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Liverpool, Preston, and Sunderland. Measles caused a death-rate of
1.5 in Sunderland; whooping-cough of 1.6 in Swansea and in Hudders-
field; " fever " of 1.0 in Liverpool and in Salford; and diarrhesa of 7.3 in
Sunderland, 7.5 in Liverpool, 7.7 in Leicester, and 9.4 in Preston. The
mortality from searletfever showed no marked excess in any of the large
towns. The 70 deaths from diphtheria in the thirty-three towns included
57 in London and 2 in West Ham. Four fatal cases of small-pox
were registered in London, and 1 in Plymouth, but not one in
any other of the thirty-three large towns. There were 179 small-pox
patients under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals and
in the Highgate Small-pox Hospital on Saturday last, August 18th,
against 207, 215, and 209 at the end of the preceding three weeks -
37 new cases were admitted during the week, against 152, 40, and 28
in the preceding three weeks. The number of scarlet fever patients
in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals and in -the London Fever
Hospital on Saturday last was 2,132, against 2,197, 2,221, and 2,193 at the
end of the preceding three weeks; 69 new cases were admitted during
the week, against 99 and 88 in the preceding two weoks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, August 18th, 861 births and 415
deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The annual
rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 16.3 and 15.6 per 1,000 in
the preceding two weeks, further declined last week to 14.6, and was 3.0
per 1,000 below the mean rate during the same period in the large
English towns. Among these Scotch towns the death-rates ranged
from 8.6 in Perth to 17.4 in Dundee. The zymotic death-rate in these
towns averaged 1.7 per 1,000, the highest rates being recorded in
Glasgow Dundee, and Greenock. The 195 deaths registered in Glasgow
included 14 from diarrheea and 4 from diphtheria. A fatal case of
small-pox was recorded in Greenock.

THE COST OF ISOLATION HOSPITALS.
H. J. H. M.-.-The report on Infectious Hospital Accommodation and Ad-
ministration in England appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of January 28th, 1893; and in replying to a question as to the cost per
bed of such a hospital, we stated in our issue of April 21st last that
the cost of a hospital for twenty beds would probably be something
over £200 per bed if of a really good class. We see no reason to modify
this estimate.

DIPHTHERIA AND DRAINS.
THE medical officer of health of Islington, in his annual report for 1893
on the health and sanitary condition of the parish, deals in some detail
with this subject. After remarking upon the steady growth of diph-
theria in London in recent years, and its spread by personal contact,
fomites, and infected milk, he observes that there are three great factors
in the causation of the disease-school influences, defective sanitary
fittings, and dairies. He then proceeds to discuss the possibility of con-
traction of diphtheria from sewer air admitted into houses through
defective drains, and comments upon the never-ending recurrence in
houses where cases of diphtheria have occurr6d of such defects as un-
trapped waste pipes to sinks, defective drains under the houses, and the
like. Mr. Harris observes that persons will say "these facts prove
nothing-a similar state of affairs has been found in houses in which
you have had typhoid fever, scarlet fever, or whooping-cough ;" " but,"
he adds, " I answer by saying that if, when the drainage has been put
right, there have been no new cases of sickness in the houses although
children lived in them who, by reason of their age were liable to be
attacked, it is only reasonable to conclude that the defective drains were
the most probable origin of the disease, especially when no other cir-
cumstance could explain it." Mr. Harris then alludes to the case of the
Yerbury Road Board Sehool, and states that he has " no hesitation in
affirming now that the school drains had been the cause of the con-
stantly recurring cases, because from the date of the completion of the
work the disease ceased to recur, and the school, which had the worst
health record in Islington, may now lay claim to the best."

MAGISTRATES AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE VACCINATION
ACTS.

A GREAT deal is made of the difference of treatment of defaulters under
the Vaccination Acts by magistrates, and much that is said is not with-
out reason. The same is of course true of different boards of guardians
in the matter of enforeement of those laws. We have seen therefore with
the greater satisfaction the action taken in the case of a defaulter in the
south-west of London which was before Mr. Denman last week, in which
the defendant pleaded as excuse for the non-vaccination of his child
that a Royal Commission was still sitting, and that there was a differ-
ence as to the value of vaccination. In the face of a small-pox preva-
lence however, Mr. Denman would not allow such excuses to hold, and
promptly made an order for the vaccination of the child within fourteen
days. This order was the outcome of the discretionary power which the
defendant told the magistrate was vested in him. and this practical
answer to the plausible utterances of the parent in default is refreshing
from the bench, and it is to be wished that many more of those having
discretionary power would use it in the best interests of their fellows by
insisting on the observance of the law which they have been appointed
to administer.

