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THE LUNACY ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
IT will be seen from our parliamentary reports that the new
Lunacy Bill has passed through the committee stage and
been reported to the House of Lords. The Bill contains many
usef al and important provisions, but there are parts where
amendments are very desirable, and it is to be hoped that in
the Commons it will receive the attention it deserves, and
that its present defects will be remedied. We are glad to see
that the Lord Chancellor was favourable to Lord Northbrook's
very reasonable suggestion that the authorities of rate-sup-
ported asylums should have an opportunity of making repre-

sentations regarding the required alteration, etc. (Clause 15),
and that he will welcome an amendment in this direction.
Why should not this power be granted to other asylum
managers ?
The only alteration in the Bill in the Lords was the removal

of Clauses 23, 24, and 25 relating to pensions. It is very
desirable that the question of pensions should be settled in
the present Bill, but we much doubt if the Poor-law Super-
annuation Act would meet the just claims of the very useful
body of public servants who are in direct association with
the insane without consideration for the specially harassing,
and often dangerous, nature cf the duties they have to per-
form. Such consideration would surely require more favour-
able treatment for them than the other officers and servants
connected with asylums; any pension scheme should also be
sufficiently elastic to permit the recognition of special merit.
There are some other weak points of the Bill. Clause i re-

duces the time limit for urgency orders to remain in force,
from 7 days to 4. While the latter is sufficient for ordinary
circumstances, it may often be too little when friends at a
distance have to be communicated with. We would suggest
that 4 days should be the usual time, but, if more is required,
up to 7. The cause should be shown in the necessary papers.
Clause 5 prohibits medical men and others connected with

any asylum or licensed house from signing certificates, peti-
tions, or orders, for patient or relatives. Thus many leading
consultants could not sign a certificate, which is obviously
absurd. Also, a class of medical men would be deprived of
certain rights and duties as citizens. It would seem that this
effect can scarcely be intended, and that there may be a mis-
take in the drafting.

It also looks as if there were an error in omitting to repeat
"of any material fact" in Clause 29 (now 26), after mis-
statement in Paragraph B. This same clause, quite unneces-
sarily, as it seems to us, increases the penalties already exist-
ing.

It is a great weakness in the English Lunacy Acts that no
proper provision exists for the temporary care of incipient
and non-confirmed cases of mental unsoundness, such as has
been made for many years in the Scottish Acts. Many of
these cases are not suitable for the present form of certifica-
tion, but are nevertheless quite unfit to take care of them-
selves or their property, and there is no doubt that the want
of proper supervision in the early stages causes many who
might otherwise be cured to swell the long list of the insane
in this country. A. joint Committee of the British Medical
Association and the Medico-Psychological Association has held
many meetings and given this matter very careful attention,
with the result that clauses have been drafted which, it is
hoped, will be acceptable to the Legislature and the public.
These clauses will be found below. If adopted there is every
probability that early treatment will bring better results, and

that certain irregularities which now exist will be greatly
lessened or removed.

PROPOSED CLAUSE TO BE INSERTED IN THE LUNACY BILL AFTER
CLAUSE 5.

Temporary Orders.-(x) In cases where a person (not a pauper) is suf-

fering from mental disorder but the disorder is likely to be of a

temporary nature and it is expedient with a view to the recovery of the

patient that he should be placed under temporary treatment he may be
received and detained upon a temporary order by the person to whom
the order is addressed. The temporary order shall be accompanied by
one medical certificate which shall be in accordance with the Form 3 in

the First Schedule to this Act.
(2) A temporary order may be signed before or after the medical cer-

tificate, and shall be in accordance with the Form 4 in the First Schedule
to this Act.

(3)A temporary order shall not authorise the reception of the patient
in an institution for lunatics.

(4)A temporary order shall be signed (i possible) by the husband or
wife or by a relative of the patient and if not so signed it shall contain a
statement of the reasons why it is not so signed and of the connection
with the patient of the person signing the order and the circumstances
under which he signs it.

(5) A person shall not sign a temporary order unless he is at least
twenty-one years of age and has within two days before the date of the
order personally seen the patient.

