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to invent schemes for supplying places to any section of the population,
but to get its work done, and in doing so cheapness is not the first con-
sideration, but efficiency is. The case for Government is a perfectly
simple one, though the enthusiasm of one-sided advocacy envelops the
contest in a fog. The Indian Medical Service is a competitive service
open to all British subjects. It cannot be entered by the backstairs.
Interest or colour has nothing to do with it. Whoever wishes to share
in whatever prospects it offers has not to go begging for the privilege.
No agitation, no demonstration, no appeal to national sentiment or talk
about dumb millions or professional jealousies is at all requ.red to enable
a native medical man to present himself at the competition in Burlington
House. There is no other road to the medical service of the Indian
Government, there ought to be no other, but the royal road of competi-
tion, for it is the only one that demonstrates the neutrality of Govern-
ment and clears away the worst roots of the vices of patronage. Persons
desirous of entering the fold without passing through the appointed gate
can scarcely get over the logic of the position to which the Government
hold the key. ' If you want the portion of the Indian Medical Service,
why do you not compete?' is a rejoinder the full force of which has been
by no means fathomed. If this chimera of a separation of the civil from
the military duties of the Indian Medical Service were ever realised, it
would mean the extinction of this service altogether. This is probably
the aim of the local agitation, but the prospect is one that can scarcely be
welcomed either by Government or the public.

It must not be torgotten that the competition was so great that often
five, six, and more candidates, all doubly qualified men, were found com-
peting for a single vacancy. This sifting of ability was a distinct advan-
tage to the State and to the public. But this keenness of competition
was nourished on one food, the knowledge that there are some prizes, and
the hope that each man has of attaining to them. Abolish the Civil Medi-
cal Service, and where will Government get men to sacrifice their lives to
weary rounds of routine duty ? Is it possible to conceive that European
medical men will come out to this country to do all the dirty work of war,
all the weary monotonous drudgery of cantonments in order to preserve
for native practitioners serene enjoyments of the best emoluments of
peace? This is to call in the delusions of insanity to support the delu-
sions of enthusiasm, and the end of such nonsense is laughter. The
chain of reasoning. in this simple matter consists of but two links. The
first is a commonplace, that for the great public services of England there
is but a single portal, namely, competition. The second is, that it is the
duty of the tate to make the positions offered sufficiently lucrative and
promising to attract good men. By taking away civil offices from the
Indian Medical Service, you take away all prospect of the rewards asso-
ciated in men's minds at home with service in this country, and there
would not be long to wait before the Indian Government would find itself
in a much worse plight than the War Office in the outlook for candidates
to carry out the medical administration of the Army.

HOSPITAL FOR SOLDIERS WIVES.
TxE plans for the new hospital at Aldershot have been approved, and the
work of construction will be proceeded with at once. The site is near
the eastern wing of the Cambridge Hospital. Accommodation will be
provided for 53 patients.

MEDICAL SERVICE DINNER (SIMLA).
THERE were present at this dinner Surgeon-Major-Generals Gore and
Cleghorn, Surgeon-Colonel Raye, Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonels
Franklin, C.I.E., and Roe; Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonels Young, Wilkie,
Ranking; Surgeon-Majors Moorhead, Beamish, Treherne, Henderson,
Dennys, Mulroney, Shearer, Coutts; -Surgeon-Captains Leslie, Mac-
namara, Morris, Macleod, Gilbert, Marshall, Gould.

REORGANISATION OF THE MILITIA MEDICAL
SERVICE OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

WE have been favoured with a copy of a paper on the above
subject, read before the Canadian Medical Association at
Montreal on August 28th, by Deputy-Surgeon-Gleneral W.
Tobin, of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and which has been sub-
mitted to the Canadian Government.
The author gives a sketch of the organisation of the

Canadian militia. It consists of an active militia, of cavalry,
artillery, and infantry, obtained by voluntary enlistment,
numbering 31,800 men; they are thoroughly trained, and
serve for three years. -The militia reserve consists of all men
been i8 and 6o, not actually serving in the active militia, and
whether trained or not; about 45,ooo are trained annually for
twelve days. The reserve, counting only those who have
served at one time with the colours, number about 200,000
men.
The medical service for this great force is organised on the

regimental system, as it existed in this country prior to 1873,
a system which the author describes as "antiquated and
discredited." The Medical Department consists of a surgeon-
general at Ottawa, who had no administrative officers under
him,until within the past year, when five deputies were
appointed; but, as the order did not state whether the rank
ofthese officers was substantive or honorary, and, as a sub-

sequent order abolished relative rank and assimilated the
titles to those now used by the Army Medical Staff, without
mentioning these deputies, their position at present is entirely
undefined. The difficulty seems to lie in the fact that the
Militia Act does not authorise rank or title above that of