THE SALARY OF WORKHOUSE MEDICAL OFFICERS.
WE note with great satisfaction that the Local Government Board ap-
pears disinclined to ratify the appointment of Dr. Herbert Collier as
medical officer to the Yarmouth Workhouse at the salary proposed to be
paid to him by the guardians, and we shall watch with interest the result
of the correspondence now passing between the two boards on this sub-
ject. The salary now proposed appears to be considerably less than that
which was awarded to the late medical officer, Dr. Smith, and we do not
understand that there are any adequate grounds for it being reduced.

OBITUARYI
PROFESSOR ROLLET,

Lyons.
PROFESSOR ROLLET of Lyons, the well-known sypllilographer,
died suddenly on August 2nd, on the very day of the opening
of the Congress of the French Society of Syphilography and
Dermatology, at the meeting of which he was to have
presided.
Joseph Pierre Martin Rollet was born 69 years ago at

Lagnien, in the Ain Department. He studied medicine in
Paris, where he obtained the coveted post of interne des
h6pitaux in 1845. Whilst holding this appointment he served
under Trousseau, Piorry, and Langier. Among his colleagues
and fellow students were Broca. Gubler, Verneuil, and Follin.
He took his degree in 1848, the subject of his thesis being
Traumatic Haemorrhage in the Interior of the Skull.
In 1854 Rollet was appointed Surgeon to the Antiquaille of

Lyons, where he had charge of the clinic of venereal and skin
diseases. Here he gathered the materials for his two great
works, Recherches Cliniques et Exp6rimentales sur la Syphilis, le
Chancre Simple et la Blennorrhagie (Paris, 1861 and 1869), and
Traitg des Maladies V'Mn&riennes (Paris, 1865). In these works
Rollet proved by an abundance of clinical and experi-
mental facts the existence of " mixed" chancres and
the contagiousness of secondary syphilitic lesions. In
his demonstration of the latter point Rollet produced
a mass of evidence from his observation of primary
sores in the mouth and on the tonsils in glassworkers, which
he had exceptional opportunities of studying. By this addi-
tion to our knowledge of syphilis Rollet was the means of
bringing about a most important reform in the conditions of
glass-blowing, which is now almost everywhere carried out
by the use of compressed air instead of the human mouth.
He was further instrumental in inducing the Jewish ritual
authorities to abolish the digusting and dangerous practice
of suction with the operator's mouth in circumcision. Rollet
also made impolrant observations in hereditary syphilis and
the infection of nurses by sucklings, which led to the enact-
ment of prophylactic measures, and placed the subject in its
medico-legal aspects, which had previously often been mis-
understood, in a truer light. Another service which Rollet
rendered to scientific truth was his demonstration that the
syphilitic poison could be transmitted by the blood, and
hence that the disease could be conveyed by vaccination.
This was vehemently opposed by Ricord, who accused Rollet
of wishing to throw down the statue of Jenner. Rollet's
views prevailed, however, and it was mainly owing to his
teaching that the use of animal lymph has largely superseded
arm to arm vaccination.

Rollet was no mere specialist. He was a powerful advocate
of sanitary reform, and on the foundation of the Lyons
Faculty of Medicine in 1877 he was appointed Professor of
Hygiene. He was a member of the Acad6mie de MWdecine
and a correspondent of the Institute of France. At different
times he held the offices of President of the Lyons Medical
Society, of the Council of Hygiene of the Rhone, etc. His
funeral was attended by a large number of his professional
colleagues, civil dignitaries, and local notabilitios. Farewell
orations were delivered at the graveside by Professors Ollier,
Arloing, and Gayet, of Lyons, by Professor Hallopean, of
Paris, and others.
Among the writings of Professor Rollet, in addition to his

works already referred to, may be mentioned the following:
Etude sur le thumatisme blennorrhagique (1858);*Etudes Cliniques
sur le chancre produit de la contagion de la syphilis secondaire
(1859); De la pluralit4 des maladies ven6riennes (1860); Etudes
sur la Transmission de la Syphilis entre nourrisons et nourrices
(1861); Des Agents Contagieux des Maladies de la Peau (1857) ;
Prophylaxie Internationale des Maladies VJn4riennes (1867) ; La
Maladie de Job (1867) ; La Blessure d'Alexandre le Grand (1879) ;
Des applications du feu et l'hyqiene dans les temps pr6historique
(1883); Influence de la Filtration sur les eauxpotables (Geneva,
1883); Hygiene Industrielle (Lyons, 1888), etc.

Mr. HENRY WEEKES, F.R.C.S.Eng., who recently died at
Barnstaple at an advanced age, had a more adventurous
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