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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAM8 CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONs respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AuTHoRs desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRBSPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CTRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

1 Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted wil be
(ound under their respective headings.

QuERIEs.

THE GRoss VALUE OF A PRACTICE.
3I.R.C.S. bought a practice on the following terms: On centering a certain
sum to be paid, and a further sum to be paid at the end of the first year,
provided that the gross value of private practice reaclhed a certain
figure. What is lueant by the gross value? Is it the total receipts or
total bookings ?

*** The term was evidently intended to embrace the amount of busi-
niess done, not iimerely the amount actually paid for.

ANSWERS.

W. S. S.-If our correspondent will forward his address a list of works on
time subject will be forwarded to him.

!USTICUS.-A Code of Medical Ethics, by Jukes de Styrap, M.K.Q.C.P.,, is
published by I{. K. Lewis, London, price 3s.

T. S. McC.-We find that the name of Daniel Sutherland was erased from
tIme Medical Register on May 20tll, 188.8, by order of tlle General Medical
Council, for "infamous conduct in a professional respect."

V. L. G., Didsbury College, Manchester.-The Medical Sickness, Annuity,
and Life Assurance Society is a thoroughly sound and successful in-
stitution. The address of the Secretary is Mr. F. Addiscott, 33,
Chancery Lane, W.C.

M.S.-L. The death-rate per thousand of the male population of Great
Britain and Ireland in 1891 was 21.0. 2. It is impossible to give the death-
rate of males between 18 and 25, as the deaths at each year of age between
11 and 20 are not separately abstracted.

PRURITUS ANI.
A.F.P. writes: I would suggest that " Surgeon " should try the local ap-
plication of peppermint water or of eau de cologne.

To PREVENT FLEABITES.
IN answer to "1 A. G. S." in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of October 28th,
a miiatron of a " home " writes to say that she thinks she has been less
bitten by fleas this summer because she has sponged herself over with
infusion of quassia after her bath night and mornmng.

VALTTATION OF A PRACTICE.
x. Y. Z.-The value of a practice is usually based upon the average of the
actual receipts for three years preceding the event, unless the period
includes epidemic years, in which case the calculation should be ex-
tended over a longer period.

BEEF TEA.
%M.J.K.-We find it stated in Professor Halliburton's Che?ical Phtysiology,
p. 597, that " Beef tea is nutritious only to a sliFht extent, as it contamns
mere traces of proteids, gelatine, and fats.' And further that "its
stimulating effect is due to the extractives creatine, xanthine, hypo-
.xanthine, lactic acid, and salts."-Ibid.

WN'ASP STINGS.
A.F.P. writes: I would recommend trial in these cases of a very simple

rFemnedy and one which is at hand in most households, namely, kerosene
oil, appliedlocally. In India I lhave found this substance very effi-
cacious in relieving the intense pain of scorpion stings, far more so
than ammonia, ipecacuanha, tobacco, etc., the remedies usually re-
sorted to.

TINNITUS AuIRIUM.-J.F.E. writes: In reply to " M.B.'s " query as to the best means of reliev-
iilg tinnitus auniuimi, strychnine, bromlde, and other treatmnient having
failed, I would suggest the trial of ergot, giving 13 to 20 mnininiis of the

liquid extract in water three times a, day. The action of the drug by
constricting the small capillaries of the internal ear whose loss of tone
and consequent dilatation may, by allowing an excessive flow of blood
througlh them, be the cause of the whole trouble, will, it is extremely
likely. alleviate the throbbing rushing noise peculiar to this distressing
ailment.

NOTES. LETTERS, Etc.

NEWSPAPER MEDICINE.
ONE of the New York newspapers lately gave prominence to a most ima-
ginative article on disease of the vermiiiform appendix. The writer
took the position that operations for that disease were done with un-
necessary frequency, and cited a case in which an individual affected
with it had declined surgical interference, and had ultimately coughed
up his appendix.

