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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONs respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL and not to his private house.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

a Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to wh**f
8pecial departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted u.ill be
found under their respective headings.

QUJERIES.

JUVENAL asks wherc in London a Russian bath can bc had.
GALEN writes: A lady, the subject of slight inguinal hernia (right), with
some weakness of the left inguinal region, and wearing a truss, falls
prcgnant. Will the continued wearing of the truss do any damage, or
should anything in thie form of an abdominal belt be used instead?
What special precautions should be taken at the time of the confine-
Ient ?

FROTHY URINE.
W. P.. M.B., writes: Is it ri glit to conclude from "frothy urine " that a
patient is suffering from albuminuria? Can it not be produced by a
"corkscrew stream" ?
*** The persistence of froth on the surface of iirine for somne time

after it has been passed or agitated does iaot prove the presence of
albuminuria. All tbat it indicates is that the frothy urine contains
soimie ingredient which gives it the power of forming bubbles. The
commonest substances which impart this power are albumen and bile.
If there is no teiidency to jaundice iu the patient frothy urine pro-
bably indicates the presence of some albuminous substance in the
urine, and this may be derived either from the-kidneys or the genito-
urinary passages. A "colkscrew streaiim" may increase frothing by
causing greater agitation of the urine durinig its passage, but will nlot
make any permiianent frothing unless some abnormal ingredienit is
presenit in the urine.

ANSWERS.

J. D. R.-It scarcely lies within our province to give information about
fly-fishing.

CLIMATE FOR A CONSUMPTIVE IN AUSTIRALIA.
DR. W. T. GARDNER (Bournemouth) writes: I can strongly recommend
" F.R.C.S.E." to send his triend to Coomabarabrau. All information
can be obtained from Dr. Failes, who resides there, and has benefited
very greatly from the place.

THE CLIMATE OF BLOMFONTEIN.
A.-Blomfontein, the capital of the Orange Free State, South Africa, lies
about 4,000 feet above sea level, with some shelter to the north in the
open veldt country. It is as well supplied with the requirements
for invalids as any South African health station, and has been the
scene of several recoveries from phthisis in the early stage. Limited
tuberculosis of the lungs does well there.

INEB3RIETY " CURES."
DRINK.-The alleged " cure " to which our correspondent refers is secret,
and therefore unworthy the patronage of honourable members of the
profession. Moreover, it has been the subject of legal proceedings in a
British colony, where a fine was imposed. There are a large number of
similar secret " cures," all of which are stated by their proprietors to
have cured all, or nearly all, of the cases treated. We strongly advise
our correspondent to have nothing to do with these "cures."

NOTES, LETTERS, Etc.

MRS. MARIAN MARSHALL aiid assistanit were present at the British Medi-
cal Association meeting at Bristol for the purpose of copying papers,
ctc., on the Remington typewriter, as in previous years, and the new
Greek typewriter in use at her office in Cambridge was on view, creat-
ing much interest among members.

THE " VONDA " LADIES' SYRINGE.
*,* We feel indebted to our correspondent " M.D." for calling our atten-
tion to the suggested use of the " Vonda " ladies' syringe that appears
in a printed circular issued, we assumiie, by the manufacturers thereof.
From a purely professional point of view we commented on the
syringe in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of August 19th, 1893, but this,
with other like notices, has been unwarrantably used to promote its
sale. Among the various advantages-seven in number-claimed for
it is that " (7) By using this syringe at the proper time a lady has com-
plete control over her persoln, and can, if necessary, influence its state."
Comment on such a suggestion is superfluous. e' have referred the
matter to the solicitor of the Association, with instructions to com-
iiunicate with the persons responsible for the issue of the advertise-
ment, requiring the publication of the commendatory notice to be dis-
continued, as we decline to allow our review of the article to be in any
way associated with the suggestion conveyed in the above extract.

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND ITS WORK.
DURING the past few days, says the Morniaq of August 8th, the papers
read at the annual meeting of the Britishi Medical Assoctatioln have
added more to the public stock of knowledge and done more to pro-
more the welfare of the masses than the deliberations of Parlialnent
for a twelvemonth. Take, for example, small-pox and influenza, and
the mode of propagation of these diseases. Has any deliverance from
eitlher of the front benches since the election of the present Parliament
equalled in practical importance what Dr. Priestley and Sir T. Grainger
Stewart have had to tell us upor these subjects ? Which is the more
fraught with public advantage and happiness-a mumbling of the dry
bones of the Newcastle programme, or the assurance that both influ-
enza and small-pox are contagious diseases, and that their spread
from person to person can absolutely be checked by proper sanitary
measures ?

SHORTHAND IN MEDICINE.
WE have been asked by Dr. Gowers to state that, in order to promote the
use of shorthand by medical students and practitioners, by enabling
them to increase their knowledge, at the same time, of the art and of
their profession, a small sheet of Clinical Teaching in Lithographed
Phonetic Shorthand has been Printed. It can be obtained, price 6d.,
post free, from Messrs. Sir I. Pitman and Sons, 1, Amen Corner, and is
also sold by Mr. H. K. Lewis of Gower Street.

BovCCOTrING THE NURSE.
BOARDS of Guardians seems just now to have an unenviable knack of
getting into trouble, says the St. James's Gazette. According to the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, not usually an inaccurate authority, the
Bedford Guardians have dismissed a qualified nurse, on the ground
that she belongs to the " Workhouse Infirmary Nursing Association," a
philanthropic body under the presidency of the Princess Mary of Teck,
which has in the last dozen years supplied over 500 highly-trained
nurses to unions all over the kingdom. They might as well object to a
medical officer because he was a Fellow of the College of Surgeons.
Unless the Bedford Guardians can show a better cause than this, it is
about time the Local Government Board turned their attention to a town
which, with all its educational apparatus, appears to be deficient in the
elements of common sense, at least in the selection of some of its
guardians.

LONDON AND MANCHESTER ASSURANCE COMPANY.
WE have received several further communications relative to this

society.
Dr. Rotheroe confirms and points out some very objectionable

features of this institution, on which we have often commented. We
are sorry for the difficulties in which he has become involved in this
matter, but are of opinion that anyone buying a practice in which there
was an appointment of this nature with 1,300 members, might have fore-
seen pretty accurately what has in fact come to pass, while the action
of the agents under the circumstances detailed can iardly be said to
have been unnatural. That the management of the society, however
should practically be in such hands is much to be condemned, and
affords another reason why medical men should be very cautious in
accepting such appointments, as it may often happen that the injury
done to their private practice by such an appointment will far outweigh
the emoluments of the latter.
We quite agree with Dr. W. Woodley Stocker in condemning the practices

he reports. Such action on the part of the agents is most improper,
and cannot be too strongly condemned, and under the circumstances
detailed the profits accruing to the practitioner must be meagre in the
extreme.

It would appear that the agents of this society are under very little
control, and act very differently in different localities, and only on this
view can we understand their conduct, which is very differently
described by individual correspondents. In reply to " Anti-Sweat " we
can assure our correspondent that in most cases this society pays its
medical officers quarterly by cheque from headquarters at a stated rate
per quarter per member, so that agency commission cannot possibly
reduce the amount in any way. The instances he refers to are probably
due to improper behaviour on the part of the agents, though how they
can have the power to act as our correspondent describes it is not easyto see.
As to our correspondent's views on the subject of the Insurance of

ERRATUM.-In Sir Charles Cameron's address on public health, published
in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of August 11th, the death-rates from
typhoid fever in different classes of society (p. 301) should have been
per 100,000 instead of 1,000.
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