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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMNICATIONS FOR THE CURRzNT WEEI'S JOURNAL sHOuLD REC
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAS CAN BB RECBIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COxxUNICATIONs respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-deivery of the JOURNAL etc, should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, w.d., L'ondon.

AuTHoR desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITIS
ME1DICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORREsPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MNJUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THB OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER A" CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

It; order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOuRNAL, and not to his private house.

PuBLIC HiALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Modical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

W Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments ot the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted wiU be
found under their respective ueadings.

QUEREES,

TRICHY, M.D., would be glad to know the best way to improve and
strengthen the growth of hair in young healthy children.

RHEOSTAT would like to know if it is possible to obtain on hire and
terms a battery such as recommended in Dr. Geo. Herschell's work on
Indigestion.

M.B.LoND. would be glad of a list of the most suitable works to read for
the "Mental Physiology" examination of the London M.D. He has
plenty of time and does not wish to "cram" the subject.

HORSE FLESH asks to be recommended a book on the more common
defects in horses, not one to do away with the services of the veter-
inary surgeon, but to enable one to pick out a horse that would be
worth going before a veterinary surgeon.

MR. JAMES H. DAWE, M.B. (Westcott) asks whether there Is any institu-
tion in Bath where a lady patient with limited means suffering from
chronic rheumatism and who is quite incapable of walking could be
received for a course of baths at a payment of about 30s. to 50s. a week
inclusive.

STORAGE OF RAIN WATER.
DR. J. H. POTTER (Porlock) writes: Should rain water stored in tanks

for drinking be exposed to the air or covered in ? Is galvanised iron
and cement suitable for such storage? What is the least expensive
and efficient filter for separating as it flows from tank any soot or sand
that may be in suspension ? Lastly, where can -the apparatus be pro-
cured which prevents the first rain washings of the roof from entering
the tank?

INDURATED SCAR AFTER BuRN.
SAP asks for advice in the treatment of the following case: Four months
since I was sent for to a child who had fallen into the fire and burnt
the anterior portion of his right thigh. I treated him with canon oil,
and subsequently ung. zinci, and he made a good recovery. Yesterday
I was called in to see him, and found the greater portion of the scar
(some 4 by 3 inches) raised some 1 inch from the surface of the skin,
red and glazed, very hard td the touch, but no indication of suppura-
tion though somewhat hot. The only information I could get was that
the child ht4d been rubbing the place, which had been in this state for
some weeks. I ordered cold water dressings to be applied, and should
be glad of any further advice.

ANSWERS,

G. W.-It is illegal to practise as a dentist unless registered as a dentist
by the General Medical Council. A dental qualification is now neces-
sary before registration is possible. A duly-qualified medical man can
practise as a dentist upon the strength of his medical registration.

DR. M. D. O'CONNELL.-The discussion on which Dr. O'Connell desires to
enter would be better deferred until Surgeon-Colonel Lawrie's views
are authentically published. If Dr. O'Connell could personally com-
municate with Dr. Patrick Manson (21, Queen Anne Street, W.) he
would probably be convinced in five minutes, from actual preparations
from malarial blood, that the body under discussion is a genuine para-
site, and has nothing to do with white blood corpuscles or their nuclei.

THE COCKADE.
COCKADE.-All commissioned offlcers of Her Majesty's forces are entitled
to put a cockade on their coachman's hat; taerefore a surgeon-captsinIs certainly entitled to do so.

Booxs ON OPHTHALMOLOGY
IN answer to X. Y., who wishes to study the eye, he should read, as en
introduction on the optics, some elementary treatise like G3r o 's

Elements of Physics. This should be followed by Landolt's work on theRefraction and Accommodation of the Eye, or bv the optical part of sometreatise like Berry's Handbook on Diseases of the Eye. For diseases thebest of the smaller books are Swanzy's and Nettleship's, and of thelarger ones Berry's and the translation of Fuchs's textbook are verygood.
DISINFECTING STOVES.

MR. BETHELL (Medical Officer of Health for the Borough of Bridgnorth)writes to us that he has latelv had a disinfecting chamber erected at acost of something under £70, and that he will be pleased to give"Z. Y. T." any details he may require.
RESIDENCE IN PARIS.

