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the afternoon were in attendance, and received the congratulations of
the Chairman, at whose request their health was drunk, and responded to
by Surgeon-Captain Swanson. The proceedings were enlivened7 by songs
by Surgeon-Colonel Kiallmark, Surgeon-Lieutenant Bourke, Surgeon-
ieutenant Ryan, and others; and the Honorary Secretaries, Surgeon-
Captain Dundas Grant and Surgeon-Lieutenant Eddowes, are to be
congratulated on the success of the meeting they so efficiently organised.

VOLUNTEER MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
A MEMBER writes to us with a view to get some information about the
Volunteer Medical Association, as since he joined it he has heard nothing
of it as regards its meetings or what it does. He suggests that now is
the time for it to look after the branch of the service it represents. We
,have made some inquiries, and learn that at the present time the Council
is considering a report of a subcommittee, which appeared in our columns
a few weeks ago, on the subject of volunteer medical organisation.
With regard to its past we may mention that it was founded in 1883,

with H.R.H. the Prince of Wales as President, having for its object the
formation of a central organisation for the purpose of discussing and
bringing before the authorities matters of interest to the service. Among
other things that it has done have been taking the initiative " in obtain-
aing substantive rank for medical officers," "in the formation of the
Departmental War Office Committee when Mr. Stanhope was Secretary of
,tate for War, which led to the formation of the brigade unit of medical
service as it now exists," " in the organisation of classes for the instruc-
tion of officers and men in ambulance work, which were carried on until
the formation of the Volunteer Ambulance School of Instruction, when
they were no longer required."

It also established a challenge shield, which Is annually competed for
by volunteer regiments from all parts of the kingdom, and it started and
still annually organises the volunter medical officers' mess dinner, which
gives them opportunities for conference and social intercourse.

It is to be regretted that the Association does not receive more support
from volunteer medical officers generally in its efforts to promote their
interests, and we should like to see it a representative orgauisation, not
,only in the sense that its members are spread all over the kingdom, but
-that every volunteer surgeon belongs to it. Any further particulars as to
the Association may be obtained on application to the Honorary Secre-
taries, 2o, Hanover Square, W.

ARMS AND LEGS.
PRO BoNo PUBLICO writes: The generous treatment, by the Italian
Government, of Askari mutilated by the Abyssinians deserves every
recognition. Are we equally mindful and liberal towards allies ? He
states that in the Afghan war of I879-8I, there was a fund started for the
benefit of sick and wounded, but on an application for a Beaufort arti-
-ficial arm, for a native officer, the military guardians of the fund re-
fused. The arm was, however, afterwards procured at the sole expense
of a brave and generous genera officer, now no more. This noble deed
ds worthy of record.

SOUDAN CORRESPONDENTS.
'THE mistakes in spelling of names and in rank, such as " Mr. Sloggen"
for Surgeon-Major Sloggett, in the telegrams from the Soudan, we are as-
sured by a combatant officer, arise from the brevity required in wiring
news. We hear that, although strict press scrutiny is enforced, it only
applies to news which might be of advantage to the enemy. Nothing can
-exceed the harmony and smooth working of the medical with the other
military departments in the campaign. may not this be attributed to the
fact that the military status and rank of the medical officers in the
iEgyptian Army is entirely the same as that of all combatant officers?

EXAMINATION OF RECRUITS.
dJNDER PROTEST writes that, as a volunteer medical officer, he has been
instructed to go to various places in his county for the examination of
batches of recruits. Under the new Army Order of May 15th he asks is
ale to do this without fee or travelling allowance ?
*** Of course he alludes to the examination of volunteer recruits.

We should say it lwas utterly out of the question that he shouldbe
asked to do such a duty without an allowance. He should place the
matter before the War Office, which, at the least would give travelling
allowances.

MEDICO-LEGAL AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
J. F. D.-We do not see that our correspondent has any cause of com-

plaint. He would, of course, be guided by the expressed wishes of the
patient in any communication which he addressed to a practitioner
under whose care she might pass when visiting another town.

CLUB MEMBER.
T. W. B.-If A. and B. are members of a club to which our correspondent

is the medical officer, and are entitled as club members to his services,
he cannot make any charge for professional attendance on them.
Neither is it any concern of his how the injuries for which his attend-

I ance was given arose, unless the cause was such as by the rules of the
club excluded these members from medical benefit.

QUALIFIED ASSISTANTS AND "COVERING."
A-MEMBER OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION writes to ask whether
he is justified in accepting the post of locum tenens where the principal,employs an unqualified assistant in the village where he resides.
* If an unqualified assistant is being employed contrary to the rules

,& of the G.eneral Medical Cour cil laid down on this subject, that is,

otherwise than under the immediate superintendence of the principal,
our correspondent would not be wise to accept such a post, as he would
be personally rendering himself liable to the penalties for " covering."