lieutenant-colonel for the local forces, so that the title surgeon-
colonel is held back.
The executive medical officers bear the same titles as those

in the Imperial service. Each battery and smaller units has
one medical officer, each regiment of cavalry and infantry
and brigade of artillery two., who are integral parts of the
same, irremovable, and wear the uniform of the corps to
which they belong; they are promoted in their corps, and
may not be removed for duty elsewhere. They have no
hospital or field equipment, save the field companion and
water bottle. In each brigade district there is a certain
amount of hospital equipment in store, but it is very doubtful
whether it is ever inspected and kept fit for use.
The duties of a medical officer of the permanent corps are

similar to those of the British service under the old regi-
mental system, but he 1iTdergoes no training, instruction,
or examination in his duties whatever; he has no regulations
concerning the passing of recruits, a duty which is performed
in a most perfunctory manner. He knows nothing of the
duties he might at any moment be called upon to perform
on active service. The regimental system thus stands con-
demned, and proved utterly inefficient in the North-West
campaign.
A departmental instead of a regimental system is urgently

needed, together with the formation of bearer companies,
field hospitals, etc., as detailed in the Army Medical Regula-
tions of the British medical service. This has been urged on
the Dominion Government, hitherto without success, as
against the advice of " military advisers." The tendency of
the day, both at home and abroad, is towards autonomy in
the military medical service.
The scheme which the author proposes bears a general

resemblance to that in existence in the British army. Junior
medical officers would be attached to corps for a limited
time, but transferable to a general medical staff; a medical
staff composed of volunteers should be formed, under a
medical head called director or surgeon-general, attached to
headquarters of the Canadian army. Bearer companies with
their equipment should be at the headquarters of brigades;
medical officers should be trained in their duties; equipment
should be similar for these companies and for field hospitals
to that in the British service. The author expresses his in-
debtedness for valuable information and suggestions to
Surgeon-Major-General O'Dwyer, late Principal Medical
Officer at Halifax.
*** The reorganisation of the Canadian Militia Medical

Service demands the early and earnest attention of the
Dominion Government. It is quite clear that should the
splendid fighting material available for Canaaian defence
have to be suddenly mobilised, the medical service would be
utterly unfit to play its part, and a lamentable and culpable
loss of life would result therefrom. The regimental medical
officers in their ipresent untrained and unequipped condition
would not be able to afford even first aid to the wounded
while the total absence of organised bearer companies ana
field hospitals would leave multitudes of brave men to perish
miserably. What can the Dominion " military advisers " be
thinking about ?

MEDICO-LEGAL.
CHOCOLATE CHUMPS AND PARAFFIN WAX.

AT Birmingham Police Court, on October x6th, three confectioners were,
according to the report in the Daily Telegraph, fined 4os. and costs for
selling "chocolate chumps" which contained paraffin wax and ingred-
ients injurious to health, and no chocolate; and the city analyst stated
that the wax was probably more indigestible than india-rubber or a paving
stone. It was stated for the defence that the ingredients were used
merely to protect the sugar-stick from damp, but the magistrate looked
on the offence as serious.

PHARMACY ACT PROSECUTION.
THE Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain on October x6th sued,
according to the report in the Times, at the Lambeth County Court, a
medicine vendor named Mendel, who occupies a shop at 5A, Maxted Road,
Peckham, for infringement of the Pharmacy Act. Mr. T. R. Grey, barris-
ter, who appeared for the Society, stated that two penalties were claimed
-one for keeping open a shop for the sale of scheduled poisons, and the
second for falsely assuming the title of a registered chemist and druggist.
With regard to the first infringement of the Act, counsel explained that a
witness named Partridge bought at the defendant's shop on June 24th two
substances-paregoric and oxalic acid. A technical difficulty arose as t:
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the paregoric. Upon being analysed it was found that the paregoric was
minus opium, the essential ingredient, and this took the purchase out of
the Schedule of the Pharmacy Act; but nevertheless, the defendant was
liable to penalties under the Sale of'Food and Drugs Act. The oxalic acid
was, however, of the best quality, and clearly rendered the defendant
liable to the penalty prescribed by the Pharmacy Act. Mendel's labels, as
well as his shop facia, announced him as a "consulting chemist," and
this was an offence within Section xv of the Act. Evidence in support of
counsel's statement having been given, Judge Emden, in giving judgment
for the full penalties claimed (,Io), said the infringement of the Act had
been aggravated by the defendant, who did not appear, in selling a com-
pound which was to all intents and purposes a fraud. Costs were allowed
on the higher scale.

