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quicklime when burial is the method of disposal, or to be
incinerated.-I am, etc.,

C. B. MAITLAND,
Central India, Sept. 20th. Surgeon-Major I.M.S.

THE VACCINATION PROBLEM.
SIa,-In the appreciative notice which you have been good

enough to give of the proposals on this subject issued by the
Jenner Society there is a misconception which it is desirable
should be cleared up. The suggestion that these proposals
" would not involve any essential alteration of the law " re-
ferred only to the subject which the pamphlet was intended
to discuss-namely, the question of the extent to which it is
expedient to modify compulsion. Other aspects of the vac-
cination question, of great but of secondary importance to
this one, were explicitly omitted, because they are only con-
tentious in a very limited degree. Amongst these is the ques-
tion of the future vaccination authority. That the mainten-
ance of Boards of Guardians in this position would be an
anomaly and an anachronism is generally admitted, and the
arguments in favour of transferring vaccination to the health
authority, under proper control, are as generally accepted.
For this, as well as for other objects which are necessary to
place the administration of vaccination on a proper basis,
fresh legislation is unquestionably necessary. But what was
intended to be suggested in the pamphlet was that, in deal-
ing with the objections of antivaccinators, it is not expedient
to modify the present law more than is absolutely necessary,
but to.meet the difficulties which it has created by a more
judicious administration of it than has been hitherto prac-
tised. It will probablybe found desirable to codify the whole
subject in a new Bill; but, so far as the provisions of the
existing Acts in regard to the enforcement of vaccination are
concerned, they might almost be transferred in their entirety
to such a Bill without any serious alteration, except as to the
details of the machinery by which the provisions of the law
are to be carried out. The questions of the employment of
calf lymph and the modes by which it shall be made avail-
able will, as you suggest, require entirely new legislation.-I
am, etc., FRANCIs T. BOND, M.D.,
Gloucester, Oct. x6th. Honorary Secretary Jenner Society.

THE AACHEN TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS.
SIR,-In his letter to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of

September 25th Surgeon-Major Lambkin extols the so-called
Aachen treatment of syphilis, and gives his opinion that " it
is far and away superior to any of the internal methods of
giving mercury which are so general in England "-a state-
ment with which most will agree. He seems, however, to
infer that a certain quantity of mercurial ointment applied to
the skin in Germany is more efficacious than if it were
applied in this country.

I am in perfect accord with Mr. Arthur Oooper's letter in
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September ith, and cannot
too strongly protest against the practice-now somewhat
exploded-of sending patients to Aachen, who could receive
exactly the same treatment in this country. Inunction can
be carried out here in just the same manner as in Germany,
and is so carried out in a considerable number of suitable
cases, and if sulphur water be considered desirable as an
adjunct the waters of Harrogate can be resorted to.
In an experience of the treatment of syphilis extending

over fifteen years I have never had occasion yet to send a
patient to Aachen, nor do I contemplate such a contingency
in the future. If, as Surgeon-Major Lambkin stated in 189I,
" the great majority " of the cases treated there are English,
it seems strange that such a shrewd people as the Germans
should be ignorant of the virtues of one of their own health
resorts.
As Mr. Arthur Cooper points out, :the results of the in-

unction treatment would be exactly the same in this country
if the patient would submit to the necessary restrictions in
diet and mode of living generally.
Surgeon-Major Lambkin tells us that he has discarded in-

unctions for the treatment by hypodermic (presumably intra-
muscular) injections, which somewhat discounts the value of

his statement " that the skin is the true channel for the
administration of\mercury."-I am, etc.,

J. ERNEST LANE, F.R.C.S.,
Surgeon to the London Lock Hospital.

Queen Anne Street, Sept. 24th.

OBITUARY,
RUDOLF HEIDENHAIN,

Professor of Physiology, University of Breslau.
ONE by one the possessors of the great names in physiology
are passing away. Within the last year or two we have had
to deplore the loss of Bricke, Helmholtz, Ludwig, and
Du Bois-Reymond, and now we have to chronicle the death of
Professor Rudolf Heidenhain which took place at Breslau on
October 13th. Professor Heidenhain had for some time been
laid aside from active work owing to an intestinal affection,
to which he ultimately succumbed.
Heidenhain belonged to a Prussian medical family. He

was the eldest and most distinguished of six sons, all of
whom were members of the medical profession. Born in
Marienwerder on January 29th, 1834, he was thus just over 63.
years of age at his death. He studied medicine at Berlin,
K6nigsberg, and Halle. In Berlin he attended the lectures
of Du Bois-Reymond, and in Halle those of F. W. Volkmann.
He graduated at Berlin in 1854, and in 1859 he was called to.
to the Chair of Physiology and Histology in Breslau, a post
which he held throughout his life. His dissertation for the
degree was entitled De nerm's organi8que centralibus cordis
cordiumque rana, lymphaticae (1854). In Halle he worked at
the question of the quantity of blood in the body, and em-
bodied his researches in his Habilitationsschrift, Disquisi-
tiones criticce et experimentales de quantitate 8anguinis in corpore
mammalium extantis (Halle, 1857). This is published in
quarto, and goes on the lines of Welcker's method, Welcker
at that time being Professor of Anatomy in Halle. It is still
a standard work of reference on the subject. The early fruits
of his labours and that of his pupils in Breslau appeared in
his Studieni des physiologischen Institutes zu Breslau, in four vols..
from I86i to I868. We have histological and physiological
papers by himself, by R. Krause, L. Meyer, Solger, etc.
Before that time, however, he had published his .Physiolo-

gische Studien (1856). There are several papers of iiis in
Muller's Archiv: Historiches und Experimentelles iuber Mus.-
keltonus (I856), Tonus d. Blasenschliessmuskels und Beweg-
ung d. Froschherzens (1858); in 1859, Anatomy of Peyer's
Glands; in I86o, Mittheil a. d. phys. Institut. zu Breslau, by
several of his pupils, for example, v. FriedlAnder, and
Juirgensen. In 1864 he published his Mechanische Lei8tung,
Warme-entwicklung und Stoffumsatz bei der Muskelthatigkeit
(Leipzig, I864). This was dedicated to his "teacher and
friend" Du Bois-Reymond. In it we have his researches on
the heat produced in muscle during a single twitch and during
tetanus. It contains a good plate of Heidenhain's ingenious.
thermopile. In 1879 appeared his vindication of vivisection,
published under the title Die Vivisection im Dienste der Heit-
kunde, and reproduced in I884 by direction of the Prussian,
Minister of Education.
The first volume of Pfluger's Archiv fibr d. gesammte Physi-

oloqie appeared in i868. In this Archiv, from the second
volume onwards, we have numerous papers from his labora-
tory, by himself, by his pupils, and by his assistants,
including such diverse topics as the Influence of the Nervous,
System on Temperature, Metabolism in Muscle, Arhythmical
Activity of the Heart, Action of Drugs on the Nerves of the
Submaxillary Gland, for example, Atropine, Calabar Bean,.
Nicotin, Digitalin; his classical experiments (with Neisser).
on the Secretion of Urine-histological observations on the
structure of the pancreas wherein he showed the changes in
gland cells that accompany secretion; the Action of Stimula--
tion of Sensory Nerves on Blood Pressure, both by himself and
and in conjunction with his pupil Grfttzner, now Professor of
Physiology in Tubingen; Spinal Reflexes; the Innervation of
Blood Vessels, a continuation of Ostroumoffs work on the-
same subject. Later still, when his attention was still more
intently directed to the question of secretion, we have his
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