(6) A medical certificate under this section shall not be made by the
person who signs the temporary order or by the person who is to take
charge of the patient under the temporary order or by the husband or
wife father or father-in-law mother or mother-in-law son or son-in-law
daughter or or daughter-in-law brother or brother-in-law sister or sister-
in-law or the partner or assistant of any of the foregoing persons.

(7) A patient shall not be received or detained upon a certificate
founded only upon facts communicated by others.

(8) A temporary order may be made as well after as before a petition for
areception order has been presented. A temporary order if made before
apetition has been presented shall be referred to in the petition and if
made after the petition has been presented a copy thereof shall forth-
with be sent by the petitioner to the Judicial Authority to whom the
petition has been presented.

(g) A temporaryorder sball remain in force for the period specified in
the accompanyingcertificate not exceeding six months from the date of
the order and thereafter for two successive further periods neither of
which shall exceed three months if before the expiration of the first and
second periods respectively a further medical certificate is made. A
further certificate shall specify the period forwhich the further detention
of tbepatient is expedient and shall be in accordance with the Form3 in
the First Schedule to this Act.

(io) If a temporary order has been twice continued it shall be lawful for
any two of the Commissioners by writing under their hands to continue
the same for a further period not exceeding six months.

(xi) Any such further certificate shall be made (if possible) by the
medical practitioner by whom the original certificate was made and if
not so made shall contain a statement ot the reasons why the same is not
so made and of the circumstances under which the same Is made.

(12) On the expiration of the period for which the temporary order
remains in force under the provisions hereinbefore contained it shall
not be lawful for the person to whom the order was addressed further to
detain the patient.

(i ) After the expiration of a temporary order another temporary order
shall not be made with reference to the same person until at least one
year has elapse since the expiration of the last temporary order.

(14) The person making the temporary order or any person who would
be entitled to discharge the patient under Subsection (2) of Section 72 of
the Principal Act if the temporary order were a reception order or any
two of the Commissioners may at any time by notice in writing to the
person having charge of tbepatient discharge the temporary order.

(r5) Any person who detains a patient after he has knowledge that the
temporary order made in his case has expired shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanour and shall also be liable to a penalty not exceeding Fifty
pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or on
conviction on indictment to a fine not exceeding Two hundred pounds or

to imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term not exceeding
two years or to both.

(iS)) A copy of every temporary order and a copy of any medical certifi-
cate made under this section shall be sent by the person receiving the
patient to the Commissioners within two clear days of the reception of
the patient.(I7) The nerson having charge of a patient under atemporary order shall
send to the Commissioners notice of the discharge or aeath of the
patient within two clear days of such discharge or dLeath.

(I8) A patient received under a temporary order may at any time
during the continuance of the order on the request in writing of any
person entitled to discharge the order and with the consent in writing
of one of the Commissioners be transferred from the charge of the
person to whom the temporary order was addressed to the charge of
any other person named in the request if the temporary order might
have been addressed to such other person in the first instance. A

request under this subsection shall be addressed to the person to
whom the patient is to be transferred and a copy thereof shall be seDt
to the person having charge of the patient at the tirpe of the request.

(I9) A copy of any request and notice of any transfer under the last pre-
ceding subsection shall be sent to the Commissioners within two clear
days of thetransferbythe person to whom the patient is transferred.
The notice shall state the name of the person to whom and the address of
the house to which the patient has been transferred together with a short
statement of the reasons for the transfer.

(20) It shall not be lawful for any person to receive or detain any other
person as a lunatic together with a patient under a temporary order or to
receive or detain any patient under a temporary order in any house where
that person is not himself residing. Any person who receives or detains a
patient contrary to the provisions of this subsection shall be liable on

summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding Fifty pounds.
(21) The protection conferred by Section 330 of the Principal Act shall

extend to persons acting or purporting to act under this Section as if a
temporary order were a reception order under the Principal Act.

(22) The Commissioners or any one or more of them may visit any
patient detained under this seetion at any time and may make any
inquiry they or he may think fit as to thetreatment and mental condition
of such patient and the power conferred by Section 332 of the Principal
Act shall be exercisable by the Commissioners in reference to any such
inquiry.

