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with which Continental mechanicians have long been
acquainted. I have made more than one effort at various
times to get the alteration made for some of my hospital
patients; but I soon found that I was making too great a
demand upon the insular trade conservatism, and could
rouse no interest in what merely advantaged a poor class of
patients. Perhaps Captain-Surgeon Fiaschl's communication,
by introducing the element of international competition, may
incite our mechanicians to give attention to a matter which,
whilst small to them, is of great benefit to poor patients.-I
am, etc.,
Queen Anne Street, W., Sept. x4th. C. H. GOLDING-BIRD.

ST. ANDREWS UNIVERSITY; EXTENSION OF THE
MEDICAL SCHOOL.

SIR,-In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September I2th
you published under the above heading the following by a
Dundee practitioner, Dr. R. C. Buist (M.D.Edin.): "Lest
students should be misled in making their arrangements for
the ensuing session, your ' Occasional Correspondent' should
have mentioned that as the medical ordinances for St.
Andrews University have not yet been passed the newly-
appointed lecturers on Anatomy and Materia Medica will not
at present be able to give qualifying courses of lectures. As
criticism of the business methods of the University Court is
more pertinent to meetings in St. Andrews, I content myself
with safeguarding the interests of prospective medical
students."
The subject of qualifying courses of lectures at St. Andrews

University, so far as I can see, in no way concerns your cor-
respondent, but as he wilfully or ignorantly misrepresents
the truth, I shall feel obliged by your publishing what I now
write.

It is true the new medical ordinances for St. Andrews have
not yet passed, but under the old ordinances, dated March
2ISt, I862, the University enjoys the following powers:
Section viii. No one shall be received as a candidate or the degree of

Bachelor of Medicine or Master in Surgery unless two years at east of
his four years of medical and surgical study shall have been in one or
more of the following universities and colleges, namely, the University
of St. Andrews, the University of Glasgow, the University of Aberdeen
the University of Edinburgh, the University of Oxford, the Univcrsity of
Cambridge, Trinity College, Dublin; Queen's College, Belfast; Queen's
College, Cork; and Queen's College, Galway.
This shows that St. Andrews University is entitled to give

two anni medici at St. Andrews.
That St. Andrews University can recognise lecturers for the

remaining years of the medical curriculum appears from
Section IX, Clauses i and 3, of the same ordinances:
The remaining years of medical and surgical study, other than those for

which provision is made by the eighth section, may be either in one or
more of the universities and colieges above specified, or in University
College, London; King's College, London; or the hospital schools of
London ; or in the school of the College of Surgeons in Dublin; or
under such private teachers of medicine as may from time to time receive
recognition from the University Court. [The italics are mine.]
The University Court of St. Andrews has clearly the power

to recognise, for medical graduating purposes, not only the
teaching of private or outside lecturers, but also its own duly
appointed lecturers, and under the latter are to be reckoned
its newly appointed lecturers on anatomyand materia medica,
as well as its long-established lecturer on botany.
Under the new arrangements, medical students at St.

Andrews will be able to take any of the following qualifying
classes during the coming winter session of 1896-7: I. Mathe-
matics; 2. Physics; 3. Botany; 4. Natural History; 5.
Chemistry; 6. Anatomy; 7. Physiology; 8. Materia Medica.

I may be permitted to add, as a set-off to Dr. Buist's non
possumus, that St. Andrews University is not only able to give
two anni medici in the ancient city, but that it is also able and
willing to extend a helping hand to deserving medical stu-
dents, and offers the following bursaries for the winter ses-
sion I896-7:

(a) Two bursaries for male students, of the annual value of
/5° each, and tenable for two years (in the gift of the St.
Andrews Graduates Association, London, Sir B. W. Richard-
son, President).

