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unfit for the purposes for which it is supplied and paid for by
the householders of Eastbourne, and I have taken my share
in helping the Town Council to bring the water company to
book; but at the same time the inhabitants have to live in
the town, and unfortunately a large portion of them have to
live by its visitors, and it is well that the public should know
that things are not so bad as they are represented, and that
if we have to put up for the present with unpalatable water
there is no need for anxiety about the health of the town.
Least of all have we reason for anxiety for the slur twice cast
on the town drainage by the JOURNAL, for we know that the
town is the cleanest, brightest, best " groomed," and
healthiest health resort in England. A grating here and
there may have given signs of the excessively droughty
summer, but I can find no signs of it, and I have been at
some trouble to do so.
The water question has been temporarily solved by the

separation of the new from the old supplies, and as the
purity and palatability of the new supply is beyond question,
having been vouched for by the analyses of Dr. F. Stevenson,
there is no reason why Eastbourne should not have its usual
good autumn and winter season. It is the invalids, and not
the mere holiday makers (who are here in their thousands as
usual), who are kept away by such remarks as your corre-
spondent's, which catch the eye of medical men who are not
in a position to judge the merits of the case, and this must
be my excuse for troubling you with such a long letter. The
interests involved are very great, for at Eastbourne, more
perhaps than any other place, health is the chief " industry."
-I am, etc.,

Eastbourne, Sept. 20th. CHARLES ROBERTS, F.R.C.S.
*** We have referred this letter to the correspondent men-

tioned. He writes: If Mr. Roberts will read again the com-
munication which he attacks he will see that the statistics of
the medical officer of health were not called in question; it
was merely pointed out that the low death-rate of Eastbourne
did not prove that the water supplied to householders by the
local company is fit to drink. Mr. Roberts himself grants
that it is " not palatable," and that it is " altogether unfit for
the purposes for which it is supplied." As to the question
of wholesomeness, it was admitted that the water is, as far as
the writer knows, free from organic impurity, and it may
even be the case that it is beneficial for " itching " and for
" gout and skin cases." Possibly, also, the nausea and other
symptoms of gastro-intestinal disturbance which, pace Mr.
Roberts, the water certainly causes in some people, may be
only signs that its therapeutic action is in operation. The
average Eastbourne resident would, however, probably prefer
not to have medicinal substances, whatever their healing
virtue, laid on from the main. My complaint is that the
water company, of which the Duke of Devonshire, who is
the owner of the greater part of Eastbourne, is the chairman,
has not done its duty by the town. Remonstrances as
to the quality of the water are treated as "eexaggerated,"
and the distress which the bad odour into which the
town has fallen has brought upon those who depend
on its hygienic good name for a living is simply ig-
nored. Yet it is notorious that this has been a disastrous
season, and the bailiff is abroad in the quarters where
lodging-house keepers most do congregate. There are, more-
over, rumours of an outbreak of typhoid fever in the Old
Town due to drinking from a local streamlet to which the
badness of the water supplied had driven some of the inhabit-
ants. If the Eastbourne Water Company cannot remedy an
evil which has now become intolerable, it must be made to
surrender a monopoly which it has not known how to use for
the public benefit. As for the drains, the subject may seem
to Mr. Roberts to be irrelevant, but it forces itself on the
attention. He allows that "a grating here and there may
have given signs of the excessively droughty summer," but he
adds that he can find no signs of it. The question is one of
noses, and he must pardon me if I prefer my own to his. Not
merely "here and there," but all over the town, including
what the house agents call the "most select neighbour-
hoods," the drains at Eastbourne at certain times "smell
to heaven," evidently owing to inadequate flushing. I am
aware that a stink has been defined by a distinguished sani-
tarian as " the aromatic product of non-pathogenic moulds or
bacteria," and some stalwart defenders of the town may

perhaps argue that the " aromatic" emanations from the
Eastbourne gratings are not merely harmless but whole-
some. To some, however, they are disgusting, and to these
weaker brethren the occasional use of deodorising substances
would be a boon. Mr. Roberts says that health is the chief
"industry" at Eastbourne. If this be so, it is surely to
the interest of the town that no pains should be spared to
make its staple commodity as perfect as possible. This
result will certainly not be secured by hiding defects, and
abusing those who try to get them remedied.

ST. ANDREWS UNIVERSITY: EXTENSION OF THE
MEDICAL SCHOOL.

SIR,-With reference to the letters under the above head-
ing, from Dr. Buist of Dundee,which appeared in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL for September 12th and 26th, I beg to state
that I presume Dr. Buist is well aware that, under the I862
ordinances, St. Andrews University is authorised to give one
complete annus medicus. It may be that under these I862
ordinances the recently instituted lectures on anatomy and
materia medica may not qualify for graduation. But this is
doubtful, has yet to be determined, and cannot be settled by
the mere ipse dixit of any such self-constituted judge as Dr.
Buist. This is also of the less importance that it is not neces-
sary that either of these subjects should be taken during the
first year, and long before the termination of the first annus
medicus medical education at St. Andrews will be placed upon
an entirely satisfactory basis.
Intending students need have no hesitation in joining the

medical classes at St. Andrews ; their interests will be well
cared for and safeguarded.-I am, etc.,

GEORGE W. BALFOUR,
Member of the University Court of St. Andrews.

Edinburgh, Sept. 28th.

MR. CHRISTOPHER HEATH AND THE EDINBURGH
SCHOOL.

SIR,-As an Edinburgh graduate I wish to protest in the
columns of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL against Mr. Heath's
remarks on the Edinburgh School. From the deserved
respect in which Mr. Heath is held by men of that school, I
can quite understand that he is troubled with requests for
testimonials, often, no doubt, on the most slender grounds.
But I have yet to learn that the scattering broadcast of any
testimonial is an action that accords with the best or the
worst of Edinburgh traditions, or is one that would meet
with the approval of the great mass of Scotch graduates.
And I feel assured that no tradition of that school would
lead any of its teachers to assume the complacent egotism
of Mr. Heath's formula for extending "help" to "a good
man." " Mr. Jones has had every opportunity of thoroughly
learning his profession." This strikes one as a very excellent
method of airing, not to say advertising, the merits of Mr.
Christopher Heath and his school, but the help it would
give to a good man is not at first sight apparent.
For Mr. Heath's edification, I enclose a page of Kelly's

Directory of a certain neighbourhood, for I895-I896, contain-
ing a list of surgeons. You will see that three names are in
large type. Of these, one (I have marked it with red ink)
was so printed by an error of the publishers, who very
properly apologised to the doctor in question, and printed a
circular which explained the matter to his brother practi-
tioners. Of the remaining two, one is M.D. of London, from
St. Thomas's; the other L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., L.S.A., from St.
Bartholomew's. For the high privilege of having their names
printed in bolder and larger type than their professional
brethren, they pay, I understand, is. per annum. Now even
Dr. Ramsay Smith, deprecable as his action is, did not, I pre-
sume, pay for his advertisement; and in the face of two such
examples of petty tradesmanlike instinct, truly it wpll be-
comes a London man, be he Mr. Christopher Heath or
another, to say "I thank God I am not as these Scotch
graduates," for so spake the Pharisee of old.
To come to an end, Mr. Heath must recognise that all great

medical schools, as at present conducted, must turn out a
certain number of men who by their acts will deserve the
censure of their brethren. It lies with him to prove, and that
to the hilt, that Edinburgh turns out a larger proportion of
such men than other schools before he is justified in
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