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THE TEACHING OF OTOLOGY IN THE PROPOSED
NEW UNIVERSITY AT BIRMINGHAM.

SIR,-My attention has been drawn to the list of professors
and lecturers which it is proposed to elect on the teaching staff
of the projected medical department of the new Birmingham
University.
As published in the press, I do not observe that any

provision is to be made there for the teaching of otology,
either by the election of a professor or lecturer. It will be
within the recollection of your readers that when I had the
honour of presiding over the Aural Section of the British
Medical Association at its meeting at Newcastle I gave an
address upon the general want of such teaching in England
as compared with other countries, and I was supported in
my contention by two able articles in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL. Since that time, and I venture to believe in con-
sequence, medical schools have elected, where required, lec-
turers or professors of otology.
On this account I was surprised to find that in casting the

curriculum of what will certainly be an important provincial
university in the future, the subject of aural surgery was to
be wholly neglected. It is not my purpose here to draw
attention to the great need which still remains for putting
otology in its proper place in England. This is well known;
but I feel impelled to protest against this teaching body being
considered complete without either a lecturer or professor of
aural surgery. If in commencing such a school funds are
found to be wanting, I have no doubt the Committee would
have no difficulty in securing, at a small honorarium, the
able services of a well qualified local aurist.-I am, etc.,

H. BENDELACK HEWETSON,
Ex-President of Aural Section of the British Medical

Association; Honorary Ophthalmic and Aural
Surgeon, General Infirmary, etc., Leeds.

November 23rd.

EARLY FEEDING IN TYPHOID FEVER.
SiR,-In his comments in the JOURNAL on my paper

on the Treatment of Typhoid Fever published in the previous
number Dr. Barrs urges that I should not only have men-
tioned his recommendations, but also the results of the cases
on which they were based. But it is not possible, within the
limits of a half-hour paper, to quote cases from publications
referred to, and I gave the reference to the paper from which
I quoted, and assumed that the professional audience I
addressed were acquainted with it. Moreover, I did not
question the results Dr. Barrs obtained so far as those cases
went, but accepted them, and on the strength of these and
other similar cases I wrote in the very sentence from which
Dr. Barrs quotes: "Cases do occur with little or no intestinal
ulceration in which solid food might be given, early with
advantage."
The main purport of my paper was to show that typhoid

fever had altered in type in the direction of less severe and
less frequent intestinal ulceration. In this belief I have
frequently given solid food earlier than is usually recom-
mended, and.I quite agree with Dr. Barrs that in many cases
no ill results ensue.
But in some cases, even when the patient has had a great

desire for solid food, I have seen rapid rises of pulse-rate and
of temperature follow its administration, and sometimes
tympanites and diarrhoea. And I have several times been
summoned to see patients on account of very serious sym-
ptoms-in one case melhena-having followed the taking of
solid food before convalescence was established. While
agreeing with Dr. Barrs that solid food might often be given
earlier than is usually advised, I submit that a series of suc-
cessful cases of such procedure does not justify the proposition
that a patient's desire for solid food is a safe guide for its
administration.-I am, etc.,

London, Nov. 2ISt. SIDNEY PHILLIPS.

COCAINE IN RIGID OS.
SIR,-In connection with this subject I should like to record

the following case:
I had just read the latest letters on the subject in the

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, when an urgent message came
from a woman in labour. On arrival I found it was a case of
eclampsia, the convulsions following one another in quick
succession, the woman being perfectly unconscious, and pulse

very weak and thready. She was a primipara. I gave her a
rectal injection of hot water, injected I gr. of morphine, and
sent for assistance, intending to give chloroform and termi-
nate labour as quickly as possible. While waiting I thought
of the cocaine, as the os was very rigid and only slightly,
dilated. As soon as the chloroform administration was begun
I applied the cocaine, and by the time she was sufficiently
under I could pass my hand (cone shaped) into the os, and
within about three minutes had the forceps on. I think it is
in cases of this sort that the cocaine will be found most.
useful.-I am, etc.,
Tyldesley, Lancs., Nov. 20th. SYD. W. MAY.

THE PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS.
SIR,-In connection with the difficulty of compensation to.

farmers for destruction of tuberculous cattle, it seems to me
the following questions are important:
What is the value of a tuberculous milch cow?
What financial benefit is likely to accrue to a farmer frorn

keeping tuberculous cows in the same cowhouses with healthy
cattle ?

Is compensation for this destruction, duly adjudged, likely
to overbalance the consequent effect-namely, saving our
children from loss of life and limb ?-I am, etc.,
Victoria Square, S.W., Nov. I4th. THOMAs GLOVER LYON, M.D.

