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serviceable article. We are doing away with the unqualified
assistant and we are replacing him by nurses and midwives.
-I am, etc.,
Hadfield, Oct. 4th. W. WHITE.

SIR,-Agreeing, as I do generally, with your very sensible
article on " General Practice: its Financial Aspects," an ex-
perience of over a quarter of a century at the work has
taught me that the fons et origo mali is in the profession
itself.
To illustrate my meaning, I send you some correspondence

between the agent of a powerful assurance company and my-
self. You will see that this company, of some ninety years'
standing, and with some millions of money in reserve, would
expect me to examine proposers for insurances up to /500 for
the fee of ios. 6d. When I point out the want of proportion
between the fee and the responsibility, I get the retort that
my betters accept the position.
That medical practitioners do these things I am well aware,

and also others such as cheap clubs and gratuitous dispensary
work, because they seem to hold out a prospect of popularity
and fussy importance. However, my experience has demon-
strated to my own satisfaction that the way to continue to
live with one's head above water is to place a fair value on all
professional services rendered, and ask for payment. That
the public in general will exact as much gratuitous work from
the medical profession as they possibly can is an axiom which
requires no Euclidian mathematician to demonstrate. When
the individual failures occur, local sympathy usually takes
some such form as '"Ah! poor fellow, he was the worst enemy
to himself."
As I have no desire to advertise either the assurance com-

pany or myself,-I am, etc.,
October 4th. SIAMPLE JUSTICE.

TEACHING OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN
MANCHESTER.

SIR,-In reference to a note in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOUR-
NAL of October 2nd, 1897, as to the discontinuance of the
teaching of students at the Monsall Fever Hospital by the
members of the Infirmary staff, I am directed by my Board to
state that the reason they were obliged to abandon the teach-
ing was because the Monsall Fever Hospital being no longer
an integral part of the Royal Infirmary, the Medical Board felt
that their members could not conduct the teaching of disease
at an institution where they had no locus standi except for
teaching purposes. The clause referring to teaching facilities
in the Act of Parliament transferring the hospital to the Cor-
poration of Manchester was made by the Board of Manage-
ment of the infirmary without previous consultation with the
Medical Board.-I am, etc.,

THOMAS JONES,
Chairman of the Medical Board.

Royal Infirmary, Manchester, Sept. sth.

" MENTAL EVOLUTION."
SIR,-For the enlightenment of " the man in the street,"

would Dr. Bucke answer the following questions arising out
of his interesting address at the annual meeting?
What is the state of the infant for the few days of its exist-

ence previous to the appearance of " simple consciousness ?-
comatose or unconscious ?
What is self-consciousness? how is its absence proved in

animals and in dreams? and how does shame manifest itself
iqn states of simple consciousness?
How is a fact demonstrated by an argument?
If the colour sense does not appear till about 5 years of age,

how is it that a nurse can pacify a younger child with bright
colours? Does the Froebel system call up the colour sense
years before the time with a coloured cardboard? Black is
the absence of colour; why, then, is not every object in a
dream black? Are dream flowers all colourless ? Are not
such dreams only one class-" nightmares ? "
WVhat is the " moral nature?" In the days when " might

was right," was it an advantage to the individual to start the
reverse theorem? would not the " natural selection " party
promptly club him? Is repugnance to sin, in dreams, a sym-
ptom of morals ? and is it not of frequent occurrence ?

Do not children under 20 form the most persistent audience
for the barrel-organ grinder and the brass band? and do not
musical toys find a sale among the same class ? Do not ani-
mals show an interest in music ? and can only every second
savage breast be soothed by music's charms? How many
musicians have been interrogated as to their dreams ?
" The longer the race has any faculty, the more stable will

that faculty be:" hence the millions of years (according to Dr.
Bucke) we are in possession of the faculty of sight or of hear-
ing ought to secure to us the almost absolute stability of
these; yet is not their perversion more common, as delu-
sional insanity, than religious mania ? Religion would, I
suppose, be a " very recently acquired phase " of man's moral
nature, and at least half the religious people ought therefore
to suffer from the unstable nature of their deepest convic-
tions.
This " law" for the loss of faculties ought easily to be suscep-

tible of proof if applicable to lunacy; the numerical order of
the appearance of the faculties ought to be also the order of
frequency of insanes, classified according to the faculty
affected. What do alienists of authority, including Dr.
Bucke, say ?-I am, etc.,

H. A. HAINES,
Limerick, Sept. 28th. *Surgeon-Major A.M.S.

THE MONTREAL ADDRESS IN SURGERY.
SIR.-I have read with much pleasure the interesting and

scholarly Address on Surgery delivered by Dr. W. Mitchell
Banks at the recent Montreal meeting of your Association.
Among other early British surgeons he mentions in detail
Robert Clowes as having lived and laboured during the six-
teenth century (1540-I604). A careful search of the medical
literature of that time fails to disclose the name of Robert
Clowes, but I do find the name of William Clowes, and
the same experiences and writings are attributed to him that
Dr. Banks attributes to Robert Clowes. Is it not possible
that Dr. Banks is in error in regard to the name? If I am
wrong I should be glad to be so informed.-I am, etc.,

St. Paul, Minn., U.S.A., Sept. 21St. BURNSIDE FOSTER, M.D.

THE CHLORIDE OF SODIUM TREATMENT OF TINEA
TONSURANS.

SIR,-Mr. Murphy's communication on the above subject
in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 25th, in which
he refers to my letter on the same subject in November,
1895, shows most gratifying results from the treatment. For
some years previous to my communication, and in every case
under my care since, I have used chloride of sodium and
nothing else; in every case a rapid cure has been effected. I
do not confine the chloride of sodium treatment to tinea
tonsurans, but use it for a variety of troubles depending on a
vegetable or animal parasite.-I am, etc.,
Wimpole Street, W., Sept. 29th. GEO. STEELE-PERKINS, M.D.

THE EMPLOYMENT OF DIPHTHERIA ANTITOXIN
FOR NON-DIPHTHERIAL DISEASES.

SIR,-In the Daily Journal of the Annual Meeting of the
Association at Montreal for September 4th, it is reported that
in the Section of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, and on
Friday, September 3rd, a paper was read " On the Action of
Behring's Serum in Diseases not caused by the Klebs-Loeffler
Bacillus." The effect on consumption, cancer, pelvic in-
flammation, lupus, etc., was discussed. In one case of tuber-
culoSis 25,000 units were given in three months, apparently
with benefit. A favourable action was reported in a case of
lupus. The theory suggested was that the " serum increased
the internal secretiond." In the Lancet of September 25th
the list is somewhat extended. It is reported that "' cases of
tuberculosis, sciatica, sarcoma, lupus, and Hodgkin's disease
were treated daily for several weeks. The serum he (the
author) considered as a lymphagogue. Some benefit was
claimed in the tuberculous cases, and marked benefit in
lupus. In typhoid fever the temperature is first raised, and
then lowered. The principal efficacy of serum is that it pro-
cures sleep." Behring's serum was further recommended for
its sleep-giving properties by the same speaker in the dis-
cussion on Hypnotics, and supported by another, in the same
Section, as reported in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
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