DR. F. W. LYLE (Castle Hill, W.) writes: The admirable project of re-suscitating the Scots College in Paris has never been carried out;under these circumstances M.B.Edin. will flnd it best to live in theLatin Quarter in the Rue des Ecoles- or some of the streets in theneighbourhood of the Saint Michel Boulevard, in all of which he willfind numerous appartements garnis to choose from. The Secretary ofthe Association des Etudiants in the Rue des Ecoles will doubtless beglad to give him all particulars as to classes, clinics, etc.
RESIDENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA.

MR. R. STEVENSON, M.B. (Prince Albert, Cape Colony) writes: In reply to"1 Q.S," in the BRITISH MEIRCAL JOURNAL of July 27th, I may state thatthe following towns in Cape Colony are large enough to have banks,and, being in the "Karroo," are therefore the best places in SouthAfrica for phthisical cases: Beaufort West, Victoria West, Richmond,Willowmore, Murraysburgh, Oudtshoorn. Cradock, in the EasternProvince, is also an excellent place, and so is Bloemfontein in theOrange Free State.

HYPODERMIc TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS.SURGEON-CAPTAIN W. S. PRIDMORE, I.M.S. (2nd Burma Battalion, Man-dalay) writes: In the BRITISH MBDICAL JOURNAL of June 20th, under"Queries," "C. I. K." asks for information relating to hypodermicmedication in syphilis. He will flnd a paper referring to the subjectin the Army Medical Department Report for 1895. Surgeon-Major Love,M.D., A.M.S., Station Hospital, Darjeeling, in 1894 gave the treatmenta fair trial with great success. ie says: "I am satisfied that thismethod of administering mercury is followed by better results thanany other method." The prescription he used was as follows:A$ Kydrarg 3j; lanolin, 3j; ol. oliv., 3ij. The olive oil should besterilised y leat, allowed to cool, and then the three ingredientsshould be rubbed up in a m3rtar for from two to four hours. Surgeon-MajorLove's method is to inject mx of this paste the first time, and alsothe second if the disease is recent and of a virulent type; afterwardsto inject mv every week till the disease has disappeared or the gumsbecome spongy. The needle should be inserted to the hilt into themuscles of the hip. I hope shortly to communicate the results of myown experience. At present I have not treated a sufficient number ofcases to enable me to come to a conclusion.

NOTES, LETTERS, Etc.

A BEGGING LETrER IMPOSTOR.DR. D. S. LONG (York) writes: May I state through your columns that ithas come to my knowledge that a certain individual, unknown to me,has been sending begging letters signed with my name to variousmedical men, stating that I have been suffering from nephritis andalbuminuria, and am in straitened circumstances, and asking thatmoney should be sent to me at Great Ilford, Essex ? The whole story isa fabrication, and I hope no one has been taken in by It.
DIPHTHERIA STATISTICS.

W. M. H. writes: In Dr. Dixey's most valua4le paper in the BRITISHMEDICAL JOURNAL of August 31st, page 531, should not the averagediphtheria deaths for the first 26 weeks of 1895 be compared with thoseof a corresponding period in former years-namely, 1891, 25.6; 1892,29.3; 1893, 51.0; 1894, 51.9; 1895, 33.53-and not with 52 weeks ?
*** We have referred this letter to Dr. Dixey, who writes as follows:

" W. M. H." is undoubtedly right in suggesting that the average weekly
number of deaths for the first half of any year is more properly com -
pared with the average for a corresponding period of other years than
with that for the whole 52 weeks. But my object in the passage to
which he refers was to summarise as briefly as possible the general
facts of diphtheria mortality since the beginning of 1891. For this
purpose it seemed best to give the complete weekly average for each
of the four available years, 1891 to 1894, the average for 1895 being added
so far as the figures were attainable at the time when my paper was
finally put into shape-namely, early in July. Further and more
minute comparisons might have been introduced, but would have
tended to somewhat unduly lengthen the paper; they can, moreover,
be easily supplied from the materials given in the tables. It is, of
course, highly probable that the weekly average for the whole of 1895,
when we are in a position to record it, will exceed that of the first 26
weeks.

ERRATA.-In Dr. J. G. Robertson's letter headed "An Obscure Case ofEematuria," which was published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNALof #eptember 14th (p. 695), for 'hlematoma," In the fourth line, read" hamaturia."-In Dr. George Oliver's paper on "The TherapeuticEmployment of the Suprarenal Glands," in the IBRITISH MEDICALJOURNAL of September 14th, on page 653, column 2, 28 lines from top,read "muscular tonicity" for "muscular toxicity," and on page 653,column 2, second line from foot, read ' disturbing effects" instead of" distressing effects."
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