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prevents a humanised disease. Let the jubilee year of Her
Majesty be commemorated in this country by the passing of
an Act of Parliament enforcing vaccination (primary and
secondary), and supplying every opportunity for the obtain-
ing of efficient reliable vaccine. No greater, nobler, or more
lasting memorial could be raised.-I am, etc.,
Amersham, Bucks, Nov. 28th. P. MURRAY BRAIDWOOD.

OYSTERS AND TYPHOID FEVER.
SIR,-I have read your article in the BRITISH MEDICAL

JOURNAL of October 24th, under the above heading, with
much interest, as the connection of typhoid fever with
the eating of raw oysters has come frequently under my
personal observation since I891, when my attention was
specially directed to it by the fact that a patient of
mine, who was suffering from a mental affection, and who
was in perfectly good physical health, contracted typhoid
fever, which I thought attributable to his eating oysters,
which were ordered for him as part of his treatment, and as
no other member of the household had partaken of the
oysters or contracted typhoid fever, I suspected that they
were the medium through which he contracted the disease. I
was able to ascertain that the oysters had been brought
direct from some of the best oyster beds on the West Coast of
Ireland to the house from which they had been supplied to
my patient; it was therefore clear that they could not have
been contaminated in the beds where they were cultivated in
the pure water of the broad Atlantic. On further investiga-
tion I ascertained that the hampers were stored on arrival in
cellars in the basement of the house, pending the oysters
being required for consumption. On making further
inquiry I ascertained that there was a case of typhoid fever
under treatment in the house at the time.
While I concur with you in thinking that all oyster beds

should be kept under strict government supervision, I am
strongly of opinion that attention to the cleanliness and
ventilation of the cellars and fishmongers' stores in which
they are kept pending their being required for use is the real
way to prevent their continuing to be a means of propagating
enteric fever. If the sanitary authorities throughout the
United Kingdomwould exert themselves to enforce scrupulous
cleanliness, thorough ventilation, and inspection of these
stores, as they are supposed to do in respect of milkshops, I
believe that oysters will soon cease to be, as they unquestion-
ably now are, a common source of danger not only of typhoid
fever, but of a mitigated form of enteric fever which is now in
Dublin acquiring the name of oyster fever; it is of shorter
duration, and often capable of being aborted by treatment.
I am, etc.,
Dublin, Nov. 26th. HENRY FITzGIBBON, M.D.

THE URIC ACID DIATHESIS.
SIR,-In the report of the debate on Dr. Haig's paper on

the Uric Acid Diathesis, read at the Medical Society of
London, published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
November 28th, I am credited with having said that
"Hindus never ate meat under any circumstances." This
does not quite correctly represent what I did say, which
was to the following effect: Dr. Haig maintains that gout,
rheumatism, gravel, stone, and allied complaints can be
cured or avoided by having recourse to a diet composed of
(i) milk and cheese; (2) the pulses, as peas, beans, lentils,
dhall, etc.; (3) bread stuffs and cereal foods.
The question I put to Dr. Haig (and which I think he will

find it difficult to answer) was this: How does it happen that
in India, in the North-West Provinces and Punjab, where the
vast majority of the inhabitants live on exactly the anti-
uric acid diet laid down by Dr. Haig, stone is so extremely
common ? At least four-fifths of the inhabitants are Hindus,
and, with few exceptions, in accordance with their religion,
never eat meat. The other fifth being Mohammedans, are per-
mitted to eat meat; but the great bulk of them are in prac-
tice vegetarian, for the simple reason that they cannot afford
the luxury of indulging in animal food.-I am, etc.,
Harley Street, W. Dec. 2nd. P. J. FREYER.

RA.NSOM v. OD CHEM. CO.
SIR,-As solicitors for Dr. W. B. Ranom, of Nottingham,

the plaintiff in this action, we will ask you to be good enough
to publish in the next issue of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
the following statement, signed by the defendant company,
and handed to us for publication.-We are, etc.,
King Street, Cheapside, Dec. 3rd, HEMPSONS.

