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and the various committees are appointed and actively at
work. Already the Dominion Government has granted /i,ooo
to meet the expenses, while there is every prospect that the
Provincial Government (of Quebec) and the city of Montreal
will contribute in proportion. Thus, together with private
subscriptions, at least [3,000 will be raised without difficulty
for the purpose of entertaining the Association. The secretary
of the local Branch, Dr. J. A. Springle, is receiving daily
letters of application for membership not only from Canadian
practitioners, but from medical men of British nationality
settled in the States, while steps are being taken to establish
new Branches of the Association in several centres through-
out the Dominion. It is clear that one result of the invita-
tion to meet in Montreal will be a notable augmentation in
the strength and effectiveness of the Association in North
America.
Montreal was this autumn the meeting place of the

Canadian Medical Association, under the presidency of Dr.
James Thorburn, of Toronto. Close upon 200 members were
present, and in numbers as also in the quality of the
addresses and papers read, there was a marked advance
upon previous meetings. The feature of the meeting of first
importance was without doubt the report of the Committee
upon Interprovincial Registration. When confederation was
accomplished it was enacted that each province should retain
control of its own educational affairs, and as a consequence
each has its own Licensing Board, endowed with powers to
examine, admit, and register medical students and practi-
tioners. A Toronto student cannot practise in the province
of Quebec or in Nova Scotia without passing the full series of
examinations, primary and final, demanded by the Boards
of the two last-mentioned provinces, nor can a Montreal
student practise in Ontario save under like conditions. A
physician's licence does not extend beyond his own province,
and in addition, so long as there is provincial registration,
for so long is it impossible to have reciprocal registration
with the motherland. After many years discussion, a com-
mittee, formed of representative medical men from the various
provinces, has arrived at a scheme which appears satisfactory.
Their majority report was adopted by a large majority, was
ordered to be printed and sent to every member of the dif-
ferent provincial councils, and it is to be hoped that next
year will see yet another strengthening of the bond uniting
Canadian and other practitioners of the Empire. It was
further determined that next year the Canadian Medical
Association shall again meet in Montreal, and then on the
two days immediately preceding the meeting of the British
Medical Association.
This letter cannot be closed without reference to a most

important step recently taken by the Provincial Board of
Health. In his capacity as bacteriologist to that body Dr.
Wyatt Johnston has devised a very practical and valuable
modification of 'Widal's method of serum diagnosis of typhoid.
Widal and Sicard have already pointed out that serum
and blood, when dried retain their power of arresting the
motion of typhoid bacilli, and causing the microbes to aggre-
gate into clumps, but they do not record any practical appli-
cation of the circumstances. It has since been shown by Dr.
Wyatt Johnston that the fluid obtained by moistening with
water a dried blood-drop gives the reaction in a prompt and
satisfactory manner, even after it has been dried for several
days. This modification of the process makes it more suitable
for a system of free public laboratory diagnosis, similar to
that in the case of diphtheria, for a drop of dried blood from'
a case of suspected typhoid can readily be sent to a laboratory
andthere be examined. Dr. Wyatt Johnston has made a long
and most satisfactory series of tests, and now as a result the
Board has published an envelope containing a slip of clean
(sterilised) paper. Upon the envelopes are printed the
necessary directions how to obtain a drop of blood, together
with a table, to be filled in, of items of information required
-name, age, date of disease, main symptoms, etc. The drop
of blood placed upon the slip of paper is to be dried, placed in
the envelope, and this, enclosed in another (also supplied) is
then to be forwarded to the laboratory of the Provincial
Board. The diagnosis is given before noon on the following
day, either by letter or telephone. These envelopes can be
obtained by practitioners from any of the leading chemists,
and in case of doubtful diagnosis, the Board have prepared

minute tubes for forwarding samples of fluid blood.
At the meeting of the American Public Health Association
at Buffalo last month, employing this method alone, Dr.
Johnston was able to diagnose correctly in every case from
dried blood-drops collected and sent from Montreal after his
departure, whether they were obtained from typhoid patients
or no. It may be remembered that Dr. Wyatt Johnston four
years ago described the simple method of employing hard-
boiled eggs with the white exposed at one end and inverted
in an egg cup, for gaining diagnostic cultures of the diph-
theria bacillus when blood serum test tubes are not easily
obtainable.

CORRESPONDENCE,
THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND THE

BRITISH ASSOCIATION IN CANADA, I897.
SIR,-The question raised by Mr. Walter Steeves in his

letter to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL issued on Sep-
tember 26th is one that has throughout engaged the attention
of the Montreal Branch and the local executive of the forth-
coming Montreal meeting; and the date now proposed for the
opening of the meeting, namely, August 31st, was determined
upon after consultation with the General Manager of the
British Association (Mr. Griffiths) and Professor Macallum,
of Toronto, the Honorary Local Secretary of the same. The
executive of both Associations desire that as many as possible
should be present at both meetings, and that the two should
not in any respect overlap. The Toronto gathering ends upon
Thursday, August 27th. It is the custom to open meetings of
the British Medical Association on a Tuesday, a day which
in this case is peculiarly suitable, inasmuch as the passengers
by the leading boats, both by the St. Lawrence an New York
routes usually arrive in Montrealon Mondays, andthe conveni-
ence ofthoseattendingthe Montrealmeetingalonehas tobe'con-
sidered.
Tuesday, August 25th, could not well be chosen without

interfering with the British Association, and as numerous
shorter excursions are being arranged from Toronto, it seemed
well to arrange that those attending both Associations should
spend the time between the 27th and 3Ist in visiting Niagara,
the Thousand Isles, Ottawa, and other places of note between
the two cities. It may be added that all members of the
British Medical Association will receive a very hearty wel-
come at the meeting of the Canada Medical Association,
which will take place at Montreal on August 28th and 30th
immediately before the British Medical gathering.-I am
etc., J. GEORGE ADAMI,

Montreal, Oct. 20th. Hon. Local Secretary.

MEDICAL DEFENCE AND THE GENERAL MEDICAL
COUNCIL.

SiR,-There is one point connected with the proposals for
making the British Medical Association a " Defence Union "
which I have not seen noticed, but -ihich to some may seem
deserving of consideration. If membership of the Associa-
tion is to implyIpso facto membership of the " Defence"
organisation, and if the latter is to undertake the conduct of
prosecutions before the General Medical Council, the mem-
bers of the latter body must cease to be connected with the
Association. This is obviously expedient on general grounds,
but there is also judicial authority for the belief that on
legal grounds it would be imperative. Whether or not it is
desirable that the members of the Council should thus be
compulsorily retired from the Association is a question
which I do not presume to decide, but it is one that should
be settled deliberately, and not merely by implication.-I
am, etc.,
October 24th. A MEMBER OF BOTH BODIES.

WORKMEN'S CLUBS AND BANKRUPT COMPANIES.
SIR,-I should like to bring forward a matter which con-

cerns myself and several practitioners in South Wales, in the
neighbourhood of large iron, tinplate, and other works. In
these works it is customary for the men to form a medical
club, and pay the doctor so much a week, which they agree to
have :deducted from their wages at the pay office; the firm
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