RESECTION OF THE INTESTINE.
SIR,-Will you allow me to correct a slight error in your

account of my case of resection of the intestine read before
the Clinical Society on November iIth? The length of in-
testine removed was 272 inches, not 241 as stated.-I am,
etc.,
Wimpole Street, W., Nov. I8th. R. CLEMENT LUCAS.

OBITUARY,
WE regret to announce the death of Mr. WALTER EDWARD

HACON of Christchurch, Canterbury, New Zealand, which
occurred suddenly from apoplexy at the comparatively early
age of 47. He was the son of a medical man, and after a dis-
tinguished career as a student at Guy's Hospital, he became a
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, and a
Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians of London in
I872. In the following year he obtained the Licence of the
Society of Apothecaries. He was for some time Resident
Medical Officer at Warwick Asylum. On leaving that institu-
tion in I879 he proceeded to New Zealand. For a year he
acted as Surgeon to the armed constabulary on the West Coast
of the North Island. He was then appointed Resident Medical
Officer in charge of the Sunnyside Asylum. This office he
held until I887, when he settled in private practice in Christ-
church. Mr. Hacon was essentially a kindly man, and took
the greatest interest in his asylum patients, never thinking
of his own comfort if any of them needed his help by day or
night. He was very fond of children, and was always ready
to do what he could to relieve suffering. He took a keen in-
terest in all professional matters, especially sanitary reforms.
and the prevention of disease, and kept well abreast of pro-
gress in all departments of medicine and surgery. While at
the Asylum he was struck with the difficulty of 'procuringpure calf lymph for vaccination purposes, and having inocu-
lated some calves he procured a large supply of lymph, which
he distributed throughout New Zealand. He was the founder of
the Canterbury Branch of the St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion, and gave enthusiastic support to every scheme for bet-
tering the condition of the community. Mr. Hacon married
a daughter of the late Mr. Le Grand Campbell of Wellington,
and leaves her and three young children to mourn his loss.

WE have to record the death on November I5th of Mr.
JAMES YOUNG SIMPSON YOUNG, who obtained the degrees of
M.B., C.M.Edin. in I89I. He was the son of the late Dr.
James Young of Edinburgh and for seven years acted as
medical officer to the Oddfeilows Society in Edinburgh. In
May last he was appointed Resident Medical Officer of the
Corstorphine Convalescent Hospital. His death was due to
pneumonia. Dr. Young was of a retiring disposition, but pos-
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sessed many friends, and during his student days took ar
active interest in the religious meetings held by the late Pro.
fessor Henry Drummond.

THE death is announced of Dr. ANDREW of Glossop, at the
age of 46. He had been for some years in failing health, and
seriously ill for several months from hieart disease. He had
resided and practised in Glossop for nearly a quarter of a cen-
tury. He received his preliminary education at the Bath
Grammar School, and his medical education at Owens College,
Manchester. He was Surgeon to the Wood's Hospital,
Glossop, and for many years conducted an extensive practice,
during the course of which he earned the respect and affection
of his patients, not least of the poor. He also took an active
part in municipal affairs, having been twice elected a member
of the Town Council.

ROYAL NAVY AND ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES.
ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE.

THE following qualified candidates have beein appointed Surgeons, dated
November 8tll: JOHN BOYAN, WILLIA1 Hf. DAW, CYRIL SHEPHERD. HUTGH
L. NORRIS, ADRlEN A. FORRESTER, M.B.. JAMES M. E. SWAINSON, JOHN
STODDART, M.B., JAMES A. FORREST. M.B., WARREN G. WESTCOrr,
FRANCIS J. MCKENNA, M.B., FAIRMAN R. MANN, WILLIAM31 W. KEIR, M.B.,
EDWARD C. SAWDY, PERCY H. BANNISTErR, MB... RICHARD S. OSB3ORNE,
MERVYN W. FALKNER, EDWARD 0. B. CARBERRY, M. B., JOHN K. RAY-
MOND, M.B., HENRY W. M. REES.

THE NAVY.
THEs following appointments have beeni Inade at the Admiralty: WILLIAM
H. DAW, CYRIL SHEPHERD, HUGH L. NORRIS, A. FORRESTER, M.B., JA3MES
M. G. SWAINSON, JOHN STODDART, M.B., JAMES A. FORREST, M.B.,
WARREN G. WESTCOTr, FRANCIS J. MCKENNA, M.B.. FAIRMAN R.
MANN, EDWAIRD C. SA-WDY, PERCY H. BANNISTER, M.B., WILLIAM
W. KEIR, M.B., RICHARD S. OSBOIRNE, MERVYN W. FALKNER, EDWARD
0. B. CARBERRY, M.B., JOHN K. RAYMOND, M.B., HENRY W. M. REES,
and HENRY R. GARDNER, M.B., Surgeon-s, to tile V1ictory, for the Haslar
Hospital November 8tlh; HERBERT L. PENNY, Surgeon to the Cape of Good
Hospital, November 28tli; GEORGE G. BARRETT, Surgeon, to the Pembroke,
November 28tll; HERBERT H. PEARSE, Sur-geon, to tile Deflance, Novemllber
I8th; WALTER H. S. STALKARTT, Suirgeon, to tlhe Vecrnon, November i8th;
HORACE ELLIOTT, M.D., Staff Surgeoni, to the Pliloiniel, Deceimber iSt,
PERCY W. BASSETT-SMITH, Staff Surgeon, to tile Ganges, December ist.

