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avoidable illness of the principal, and at such a time it is not com-
mendable for an assistant to try to make the utmost out of an
employer's misfortune; besides, rather than pay an assistant locum
tenens fees in addition to his salary, a principal would prefer to engage
a locutm tenens to carry on his practice in conjunction with him. The
above is what appears to be consonant with the ethics of the case, but
it must not be forgotten that, from a legal point of view, our corre-
spondent's positioni may be very different. When his principal became
disabled, it was open for him at once to vary the terms of his contract;
as he did not think fit to do so, the law might decide he has no claim
for increased remuneration at all. A solicitor is the only person to
advise him here.

PROVIDENT DIsPENSARIES.
ETHICS.-(1) Most provident dispensaries are compelled to formulate
rules according to local requirements; but the Secretary of the Medical
Provident Dispensary Association (Mr. C. H. Warren, 5, Lamb's Conduit
Street, W.C.), would doubtless furnish a copy of their rules, which
might be of assistance. (2) It can not be said there is anything
objectionable from a professional point of view in being connected
with a properly conducted provident dispensary, but our correspondent
would do well to consider the matter carefully before embarking on
any undertaking of this character. Such an institution, unless care-
fully constituted and supervised, might benefit the rates and at the
same time be productive of much harm to his private practice. In
some localities, owing to widespread poverty of the population, insti-
tutions of this kind may be desirable, but where the public are able
to pay even modest fees as private patients it is far better for the
practitioner to treat them as such rather than as members of a pro-
vident dispensary, for the fees received from the best of the latter are
low. Where, too, a practitioner becomes medical officer to a provident
dispensary it commonlv happens that many of his old patieDts are at
once induced byconsiderations of cheapness to join,and he is a loser
to the extent they would have paid in excess annually as private pa-
tients.

RESTRICTIVE REGULATIONS OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.
MR. D. HOOPER, B.A., M.B., M.R.C.P.Lond., Physician to the Surrey Dis-
pensary (Trinity Square, S.E.), writes: If -Ethics" will refer to the
Medical Directory, p. 28, on the " Recovery of Fees," he will find that
Fellows only are not entitled to sue; Members may and do sue, and I
have myself recovered fees in the county court. In the Charter, By-
laws, and Regulations of the Royal College of Physicians of London,
1892, p. 83, Chapter xxvi. on "'the duties and conduct of Fellows, Mem-
bers, and Licentiates," By-law 170 says " no Fellow the College shall be
entitled to sue for professional aid rendered by him," but there is no
such by-law as to Members. By-law 176 says "' no Fellow or Member of
thq College shall be engaged in trade or dispense medicines," and
"Ethics" wants to know the grounds or reasons for this by-law. I
suspect ft was made to prevent consultants from interfering with the
business and profits of the general practitioners (surgeons and apothe-
caries), who consulted them, and who at one time always supplied their
patients with medicines, and derived their income from so doing. The
objection that this by-law "debars the poor in rural districts from
being attended by Members of the College," seems to me frivolous;
the poor would never call in a -Member-they could not pay his fees,
but they could have his services free in hospitals or dispensaries, and,
as a rule, they would consult a Licentiate of the College. Allow me
here to refer to By-law 177 (" Title not to be Assumed "), which seems
to me to settle the question so long and so often discussed in your
columns as to the M.D. and the title of "Dr." By-law 177 says "no
Fellow, Member, Extra-licentiate, or Licentiate of the College shall
assume the title of 'Dr.,' or append to his name the title of Doctor of
Medicine, or the letters M.D., or any other letters indicating that he is
a graduate of a University unless he has obtained a degree entitling
him to do so."

NOTES, LETTERS, Etc.

" THEY KNOW NOT THE MANNER OF THE GOD OF THE LAND."
SURGEON-LIEUTENANT-COLONEL N. C. CHESTER (Cairo) writes: Surgeon.
Colonel Davy, in his letter published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of October 12th, asks me to specify the " factors " re causation of enteric
fever to which I alluded in my previous communication. I beg to refer
him to an article written by me, published in the Lancet on August
31st last.

THE D.P.H. (SCOTTISH CONJOINT BOARD).
DR. T. HARVEY THOMSON (Campbeltown, N.B.) writes: In the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of November 9th I notice, in a letter referring to
the above diploma signed by "A Candidate," a statement-given as a
fact-that " a very full and complete course of special study in one of
the Edinburgh laboratories is absolutely essential for success;" and
that " no one who is in practice should attempt it unless he can have
at least six months for special study "-this presumably meaning in a
recognised laboratory.
As one who took thi3 diploma in MIay last, I am in a position to say

that this picture is too dark and gloomy, and it may be encouraging to

prospective candidates to have my experience in the matter. Without
any help whatever I equipped a home-made laboratory, and in the
spare moments of a somewhat busy practice worked up the subject
solely with the aid of the books recommended. I then went up to
Edinburgh and passed both examinations, proving that laboratory
work in Edinburgh or elsewhere is not "absolutely essential for
success," and that the examination in question may be successfully
attempted by one in practice.
With "A Candidate's" statement as to the searching nature of the

examination I thoroughly concur. In the examinations held in May
last only two out of eight passed, the other successful candidate besides
myself belonging to the Army Medical Staff, and having had, therefore,
the advantage of laboratory work at Netley.
This year's record appears to have beenl even worse, not one of ten

candidates apparently having been awarded the diploma; but, while
the examination is an extensive and searching one, this but renders
the diploma all the more valuable, and does not place it beyond the
reach of those in private practice, as the conclusions come to by " A
Candidate" would lead us to suppose.