BABY FARMING IN BATTERSEA.
AT the South-Western Police Court on October i7th, Mary Ann Stevens, a
married woman living at Isleworth, and Caroline Davies appeared to
answer an adjourned summons for being concerned for keeping more
than two infants for hire in a house unregistered for the purpose. The
prosecution was conducted by Mr. Seager Berry for the London County
'Council, and the defendants were represented by Mr. Hanne. The facts
as given at the last hearing, according to the report in the Daily News,
went to show that the defendants kept fourteen children in the house, of
whom eight died, two were removed ill, and one was removed dirty. At
the inquest on the death of one child, a coroner's jury found that the
child's death was accelerated by neglect. The house was registered for a
year, but the defendants took the children at the expiration of the year,
and besides concealed some of the infants from the inspector. Mr.
Francis said the prosecution was a very proper one, and he had no hesi-
tation in concluding that the defendants wilfully broke the law. At first
he thought a penalty would meet the case, but on consideration he felt
that the circnmstances of the case were so bad that the conduct of the de-
fendants merited imprisonment. He would therefore order them to be
sent to prison for six weeks with hard labour.

CHARGE OF THEFT FROM CONSULTING ROOMS.
GIEORGIE EDWARD COLDWELL, alias Dudley, described as a publisher'3
traveller, of Southgate Road, Dalston, was brought before Mr. Sheil on
October 20th on remand charged with stealing surgical and dental in-
struinents, etc., from doctors. Numerous cases were, according to the
report in the Westminster Gazette, gone into, and in every instance the
same procedure was adopted by the prisoner. He called at the residences
of medical men, usually when they were out visiting, and on the pre-
tence that he was a patient requested permission to wait in consulting
rooms or the surgery till the doctors return. In some cases he got
servants to leave him to fetch writing materials. The property he appro-
priated included silver cigarette cases, plated goods, clocks, medical
books, and instruments of every description. Detective Walters proved
the finding at prisoner's lodgings of nineteen pawntickets relating to
stolen property, and no fewer than twelve cases of surgical instruments
and fifty books, chiefly medical. A previous conviction in August, I893
at North London Police Court was proved against the prisoner for steal-
iDg money from a dressing box at Hornsey Road baths. Mr. Sheil com-
mitted the prisoner for trial at the sessions.

MONEY PAID BY MISTAKE.
A CORRESPONDENT writes as follows: During my absence abroad, B., my
locum, had full charge, not only of my practice, but also of my house
and private affairs, and was asked by nie to let stand over any trades-
men's bills that might come in. Owing to the state of my health, I was
away considerably longer than I anticipated, and B. thought it well to
pay some of the accounts. Unfortunately, among the number was one
to a local tradesman, although palpably not intended for me, but
addressed to a man of the same name. The question is, who is to stand
the loss? B. says he acted contrary to my wishes, and therefore he
ought to pay; I say that he was acting on my behalf and in my interest,
and I ought to be the loser. The tradesman acknowledges the account
was not meant for me, but refuses to refund the money, as he says he
has not an opportunity of recovering the money, as the debtor has left
the town, and also says that I am the initial cause of any loss, although
I point out that his delivering the account at my house was the cause of
mistake. The tradesman is in a large way of business. Is he liable to
refund the money ?

*** We are surprised that the tradesman did not at once refund the
money on the mistake being brought to his notice, and think that an
action against him would lie for the recovery of it. We would recom-
mend a formal demand being at once made on the tradesman to refund
the money, and an intimation might be given that legal proceedings
would be taken in default. Our correspondent as principal should, of
course, bring the action if necesgary, and as between him and the
locum tenens we think the principal should bear the loss (if any) as the
locum tenens admittedly acted in good faith and without gross
negligence. We concur with our correspondent in his conclusion
that the mistake originated with the delivery of the bill to the wrong
person.

PRELIMINARY INQUIRIES BY CORONER: FEES FOR MEDICALSTATEMIENTS.
J. T. writes: A coroner writes to me for my opinion of the cause of a
sudden death. He refuses to pay a fee, notwithstanding the fact that
the other county coroners always do so. What is my remedy?
***If the coroner in question receives the sanction of the county

council to pay fees for information rendered to him by medical men
previous to an inquest, presumably for the purpose of assisting him
to decide whether an inquest shall be held or not, our correspondent
is,undoubtedly entitled to remuneration. Such allowances are not by

any means universal, as many county councils make their seale of
allowancee and disbursements to cover only the expenses incurred
upon the holding of an inquest, and, when this is known, then medical
men as a matter of courtesy frequently communicate with and give
information to the coroner previous to the ilnquest. Under the cir-
cumstances mentioned by our correspondent, we should advise that
he communicate with the county council, mentioning the facts as
stated in his letter to us.

CONTRACTS IN RESTRAINT OF PRACTICE.
A CORRESPONDENT writes: A. sells his practice to B., and agrees not to

settle in practice within ten miles of the place. Subsequently A. is
requested by the St. John Ambulance Association to give a course of
" first aid" lectures on behalf of the county council in a neighbouring
village within the proscribed radius. Is A. in any way by so doing
infringing the agreement with B. either in the spirit or the letter ?
*** In our opinion the delivery of the lectures in question would not

constitute an infringement of the contract either in the spirit or the
letter. We assume, of course, that no practice of any kind would be
involved.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGESI
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.