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL NICHOLAS LEADER lias reti-ed 01nretired pay. He
was appointed Surgeon, February 3rd, i878, Surgeon-Major February rd,
I890, and Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel, FebruarY 3rd, I898. lIe was in tlle
Egyptian war of I882, receiving the medal anld Khedive's bronze star, and
in tlhe Soudan campaign in 1885, when- lhe was present in the reconnais-
sanice to Hasheen, in the engagements at liasheen and the Tofrek zereba, at
the attack on the convoy on March 26tlh, and at the destruction of Temai;
for this campaign he received two additionial clasps. He was also in tile
Chitral Relief Force under Sir Robert Low in I895, receiving tlle medal
with clasp granted for that campaign.
Lieutenant-Colonel K. S. WALLIS also retires on Iretired pay. His comn-

missions are as follow: Surgeon, August 4tll, x878; Surgeon-Major August
4th1, I890; and Lieutenant-Colonel, August 4th, I898. He served in tile
Zulu war of 1879. and in the subsequent operations against Sekukuni in-
cluding the storming of the stronghold-slightly wounded (medal with
clasp); in the Boer war in i88o-8r in medical clharge of the garrison at
Potchlefstroom during its investment (slightlywounded); and witlh the
Nile Expedition in 1884-85 in charge of Inovable field h-ospital, being
present in the reconnaisance to Metammeh (imiedal with clasp, and
Khedive's star).
Captain W. S. DOWMAN, who entered the service as Surgeon-Captain

July 28th, i886, is promoted to be major.

ARMY MEDICAL RESERVE.
SURGEON-CAPTAIN C. GODSON, M.D., i8th Middlesex Volunteer Rifle
Corps, to be Surgeon-Major.
Surgeon-Lieutenant A. HENDERSON, M.B., ist Aberdeensliire Royal

Engineers (Volunteers), to be Surgeon-Lieutenant.

INDlAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
THF undermentioned Majors, having coinpleted twenty years' full pay
service, are promoted to be Lieutenant-Coloniels, September 3oth: Bengal:
T. H. SWEENY, D. F. BARRY, M.D., G. F. A. HARRIS, J. ANDERSON, M.B.,
C. J. BAMBER, M. O'DWYER. Madras: C. MALLINS, M.D., E. M. DAMLA,
H. ST. C. CARRUTHERS. Bombay: C. G. W. LOWDELL, H. B. BRIOGS, M.B.,
W. P. CARSON, M.B.
The following Captains, lhaving completed twelve years' full pay service,,

are promoted to be Majors, from September 30th :-Beingal: B. J. MAC-
NAMARA, M.D., H. W. PILGRIM, M.B., G. B. FRENCH, F. W. THOMSON, M.B.,
E. H. BROWN, C. N. BENSLEY, M.B., S. H. HENDERSON, M.B., D. W. SCOT-
LAND, M.B., C. R. M. GREEN, J. H. SELLICK, M.B., E. C. HARE, F. C.
CLARKSON, J. G. JORDAN, H. M. MORRIS, A. R. P. RUSSELL, M. B., J. MOR-
WOOD, M.D. E. A. W. HALL, M.B. Madras: R. H. CARTER, F. G. MAID-
MENT, I. P. `3YLE, D.S.O. Bombay: B. B. GRAYFOOT, T. E. DYSON, M.B.
Lieutenant ERNEST LE F. PAYNE, Madras Establishment, has been

transferred to the half-pay list.

Colonel D. F. BATEMAN, Madras Establishment, lhas retired from the
serivice, wlic hle Cntered as Assistanlt SurgCon, Marchl 3ISt, I865. He was
witlh the Burmese Expedition in 1885-6, and lhas the Frontier miiedal with
clasp.
Major M. B. BRBAGANZA, Bombay Establislhment, lhas also retired fronlb

thle service, hiis first commission dating fromn April 2nd, I88I. He served
ill Burmall ill i886, and received the Frontier miiedal wvitlh clasp.

THE MEDICAL CHARGE OF IMPERIAL SERVICE TROOPS.
THE Secretary of iState for India has sanctioned a graniit of extra allow-
ances for the additional medical cliar-e of Imperial Service troops on
field service. This sanction applies to any cases wlhieh may l-ve
occurred during tlle recent frontier operationis.

