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munication from Parliamentary Bills Committee) was re-
ferred to two Subcommittees.
Proposed Alteration of Rule.-A motion by Mr. HORDER,

Cardiff, to alter a rule so that a retiring member of Council
should not be eligible for re-election was lost.
Sporadic Cretinism.-Dr. P. R. GRIFFITHS, Cardiff, gave a

lantern demonstration of sporadic cretinism before and after
thyroid feeding.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
PARIS.

Pseudo-Tuberculosis caused by Aspergillus.- Typhus Fever in
France.-First Aid in France.-Hospital Organisation.-Con-
gress for the Protection ofInfant Life.-Medical Practitioners
and the Law Courts.-Lepr6vost Dispensary at Havre.

M. GAUCHER, of the St. Antoine Hospital, and his interne M.
Sergent, have studied a case of pseudo-tuberculosis resulting
*from the presence of aspergillUs simpler. The patient coughed,
and spat blood, and there were signs of breaking down
of tissue at the apex of one of the lungs. The patient
was a pigeon stuffer at the Paris Central Market. He
crushed the seed between his teeth, and the pigeons were fed
from his mouth. M. Gaucher is inclined to believe that the
,seed contained the parasite. Bacteriological examination
failed, however, to reveal the presence of Koch's bacillus.
Inoculations of the aspergillus did not produce tuberculosis.
Typhus has broken out in the Place Mauber, one of the

dirtiest parts of Paris. In the Somme department there
have been sixteen cases. Several cases have occurred in
Paris since June; a patient and a nurse have died of
typhus in the Bicetre Hospital. At the police Prefecture
there are four medical men to diagnose doubtful cases. This
-condition of things is admittedly serious, and stringent
measures are required.
At the National Congress of the Public Assistance recently

held in Lyons it was proposed that in the principal towns
of France policemen should receive instruction as to the
treatment of street accidents; that urban ambulances should
be organised in all the principal cities of France on the model
of the Bordeaux ambulance; and that railway companies be
called upon to organise in all the principal stations on their
lines means of removing and treating wounded passengers. It
was also urged by the Congress that instruction on the treat-
ment of accidents and sudden illness should be more diffused
among the lay public. The pupils who receive a diploma
after attending the classes are to have the title of Secouristes.
At the same Congress M. Brodet, Clinical Professor at the

Lyons Medical Faculty, read a report on the past and future
of hospital organisation. According to him, local hospitals
are necessary in order to prevent overcrowding in the Paris
hospitals and those of large towns. They should consist of
pavilions two storeys high. The medical staff should be
elected by competitive examination.
The International Congress for the Protection of Infant

Life will be held at Bordeaux on July 22nd, 1895. It will
consist of three sections: (1) A physical section, in which
all questions relating to societies for protecting infant life,
maternal charity cre'ches, children's hospitals, sanatoria, etc.,
will be discussed. (2) A moral section, for the discussion of
questions relating to the protection of children abandoned
by their natural protectors, apprenticing, orphan homes, and
agricultural colonies. (3) An administrative section, in which
the Roussel law and all questions relating to the protection
of infant life will be studied.
Law proceedings between doctor and patient are becoming

frequent. M. Michel Ephrussi has just been worsted in one.
He objected to pay the fees claimed by Dr. D6clat for at-
tending his wife, and offered £20. The Court has decided that
the whole sum claimed must be paid. In another case the
k1ecision was also against the patient, who had refused to pay
J19 francs a visit to his medical man for attendance after an
pperation performed by an eminent surgeon. The patient
contended that before the operation he paid only 5 francs.
The doctor stated that after the operation the patient re-
quired more care and time. The Court decided that the rate

was not excessive. The Versailles Court has recently de-
cided that a medical man who bought a practice from the
widow of a colleague and afterwards claimed damages, the
practice not turning out remunerative, must put up with his
loss, inasmuch as he made a bargain which involved a
certain risk and must take the consequences.
The dispensary at Havre, named after Leprevost, was in-

augurated a few days ago. Dr. Lepr6vost's bust was garlanded
with roses, and eulogistic orations were delivered. The cere-
mony terminated by a visit to the wards, and £40 was
collected.

NEW ZEALAND.
The Medical School at Dunedin.- The Medical Congress at
Napier.-The Sanitary Eccentricities of a Lady Mayor.-The
New Zealand Centre of the St. Jokn Ambulance Association.-
Death of Dr. Henry and ofDr. Patrick.

THE discussion as to the NMfdical School of Dunedin con-
tinues. The question as to the advisability or necessity of
such a school has been mooted for some time; it was
brought before the Medical Congress held at Napier this year,
and motions were passed to the following effect:

(1) That no one centre in New Zealand can provide sufficient clinical
material for clinical teaching.