423) The provisions of Part IV of the Principal Act still apply to
persons detained under temporary orders as if such persons had been
mentioned in Section Ix6 Subsection (I) of the Principal Act [Section 29
of the Bill should be amended by inserting the words '*or teiimporary
order" after "reception order" in line 4 and striking out, the word
"or" before "reception order.'] [This does not form part of the Clause.]
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FORM 3-
CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONER TO ACCOMPANY TEMPORARY

ORDER.
In the matter of A.B. of [x]

in the county of [2] [3]
I the undersigned C.D. do hereby certify as follows:-

x. I am a person registered under the Medical Act 1858 and I am in the
actual practice of the medical profession.

2. On the day of x8 at [4]
in the county of I personally examined the said A.B.
and came to the conclusion that the said A.B. is suffering from [5]

but that such disorder is likely to be of a temporary nature and
that it is expedient with a view to his (or her) recovery that he (or she)
should be placed [6] with [7] E F. at his house [8]

until the [g] day
and that this course will be more beneficial to the said A.B. than if he (or
she) were to be treated under the provisions of the Lunacy Acts i890 to
1897 other than those relating to temporary orders.

3. I have formed this conclusions on the following grounds namely:-
tIO]

(a) Facts observed by myself at the time of examination [Xi].
(b Facts communicated by others [12].

4. 1am not related to or connected with (i.H. of [is]
the personinaking the temporary order accompanying

this certificate or with the said E.F. in any of the ways mentioned in the
margin [x4].
[In the case of a further certificate add whichever of the following para-

graphs numbered 5 may be applicable.]
5. I am the medical practitioner who previously examined the said A.B.

and who made the certificate dated the day of accom-
panying the temporary order in the matter of the said A.B. dated the

day of [I5] and the further certificate dated the
or this:

5. The certificate [or certificates] made on the day of
[and the day of ] in the matter of the said A.B. was [or
were] made by [I6]

[State the reasons why the certificate is not made by the same practi-
tioner and the circumstances under which this certificate is made.]

6. I give this certificate having first read the part of the Section of the
Act of Parliament printed below.

Dated
(Signed) C.D. of [I7]

Extract from Section 29 of the Lunacy Act, 1897.
"If any person wilfully or through negligence ..... makes a state-

ment in any medical or other certificate ..... under the Lunacy Acts
1890 to 867 .... he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding Fifty pounds or to imprisonment fox a term not exceeding six
months or on conviction on indictment to a fine not exceeding Two
hundred pounds or to imprisonment with or without hard labour for a
term not exceeding two years or to both."
N.B.-The person making this certificate is required under the

penalties imposed by Section 320 of the Lunacy Act x8go to send a copy of
the same within two clear days of making it to the Commissioners in
Lunacy, I9, Whitehall Place, London, S.W.

FORi! 4.
Temporary Order.

I the undersigned being a person upwards of twenty-one years of age
hereby authorise you to receive as a temporary patient at your house.
[i8] No.

[rg] A B
whom I last saw at

on the [20] day of
I am not related to or connected with the person signiDg the certificate
which accompanies this order in any of the ways mentioned in the
margin [2I]

Signed
Name and Christian name at length rank profession or occupation (if

anv).
Full postal address.
How related to or connected with the patient
[If not the husband or wife or a relative of the patient the person sign-

ing to state as briefly as possible (I) why the order is not signed by the
husband or wife or a relatLve of the patient (2) his or her connection with
the patient, and the circumstances under which he or she signed.]

Dated this day of
To [22]
N.B.-The person making this order is required under the penalty im-

posed by Section 320 of the Lunacy Act x890 to send a copy of the same
within two clear days of making it to to the Commissioners in Lunacy
29 Whitehall Place, London, S.W.

[i] Insert residence of patient.
[21 City or borough as the case may be.
[3] Insert profession or occupation if any.
[1] Insert the place of examination giving the name of the street with

the number or name of the house or should there be no number or name
the Christian and surname of the occupier.