(b) Twenty Taylour Thomson bursaries for female students,
of the annual value of from £15 to £30 each, and also tenable
for two years (in'the gift of the University itself).-I am, etc.,

J. BELL PETTIGREW, M.D., etc.,
Dean of the Medical Faculty.

University of St. Andrews, Sept. 14th

BOGUS TESTIMONIALS: A DISCLAIMER.
SIR,-I have just received a book of advertisements of an

American nostrum called Sanmetto. To my astonishment, I
find my own name appended to a most objectionable testi-
monial in favour of this drug. I have never used it, and
need hardly say that I have never given any testimonial for
it. I ask you kindly to publish this disclaimer at once, and
to give your advice as to the legal remedy against this
abominable proceeding.-I am, etc.,
Nottingham, Sept. 3rd. W. B. RANsom.
*** This very glaring invasion of professional and personal

liberty is now under the consideration of the Medical Defence
Union.

"SPORADIC CRETINISM AND ITS TREATMENT."
SIR,-I regret to find in your report of the discussion on the

above subject at the Section of Diseases of Children, in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 12th, p. 621, an error
has been made in attributing to Dr. Judson Bury, of Man-
chester, remarks really made by myself. I merely quoted his
investigations in the case of a sporadic cretin formerly under
my care at the Royal Albert Asylum; and for the subsequent
observations as to the thyroid treatment of Mongol imbeciles
and of modified cretins I am solely responsible. Those of
your readers who care to correct their copies may easily do
so by connecting the last two paragraphs on page 621, and
erasing the words, " The discussion was continued by Dr.
Bury (Manchester)."-I am, etc.,
Richmond Hill, Sept. 12th. G." E. SHUTTLEWORTH, M.D.

THE MONGOL TYPE OF IMBECILITY.
SIR,-In your report of proceedings at the Carlisle meeting

in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 12th I notice
that Dr. Telford-Smith, of the Royal Albert Asylum, Lan-
caster, in his paper on The Thyroid treatment of Imbecility,
mentions the condition of mental apathy to be observed in
the so-called Mongol type of idiots. This is qtite the reverse
of my experience of these cases met with at the Darenth
Schools and also in private practice; in fact, they are
vivacious, with extraordinary powers of mimicry, great love
of music and dancing, and in addition to the other features
mentioned, one of their most striking peculiarities is the
state of the tongue. with its transverse fissures and hyper-
trophied papille. There may be gradations of the type,
but in all there is a marked family resemblance.
My experience of thyroid treatment in the Mongol type in

two cases in private was not encouraging.-I am, etc.,
J. BROOKE RIDLEY, M.D.Edin.,

Late Assistant Medical Officer, Darenth
Woking, Sept. 14th. Schools, Dartford.

THE IRISH SUPERANNUATION BILL.
SIR,-Adverting to the loss of the above Bill, I hope the

most indifferent and short-sighted Poor-law medical officer
now realises the folly of hnot having a medical representative
in Parliament. English mechanics, even English labourers,
are intelligent enough to club together and have their own
M.P., but our learned doctors (bless the mark!) are not wide-
awake enough to do likewise. Of course, the M.P. should be
a politician as well, and of the same principles as the con-
stituency he would woo. I hope some effort will be made,
and by the right people, to arrange this for the next general
election. Last time I was thinking of Parliament, and I an-
plied through Dr. Donnelly, of Dublin, I think to a smaIl
committee that very unfortunately had been constituted for
such a purpose. I got the cold shoulder, and I think other
national aspirants got the same. When a move shallibe next
made let Conservatives put their money into the hands of a
Conservative committee, and each section of Nationalists into
those of committees of their respective ways of thinking,
and a different result rmay be expected. There will be noth-
ing toprevent all the moneys which might be raised being
handed over afterwards to a successful candidate irrespective
of party, since what is wanted is an energetic man without
reference by us as doctors to considerations which, however,
will influence all of us in our non-medical capacity.

It is a great blot on the Bill which the Englishmen have
secured, that the pensions do not come out of a fund common
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