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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR I897.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for I897 became due on

January ist; and notice is hereby given, in accordance
with By-law 5, that Branch Secretaries' subscription ac-

counts close on October 31st, and all unpaid subscriptions
must be.forwarded after that date to the General Secretary,
429, Strand, London. Post-office orders should be made
payable to the General Post Office, London.

rtitizsj jJtbiet aournat.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25TH, I897.

THE PRINCE OF WALES'S FUND.
THE report of the first year's working of this Fund is now

before the public; and we cannot but feel that its result is
in every way unsatisfactory: in the amount of the collec-
tion; in the sources from which it has come; and in the
distribution of the money-as far as this is yet determined.
But although we feel compelled to say this, we do not

think that this partial failure at all diminishes the gratitude
which the whole nation ought to feel to the illustrious author
of the scheme. Had thepublic adequately seconded the Prince,
had it even been possible to induce them to comprehend
his object, the result might have been very different. Is it
too much to hope that a better comprehension of the matter
may even yet be arrived at, and that the generous plan of
the founder of the Fund may be realised in the near future?
Let us at least hope so.

First, as to the amount collected. The total is stated as

£187,000, of which only £20,500 represents annual subscrip-
tions, £1,500 the interest up to the present time of the in-
vested capital, which is put down as £99,ooo, and £38,ooo or

£4o,ooo as the produce of the sale of hospital stamps. It
does not appear from the official report of the meeting issued to
the press whether the money produced by the sale of stamps is
to be added to, or forms a part of, the £187,ooo, nor what it is
proposed to do with the large balance which would be left
unaccounted for in either case. As Lord Rothschild's figures
only account for £x121,ooo, this balance would be £66,ooo in
one view of the case and £26,o0o or £28,ooo in the other.
Surely all this money cannot have been spent in the collec-
tion? We shall await the publication of the details with
much interest. But, whatever the final report may show, it is
most disheartening that there is only to be distributed out of
annual income a sum of £22,000 instead of £ioo,ooo to
£65o,ooo, as the Prince had hoped. The money from the
sale of stamps is to be distributed as a Jubilee gift, which
cannot be repeated, and the yearly income from the invest-
ments, exclusive of annual subscriptions, " can hardly exceed
.£5,ooo." If this is the result of the first year of the Fund,
can we expect that the future years will be better, unless a

change comes over the public feeling in respect of this most
beneficial and most excellent plan ?
For it should be remembered that the sources from which

the Fund has been collected are not (as far as our information
goes) those which the Prince originally had in view. His

wise and benevolent idea was to tap a fresh source of supply,
not to draw further on the old reservoirs. He wished to get
small annual subscriptions from the vast number of middle-
class households which at present either subscribe nothing or
salve their consciences with the yearly shilling dropped into
the plate on Hospital Sanday. But all we know as yet of
the subscriptions to the Prince's Fund leads us to fear that
the subscribers are to a great extent] the same persons who
subscribe to individual hospitals, and that the money pro-
vided by the Fund will be to some extent balanced by losses
on the annual subscription lists of each hospital. Lord
Lister, in speaking to the report, said with truth that these
middle and lower class subscribers "had not been suffi-
ciently attacked." He might have gone further and said
that the future of the Fund, and the whole prospect of
pecuniary stability for our hospitals, depend on whether the
original intention of the Fund can or cannot be thus carried
out.
The refusal of the Fund to be associated with the proposal

to establish a Central Hospital Board for London raises impor-
tant questions. We have always held that the establishment of
such a body is a necessary consequence of that of the Prince's
Fund; andthe report ofthis meeting confirms us inthatopinion.
The precise scheme here attributed to the Charity Organisa-
tion Society may ormay not be followed;; but the main idea of
that scheme-that sums so large as those collected by the Hos-
pital Sunday, Hospital Saturday, and Prince of Wales's Fund
ought not to be distributed except by a Board on which all
the hospitals are fairly represented-will, we believe, derive
much support from the result of this year's working of the
Prince's Fund. Lord Lister says that it was physically im-
possible to go into the circumstances, the merits, and the
needs of the smaller hospitals this year-this had been de-
ferred to future years. Leaving the question of possibility
aside-on which much might be said-we can only say that,
whenever this matter is gone into, it must be by a body discuss-
ing the question publicly, one of authority, and one on which
the institutions concerned are fully and fairly represented.
The scheme propounded by the committee formed of mem-
bers of the Charity Organisation Society and others aimed
at these objects, and some such scheme must evidently be
adopted if the distribution of these three Funds is to be
permanent, and is to give to our hospitals the financial
stability which the Prince aimed at giving.

NURSING IN IRISH WORKHOUSES.
MR. GERALD BALFOUR, the Chief Secretary for Ireland, was
on the whole sympathetic in his reply to the deputation
which waited upon him last week on the subject of nursing
in Irish workhouses. The primary object of the deputation
was t6 obtain half the amount of nurses' Ealaries from the
Treasury; and, although he could not give a promise on this
point, we do not see how the claim can be resisted. Efficient
nursing is part of the treatment of the sick, and has its own
importance, just as skilled medical attendance and the
administration of drugs have; yet half the cost of the two
last is paid by the Treasury.
We think Mr. Balfour was right when he suggested

that the payment need not necessarily be made exeept
in very poor unions, and that in, wealthy districts
the cost might fairly be met by the rates. The second claim
-that a medical inspector should visit the hospitals-was
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conceded, and we are assured by the Chief Secretary that
that matter is under consideration.
The request for an assistant lady inspector who has been

trained-as a nurse we think very important, especially whEn
e9 new system of nursing is being introduced. But why
should the Irish Local Government Board await the result of
a trial in London? Has it not power and initiative enough to
do the thing, if it is obviously right?
We are glad to observe that the difficulty about the nuns

has been overcome, and to have the assurance of Sir Chris-
topher Nixon that they will be trained in metropolitan hos-
pitals. The reform movement has made a distinct advance,
and Lord Monteagle and his Association can already point to
a fair harvest of good achieved. But he and it must still
work on. The Local Government Board needs suggestions
and stimulus.