To the Editor of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
I896, R., No. 1498.

In the High Court of Justice, Chancery Division, Mr. Justice Stirling.
W. B. RANSOM, V. OD CHEEM. CO.

WHEREAS we recently published on p. 176 of a pamphlet issued by us
entitled "The Witness Box No. 4" relating to the drug called " San-
metto,'" manufactured and sold by us, a testiraonial purporting to
have been given by Dr. W. B. Ransom, of Nottingham, Enghand.
Although we received the testimonial in question on a postcard purport-
ing to come from Dr. Ransom, we now find that the same was not sent by
him or by his authority, and that-ew has never used the said drug or
given any testimonial concerning it. We therefore publish this sjate-
ment, and desire to express our sincere regret to Dr. Ransom for having
misguidedly made use of his name in this connection, and for the incon-
venience and annoyance caused him thereby, and we have submitted to
an injunction restraining us from further publishing or making use of
Dr. Ransom's name in connection with " Sanmetto."
Dated this 3rd day of December. I896.

Od Chem. Co., 15, Cedar Street, New York.

THE EASTBOURNE WATER SUPPLY.
SIR,-The members of the British Medical Association

practising in this town will have reason, I trust, to be thank-
ful to you for instituting a special commission of inquiry with
regard to the condition of the Eastbourne water supply. Your
independent examination of the water, as reported in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of November 21st, corroborates the
reports of the many experts who have during the last year
examined the water, and your report will make it generally
known that the Eastbourne water is free from all organic
impurity-a fact all along well known to the members of the
medical profession in this town, but not so well known, and
perhaps unknown, to many of their brethren elsewhere. Up
to June, last year, the water was always good and abundant;
but about that time the Eastbourne Water Company, while
making fresh headings, in view of the rapidly increasing size
of the town) came in contact with a saline spring. Ever since
then the main water supply, called the " Bedford Well " water,
has been unduly salty and unduly hard, though clear, odour-
less, and abundant. But until the drought of summer, this
year, and similarly last year, the water was not unpalatable,
and was almost universally drunk by the inhabitants. But
from August to September this year it became so distinctly
salty to the taste that many were only too glad to use other
water for drinking purposes, and for making tea and coffee.
Your report gives an analysis of the Bedford Well water of

October 8th-that is, six weeks prior to the apnearance of
your report in the JOURNAL of November 21st. The analysis
is not quite up to date, and with your permission I will sup-
plement it, and show that there has been since then a steady
improvement in the water. The amount of chlorine, as
chlorides, on October 8th, as quoted by Mr. Cassal, your
analyst, is i88 parts in ioo,ooo parts of water. This reduced
to a gallon of 70,000 grains gives nearly 132 parts of chlorine
to the gallon.
The Eastbourne water has been, and still is, examined daily

by our excellent medical officer of health, Dr. Willoughby,
whom I have seen- to-day. He has kindly supplied me with
the following figures: On October 6th there were 136 grains of
chlorine, as chlorides, per gallon, or 4 grains more than Mr.
Cassal discovered two days afterwards. On October 23rd the
chlorine had fallen to 76 grains, on November 3rd to 62 grains,
and on November 23rd-that is, yesterday-to 5I grains. The
chlorine has therefore decreased in six weeks from 136 parts
to 51. Similarly the hardness has become less and less. On
October 8th your report gives 120 degrees of hardness. Dr.
Willoughby found on October 23rd 65 degrees, November 3rd
59 degrees, and November 23rd (yesterday) 5i degrees. This
water, which I have carefully tasted to-day, is to bay mind
quite palatable.

It will be seen from the above figures that the Bedford Well
water is now vastly better than it was at the date of your
analysis.
This water is now drunk by many of the inhabitants in

preference to any other, many believing that it is especially
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