ACTION FOR SLANDER BY A MEDICAL MAN.
AT the Lincoln Assizes, Dr. Stack, of Gosberton, brought an action
against Mr. Handford, a relieving officer of the same place, for slander.
According to a report in the Lincolnshzire, Boston, and Spalding Free Pre8s,
the slander was uttered at a meeting of the guardians, and consisted
among other matters of a charge of neglect against Dr. Stack. The judge
in delivering judgment made some severe remarks on the conduct of the
defendant, and awarded Dr. Stack damages for twenty guineas, with
costs.

MEDICAL PRIVILEGE.
IN an undefended divorce case before Mr. Justice Barnes on July 17th,
Mr. Burnard, who appeared for the petitioner, Mrs. Louisa Storey, said
there was some difficulty because of a decision on the common law side;
the medical witnesses whom he desired to call declined to give evidence
unless ordered by the Court to do so. The nature of the case having been
stated, Drs. Hall and Burnett, practising at Leeds, who had attended the
respondent, said that with regard to the condition of Mr. Storey they did
not feel justified, unless compelled, in disclosing the nature of the com-
plaint. Mr. Justice Barnes said it was a proper objection, but they might
take it they were compelled. The medical evidence having been given, a
decree nisi with costs was granted.

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY MANAGEMENT.
NEW LAUNDRY F@R EDINBURGH ROYAL INFIRMARY.

The managers of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary have approved of plans
for a new laundry, and have received warrant to proceed to erection. The
new building is to be on the west side of Lauriston Lane, quite close,
therefore, to the hospital. The staff laundry and the patients' laundry
will be distinct and separate. Under the same roof there will thus be two
sets of delivery rooms, washhouses, drying rooms, ironing rooms, and
despatch rooms, so arranged that the clothes go right on from room to
room without going backwards and forwards. The drying rooms are in
two storeys, and are provided with lifts, movable drying horses, fixed
bars, and arrangements for driving heated air through them. There is to
be accommodation for thirty-one laundry maids, dining room, kitchen,
lavatories, baths, etc. Save the living rooms, all are to be lined with white
glazed bricks, and in geat part fireproof.
Regarding the laundry, Sir Henry Littlejohn wrote to the Scotsman of

July 13th, protesting. *' Is it too late," he says, " in the name of public
health and amenity. to protest against the mistake the managers are per-
petrating in rebuilding and enlarging their laundry on its present site,
already overcrowded, and one where space is of the utmost value to this
noble charity as a curative institution?" He expressed surprise that
such plans should be passed by the Dean of Guild Court "without
comment," and suggests " the healthful influence of pure air" instead of
heated drying rooms. On this the Dean of Guild, at the Town Council
meeting on July z4th, protested that full consideration was given in his
Court. As to whether the laundry should be in that place or another the
Dean of Guild Court had nothing to do. The Lord Provost added that
"' the matter was thoroughly threshed out by the infirmary managers in
all its phases."

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY ASYLUM!.
THE numbers of the patients in this asylum again show an increase and
Dr. Murray Lindsay calls attention to the fact that the year 1895 has been
a record year, the Derbyshire admissions, numbering 184, having been
more numerous than during any year since the opening of the asylum in
I851, and that if the admissions continue at the same rate it will be
necessary before long to increase the provision for the insane poor of the
county, and this in face of the fact that by recent alterations and addi-
tions the accommodation of the asylum has been materially increased,
and four new wards for zoo patients have been completed and occupied.
The admission and readmission of Derbyshire patients, and also out-
county patients, are so crossed and complicated to present to the out-
sider a puzzle of figures which in no way gives an idea of the vast amount
of work such changes throw upon the staff. The total number admitted
during z895 was 270 the total number under treatment 7 4, the dischargesand deaths s5, and there remained on the books at the end of the year
579. As in al well-managed asylums, the training of the nurses is a pro-minent feature here, and the Committee, by the betterpayment of their
nursing staff generally, the institution of stripes anc gold and silver
medals for long service, and a special grant of money for exceptional
serviees, are making a high bid for efficiency. Dr. Murray Lindsay is to
be Congratulated upon the amount of vigour and life he infuses into the
institution and its management. The result is admirable, for despite the
age of the institution it is still up to date.

THE CITY OF LONDON ASYLUM.
THERe were 583 patients under treatment during the year 1895, and the
average daily number resident was 468 (228 males and 240 females). There
were IIO patients admitted, and 86 discharged. Nearly twice as many
patients were discharged as compared with previous years in the history
of the asylum. Of the 27 deaths, post-mortem examinations were made in
25 cases, death resulting in every case from natural causes. The only
casualt recorded is a case of fractured clavicle, the result of an acci-
dental fall. The chief point of interest is the substantial success of the
scheme for admitting paying patients. Indeed, the accommodation
wisely set apart for this purpose by tbe Committee has been taxed to the
utmost, and Dr. White regrets that he has had to refuse so many applica-
tions for admission. He is of the opinion that the infusion of the paying
element tends to elevate the Peneral tone of the asylum, which more than
compensatesfortheextra 'abour ii volvee, nd is, morever, a decided
financial success
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