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no doubt as to the gravity of the present state of things. We understand
there is a dispute whether, and how far, this state of things is due to
recent legislation. The Government will consider the propriety of an
inquiry, either by committee or otherwise, to decide the controversy as
to the facts.

VACCINATION.
Mr. THOMAS BAYLEY asked the Home Secretary whether, seeing that the

Royal Commission on Vaccination had been sitting over six years, he
could hold out any hopes that they would be able to publish the result of
their investigations in time for the report to be laid before the House by
the House by the end of the present session.-The HOME SECRETARY:
The Commissioners hope to be able to submit their report to Her Majesty
in time for its presentation to Parliament before the close of the session.
If, however. they are unable to do so, the report will be, by Her Majesty's
permission, presented in dummy, with a view to its being circulated
to members during the recess. In either case it will be, I hope,
in the hands of the members within the next four or five weeks.-
Captain CHALONER asked the Home Secretary, with reference to certain
vaccination cases tried at Bradford-on-Avon Petty Sessions on May 27th,
whether he had now received the statements, duly attested of the de-
fendant, George Henry Banks, and his accredited friend, Wiliiam Grove
Parriss, and other witnesses to the effect that the defendant was not
present in court when the decision was given, and that Mr. Parriss was
refused a hearing for all his cases on the sole ground that he was not a
solicitor; and whether, in view of the refusal of a statutory right having
been thus shown to have taken place, he was prepared to advise that the
orders made in the absent defendants should be cancelled.-The HOME
SECRETARY: Yes, Sir, I have received these statements, and can only con-
clude that there has been some misunderstanding on the grounds on
which Mr. Parriss was refused a hearing. The order was not made, as
stated in the question, in the defendant's absence; and in any case
jurisdiction to cancel it lies not with me, but with the High Court.-
On the Report of Supply, on Tuesday, Sir C. DILKE, speaking upon the
vote for Royal Commissions, took occasion to refer to the Royal Commis-
sion on Vaccination, the expense of which, he said, had been a public
scandal. The experience they had had in connection with this Commis-
sion showed how desirable it was that Commissions should be small
bodies. The smaller a Commission was the sooner it was likely to come
to a conclusion, and the sooner Parliament would be likely to have its
report. When a Commission was large, a much longer time was spent in
the examination of witnesses, and a much larger number of witnesses
were called. He was afraid that the Vaccination Commission had only
been another case of abuse added to the great number of previous cases.
The case of this Commission was worth notice. There probably had never
been a Royal Commission appointed at any time the delay in connection
with which had been attended with as much inconvenience as with this.
It was a well-known fact that, owing to the difference of opinion which
had prevailed, Boards of Guardians had taken liberty to suspend all
action under the vaccination law. The result had been that the existing
law had become a dead letter. Not only had the more stringent law been
generally suspended. but even the minor provisions. Practically there
had been no law on the subject of vaccination in the country during the
sitting of the Commission. Not only had the law been in abeyance in
districts where tllere was a popular objection to vaccination, and not
only had compulsory vaccination been put an end to in some parts of the
country, but ordinary vaccination had been at a standstill-even
voluntary vaccination-and the state of things had been worse
even than if there had been no law at all in these places.-There
was no reply from the Government, and the vote was at once agreed to.-
Mr. WooTroN ISAACsoN asked the Secretary to the Treasury wiether he
would grant a return of the cost of tho Royal Commission on Vaccination
up to thie end of March, I896, promised on April 3oth last.-Mr. HANBURY:
Last April the hon. member put down a notice to move for a return of
this expenditure, and I informed him by letter of April 2gth that I would
agree to it: but he appears to have taken no further action in the matter
ti 1 now. Subsequently I informed the House, in reply to a question
put by the hon. member for Gloucester on May irth last, that the total
cost of this Commission up to the March 3Pst had been I6,792. This
answer appears to make the return now in question unnecessary.