SICK SOLDIERS AT THE ALDERSHOT STATION.
THIS incident, to wvlich we made allusion in the BRITISH MEDICALI
JOURNAL of Septermiber 24tll, in an article onl Medical Notes on the
Manlcuvres, lias elicited froni the Secretary of State for War an explana-
tion, in a letter addressed to Mr. A. F. Jeffreys, M.P., who wrote on the
subject to the War Office two montlhs ago. The Secretary of State for War
writes: "Tue initial mistake consisted in the medical offieer in charge
lhanding over a party of 2I invalids to a lance-corporal of a line'regiment,
to be conducted by train to Aldershot, alnd at the same time omitting to,
furniili the lance-corporal with written instructions. Tlhe second imiistake
al-ose froni the lance-corporal misunderstanding the verbal instructions
giveni himii; but blailne for the error can lhardly be attached to a soldier
called oni suddenly to assume a position of responsibility outside his
proper sphere. Tlhe whole incident was, in tlhe opinion of the Secretary
of State, most regrettable, and the officer responsible for tlle grave error
of judgment lhas been celnsured accordingly."

TILE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS IN INDIA.
A CORRESPONDENT writes that miiedical service in India is anything but
pleasant. In the hot weatlher, wlhen all other officers rush to the hills,
the imiedical officer has to remain in the plainis, for it is his busiest
time. The officers of the Indian Medieal Service are constantly moved,
away from tlleir chaniges oni urgent duties, and the R.A.M.C. have to
take their places, in addition to tlleir own station hospital work; true,
they get extra pay for clharge of a native regiihuent, etc., but that does
not lessen the strain of the work; and the multiplication of duties is
absolutely prolhibitory of leave. In fact, the brunt of the work in India,
falls upon the junior underpaid R.A.M.C. officers; the principal medi-
cal officers who heap work upon them do niot seem to consider their
physical well-being. The claims of juniol offlicers to privileged leave
following the late campaign hlave often been set aside in favour cf
seniors, wlho had no such claims.

THE PLAGUE AND ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS.
THE Principal Medical Officer HerMajesty's forces in India lhas been asked
for the services of sixteen medical officers for employment on plague
duty.

MEDICO-LEGAL.
APPEAL AGAINST A CONVICTION IN SCOTLAND UNDER THKE

MEDICAL ACTS 1858.
IT appears fromi the report in the Glaesgow Herald of November 37th anui
i8th, that Abraham S. Eastburn, of 13, Cambridge Street, Glasgow, sought
(before the Lord Justice Clerk and Lords Trayner and Moncreiff) suspen-
sion of a conviction obtained against him in the Sheriff Court of Glasgow
on a complaint at the instance of the Registrar of the Branch in Scotland
of the General Council of Medical Educationl and Registration of the
United Kingdom.
The charge as reported was that on July 13th last he wilfully and falsely-

took and used the title o-r addition oft A.M.S.," thereby implying that he
was recognised by law as a practitioner in medicine in contravention of
Section LX of the Medical Act I858.
The complainer was convicted by Sheriff Substitute Boyd and fined ,2a,

to be paid to the Treasurer of the General Medical Council.
The complainer contended that the conviction was incompetent. That

it proceeded upon evidenice which was wrongfullyadmitted by the sheriff,
notwithstanding objections taken by the complalner. The "wilfully and
falsely taking and using the title or addition of A.M.S." was not a contra-
vention of the Act, nor did it imjply that the complainer was recognised
by law as a practitioner inmedicine in contravention of Section XL That,
the charge vas unfounded, and was not proved, and the conviction was,
bad and false, and ought to be quaslhed. FnLtlher, the proceedings dii
not set forth all the documents pr-oduced at the trial as required by the-
Summary Procedure Acts. In particular, it did not set forth the two
volumes produced by the respondent purporting to be printed copies of
the Medical Register fol I896 and I897.
The complainer also stated that when he applied for a stated case, the,

Sheriff Substitute refused to include the note of the evidence in terms
of the Summary ProsecutionsAppeals (Scotland) Act, 1875. He was there-
fore compelled to bring a Bill of suspension.
After arguments by counsel on behalf of the complainer and respond-

ent, in the course of which it was stated that the letters " A.M. S. " meanti
American medical specialist, the Court rose.
The hearing of the case was resumed on the following day, and after

hearing counsel for the complainer and respondent, the Lord Justice
Clerk in giving judgment said that this prosecution was based under a
special statute. That which was charged against the accused was made
Subject to a penalty in order to protect the public against persons profes-
sing to practise as medical men or surgeons under qualifications held
forth which they did not possess.
Mr. Guthrie (counsel for the respondent) said the objection to the

charge here was a technical objection. He was not quite sure that this;
was a quite correct description of the objection, and even if it were, they
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