RESULTS OF HAFFKINE'S INOCULATIONS
AGAINST PLAGUE.

IN a former issue of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, the
satisfactory results obtained by M. Haffkine in his
preventive inoculations against plague among the inmates of
the House of Correction in Bombay were recorded. The
later successes which have attended his further efforts in this
direction deserve particular attention in view of their im-
portance and of the unsatisfactory results of the Yersin
serum treatment. Unlike the antitoxic serum, the prophy-
lactic is easy to prepare, can be obtained in large quantities
in the laboratory, and requires no animals in its preparation.
It is simply a culture of the plague microbe in bouillon and
ghee or clarified butter, which, after a period of six weeks'
luxuriant growth, is exposed to a temperature of 700 C.
sufficiently long to ensure the death of the microbe. The
culture is used without filtration, and in this condition con-
tains the intracellular and extracellular toxins of the
microbe, a combination which earlier experiences in anti-
cholera inoculations indicated as likely to prove useful.
The statistics are very remarkable, and would seem to

show that in plague inoculations we have at the commence-
ment and during the progress of an epidemic a powerful
agent to assist in checking and controlling the disease.
Statistics have been carefully collected at Kirkee, Bombay,
Mora, Damaun, and Lanowli, the most important being the
observations at Kirkee, Damaun, and Lanowli, where at each
place the experiments were conducted with the inoculated
and non-inoculated under similar conditions. The results
have been examined not only by Professor Haffkine and his
assistants, but by Surgeon-Major Lyons, the President of the
Committee appointed by Government to inquire into the
plague in Bombay. Surgeon-Major Lyons visited the
localities, and inquired carefully into each case.
In testing the efficacy of the plague inoculations the same

method as far as possible is pursued as was adopted in the
case of the anticholera inocalations. It consists in the selec-
tion of a group of persons living under similar conditions,
noculating a portion of that group, preferably a half, leaving
the remainder uninoculated, and then noting the incidence
of the disease on the two groups. At Kirkee, where plague
broke out among the followers of the artillery, an excellent
opportunity with these conditions presented itself, and the
results were as follows: 875 non-inoculated had 138 cases
with 102 deaths; 667 inoculated had 32 cases with i8 deaths.

The figures are strikingly in favour of the inoculations, for if
the inoculated had had proportionately the same number of
deaths as the non-inoculated, they would have had 89 deaths
instead of i8, a difference of 7I deaths, which is a reduction
of nearly 8o per cent.
In Damaun the results were equally good. In this small

town Professor Haffkine inoculated altogether 2,297 persons,
but the following statistics are based only on I,645, which
was the number inoculated when the observations were
recorded. Of the 6,500 persons in the town who were not
inoculated, I,500 died, while of the I,645 inoculated, only 31
died, instead of 300, which would have been the number had
the deaths been in the same proportion as the not-inoculated.
In this series there was a reduction of over 8o per cent.
Again, in Lanowli, where inoculations were carried out in
two infected and isolated centres, 422 not-inoculated had 68
cases and 48 deaths, and 293 inoculated had 5 deaths. If the
deaths among the inoculated had been proportionately as
high among the non-inoculated, there would have been 33
deaths instead of 5, which is a difference of 28 deaths in 33,
or 84 per cent.
The observations in Bombay and Mora are less instructive,

because they are not comparative; still they are interesting
and confirmatory of the favourable influence of the inocula-
tions. In Bombay 8,142 persons were inoculated, and among
this number I8 were attacked with plague, I6 of whom re-
covered and 2 died. The 2 fatal cases, were ill with plague at
the time of inoculation. In Mora Kolaba, a small place in
which plague appeared, 419 of the inhabitants were inoculated;
4 of these were attacked, but all recovered.
Such are the observations hitherto made, and it seems tot

us that with plague gradually creeping from village to vil-
lage and town to town in the Bombay Presidency, an organ-
ised attempt, in addition to other sanitary measures, should
be made to limit the ravages by inoculation.

1 THE QUEEN, through Colonel Sir Fleetwood Edwards, o0
the Privy Purse Office, has presented a Jubilee Medal to
Surgeon-General Maclean, C.B., "to be worn in commemora-
tion of the Sixtieth Year of Her Majesty's reign."

SURGEON-MAJOR-GENERAL JAMES JA3IESON, Director-General
of the Army Medical Department, has been appointed an
Honorary Surgeon to the Queen in lieu of the late Surgeon-
General Sir William Mackinnon.

SURGEON-LIEUTENANT-COLONEL AND COMMANDANT ARTHuR
TREHERN NORTON, Volunteer Medical Staff Corps, the
London Companies, has been nominated an additional
member of the Civil Division of the Third Class or Com-
panions of the Order of the Bath.

DR. HENRY JOHNSTONE CAMPBELL has been appointed
Joint Lecturer on Forensic Medicine in the Medical Faculty
of the Yorkshire College, Leeds. Dr. Campbell retains his
appointment as Pbysician to the Bradford Royal Infirmary,
and this appointment of a physician residing outside of
Leeds appears to be an evidence of the desire of the authori-
ties of the Yorkshire College to render it a county institu-
tion.

A HIGHLY successful annual dinner of the Aberdeen Medico-
Chirurgical Society was held in the. Society's hall on Friday,
December 17th. The President, Dr. Maekenzie Booth, was
in the chair, and in the course of his toast to the Society,
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