THE CASE OF DR. BOYCE.
Mr. BHOWNAGGREE asked the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs

whether a petition had been reeeived by the Foreign Office from the
widow of Dr. S. R. Boyce, a Parsee medical officer lately employed under
Her Majesty's Commissioner and Consul-General in British Central
Africa, who lost his life in a slave expedition, near Lake Nyassa, for a
maintenance allowance for herself and her two infant children; and
whether, in vlew of the fact that in attacking the slave dhows, the com-
mander of the expedition having been killed and the second officer
severely wounded, Dr. Boyce led the men, and fell a victim to treachery
on the part of the native chief Makinjira, the Foreign Office would take
such petition into favourable consideration, and grant a maintenance
allowance to Dr. Boyce's widow and children, who had been left utterly
destitute by his death.-Mr. CURZON: Yes, sir; I am happy to inform the
hon. member that in reply to representations from the Foreign Office,
the Treasury have recognised the meritorious character of the case to
which he alludes, and have granted a pension of £33 6s. 8d. per annum to
the widow of Dr. Boyce, together with a gratuity of £23 for her two
children.

VIVISECTION.
Mr. MAcNEILL asked the Home Secretary when the report of the in-

spector appointed by Government to investigate the circumstances under
which operations had been performed, with or without ancesthetics, on
living animals, which was promised some weeks ago, would be published
and circulated: and would he explain what was the reason for the delay
in the publication of this report.-The HomE SECRETARY: The returns of
experiments on living animals will, I am informed, be issued to-morrow
(Tuesday) morning. The delay was caused by my not receiving the Irish
portion of the returns until July 27th.
In the House of Commons a return has been presented [No. 33o] bearing

upon experiments on living animals.

THE HANWELL SCHOOLS.
Mr. ERNEST FLOWER asked the President of the Local Government

Board whether it was his intention to allow the Hanwell seho6o managers
to proceed with the erection of an infant block in spite of the recom-
mendations of the Poor-Law Schools Inquiry Committee tha the existing
schools should not be enlarged (page 15); was it his intention to allow the
Mile End Guardians to proceed with the erection at North Weld of a
series of cottages, forming an artificial village for pauper children, in
spite of the statements and recommendations of the Poor-Law Schools
Inquiry Committee; was he aware that each bed in a similar village
(Elornchurch) Cost £189 58. 4d. (page I52), and a yearly x nditure of
£38 6s- 7d. per child, whereas the boarding-out system cost 3 65. od. per
child per annum, and with no capital charge; and wouldhe advie the
Mile End Guardians to board out the children chargeable to,that union
before involving the ratepayers in the proposed expense ?-Mr. CHAPLIN:
As regards the Hanwell School, the latest proposal is the revival of a,
previous scheme, suggested, I find, in 1894. But it was only received
within the last two days, and I have not yet had time to consider it, but I
am in general sympathy with the views of the Committee withl rrd to
the larger schools. With respect to the hamlet of Mile EId,ItaI last
May that the Board had inffrmed the guardians in Deceinbeir, I43, that.
they were prepared to approve of the purchase of land at North Weald
as a site for new schools, and an order was subsequently issued
authorising the purchase. I further stated that, under tho circum-
stances, if the guardians desired and thought it necesary to erect
schools on this land on the grouped cottage system, I should notfel justi-
fied in withholding sanction to their doing so. I also stated on the same
occasion that I had no reason to doubt the approximate accuracy of the
statements on the question as to the cost of the schools on the o e-
home system at Hornchurch and Banstead. The system of bei out
of children is one which has the entire sympathy of the Bord bat t
same time they attach the greatest importance to a judicio secon i
homes and careful supervision of the children boari out. If the
guardians are willing and able to avail themselves of the ystem of boad-
ing out to a much larger extent than at the present time, and the circum--
stances admit of it, the Board would view with favour any such proposal;
but to attempt to force a Board of guardians-assuming that I had the
power to do so-to adopt that system, by refusing to sanction any other
means of providing for the children, is more than I should feel that I was
justified in doing.

ARMY (MEDICAL DEPARTMENT).
Copies have been presented to both Houses of the Report relating to

the Army (Medical Department) for the year 1895, vol. xxxvii.

NAVY (HEALTII).
Copies have also been presented of the Statistical Report of the Health

of the Navy for the year 2895.
INEBRIATES.

The Sixteenth Report of the Inspector of Retreats for, for 2895, with
appendix, has been presented in both Houses.

PUBLIC HEALTH (IRELAND) BILL.
This re-committed Bill has been considered as amended In the House of

Commons, read the third time, and passed.
REPORTS.

