
OCT. 17, I896.] CORRESPONDENCE.- TM BAtr, II67
THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL AND THE

TEACHING OF BACTERIOLOGY.
SIR,-Election addresses have limits, and those limits

prevented the treatment of the subject, which Dr. Starling
introduces in his letter to you, in that issued by myself.
Like him, I am interested in educational questions, but I am
not disposed to treat of them on the somewhat narrow basis
upon which he founds his questions to candidates. In the
address which I delivered at Manchester I pointed out the
necessity of students arriving at the hospital for instruction
being properly equipped with a general scientific education,
so that they could at once turn their attention to the subjects
of their life's work, and approach them in a scientific spirit.
There can be no question that modern scientific pathology is
the basis upon which alone correct practice in our professional
suhjects can be based, but I should be very sorry to learn
that the teachers of the subject underrate the value of a pre-
liminary training in biology, although I quite agree that
biology is not a subject which should be taught in medical
schools. Teachers of pathology have, I think, a right to
expect students who come to them for instruction to be suf-
ficiently grounded.
Bacteriology is, after all, a part, although a very important

part, of scientific pathology, and when it is taught should
not, I think, be separated from the main subject. It is diffi-
cult to understand how it can be taught with any satisfaction
to teacher or student apart from the main subject.
The question Dr. Starling really raises is the whole subject

of medical education. At the present moment I have seen
my way to advocating:

i. The raising of the standard of age qualification to 23, 50
that students may have more time to devote to general scien-
tific education before coming to medical schools.

2. The raising of the standard of preliminary education.
3. The removal of subjects such as chemistry, physics,

mechanics, and biology from the purely professional cur-
riculum.
The arrangement of the medical curriculum pure and

simple, if these changes were carried out, is not a question
which at present I am in a position to discuss, because it
would have to be assumed that the new conditions existed.
I can, however, assure Dr. Starling that I am fully alive to
the necessity of strengthening the hands of those who are
looking for a real scientific education in professional subjects
as apart from that which is called a practical. It has never
occurred to me that a practical education could be considered
practical at all without a scientific basis, but I am afraid that
the teaching authorities in our profession have never arrived
at any degree of unanimity as to the exact relations between
science and practice. The proposals which I have ventured
to put forward will, I believe, make that unanimity more
possible if they are ever carried out.-I am, etc.,
Hatfield, Oct.lioth. LOVELL DRAGE.

MR. CHRISTOPHER 'HEATH AND THE EDINBURGH
SCHOOL.

SIR,-I am extremely pleased to find that I misjudged Dr.
Umney in the matter alluded to in his letter. 1 must say,
however, that I think a more timely explanation of the cir-
cumstance was called for, since some, at least, of his fellow
practitioners who know him were under the same impression
as myself, and the personal knowledge of me which he dis-
claims is wanting merely on account of his supposed adver-
tisement. I sincerely regret that I should have added to the
annoyance he has already had through an error of which he
must be held entirely guiltless.-I am, etc.,
Penge, Oct. ioth. A. S. DUNCAN.

TYPHOID FEVER AND SEASIDE BATHING.
SIR,-Of late we have had numerous examples of typhoid

from oyster poisoning. I thought the following direct way
of getting it would be interesting, so I send rough history
of a case I am now attending.
On September T4th I was called in to see a patient, aged

20, and found her iI high state of fever. In a few days I
told the parents that it was a case of typhoid, and, on
inquiring as to the cause, I elicited the following history:
Miss D. had a few days before I saw her returned from a

seaside (?) resort; whilst there had indulged in sea (?)

bathing together with three of her cousins, who lived there.
On the ISt, 2nd, and 3rd of the month they bathed in a
floating bath, which fills and empties according to the tide.
Owing to some pain in the body after September 3rd no
more swimming was done, my patient returning to London
about September 8th.
After I pronounced it typhoid the father wrote to his rela-

tions with the result that a note came back saying that the
two elder cousins were ill, and the doctor feared typhoid.
This eventually did occur, with the result that one girl is
dead and the other two-my patient and her cousin-are in
most critical condition. The third sister escaped, and this is
accounted for by the fact that, being very young, she was
afraid to enter the water for any distance, and could not be
persuaded to go over head like the rest.

I understand that waterclosets are fitted in these floating
death traps, and sewage (faeces) has been seen floating about.
Should that be the case, I have no doubt we shall have more
correspondence on the subject, especially from those in the
district. As the oyster beds are in close proximity, no
wonder that bad results have followed their consumption, as
has been amply proved of late.-I am, etc.,
Green Lanes, N., Oct. 6th. AMB. ATKINSON.

SHORTHAND FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS.
SIR,-Permit me to call the attention of students to the

notice which appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
September 12th, p. 695, regarding the shorthand examination
for students commencing their first winter session, which will
be held in October in London, and at any provincial schools
where candidates intimate their intention to present them-
selves. The place and time of examination will be notified
privately. Candidates from London schools are requested to
send their names to L. Eliot Creasy, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., i,
Windsor Road, Ealing. Candidates from other schools will
send their names to the representatives of the Society whose
names and addresses are given in the notices that have been
put up at the various schools.-I am, etc.,

JAMES NEIL, M.D.,
Oxford, Sept. 23rd. Hon. Sec., Society of Med. Phonographers.

LORD JUSTICE LINDLEY ON INSANITY.
SIR,-In his address to the students of St. Thomas's Hos-

pital Lord Justice Lindley is reported to have said: "The
medical and legal professions disagreed on the subject of
insanity, the medical men stating that it was possible for a
man to be driven to do a wrong act by an unseen impulse.
Lawyers denied the existence of uncontrollable influence."
And his lordship added as an interesting corollary: "but
when they talked of diseases of the mind they did not know
what they were talking about." Is it possible to imagine
that a distinguished lawyer and a great judge can deny the
mass of evidence in favour of " uncontrollable impulse," " as
a revelation from Heaven or an impulse from Satan," to quote
the words of a brilliant writer ? Is it not notorious that some
of the most shocking crimes have been committed under the
influence of an irresistible impulse? Has Lord Justice
Lindley never heard of cases of homicidal mania, especially
in connection with epilepsy, where the uncontrollable impulse
is most marked; and, if so, will he deny the existence of
insanity in such cases; or others where the hereditary taint
of insanity exists and remains latent, perhaps for years, only
to burst out under some uncontrollable impulse in actions
which are sudden, unaccountable, and without any apparent
motive ?
Lord Justice Lindley does not agree with this doctrine of

unseen impulse, but he naively adds: " The difficulty is to
prove the reasons for his opposition." No wonder. It is easy
enough to deny a conclusion when the premisses are disputed
or rejected.
In the face of such an admission from the Bench, would it

not be well for great lawyers, and especially judges, to learn
something about diseases of the mind in the wards of a
lunatic asylum before being qualified to pronounce on the
sanity or insanity of a person, especialiy in cases involving
the life or death of the person whose acts are in question ? Or
would Lord Justice Lindley endorse the opinion of the late
Lord Westbury, when, speaking as Lord Chancellor, he
affirmed that " it was not necessary that a man should have
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