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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FO}R THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOUIRNAL SHOULD REACH
THEI OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TBLB-
GRAMS CAN BB RECEIVED ON THIURSDAY MORNING.

OOMMNICATiONs respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MBDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTs not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIc HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL and not to his private house.

IW Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to tohich
vpecial departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOUIRNAL are devoted swill be
found under their respective headings.

IkUERIEN6

INDIAN ARMY asks for advice as to the best textbooks to read for the
examination for the Indian Medical Service.

INQUIIRER asks for the English or American address of the Ilavard Medi-
cal Couch Co.

DR. GEORGE H. ORMSBY (Runcorn) asks to be recommended a "retreat*'
or "home" for "reduced" gentlemen, who are taken on payment of a
small weekly sum.

MEMBER has a patient who, being thin, would like to be stouter. Patient
has tried all kinds of diet, but cannot take cod-liver oil, etc. Will any
drugs be of service ?

W. P. H. writes: Is there any home or institution for indigent gentle-
women who, by reason of some infirmity such as deafness are unable
to earn their own living? If so, what are the steps necessary to obtain
admission ?

TREATMENT OF THE OPIUMlIHABIT.
AN M.D. asks what is the best line of treatment to adopt in a case of
confirmed opium habit, and what books he can consult on this subject.

ANTIPYRIN RASH.
R. H. S. desires information as to the character of an " antipyrin rasl"
-whether it is squamous, papular, erythematous, or otherwise; its
distribution, colour, and duration after the discontinuance of the
drug.

PRACTICE IN CAWADA.
CELTIC MEMBER writes: Can any member recommend a dry, bracing part

of Canada suitable for a young practitioner suffering from chronic
rheumatism, and say how inioriliation as regards opportunity for
practice, either as partner or assistalnt, can be obtained?

TREATMENT OF BORBORYGMI.
NEm%O asks for a remedy for a very troublesome case of bor-
borygmus in a young lady of about 20 years of age. Her bowels are
regular, uterine and other functions completely satisfactory. She
takes sufficient walking and horse exercise. It troubles her more dur-
ing the late evening. change of food has no effect.

MEDICAL REPRESENTATION ON THE GOVERNING BODIES OF HOSPITALS.
STAFF asks: In what way is the staff usually represented on the com-
mittee of a hospital ? Is it usual for the whole of the staff to be mem-
bers or only a certain portion elected thereoni ? If the latter, how is it
customary for the selectionl to be made ?
*** The practice varies much. In some hospitals the members of the

medical staff are ineligible as governors of the hospital, and are only
allowed to give advice or informiiation but not to vote. In others the
staff depute a certain contingent of their body to serve on the board or
committee of management. In others, again-and these are, in our
opinion, the best constituted hospitals-all members of the staff are
eligible as governors equally with all other persons, vote equally on
the board of management, aiid are equally eligible to serve on com-
mittees. Where the staff are represented by only a select part of their
body, we believe the selection is always made by themselves, but on
this point we are not absolutely certain.

CERTIFICATES TO MIDWIFERY AND SICK NURSES.
A CORRESPONDENT sends us the manuscript copy in the following terms

of a certificate whicb he has been in the habit of issuing, and asks for
an opinion upon its terms: " I hereby certify that has attended
miy course of instructions in midwifery, diseases of women and child-

i en, nursing medical and surgical. I have this day duly examined her
on these subjeots, and find her capable of undertaking the duties of a
midwifery or sick nurse. In testimony of which I hereto affix my hand
and seal ihis , eighteen hundred and ninety at Aber-
deen. - -, M.D C.M.Univ.Aberd., L.R.C.S.& L.M.Edin."
*** No authoritativ decision on the point raised by our corre-

spondent has yet been givel. hut it is plain that no such certificate
should by its form, appearance, or wording afford ground for the ac-
cusation of "'colourable imitation" of a registrable diploma. Diffi-
culties might be avoided if the medical man giving a testimonial to a
nurse confined himself to the statement that, in his opinion, she was
capable of undertaking the nursing ot medical, surgical, or obstetrical
cases.

ANSWERg.