During the week the twenty-fifth annual report, I895-96, has been pub-
lished by the Local Government Board, with a snpplement containing the
report of the medical officer for I895-96, a supplement in continuation of
the report of the medical officer for I894-95; inland sanitary survey
1895-94; and a supplement in continuation of the report of the medicai
ofmcer for 1894-9g, on oyster culture in relation to disease.
There have also been issued the thirty-eighth annual report of the

General Board of Commissioners in Lunacy for Scotland; the thirty-
eighth report (being for the year I895) of the Inspector of Reformatory and
Industrial Schools (Great Britain); a report on the criminal and judicial
statistics of Ireland for the year i895, with tables; the report of the Com-
missioners of Prisons and the Directors of Convict Prisons, with ap-
pendices, for the year ended March 3ISt, 896 (Parts I and II); the report
of the Departmental Committee on Reformatory and Industrial Schools,
vol. i, report and appendices.

ACTS PASSED.
In the last batch of Acts to which the Royal assent has been given were

the Public Health Bill, the Public Health (Ports) Bill, the Friendly Socie-
ties Bill, the Collecting Societies Bill, the Housing of the Working Classes
(Scotland) Bill, the Glasgow Corporation (Sewage), and the following water
Bills: Water Provisional Orders, Eastbourne Water, Kilmarnock Water,
Sheffield Corporation Water, Bournemouth Gas and Water, and New River
ComDanv.

OBITUARY.
DR. JAMES ANDREW SANDILANDS GRANT BEY, LL.D., of
Cairo, who died recently at Bridge of Allan, N.B., was a
native of Methlick, Aberdeenshire, and was born on October
14th, I840. He received his early education at Methlick
Parish School, which he left 1856. In I857 he entered the
University of Aberdeen, graduating M.A. in i862 and M.D.
and C.M. in I864. For some months he acted as Assistant
in the Aberdeen Royal Lunatic Asylum, and afterwards as
Superintendent to the Banff District Lunatic Asylum. In
April, i866, he went to Alexandria, where he rendered gre-t
service throughout the continuation of the epidemic of
cholera at that time; in recognition of this, the Sultan of
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Turkey conferred on him the title of the Chevalier of the
lmperial Order of the Medjidieh. In I867 Dr. Grant, after
fulfilling the contract on which he went out originally to
Egypt, returned home in charge of a patient, and again for a
short time acted as Superintendent to the Banff Lunatic
Asylum. In i868 he was again called off to Egypt, and got
permanently settled in the Government service at Cairo. In
i88o the Egyptian Government conferred on him the title of
Bey, and in I882 the University of Aberdeen conferred on
him the degree of LL.D. Dr. Grant Bey held officially the
appointm3nt of Honorary Surgeon to Her Majesty's British
Consulate at Cairo, and Medical Adviser to the Consular
Court, as well as that of Senior Surgeon to the Egyptian
Government Railways. He was a Fellow of the Society of
Science, Letters, and Arts in London, and Member of the
Biblical Archaelogical Society, and was the Co-editor of the
Arabic medical journal El Shilfa, and author of The Climate
of Egypt in Murray's Handbook for Egypt, I874; the article
Egypt in Dobell's Reports on Diseases of the Chest, I875; and
papers on Cholera and Hygiene in Egypt and India in various
professional journals.

DEATHS IN THE PROFESSION ABROAD.-Among the members
of the medical profession in foreign countries who have
recently passed away are Dr. De Visscher Fi6ve, Professor of
Medical Jurisprudence in the University of Ghent, aged 44;
Dr. Ignazio Cantalamessa, Professor of Medical Pathology
and head of the Medical Clinic in the Univeisity of Bologna,
aged 4o; Dr. Guinther, some time Director of the Veterinary
College, Hanover, aged 74; Drs. F. A. Kekule, Professor of
Chemistry and Examiner in Pharmacology at the Uni-
versity of Bonn, aged 66; Dr. E. B. Stevens, of Lebanon,
Ohio, U.S.A., for many years editor of the Cincinnati Lancet
and Observer, and Professor of Materia Medica and Thera-
peutics in the Miami Medical College, and afterwards in the
University of Syracuse, aged 72 ; Dr. Romuald Plaskowski,
Emeritus Professor of Psychiatry in the University of Warsaw
and author of numerous contributions to the literature of his
speciality, aged 74; Dr. Montaz, Professor of Physiology in
the Medical School of Grenoble; Dr. Juan Manuel, Escalona
Professor of Anatomy in the Medical Faculty of Caracas; Dr.
Jos6 Urbano, formi-rly Professor of Therapeutics and Forensic
Medicine in the same Faculty; and Dr. Desgranges, formerly
Surgeon to the H5tel Dieu, of Lyons, and Professor in the
Medical Faculty of that city.

PUBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S QUARTERLY RETURN.

THE Registrar-General has just issued his return relating to the births
and deaths registered in England and Wales during the second or spring
quarter of the current year, and to the marriages during the three months
ending March last. The marriage-rate was equal to II.3 per I,000 of the
population, and was o.5 per i,co belowthe average rate in the correspond-
ingperiods of the ten preceding years.
the births registered in England and Wales during the three months

ending June last numbered 232,213, and were equal to an annual rate of
30.2 per I,ooo of the Population, estimated by the Registrar-General to be
nearly thirty-one millions in the middle of this year. This rate was, with
one exeeption, lower than that recorded in the corresponding period of
any of the ten preceding years, during which the rate averaged 31.8 per
I,000. The birth-rates in the several counties ranged from 23.6 in Rutland-
shire, 24.3 in Sussex, and 24.8 in Surrey to 15.2 in Durham, 35.5 in Stafford-
shire, and 36.o in Monmouthshire. In thirty-three of the largest English
towns, including London, the birth-rate last quarter averaged 32.i per
I 000 and exceeded by o.g per I,0oo the general English rate. In London
the birth-rate was 30.3 per ,0oo, while it averaged 31.6 in the thirty-two
large provincial towns, among which it ranged from I9.7 in Huddersfield,
24.8 in Halifax, and 24.9 in Croydon, to 35.4 in Liverpool, 35.8 in Salford,
and 36.3 in Gateshead.
The births registered in England and Wales during the quarter ending

June last exceeded the deaths by 106,263; this represents the natural in-
crease of population during that period. It appears from returns issued
by the Board of Trade that 73,886 emigrants embarked during last quarter,
for places outside Europe, trom the various ports of the United Kingdom
at which emigration officers are stationed. Of these, 26,049 were English,
4,149 Scotch, 20,479 Irish, and 23,209 of foreign origin. Compared with the
averages in the corresponding periods of recent years, the proportion to
population of emigrants from each of the three divisions of the United
Kingdom showed a decline.
During the second quarter of this year the deaths of 124,950 persons were

registered in England and Wales, equal to an annt al rate of I6.3 per i,oo)

of the estimated population; this rate was, with one exception, lower
than that in the corresponding quarter of any year on record, and was 2.0
per I,0oo below the mean rate in the first quarters of the ten preceding
years. The lowest county death-rates last quarter were 10.2 in Rutlanl-
shire, II.5 in Huntingdonshire, II.7 in Bedfordshire, and xx.9 in Berk-
shire; while the highest rates were x8.x in Warwickshire, 19.4 in Lanca-shire, and z9.6 in North Wales. In the urban population of the country,
estimated at nearly twenty-one millions in the middle of this year, the
rate of mortality during the quarter under notice was equal to 27.' per
z,ooo; while in the remaining and chiefly rural population of nearly ten
millions the rate was I4.6 per I,ooo. These rates were respectively I.8 and
2.6 per I,000 below the mean rates in the corresponding quarters of the
ten preceding years. Among thirty-three of the largest English towns
the mean death-rate was I8.2 per I,ooo; in London therate was 27.9 per
x,ooo, while it averaged 28.4 in the thirty-two large provincial towns
among whieh the rates ranged from I4.I in Brighton, I4.4 in Croydon and
in West Ham, and 14.5 in Leicester, to 20.7 in Oldham, 2I.I in Liverpool,
22.9 in Sunderland, and 23.6 in Manchester and in Salford. In sixty-
seven other large towns, with an estimated aggregate population of about
three and a half millions, the naean death-rate was I6.3 per I,ooo, or I.9 per
I,0o0 below the rate in the thirty-three great towns.
The 224,950 deaths from all causes registered in England and Wales

during the three months ending June last included 5,468 which resulted
from measles, 4,I25 from whooping-cough, I,928 from diarrhcea, x,858 from
diphtheria, I,157 from scarlet fever, I,o0 from " fever" (including typhus,
enteric, and ill-defined forms of continued fever), and 3I9 from small-
pox; in all, 15,855 deaths resulted from these principal zymotic diseases,
equal to an annual rate of 2.06 per I,0o0, against an average rate of i.69 in
the corresponding quarters of the ten preceding years. The mortality
from small-pox, measles, diphtheria, and whooping-cough showed an
excess, while that from scarlet fever, "fever," and diarrhcea was below
the average. Of the 319 fatal cases of small-pox registered last quarter in
England and Wales, no fewer than 277 occurred in the city of Gloucester;
of the remaining 42 deaths registered in other parts of the country, 4
belonged to Bristol, 3 to London, and 3 to Aston Manor.
The rate of infant mortality in England and Wales last quarter, or the

