
I 1E98 TAX'.,] CORRESPONDENCE. [OCT. 15, 1898.

Sir George lived long enough to see the steam spray turned
out of the infirmary; but had anyone in those days dared to
suggest it was an unnecessary article of hospital equipment,
I can well imagine the righteous indignation of the Professor
would have well-nigh annihilated him. I only contend that
we should allow experience and common sense as much share
in the forming of our opinions on the proper care of a mid-
wifery case as theoretical deductions. I would commend to
Dr; Jardine and all other teachers, who by reason of their
position are apt to give their statements on the fashion of " I
have spoken," a poem by Rudyard Kipling wherein it is stated:

There are nine and sixty ways of constructing tribal lays
And every single one of them is riglht.

-I am, etc.,
Tarporley, Cheslhire, Oct. zitlh. ALLEN MCC1ULLOCH.

DEATHS IN CHILDBIRTH.
SIR,-As there is a tendency to blame the general practi-

tioner for the high mortality in childbirth, the following
statistics from private practice may be worthy of publication.
Out of 850 consecutive cases there were 4 deaths, I from
uraemia, I from pulmonary embolism, I from double pneu-
monia (which brought on labour prematurely), und i from
septicemia. This patient was suffering from acute gonor-
rhoea at the time; the labour was perfectly normal. So far
the mortality is not excessive, but what of subsequent cases?
These have a mortality of 25 per cent. There were 8 cases
with 2 deaths, neither of which were due either to septic-
aemia or to the inexperience of the attendant.-I am, etc.,
October 8th. G. P.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND PREPARATORY
SCHOOLS.

SIR,-Will you be good enough to give publicity to the
following facts, which I think should be widely known in the
interests of parents and schools ? I have a preparatory school
for boys, and for some years I made use of the following certi-
ficate, which I asked parents to fill up before the beginning
of each term, and this was regularly done;

CERTIFICATE.
I certify that ... ...... is quite fit to return to school, that

he has not lhad any infectious illness during the holidays, neither has he,
to the best of my knowledge, been exposed to any danger of infection
during the three weeks preceding his return to school.
During these years measles (twice), chicken-pox, and

whooping-cough were introduced into the school, and could all
be traced unmistakeably to the holidays, in spite of this
certificate, and, as a climax, a boy returned with scarlatina in
its very mildest form, but with throat slightly ulcerated and
a faint rash. The consequences were disastrous to me,
resulting in no fewer than I5 cases, and involving me in a
pecuniary loss of over /50o, besides all the inconvenience
and loss to parents caused by the illness and breaking-up of
the school. I have now obtained the almost unanimous
consent of the parents to a still more stringent precaution.
I require a medical examination and certificate dating not
earlier than the day previous to the boy's return to school.
The certificate appended to the one quoted above reads thus:

I certify that I have this day carefully examined ....................................
who returns to school to-morrow, and that there are no signs of any
infectious complaint about him.

(Signature of medical man)
......... . . . . . .. . . . . .

In addition to this I get my own school doctor to see all the
boys immediately on their arrival at school. On Friday my
boys came back to school, 21 of us travelling together in a
saloon from London. On our arrival my doctor found that
one boy admitted having some spots on his body; he
examined him and found well-developed chicken-pox, some
of the spots being obviously about a, week old. The boy
knew he ad been having " heat spots " for some time. The
doctor at home saw him on the Thursday, after which he was
poorly, and his temperature rose to ioo. i ;.so the doctor was
sent for to see him again the same evening and again on
Friday to satisfy the mother that he was fit for school. I
hold the doctor's certificate worded exactly as above.
Chicken-pox being what it is and the boy having been for
over an hour in the train with so many others, I fully expect
that every-boy in the school who has not previously had the
illness will have it now, and all their parents and the s 3hool
m,ust suffer accordingly.

But this is not all. Finding that this particular boy said
the doctor had not examined his body 'on the Thursday, I
pushed my inquiry further with the following results.:-Out
of 32 boys, whose certificates I hold, only 14. had been ex-
amined on their chest, 17 in the throat, several had simply
been told to put their tongues out, and 5 had not been ex-
amined at all either as to tongue, throat, or. chest, and none
at all were examined on the head. The net result is that out
of the 23 medical men from various parts of England and
Scotland only 7, including 2 distinguished London doctors,
made a thorough examination before signing this explicit
declaration-" I have carefully examined.'
Such a cursory examination as satisfied most of these

gentlemen would have failed to discover the case of searla-
tina referred to above quite as surely as it failed to discover
the chicken-pox on the present occasion.
My object in writing to you, Sir, is to ask your assistance in

bringing this matter before the medical profession, who are in
many ways the best friends of schoolmasters, whose sym-
pathetic help is so necessary to us, and with whom we wish
to work in complete harmony. But my recent experience
seems to show that many of them scarcely quite realise yet
the importance of safeguarding schools from epidemics, or the
ease with which the first symptoms of infection may escape
even the professional eye. For obvious reasons I can only
sign myself
'September 28th. A PREPARATORY SCHOOLMASTER.
P.S.-It is only fair to the doctor mentioned above to say

that just before posting this I have received a letter from him
saying that he examined the boy's lungs both back and front
on the Thursday, and there were no chicken-pox marks upon
him then. He intimates that the spots were only "1 a pustular
eruption."

MEDICAL MAGISTRATES AND THE CONSCIENTIOUS
OBJECTOR.

SIR,-The extraordinary legislation of the past session in
the matter of vaccination, which has made us the laughing
stock of all other civilised nations in consequence of the
surrender by Parliament of scientific truth to the prejudices
of the ignorant, has compelled me to be a "conscientious
objector" in the opposite sense to the one created by the
recent Act of Parliament. I have the honour to be a magis-
trate as well as a physician, and I have after very careful
consideration determined that, knowing what I do, I cannot
conscientiously sign a certificate of exemption from com-
pulsory vaccination except in a case of proved bad health. I
have therefore determined to retire from the Bench whenever
an application comes before me for such a certificate. I
venture to hope that my medical brethren who are magistrates
will see their way to pursue the same line of action.-I
am, etc.,

THos. W. THURSFIELD, M.D., F.R.C.P.Lond.,
Leamington, Oct. 8th. J. P. for the County of Warwick.

OYSTERS AND DISEASE.
SIR,-On September 17th my partner, Dr. G. P. Chappel,

and I ate between us at home about twenty " deep sea " oysters
bought in Southend. Result: violent diarrheea in my case for
a fortnight, in his case for only a week, but since the 7th inst.
he has developed enteric fever. The same day a patient of
mine ate some " deep sea" oysters at Southend and was
violently sick in the train. On the 8th inst. a man and his
wife ate oysters at Southend and both have had diarrhoea ever
since, the lady having great retching also and some suspiciork
of enteric fever, and being utterly prostrated.
Another case, the uncle of my cook, went to Southendl

recently, ate oysters, and " his life was despaired of." Thus
in my small circle are 6 cases due to oyster poisoning at
Southend, and I of them genuine enteric fever. These
" deep sea" oysters are said to have been dredged up " far
out in the German Ocean." They looked and tasted excel-
lently well. Please note that other oysters caused poisoning
in 3 cases. I am told that the explanation is this: The
oysters are well enough when brought ashore, but those for
which there is no immediate market are kept in boxes sunk
"near the sewer mouths."

It would be interesting and probably instructive to obtain
from other of your readers confirmatory reports of cases. It,
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