THE Regius Professor of Medicine gives notice that both the examinations
for the degree of M.B. will commence in the Examination Schools at IoA.M.
on Friday, December ixth. Candidates must give notice to the Secretary
to the Board of Faculties on or before 10.3o A.M. on Friday, November
27th. _

UNIVERSlTY OF CAMBRIDGE.
APPOINTMENTS.-Dr. Gaskell, F.R.S., has been reappointed a member of

the General Board of Studies ; Mr. J. E. Gray, of King's College, has been
appointed to work at the university table in the zoological station at
Naples.
EXAMINATION IN SANITARY SCIENCE.-The following have satisfied the

examiners in both parts of the examination, and are thereby entitled to
receive the diploma in Public Health:

P. J. Atkey, J. R. Carver, C. H. Cayley, H. Galt, J. H. Harris, W. W.
Kennedy, D. J. Lawson, T. Mitchell, A. G. Newell, T. T. Ormerod,
W. C. C. Pakes, R. Pemberton, A. S. Ransome, T. Robinson, H. L.
Rutter, W. Scobie, J. Stalker, R. H. Strong, C. Todd, E. T. Whitaker,
H. J. E. H. Williams.

DEGREES FOR WOMEN.-The Vice-Chancellor has received two memo-
rials on this subject from members of the Senate (I) earnestly deprecating
the admission of women to membership of the University, or to any of
the degrees which are conferred on members of the University; (2) sup-
porting a proposal for conferring on women who pass a Tripos Examina-
tion some title which does not imply membership of the University. The
first is signed by 1,992 members of the Senate, the second by 1,369, and
both memorials by 1,124. The total number of members silning is 2,237.
THE RELATION OF THE UNIVERSITY TO ADDENBROOKE s HOSPITAL.-

The Vice-Chancellor has published to the Senate the arrangement arrived
at with the governors of the hospital by which University teachers not
members of the staff may be appointed clinical lecturers at the hospital.
He hopes that the appointment of lecturers under this scheme will prove
to be of great advantage both to the hospital and to the medical school of
the University.
EXAMINATIONS FOR M.B. AND B.C. DEGREES.-The Third M.B. Exami-

nation Parts I and II, will begin on Tuesday, December 8th, and last till
Thursday, December x7th. The M C. Examination will begin on Friday,
December 11th. Names of candidates are to be sent in by November 27th.
The First and Second M.B. Examinations will begin on December 34th,
and last till December 22nd. Names of candidates are to be sent in by
December 4th.
FELLOWSHIP.-Mr. J. H. Widdicombe, M.A., first class in Part I and

Part II (Physiology) of the Natural Sciences Examination, has been
elected a Fellow of Downing College.
M.C. DEGREE.-Mr. H. H. Clutton, M.A., M.B., of Clare College, Surgeon

to St. Thomas's Hospital, has been approved for the degree of Master of
Surgery under the new regulations.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.
UNIVERSITY CLINICAL TUTORS.-At a meeting of the Managers of the

Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, held on Monday, October 1gth. a letter was
read from Professor A. R. Simpson, as representing the Clinical Pro-
fessors, submitting the names of the following gentlemen for appointment
as tutors for the University Class of Clinical Medicine: Harry Rains,
M.D.; George Elder, M.D.; D. A. Welsh, M.B. The letter further bore
that the state of health of the third-named gentleman was meanwhile
such as to prevent his beginning work, and request was made that Dr. R. A.
Fleming should be allowed temporarily to discharge the duty. Professor
Simpson's suggestions were all agreed to.
FINAL PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION.-The following gentlemen have

passed the Final Professional Examination for the Degrees of M.B. and
C.M.:
H. de M. Alexander, J. Anderson, W. Anderson, J. G. Bailey, A. W.

Bowie, A. G. Carment, C. C. Forrester, R. M. Gibson, W. T. Grant,
W. T. Hedley, R. Irvine, T. Johnstone, G. H. List, M. Mackenzie,
R. L. M'Kirdy, M.A.; J. D. G. Macpherson, N. Mandsley, C. W. Reid,
A. Rutherford, G A. Sander, G. B. Serle, H. W. Smith, F. Wilson,
J. F. Wolfe, R. S. Young, A. B. Blair. H. 0. Dougall, S. J. 0. Grinsell.
A. Hosking, J. M'Master, B. N. Mullen, B. K. Norman, H. Peck,
C. Porter, A. E. Scott, J. F. Strickland, G. C. Taylor, A. E. White,
and J. F. Williams.
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