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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRBNT WEEK'S JOUIRNAL SHOULD REACH
THEm OFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNEsDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY bORNING.

COMUNICATiONS respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL etc, should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.d., London.

AuTHoRs desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTs who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTs not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MNUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

IN order to avoid delay, it Is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOUIRNAL be aadressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

I" Queries, ansmers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments ot the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted wiU be
found under their respective headings.

QITERIES,

STRETCHER wishes to know if any member can inform him where an
articulated skeleton could be hired for use at two or three courses of
lectures in connection with the St. John Ambulance Association.

MEMBER would be glad to know if the third toe being overlapped by the
second toe would disqualify a boy in the medical examination for a
clerkship in the Royal Navy. If so, would he be eligible if the toe was
straightened by operation ?

DR. HARRY CAMPBELL (20, Devonshire Street, Portland Place, W.) writes:
I should be greatly obliged if any of your readers could give me in-
stances (1) of an individual enjoying better health after an illness
than before, (2) of one disease diminishing the intensity of, or actually
removing, another disease.

L. W. asks if there is any institution where the sons of a medical man In
adverse circumstances can be educated at reduced terms. The
children are under eight years, and consequently ineligible for Epsom
College.

NEMO asks for a list of books to be read for the First Examination of the
F.R.C.S.Eng. by an M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond.
*** If our correspondent took his qualifications within the last ten

or twelve years, we advise him to make use of the books which he studied
for the membership examination. If he were qualified many years
since he should consult the present teachers at his medical school. It
is useless to attempt to pass the primary examination for the Fellow-
ship on book study alone.

TARIFF writes: Can any reader advise In the following matter ? A bill,
strictly made up according to the scale of fees recommended in the
Medico-Chirurgical Tariff, is refused on the plea that the charges are too
high. The patient belongs to the farmer class, and is in very comfortable
circumstances, but expects to be charged at the same rate as the work-
ing classes. The fees charged are the same as those in the lowest scale
in the Tariff-namely, on a rental of 220 per annum. Has any reader
sued according to the fees in the Tariff, and can this be looked upon as
an authority in the question of fees ?

ECZEMA AT THE SEASIDE.
P. P. writes: We have always been taught that cases of eczema do badly
at the seaside. But is this really so ? I have lately had an obstinate
case of eczema of the face and scalp which went to the sea (against my
advice), and came back in two months nearly cured, no treatment
having been used there.

FLEA-BITES.
CLINIC writes: A lady is a constant victim to flea-bites. The house in
which she resides with her family and servants is clean and in good
repair; no other member of the household ever suffers the same incon-
venience in the slightest degree. If she but enter a railway carriage or
omnibus, or caress a dog or cat persistent irritation follows, ending in
the discovery and annihilation of the marauder. The following
remedies have already been tried. Carbolic baths, sulphur inunction,
napthalene sachets, but all to no purpose. As this selective persecu-
tion is becoming a serious irritation to an already nervous individual, I
should be grateful for suggestions.

INLAND REVBNU3E.
HARD LINES writes as follows: I have recently entered into partnership
with my late principal. Am I liable to pay taxes for a manservant and
a cart for this year, although my late principal has already paid for

them ? With the half share of the practice I have bought two ponies
and a cart.

* If we understand the question correctly, we think our corre-
spondent is liable to pay the taxes in question. Licences to keep i
male servant or carriage cannot be transferred to any person other
than the widow or legal personal representative of the person to whom
such licence was originally granted. In this case our correspondent
has purchased the cart or carriage, and we gather also that he now
employs and pays the manservant.

ANSWERS,

NEMO (Harrogate).-Unless the patient be certifiable as insane, she can
be sent to, and detained in, a retreat only with her own consent.

BULL'S EYE.-Steam broughams are at present subject to the same re-
strictions as to the use of bridges, etc., as traction engines. The
Government is understood to be pledged to introduce a short Bill next
session to modify the law in this respect.