REMUNERATION OF CIVILIAN MFDICAL PRACTITIONERS IN CIrARGE OF
TRoups.

J. W. M. writes: In answer to "Civil Surgeon in Charge of Troops,"
whose letter appears in the BRITISH MED1CAL JOUIRNAL of November
9th, 1895, p. 1211, I would ask himii, Why does he take the appointment?
On his own showing, the work is laborious and responsible out of all
proper proportion to the rate of pay. So long as Government can get
men to take such appofntments at present rates, it is useless to expect
them to pay more.

A BULLOCK IN A PILLBOX.
DR. GEORGE PLUMB, of the University of Chicago, has given utterance to
the belief that the days of cooking anid dining are drawing to a close.
Soon, he declares, we shall be able to live on concentrated food tablets,
which, with hot water, will be sufficient to maintain life. He affirms
that the essence of 1,200 lbs. of beef can be contained in an ordinary
pillbox, and that a man may ration himself for several days by carrying
a case weighing but 8 ounces, and which contains 3 tablets of con-
centrated soup, which is equal to 3 quarts; 4 tablets of beef. equal to
6 lbs ; 1 tablet of milk, equal to 1 pint; 2 tablets of wheaten grits, equal
to 2 lbs.; and 1 tablet of egg food, equal to 12 eggs. It is not surprising
that this prophecy of life lived on concentrated foods should emanate
from Chicago, where on one hand beef and pork are annually packed
by the million, where, on the other, a money-pursuing Dopulation have
Fca-aely time to eat, and where but very few have learnt the art of
dini ig. Pepsin and beef pills are the natural out,ome,

SUBACUTE RHEUMATISM CURED BY BINIODIDE OF MERCURY.
DR. C. R. ILL1NGWORTH (London) writes: A lady who had suffered six
years ago from rheumatic mitral valvular disease for three years, and
had been cured by blisters and iodide of sodium, consulted me for sub-
acute rheumatism of the right hand and fingers. The sheath of the
palmar tendons was swollen up both above and below the wrist, and all
the joints were swollen and very painful. I prescribed as follows:
B Sol. hydrarg. bichlorid. (1 to 1,000) 3vj, sod. salicyl. 3iss, sod. glyc.
liquid. Oss, aq. ad lvj Iss secundis ho. is, and I applied soap and bella-
donna liniment locally. In 24 hours all the swelling, tenderness, and
pain had disappeared. The mercurialgrouphave the following actions
on the economy: A derivative one, congesting internal organs and re-
lieving peripheral ones, thus aiding in the cure of bronchitis and
pneumonia, croup, and pleurisy, and exerting a marked influence on
the course of all periphero-central disorders like meningitis, a conges-
tion likewise relieving inflammations of peripheral organs, such as the
skin and the joints, and finally a bactericidal one. This case was a
periphero-central disorder. The cure of acute rheumatism by biniodide
is quite as marked, but not I consider because, as some think, it is a
germ disease.

LICENTIATES AND THE TITLE OF "DR."
DR. J. W. EASTWOOD (Dinsdale Park, near v)arlington) writes: Some
years ago I had occasion to write to the Edinburgh College of Physi-
cians about the title of " Dr.," and I received the following reply:

[Copy.]
Royal College of Pnysicians, Edinburgh, Feb. 20,1882.

Dear Sir,-In reply to your letter I have to say that this College has
never encouraged its licentiates to assume the title of " Dr.," as they
believe that title legally to belong only to those who hold the degree of
M.D. from a university.-Yours faithfully,

J. W. Eastwood, Esq., M.D., etc. JOHN WYLLIE.

LIVERPOOL VICTORIA LEGAL FRIENDLY SOCIETY.
A NORTHAM1PTON correspondent writes enclosing us a written offer made
by an agent of the above Society to a local practitioner. The Society
takes adults and children at the rates of one penny and a halfpenny per
week respectively, and allows its medical officers 80 per cent. of all
money collected. By way of encouragement its agent informs the
above practitioner the last quarterly dayment to one of its medical
staff was a cheque for 17s. 6d. It is satisfactory to find from a medical
point of view that the success of this Society in Northampton is but
moderate.

INFLUENZA versus PUBLISHING.
THE influenza fiend has found a new happy hunting ground of mischief
in South Africa, and seems to be producing there the havoc so well
known here. The influenza was last winter sometimes privately
pleaded to irate contributors as an excuse for editorial shortcomings,
but the Port Elizabeth Telegraph has gone a step further, and brought
out its issue of October 17th with the following public announcement:
" Owing to the havoc which influenza has played amongst the staff of
this paper we have to crave the indulgence of our readers." A printer's
devil may do wonders in the black art, but an incapacitated editor has
not yet been able to hypnotise men into that state in which he can ful-
fil the duties of the editor. The dilemma of the Port Elizabeth Telegraph
may be recommended to Du Maurilr as one by which his imagination
might find a w y.

CORRECTION.-We are glad to find that Mr. W. R. Ancrum, of St.
Leonard's Court, near Gloucester, whose death was reported in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of November 16th, is still alive and in good
health, although he has resigned his public offices and retired from
active business.

DR. 0. H. GARLAND (Leith) writes: In the BRITISH MIEDICAL JOURNAL
of November 9th Dr. Johnston furnishes you with a short note of "A
Fatal Case of Cocaine Poisoning," and concludes with the assertion:
" There was no post-mortem examination." Had Dr. Johnston made a
little fuller inquiry he would have found this statement to be incorrect.
As a matter of fact, I was instructed by the Crown authorities to per-
form the necropsy, the full particulars of which are recorded in the
Lancet of November 2nd.
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