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agement of the-Association, what must we conclude from the
figures given by your correspondent? There is but one
answer: That the medical profession has neglected its
opportunities and has here, as so often before, allowed things
to drift into an unsatisfactory condition which a little fore-
thought would have prevented.
Therefore I contend that it is absurd to say that the Metro-

politan Provident Medical Association is giving charity at the
expense of its medical officers. If a railway company issues
cheap excursion tickets they cannot be looked upon as charity
simply because they happen to be a half or a third of the
usual price-nay, even if the company happened to make a
loss on the transaction. Similarly if the medical officers
choose to give their services at an unremunerative rate, they
have no right to cry charity, when, as in the Metropolitan
Association, they have the remedy in their own hands.
To show what a properly managed branch of the Associa-

tion can do I will give the figures of the Tottenham Branch,
which are most familiar to me. To begin with, this branch
does not receive a penny from charitable contributions; it
has paid off a small deficit from the year before, and has a
balance in hand. The members' subscriptions are higher
than those of any similar institution in the neighbourhood,
clubs included. The amount paid to the doctors was 78 per
cent. of the receipts, and if the fee of one penny charged upon
each attendance is included, it amounts to 81 per cent. The
average remuneration per attendance works out in my own
case at a little over a shilling, a very high rate compared with
that of other institutions.

I may add that this satisfactory working is in no way the
result of merely local peculiarities. There is another provi-
dent institution in Tottenham, where years ago the medical
staff were also ex-ogicio members of the Committee. In this
case the lay members of the Committee had little knowledge
of or sympathy with the requirements of the profession;
while the medical staff would not undertake the work of
management, and only turned up at rare intervals to indulge
in futile remonstrances. The result was that their names
were taken off the Committee, and the institution is now the
type of those all over the country engaged in sweating the
medical profession.-I am, etc.,
Bruce Grove, N., June 29th. 0. WUNDERLICH.

CLEIDOTOMY.
SrR,-In the Centralblatt fiur 9yndkologie of June 1st there

appears a paper by Professor Phdnomenoff, of Kasan, recom-
mending the division of the clavicles of the child as an aid
to delivery in certain cases of obstructed labour.1 As Pro-
fessor Phlinomenoff appears to be unaware, I should be glad
if you will kindly state that this aid to embryotomy was pre-
viously advocated by me in the columns of the BREITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of April 13th.2 I have taught this useful
little manceuvre at University College during the last seven
years, the first case in which I practised it occurring in the
year 1888, in an obstructed labour to which I was called by
by my friend and late assistant, Dr. Walter Tate.-I am, etc.,
Mansfield Street, W., June 21st. HERBERT R. SPENCER.

1 Zur Frage ueber Embryotomie. Ueber die Durchschneidung des
Schlilsselbeins (Cleidotomia).

2 On Delivery in Certain Cases of Impaction of the Trunk of the Fcetus.

ERRATUM.-In Dr. Purslow's letter on Dilatation of the Cervix, in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of July 6th, p. 55, lines 2 and 5 from end, for
" Tait's " read "tents," and on p. 56, line 9, for " Tait " read " tent."

NAVAL AND MILITARY MEDICAL SERVICES.
ARMY MEDICAL STAFF EXCHANGE.

The charge for inserting notices respecting Exchanges in the Army Medical De-
partment is S8. 6d., which should be forwarded in stamps or post office order
with the notice. The last post on Wednesday is the latest by which these
announcements can be received.

A SENIOR SURGEON-CAPTAIN, with over two years to do at home, will go
abroad (not India) for two years in exchange. Apply " Blue-Black," 2,
Vigo Street, London, W.

A MADRAS paper understands that Surgeon-Major Clarence Smith is to be
reinstated in the Indian Medical Service if he consents to be tried by
court-martial, and is thereby cleared of the charges brought against him.

THE NAVY.
THE following appointments have been made at the Admiralty:-HoRACB
E. F. CRoss, Fleet-Surgeon to the Pre8ident, additional, for temporary
service at Royal Naval rendezvous, July 3rd; CHARLES S. FACEY, Surgeon
to the Widgeon, July 3rd; BERNARD LEY, Surgeon to the Resolution, July
3rd; EDWARD H. MCSHERRY, Surgeon to the Wallaroo, July 3rd; EDWARDI
CUFFEY, Surgeon to Haulbowline Hospital, July 3rd.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
SURGEON-GENERAL WILLIAM CAMPBELL MACLEAN, M.D., C.B., Madras
Retired List, is appointed Honorary Surgeon to the Queen, vice Inspector-
General J. H. Orr, M.D., C.B., deceased, July 10th. Surgeon-General
Maclean was for some time Professor of Military Medicine at Netley.