A. C.-We advise our correspondent to apply to the Secretary of one of
the Colleges (Physicians or Surgeons) in the United Kingdom. The
case is exceptional, but we doubt if any examining body is empowered
to admit a candidate to its qualifying examination when he has passed
the elementary professional examinations elsewhere. The case is quite
different from that of the candidate who has passed in "Arts " as a
preliminary subject. He is thereby qualified to offer himself as a can-
didate before several well-known examining boards without any fresh
"Arts" examination.

PSYCHOLOGY AND TEE M.D.LOND.
X. writes: In answer to M B.Lond., who wishes to read for the London
M.D., to refer him to Hyslop's Mental Physiology, which is adapted to
the requirements of this examination. There are also the following
well-known works: Professor Ladd's Phy8iological P8ychology, Professor
James's Principles of Psychology, Professor Sully's Outlines of Psy-
chology.

NOTES, LETTERS, Etc.

A WARNING.
VICTIM writes: A short, shabbily-dressed, bearded man, aged about 30,and dark, is calling upon medical men in Newcastle-on-Tine andneighbourhood soliciting books (unbound) for binding, and asking for
part payment " in advance." Although feeling certain I was about to
be duped I advanced money a few months since, and, of course, I haveneither seen books nor money. He calls himself Watson, but mustnot be confounded with the bond-fide bookbinder of that name, William
Watson, of High Friar Street, Newcastle. To-day I hear he has taken
in several other doctors.

A CuRIous POULTICE.
M.R.C.P. writes: I am surprised at several letters re the above, and allud-ing to dung poultices as a novelty. For years past they have been
generally used in many parts of England, and serious results some-
times follow the application of cow or other animal dung to abraded
surfaces. Of one case, occurring in Warwickshire several years ago,
I have a vivid remembrance; a child having broken chilblains, thewise woman of the locality was .consulted; she advised a sheep's dung
poultice. A few days after the application blood poisoning followed,and the child died. The late Mr. Sands Cox, of Birmingham, visited
the case in consultation, and it was afterwards ascertained that the
sheep from which the dung was procured had the disease known as" the rot," the animal having liver fluke no doubt in an advanced stageof the disease.

" MEDICAL BooK-KEEPING."
DR. W. WRIGHT HARDWICKE (East Molesey) writes: Permit me to drawthe attention of members of the profession to an addition made to
my system of medical book-keeping. A want was felt that some meansof making notes on cases ought to be provided, but it was impossibleto make this addition to the book itself without great additional ex-
pense in interleaving and increasing the size unduly. To meet therequirement and to obviate the difficulty I have designed "' memorandaleaves," alphabetically arranged to correspond with the List and DayBook pages for temporary insertion each month. At the end of the
month these are placed in a box file and fresh ones inserted, so that a
record of each case can be found in a moment. The dates, which fol-low each other successively, and the names are arranged in columns atthe end of each page with printed headings, so that in referring it is
only necessary to turn over the pages in the same manner as the pareof a book is sought for. The "leaves" are sent out (by H. Silverlocc)in sufficient number to last the six years that the book lasts, and each
box file thus contains the notes of all cases during that period. They-
can be obtained bound as a separate volume, but the loose leaves aremore convenient in a busy practice.

A MEDICAL AuTioiR.
A FBW years ago Dr. Max Simon Nordau was, says the Echo, compara-tively speaking an unknown quantity, but now, as the author ofDegeneration, he has acquired a fame throughout the world that only afew can claim. Dr. Nordau is of Jewish parentage, and was born. July29th, 1849, in Buda-Pesth. In 1872 he took his Doctor's degree at theUniversity in his native city. After travelling from the legendaryNorth to the romantic South, he settled down as a medical pracititioner
at Buda-Pesth, and remained there until 1890, when he removed to

ERRATuM.--Mr. D'Arcy Power asks us to state that "Sciopedy" in the
title of his paper, published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
September 21st, was a misprint for "Sciopody."
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