proportion of deaths under I year of age to registered births, was equal
to I24 per I,0o0, and was slightly below the mean proportion in the ten
preceding corresponding quarters. In London the rate of infant mor-
tality was 138 per I,ooo, while it averaged 143 in the thirty-two large pro-
vincial towns, among which it ranged from 94 in Brighton, 207 in Norwich,
xI6 in Bradford, and II9 in Portsmouth, to 263 in Leeds, I64 in Oldham,
171 in Birmingham, and 172 in Salford.
The mean temperature of the air during last quarter at the Royal Ob-

servatory, Greenwich, was 55.60, and was 3.30 above the average in the
corresponding periods of 225 years; the mean showed an excess of 2.50 in
April, 2.20 in May, and 5sI' in June. The rainfall during the quarter
amounted to only 2.77 inches, which was less than half the average.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
IN thirty-three of the largest English towns, including London, 5,726
births and 4,456 deaths were registered during the week ending Saturday,
August 8th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
been 24.8 and 24.4 per I,ooo in the two preceding weeks, further declined
to 22.4 last week. The rates in the several towns ranged from 23.2 in
Burnley, 24.5 in Blackburn, and I4.6 in Bradford, to 25.5 in Hull 27.5 in
Preston, and 29.5 in Birmingham. In the thirty-two provincial towns
the mean death-rate was 21.6 per 2,000, and was slightly above the rate
recorded in London, which was 21.I per I,oOO. The zymotic death-rate
in the thirty-three towns averaged 5.8 per I,ooo; in London the rate was
equal to 5.8 per T,o00, while it averaged also 5.8 in the thirty-two pro-
vincial towns, and was highest in West Ham, Brighton, Wolverhamp-
ton, and Hull. Measles caused a death-rate of 2.0 in Derby. 2.2 in Brighton,
and 2.3 in Nottingham; scarlet fever of 2.4 in West Ham; whooping-cough
of 1.2 in West Ham and 1.4 in Hull; "fever" of 2.2 in West Ham and 1.2 in
Wolverhampton, and diarrhcea of 6.I in Preston, 6.g in Brighton, 7.2 in
Wolverhampton, and 7.8 in Hull. The 73 deaths from diphtheria in the
thirty-three towns included 51 in London, 7 in Birmingham, and 2 each
in West Ham, Liverpool, and Leeds. No fatal case of small-pox was
registered either in London or in any of the thirty-two large provincial
towns. There were 22 cases of small-pox under treatment in the
Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals and in the Highgate Small-pox Hospital
on Saturday last, August 8th, against 40, 37, and 28 at the end of the
three preceding weeks; 5 new cases were admitted during the week,
against 6 and o in the two preceding weeks. The number of scarlet
fever patients in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals and in the London
Fever Hospital, whichhad increased from 2,523 to 3,279 at the end of the
fourteen preceding weeks, had further risen to 3,369 on Saturday last;
366 new cases were admitted during the week, against 320, 322, and 360 in
the three preceding weeks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, August ist, 876 births and 44q
deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The annual
rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 28.3 and 27.6 per I,o00
in the two preceding weeks, further declined to 25.4 last week, and was
6.o per I,ooo below the mean rate during the same period in the thirty-
three large English towns. Among these Scotch towns the death-rates
ranged from II.5 in Edinburgh to 27.7 in Glasgow. The zymotic death-
rate in these towns averaged 2.7 per I,ooo, the highest rates being
recorded in Paisley and Glasgow. The 240 deaths registered in Glasgow
included 30 from diarrhcea, I4 from measles, 6 from whooping-cough,
3 from "fever," 2 from scarlet fever, and 2 from diphtheria. Two fatal
cases of scarlet fever were recorded in Leith.

DUTY OF A MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH UNDER THE
NOTIFICATION ACT.

ZETA propounds a number of queries as to the duties of medical officers of
health in cases in which the accuracy of notifieation certificates is in
question. The opinion of the Local Government Board with regard to

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.1859.427 on 15 A
ugust 1896. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

