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often occurring in healthy women, should put on record the
evidence of the existence of the pathological effects which
have led him to consider it necessary to institute treatment.
If members of the medical profession are to treat every ante-
flexion and every laceration of the cervix that they come
across, the result would be an amount of meddling with the
female sexual organs which would be apt in the end to shake
public confidence in the profession. Yet that is the lo-gical
result of the theoretical views we have referred to.
We observe that there were nine panhysterectomies with

three deaths, fourteen ovariotomies with one death, twenty-
one salpingo-oo5phorectomies for various conditions-salping-
itis, tubal pregnancy, cystic ovaries, uterine adenoma-with
one death.
Among the list of deaths we notice one from acute

sepsis after curetting, although the curetting was followed by
injections of iodine and plugging with iodoform gauze; and
another in which acute peritonitis was treated by opening,
and irrigating the abdomen.
This full and candid record of failures as well as successes

is in the highest degree creditable to those who are responsible
for the management of this important institution; and the
example thus set might with advantage be followed by other
lying-in hospitals.

THE PLAGUE IN THE EAST.
Bombay.-During the past week the deatlhs from plague in

Bombay amounted to 170. This number approximates the
average for the past three weeks, so that plague mortality
remains well-nigh stationary. The general death-rate has,
however, increased, and although at this time of the year an
increase is to be expected, the number exceeds by Ioo weekly
the average of the last five years. Fever and diarrhoea are
the main causes of death. The citizens of Bombay have
come to look upon the present recurrence as a relapse of the
epidemic, and conjecture that as it has appeared early it will
disappear at a correspondingly early date in the beginning of
next year. They have come to recognise the fact that plague
in an epidemic form lasts for six to seven months, and that
its recrudescence is independent of season.
In the Bombay Presidency 2,800 deaths from plague have

occurred, Dharwar and Belgaum being the principal seats of
the disease.
Native Discontent.-In Bangalore, Bellary, and Hyderabad

State plague cases are recorded, but in none of the southern
or central districts has the disease assumed an alarming pre-
valence. Nevertheless, the authorities in Bangalore have
had a considerable amount of trouble with the natives, where
as many as io,ooo persons assembled in front of the Governor's
residence, and protested against the plague measures which
were being adopted. The mob had to be dispersed by the
military.
Poona.-Poona itself is practically free from plague at the

present moment, but, from several plague stricken districts
around, refugees are crowding into the city and causing alarm
of a recurrence. Of the towns in the Poona district, Huble is
most seriously affected, as many as 8o deaths occurring
daily.
Karachi.-From Karachi the report is that plague is rapidly

disappearing from the city and the district around. The im-
portance of the port of Karachi being declared "clean "
is great. Karachi is the natural inlet from the sea to the
North-West of India and the nearest to Europe, and were the
valley of the Indus to be declared free of plague, passengers
and goods could go their way into India independently of
passing through Bombay.
Calcutta.-In Calcutta during the past week 7 deaths have

occurred from plague, but there is no indication of an
increase.
Hong qong.-In Hong Kong a Reuter's telegram states that

there has been i death from plague during the week ending
September 7th.

HISTORY OF THE EPIDEMIC IN SIND.
A PAPER on The Late Outbreak of Plague in Sind, by Surgeon-
Major Bainbridge, M.D., F.R.C.S.I., was read at a meeting of
the Bombay Medical and Physical Society last July, and is
stated to be " the earliest complete account by a medical man
of any outbreak outside the city of Bombay."

The first case occurred at Karachi early in December, I896,
and the last towards the end of July, I897; the mortality out
of a total of 6,439 recorded cases was equal to 80.4 per cent.
There was no direct evidence to show the route followed by
the contagium, but in all probability the germs of the disease
were conveyed from Bombay by sea, "for the voyage by
steamer lasts but three days at most, and there was no
detention except in the case of vessels which had had a case
on board, or which carried no doctor."
Inland, throughout the whole province, the plague spread

"with deliberate and definitely-timed steps," following " the
movements of infected persons ;" but although in the
author's opinion the disease " almost invariably declares
itself by symptoms within the fourth or fifth day from
infection," he also states that "the long and tolerably
definite interval which elapses between importation and
localisation," to which Surgeon-Captain Grayfoot was the
first to draw attention, may be regarded as "about one
month," the explanation being "that the bacilli do not infect
until they have gained a certain degree of potency, and that
they require certain media for their development." The
author further believes " that infection occurs by inhaling the
microbes when in close proximity to the sufferer, or in any
place the air of which contains them in certain numbers ;"
but, also, on the other hand, that fresh air, light,
and cleanliness either impair the potency of the
germs, or else augment the powers of resistance of the
exposed persons. Hence it is that in plague hospitals "the
attendants rarely become infected." He does not look upon
cutaneous inoculation as a usual mode of infection, and
thinks that " plague may originate and, if uneontrolled,
spread in India at any season of the year." Rats, no doubt,
may " carry the plague from one part of a town to another,"
but there is nothing to show that they "commonly infect
human beings." In dealing with a local outbreak of plague
everything depends on the thoroughness and intelligence
with which the repressive measures are carried out by
individual officials. Given zealous enlightened service, and
it should be possible to stamp out the most virulent mani-
festation. As regards the prevention of diffusion, the author's
views are thus expressed: "The only efficient mode of
limiting the spread of plague from one place to another is
systematic detention for a certain period of all arrivals from
infected places; and this should, if possible, be supplemented
by restrictions on travelling. Registration and notification
of arrivals and departures from infected places would in
India be impracticable on a large scale; and even, if possible,
would not, owing to the absence of the controlling staff,
yield the desired results." In another place the duration of
the quarantine is fixed at " a period not exceeding] ten days,
associated, of course, with isolation of those infected."j
MEDICAL REFEREES UNDER THE WORKMEN'S

COMPENSATION ACT.
THE following additional appointments of referees under this
Act have been made by the Home Secretary:

ENGLAND.
CIRCUIT No. 6.-Further appointment.

Charles Hartley Bedwell Shears, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., Liverpool.
CIRCUIT NO. 28.

Thomas Dalton, M.D., M.R.C.S., Llandudno.
CIRCUIT NO. 59.-Further appointment.

Thomas William Shepherd, L.R.C.S.Edin., Launceston.
SCOTLAND.

SHERIFFDOM OF INVERNESS, ELGIN, AND NAIRN.
Murdo Tolme Mackenzie, M.B., C.M., North Uist.

FEMALE EMANCIPATION IN GERMANY.-Some difference of
opinion exists amongst the Professors of Breslau IUniversity
with regard to the admission of women to a course of lectures
on hygiene. Professor Cohn, who was the official lecturer on
this occasion, addressed a letter to the President of the Uni-
versity, asking him to allow women to attend. The result of
the deliberations of the authorities was adverse to theceause
of the fair sex. Professor Cohn was also intending to give a
course of lectures on the eyesight in childhood. Some
eminent members of the University are of opinion that the
admission of women to a course of lectures will soon be an
accomplished fact, and that only a little agitation is necessary
to bring this about.
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