. This arrangement can be adapted to various shapes
of blade, and the knife can be made either single or double
with the two blades side by side or end to end. Thehandle-
or sheath is nickelled, and being wholly of metal can be
rendered aseptic in any approved way.

Sato for removing Stif landages.-Our attention has- been
directed to a saw specially designed for the removal of
plaster-of-paris and other firm bandages. This instrument,
devised by Mr. E. G. Kendall, of High Street, Harborne,
Birmingham, is so formed that the toothed edge of the saw

will enable the operator to cut through a casing of any thick-
ness without cutting or injuring the flesh. Although we
cannot see how, in careless hands, such an accident can be
avoided by the use of this in the place of any other cuttin
instrument, we are of opinion that it acts speedily ant
effectively in dividing any hard casing, and that it is likely,
either alone or in association with other tools, to prove use-
ful in the completion of what is often found, both by sur-
geon and patient, a very tedious operation.

MEDICINAL AND DIETETIC PREPARATIONS.
Aseptic Femtale Catheter Stand.-This simple and useful ap-

pliance, made by Messrs. Reynolds and Branson, Leeds, con-
sists of a thick glass slab which carries a ringed metal frame-
for six wide and strong glass test tubes. The metal is thickly
tinned and the whole can be boiled without injury. The tubes
are made of a length suitable ior the ordinary short female

Icatheter, and the slab is furnished with a frosted slip uporL
which the vatient's name-
can be written opposites
her own catheter.
This is an extremely

convenient means of
keeping catheters im-
mersed in antiseptic:

- M - . _Jfluid, and of preventing
the indiscriminate usesof the same instrument
among a number of pa-

tients. The apparatus would, however, be improved by the
addition of glass or metal caps for the test tubes to keep out
dust, etc.; otherwise they should be plugged with cotton wool.
Gynsecological wards and lying-in hospitals should find the
catheter stand very useful.

St. Ronan's Natural Mineral Water.-Our analysis of a
sample-of this water shows that the amount of organic matter
is very low, and unobjectionable in character so far as this
can be ascertained by chemical analysis. The results affori1
no evidence against the claim that the water is a pure natural'
mineral water properly charged with gas, and it may there-
fore be accepted as such-as a pleasant and palatable table.
water. The proprietors are the St Ronan's Wells and Mineral
Water Company, Innerleithen, N.B.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.1981.1826 on 17 D
ecem

ber 1898. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