(2) Recommending the Senate of the New Zealand University to secure
the services of a body' of independent examiners in medicine and
surgery.

(3) Recommending that a committee be appointed to arrange for clini-
cal instruction in the four chief hospitals.
At the same Congress a motion was passed to bring the

question of the intercolonial medical journal before the next
Intercolonial Medical Congress to be held at Dunedin in
1896. A motion to incorporate the New Zealand Medical
Association with the British Medical Association was post-
poned to the next annual meeting to be held at Christchurch
in 1895. The Canterbury Branch brought up a report on the
collective investigation into typhoid fever made by them; it
was resolved to continue the investigation for another year.

It has been urged that if women were placed in a position
of authority they would abuse their power and become tyran-
nous, and certainly the proceedings of Mrs. Yates, Mayor of
Onehunga, Auckland (the first woman in the British
Empire elected to such an office) tends to prove this.
Dr. Erson, a medical practitioner in Onehunga, reported
to the New Zealand Government an outbreak of typhoid in
Onehunga, which he attributed to insufficient sanitary pre-
cautions. Mrs. Yates delivered an oration at the Council
Board, denouncing Dr. Erson as a traitor, and giving her
views as to the origin of typhoid, etc.; afterwards men -were
sent to break up and fill in a drain from Dr. Emson's house,
which passed under a public road; while the inspector of
nuisances was sent by the lady mayor to make a minute in-
spection of the unfortunate medico's house. It is only just
to the councillors of Onehunga to say that, according to the
press reports, the rest of the council opposed their mayor's
high handed proceedings.
Some surprise is felt at the fact that Dr. W. E. Hacon's

services in practically starting the New Zealand centre of
the St. John Ambulance Association have not yet been suit-
ably acknowledged. The Adelaide eentre, started two years
after the formation of this centre, have had three of their
medical staff appointed Honoraly Associates of the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem, while New Zealand has not had one
medical man appointed Associate.

I regret to record the deaths of two old and highly respected
practitioners in New Zealand: Dr. Henry, of Wellington, and
Dr. Patrick, of Christchurch; they had bath occupied the
position of President of their respective local medical
societies.

Dr. S. SCHNEIDER, m6decin-major of the First Class in the
French army, who was not long ago sent by the French
Government on a scientific mission to Persia, has been
appointed physician to the Shah.
PRoFEsson CESARE LOMBBOso, 80 well known by his writ-

ings on " criminal anthropology," has been elected President
of the Royal Medico-Chirurgical Academy of Turin.
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CHICAGO.
Endowment of a Davis Chair of Medicine in the North- Western

University Medical School.-A Holiday Book.
THE North-Western University Medical School has received
a legacy, and at the same time Dr. N. S. Davis, its Dean, be-
comes specially honoured by a gift of 50,000 dollars from Mr.
Deering, an extensive manufacturer of harvesting imple-
ments. This gift will go to endow a Chair in Medicine in
honour of Dr. Davis. This legacy comes at a particularly op-
portune time, when the school is taking on added impetus,
owing to its new buildings, and a wider and deeper interest.
It comes, also, during a period when Chicago is becoming
better recognised as a centre of medical learning. And,
again, it comes while we still have with us one whose name
it is an honour to perpetuate, one of whom we are honestly
proud, one who has accomplished much in the advancement
of medical science, and whose work is still vigorous. A few
more such endowments given to our medical schools would
place them still higher in the scale of utility; but such gifts,
unfortunately, are few and far between ; at least this has been
the experience in the past in the endowment of medical in-
stitutions; indeed, it is a deplorable feature of public philan-
thropy, which there has been no little argument and effort to
correct.

Professor Nicholas Senn is soon to become engaged in the
preparation of another considerable literary work. This time
on the general subject of " Tumours." Dr. Senn's method in
this effort will differ somewhat from that followed on previous
occasions ; in other words, he Ilies himself away, with paper
and pencil, and while on his voyage by land and sea he pro-
poses to devote exactly four hours out of each twenty-four to
the literary exercise of writing a book. He allows himself
four months' time for its completion. This is somewhat a
novelty in point of medical writing, though followed out by
many general-literary men. It appears to deserve imitation,
since the results of literary effort in medicine will be more
satisfactory when conducted along lines which separate the
author from the grind of strictly professional work, and
allow him a better environment, a keener energy, and a more
extensive thought-elements of much value in this scientific
period.