THE VOLUNTEERS.
SURGEON-MAJOR C. G. M. LEwis, 1st Volunteer Battalion the Buffs (East
Kent Regiment), has resigned his commission, with permission to retain
his rank and uniform, July 10th.
Surgeon-Lieutenants J. T. WALSH, 5th (Irish) Volunteer Battalion the

King's Liverpool Regiment, and E, L. PUDDICOMBE, 1st (Exeter and South
Devon) Volunteer Battalion the Devonshire Regiment, have also resigned
their commissions from July 10th.
Mr. MICHAEL JOSEPH MAlIONY, M.B., is appointed Surgeon-Lieutenant

in the 6th Volunteer Battalion the King's Liverpool Regiment, July 10th.
Surgeon-Major T. M. DOLAN, M.D., 1st Volunteer Battalion the Duke of

Wellington's West Riding Regiment, is promoted to be Surgeon-Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, July 10th.
Surgeon-Captain W. S. CHEYNE, M.B., 2nd Volunteer Battalion the

Gordon Highlanders, is promoted to be Surgeon-Major, July 10th.

ARMY SANITARY WORK.
AN important addition is made to the Regulations for Army Medical Ser-
vices, 1894. Para. 30A runs: " Upon receiving notice from the Command-
ing Royal Engineer that the construction or reconstruction of any
drainage system is undertaken by the War Department, the Principal
Medical Officer of the district or command concerned will arrange that
either he, or an officer deputed by him, is present at the tests which are
applied to the various pipes and connections of the work, in order that
he may be in a position to certify as to whether the drains have satis-
factorily passed the tests." The tests are alluded to in the Regulations
for Engineer Services.
An important substitute for Para. 38 of the Regulations appears in

Army Orders for June, where will now be found not only Para. 38, but
38A, 38B, and 38c.

ADMISSION TO THE ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.
REVISED Regulations for Admission to the Army Medical Staff have been
approved by the Secretary of State, and copies will be issued to all con-
cerned. Army Order 184 of 1894 and the Regulations issued therewith
are cancelled. It was reported some time ago that changes in these
Regulations were in contemplation.

DRESS REGULATIONS A.M.S.
IN Army Orders of June amendments are made respecting patrol jackets
for active service, forage caps for active service, and the serge patrol
jacket.

MEDICO-LEGAL AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
DELAY IN THE NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

AT the Edmonton Petty Sessions a medical man was recently summoned
for delaying to notify a case of scarlet fever. The medical officer of
health of the district stated that he had observed an ambulance in the
parish, and, not having been notified of any case of infectious disease.
he kept the vehicle under observation, and ascertained that a child
suffering from scarlet fever was removed in it. It transpired that the
nature of the malady was diagnosed on June 8th, and the removal of the
patient arranged for on the following day; the practitioner in attend-
ance failed, however, to notify until four or five days later, his certificate
being received on June 14th. The magistrate fined the defendant lOs. and
costs, the Chairman remarking that they considered that the notification
should be sent in as soon as practicable. In view of the need for
promptly taking the necessary precautions to prevent if possible the
spread of infection the decision of the magistrate is an important one.

M.B.DuB. (Harrogate).-There is not, in our opinion, the least doubt but
that Dr. M., in assuming charge of the case of J. W., after having very
recently met our ceorrespondent in consultation thereon on several
occasions, has, however unwittingly, contravened the following rule,
which is clearly and specifically expressed in the Ethical Code, chap. ii,
sect. 4, rule 13: " N.B.-Should the practitioner who has been called in
consultation be subsequently requested to take sole charge of the
patient, he should courteously but firmly decline."

H. G. N.-That our correspondent and his partner, in allowing their
names to appear in the prospectus of the company referred to as the
consulting physician and surgeon, did, however unwittingly, contra-
vene the recognised ethical rule relative to unprofessional advertising,
there cannot, we think, be a doubt; but inasmuch as they at once in-
structed the responsible official to withdraw their names therefrom
we think that reasonable amends for their previous laxity have been
made. To publish a disclaimer, however, in the local papers, as sug-
gested, would tend to accentuate the initial error, and justly invite
criticism.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.1802.113-a on 13 July 1895. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