[5] State the nature of the disease.
[6] In case of a further certificate say "should continue under the

charge of."
(7] Give full Christian and surname.
[8] Give address as in the case of the place of examination.
[9] Date up to which order is to remain in force.
[Io] Give the specifie grounds why a temporary order is preferred.
[ii] If the same or other facts were observed previous to the time of

examination the certifier is at liberty to subjoin them in a separate
paragraph.

[I2] The names and Christian names (if known) of the informants to be
given with their addresses and descriptions.

[23] Insert full name and postal address.

[14] Husband wife father father-in- law mother mother-in-law son son-
in-law daughter daughter-in-law brother brother-in-law sister sister-in-
law partner or assistant.

[I5] To be added in the case of a third certificate.
[x6] Give the name of the medical practitioner who made the original

certificate.
1t7] Full postal address.
[i8] Give the full postal address of the house.
[I9] Give name sex age address and rank profession or occupation (if

any) and state whether married single or widowed.
[20] Some day within two days before the date of the order.
[21] Husband wife father father-in-law mother mother-in-law son son-

in-law daughter daughter-in-law brother brother-in-law sister sister-in-
law partner or assistant.

[22] Giving the full name and address of the person to whom the order
is addressed.

THE BATTLE OF THE CLUBS.
THE NORWICH MEMORIAL.

A MEETING of the medical profession in Norwich was held on
July 17th (Sir FREDERIC BATEMAN in the chair) to consider
the replies from the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Sur-
geons (already given in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL), and
from the Council of the British Medical Association, to a
memorial addressed to these bodies with regard to a medical
institute in Norwich and consultations with the medical
officers thereof.
The following resolutions were unanimously passed:
(i) Royal College of Physicians, London.-" That whilst the

thanks of this meeting be given to the Council of the Royal
College of Physicians for their reply to the memorial, the
medical men of Norwich desire to express the hope that the
College will in due course so alter its by-laws that it would
not be considered ' a departure from its customary procedure'
to forbid its Fellows, Members, or Licentiates from accepting
positions derogatory to the honour and contrary to the best
interests of the profession."

(2) Royal Colleqe of Surgeons ofEngland.-" That this meet-
ing, whilst acknowledging with thanks the reception of their
deputation and the reply of the Council of the Royal College
of Surgeons to their memorial, desire to express the opinion
that steps should be taken so to amend Section xvI of the
College by-laws as to enable the Council to prevent its
Fellows and Members accepting positions derogatory to the
honour and contrary to the best interests of the profession."

(3) British Medical Association.-" That a vote of thanks be
accorded to the Council of the British Medical Association
for so far answering their memorial in undertaking to memo-
rialise the General Medical Council to take further steps to
prevent the growing evils of medical aid associations, but
that this meeting regrets that the Council of the British
Medical Association declines to give an answer to that part
of the memorial which refers to consultations with the medical
men of these trading associations."

(4) The General Medical Council.-The memorial had been
acknowledged, but no reply received.

(5) Royal College of Physicians, Ireland.--This College passed
the following resolution on November 3rd, 1893, and con-
firmed it on May 28th, 1897: " The Royal College of Physicians
of Ireland desire to express their disapproval of their Licen-
tiates accepting office in medical aid associations as con-
ducted in England, inasmuch as the independence of the
physician is destroyed by the system and his services are
used so as to produce a profit for lay persons."

(6) The meeting unanimously resolved: " That no further
steps be taken with regard to meeting the medical officers of
the Norwich Institute in consultation, as this had already
been decided in the negative by a large meeting (33) held on
January i6th, and subsequently endorsed by the signatures
of 41 medical men in the city of Norwich."

LITERARY NOTES.
THE American X-Ray Journal is the title of a new monthly
periodical devoted to the promotion of investigations on the
properties of the Roentgen rays, which has just been started
at St. Louis. The editor is Dr. Heber Robarts.
We congratulate our Belgian contemporary Le Scalpel on

having completed its fiftieth year of journalistic life. Its
founder, Dr. A. Festraerts, was throughout his career a
vigorous and uncompromising champion of the dignity and
interests of the medical profession,.and under the able editor-
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