CORRESPONDENCE,
MR. GIBSON BOWLES. M.P., ON "ARMY DOCTORS."
Sra,-In what is headed as the " Medical Debate," in the

House of Commons, in your report Mr. Gibson Bowles em-
braced the opportunity of discharging some poisoned arrows
at " army doctors," a class of men it is his pleasure, with or
without reason, to hold up to public ridicule and contempt
in the press before he became an M.P. and now in the House,
where his voice is nightly heard, and has become familiar
to his fellow legislators.
In the speech to which I refer the following passage occurs:

"His " (Mr. Bowles's) " third and last point was with regard
to civilian medical practitioners, the cost for whom was put
down at £7,600. He asked, why was this? He could perhaps
suggest a reason for it, as he had some experience of army
doctors-not upon his own person, but through being in
places where these Surgeon-Captains, Colonels, and Generals
were stationed-and his experience was that whenever the
officers could find a private practitioner they did so." Mr.
Campbell-Bannerman explained that the item in question
was incurred not in the manner the hon. member supposed,
but in payment of services rendered by private practitioners
at stations where no army medical officer was posted. This,
however, is not my point. I wish to refresh the memory of
Mr. Gibson Bowles on a point which it appears to me if he
had cbanced to have it in his mind when he used the lan-
guage I have quoted, would probably have had a deterring
effect on his fluent tongue.
The hon. member on the occasion to which I refer " was in

a place " where surgeon-captaint and so on " were stationed."
A case of serious illness occurred in the house of his host, in
which he was deeply interested. A civilian medical practi-
tioner in large practice was called in (since deceased). The

case assumed an alarming aspect; an army doctor was called
in, who diagnosed the case as one of enteric fever, which not
having been done before, the common routine of sanitary
precautions, disinfections and so on, had not been carried
out. Fortunately the patient was saved, but the nurse, the
soldier servant of the host, and one of the maid servants of
the house were attacked; the two first named lost their
lives, and the last escaped after a severe illness in the South-
ampton Infirmary. I may be allowed to add that, although
numerous cases of enteric fever were treated in the great
Netley Hospital, from whence the army doctor referred to
came, there had never been an example of enteric fever
passing from person to person; presumably, first because the
army doctors there knew enteric fever when they saw it, and
so knowing, took the needful sanitary measures to prevent
the propagation of the disease.
One word as to the alleged invariable calling in of " civilian

practitioners " by officers for themselves and their families.
I assert, with more knowledge on this matter than the hon.
member can with truth claim, that this practice was, up to
the time of the abolition of the regimental system, almost un-
known. We all know that this abolition was suddenly
sprung, not only on regimental and staff officers, but on
army doctors themselves, without any adequate preparation
to smooth the transition from one system to. another. The
result, as should have been foreseen, was confusion, disgust,
and dissatisfaction, not only on the part of officers and men,
but on that of the Medical Staff, on whom the odium fell for
all the shortcomings that instantly ensued. The unfortunate
army doctors, suddenly permanently detached from their
regiments, were hurried from," post to pillar "-here to-day,
gone to-morrow. Disgusted with having repeated changes of
doctors for themselves and their families, officers naturally
turned to the nearest " civilian practitioner," who might be
expected to see the patient from the beginning to the end of
the illness. The writer of this letter can recall having it
from the lips of officers and men, that they have had, at the
time in question, " ten different doctors in attendance in the
space of one month."
Under cover of his interest in a mythical apothecary

"friend," Mr. Gibson Bowles had his sneer, rewarded by
what he aimed at-a " laugh " at captain and colonel and
general surgeons. Perhaps by the time the Secretary for
War presents his next military estimates, the hon. member,
among other lessons in military medical matters, may have
learned that the compound titles were not medical inven-
tions, and will direct his sneers, not at the bearers of the
said titles, but at those who were their inventors, and will
be able to recognise that they are intended to symbolise the
substantive rank which the altered conditions of military
medical service have rendered necessary for the effective dis-
charge of the various duties now imposed on the Medical
Staff of the army.
As Mr. Gibson Bowles has made his attack openly in his

own person, in his place in Parliament, I cannot be guilty
of replying under the shelter of a pseudonym.-I am, etc.,

W. C. MACLEAN, M.D.

THE COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SUR-
GEONS, ENGLAND, AND THE ISSUE OF

THE VOTING PAPERS.
SIR,-It was stated at the meeting of the Fellows of the

College on July 8th, that the proposed alteration in Clauses
5 and 6, Section iv, of the by-laws, by which provision is
made for sending a voting paper to each Fellow of the College
in the United Kingdom, was the result of a spontaneous act
on the part of the Council, and the Fellows present were
asked to congratulate the Council on having spontaneously
introduced the improvement. Mr. Holmes, however, pointed
out that, so far as his memory served, the alteration now
adopted by the Council was urged upon the Council by the
Association of Fellows. But the President on being appealed
to by Mr. Holmes, stated that his impression was that the
Council had acted spontaneously in the matter. To what
extent, however, Mr. Holmes is right and Mr. Hulke wrong,
your readers may be able to judge from the following items
culled from the minute book of the Association of FeIlows:-
At the meeting of the deputation of the Committee of the
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