J. B. should consult his medical attendant.
1MEDICUs has omitted to enclose his card.
A. S.-Soine allowance must be made for the exciting circumstances of
the case.

MIEDICUS.-The Conjoint Examining Board of the Royal Colleges of
Physicians and Surgeonls in England do not hold examinations in
lionours.

F. W . J.-We have ascertained that a work entitled TVhat to Observe at the
Bedside acod after Deathl was published by MIessrs. J. and A. Churchill
for the London Medical Society of Observation at the price of 4s. 6d.
Messrs. Churchill inforni us that the work has been out of print for
many years, and that they doubt the wisdom of reissuing it.

ATrENDANT.-The authorised fee for a medical witness in a civil action
(according to the English scale-presumably it is similar in Ireland)
is from two to three guineas per diem and travelling expenses. The
witness can demand an adequate sum for conduct money with his
subocena, that is enough for travelling expenses and fee up to the
probable date of the trial.

MEDIcus.-The combination of F.R.C.P.Edin. and M.R.C.S.Eng. is quite
unusual. An F.R.C.P.Edin. is supposed to be and ought to be essen-
tially a physician. We are informed that the usual designation on
doorplate and card in Edinburglh and Scotland of a Fellow of the Scotch
College is either Mr. A. B., F.R.C.P.Edin., or A. B., F.R.C.P.Edin. The
latter, it is said, is better.

PRIFYSGOL CYMRU.
J. H. B., B.A., M.D.-The University of Wales does not, for the present,
confer medical degrees. Information as to the matriculation examina-
tion may be obtained by addressing the Acting Registrar, care of
Messrs. Faithfull and Owen, 11, Victoria Street, London, S.W.

STEAM DISINFECTORS.
SURGEON-CAPTAIN.-All three forms of apparatus are efficient, but only
the first-named is on the English market at present. It would cost
£200 to £210 (full size), apart from the expense of building a twvo-roomed
stationl- which is, of course, common to all kinds. See also the answer
to " Disinfector" in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 8th,
page 131;0.

LONDON AND MANCHESTER ASSURANCE SOCIETY.
INQUISITOR.-Much that our correspondent says respecting the way the
business of this Society is carried on is no doubt true, and it is for this
reason we should advise all medical practitioners to have as little as
possible to do with it. It must be pointed out, however, that, as has
been frequently shown in the columns of this JOURNAL, the Medical
Aid Department is an adjunct to a life insurance business, and
although our correspondent contends the former is " simply a bait to
lure proposers to join the latter," proof that this is really so apart
from mere asserLion is by no means easy. If the statement is a
"fact," our general condemnation of other medical aid societies
applies equally to this.

" ISAPGHUL."
A. DE B.-We have referred our correspondent's inquiry to Brigade-
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Kenneth McLeod, formerly Professor of
Surgery at Calcutta MYedical College, who has been good enough to send
ns the following note:
" Isapghul' is the seed of Plantago Isaphaghula (Roxb.). These

seeds are sold in all Eastern bazaars, but I don't know whether they
are to be had in London. I fancy they are. They contain a mucilage
which is extracted by water, and are said to be mildly astringent. They
are given dry, in which case they swell, and yield their mucilage in the
intestinal canal, or as decoction (3 drachms to the pint, boiled and
strained). They are used for chronic dysentery. I have seen them do
good."

WOTEM. LETTERS. BEt.

MR. MARMADUKE SHEILD (4, Cavendish Place, W.) asks us to state that
he would feel greatly indebted to anyone in private practice who
would inform him of cases of long imnmnunity from recurrence after
removal of undoubted scirrhus of the breast. If possible the name of
the operator should also be given. The sources will be duly acknow-
ledged of any information received.

WARNING.
MR. A. REDDICK (Furnival Street, Holborn) writes: We understand that
there is an inldividual going about to the houses of medical men seek-
ing to obtain a few shillings for the insertion of a name and address in

ERRATUM.-Ill the report of the proceedings of the Manchester Medical
Society, published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 15th,
the mixture referred to by Mlr. F. W. Jordan should have been
" quinine, chlorate of potash, and dilute nitro-hydrochloric acid," not
tannin.
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