THE CASE OF WILLIAMS V. SODEN AND MEADEN.
WE are requested to publish the following brief account of the above
case, tried at the Cardiff assizes on March 28th, 1893, which is one that
will commend itself to the practical sympatly of members of the medi-
cal profession: On August 9th, 1892 Mr. Soden went for his holiday,
leaving in charge of his practice Charles Meaden, M.B.Durh., at the
usual salary of £3 3s. per week. On August 24th Mr. Williams, of
Norfolk Street, Swansea, thlrough his wife, summoned Mr. Sodento
attend him. Williams had never previously been Mr. Soden's patient,
and his wife employed Mr. Meaden, knowing him to be Mr. Soden's
locum tentens. It was shown in evidence at thie trial that Mr. Meaden
dispensed Inedicine containing ammonia in such a dose as to prove in-
jurious to the patient, who, after taking a dose, vomited and suffered
from irritation of the mouth and throat, attended with much pain.
Williams attempted to get compensation from Mr. Meaden, but, failing
to come to any arrangement, he eventually took proceedings against
Soden and Meaden with a view to recovering £500 damages. The case
was heard at the last March assizes at Cardiff. A verdict was given for
the plaintiff with £27 damages. Mr. Soden was adjudged responsible,
as the employer of Mr. Meaden, the judge at the same time remarking
that he regretted that Mr. Soden should ever have been dragged into
the case.
From promises made before the trial it was understood that Mr.

Meaden would, in case of an adverse judgment, bear the expenses.
Since, then, however, he has declined to pay even a portion of the
plaintiff's costs and damages. Tlhus Mr. Soden is left to pay, not only
his own costs and expenses in connection with the trial, but also the
plaintiff's costs and damages. His liabilities are as follows:

£ s. d.
Plaintiff's costs, etc., including damages ... ... 120 0 0
Mr. Soden's costs ... ... ... ... ... ... 85 0 0
Mr. Soden's expenses at Cardiff during assizes ... 6 0 0
Mr. Soden's expenses for loctum tenens ... ... ... 9 0 0

2220 0 0
A committee, consisting of Swansea miiedical-men, have opened a sub-

scription list for the purpose of defraying the expenses of Mr. Soden,
who has only recently commenced practice. Subscriptions, which are
especially invited from members of the profession in South Wales and
the neighbouring English counties, may be sent to the Glamorganshire
Banking Company, Swansea, or to the Honorary Secretary to the fund,
Mr. W. F. Brook, Mount Pleasant, Swansea.

Subscriptions to the Soden Ftnd.
£ s. d. £ s. d.

Wm. Morgan, Swansea 5 .5 0 R. Roxburgh, M.B., Weston-
H. Pringle, M.D., Bridgend 2 2 0 super-Mare ... ... ... 0 10 6
E. B. Evans, Swansea ... 0 10 0 J. W. White, Bristol... ... 0 5 0
- Savage, Liverpool Street 2 2 0 J. Swain, M.D., Clifton ... 0 10 0
J. McGinn, Newport... ... 1 5 0 D. Campbell, M.D., Calne ... 0 10 6
F. Lewis, Llandovery ... 1 1 0 H. Grace, Kingswood ... 0 10 0
H. C. Bevan, Nantyglo ... 0 10 6 J. Stamper, M.D., Pembroke
T. Limberg, Newport ... 0 10 0 Docks... ... ... ... 0 10 0
J. Mullin, Newport ... ... 1 1 0 E. Le C. Lancaster, M.B.,
J. S. Thomas, Cardiff ... 0 10 6 Swansea.0 10 6
A. Eddowes, M.D., 25, Old J. A. Rawlings, Swansea ... 0 10 0
Burlington Street, Lon- H. Charles, Swansea ... 1 1 0
don ... ... ... ... 0 10 0 J. Wigmore, M.D., Twerton-

D. T. Edwards, Taff Wells... 1 1 0 on-Avon ... ... ... 0 5 0
A. Bethell. Bridgnorth ... 0 10 0 D. A. Davis, M.B., Swansea 1 1 0
L. Manning, M.B., Llany- A.G. Thomas, M.D.,Newport 2 2 0
mynech ... ... ... 0 5 0 T. Fernandez, M.D., Ross... 0 10 6

J. W. Roe, M.D., Ellesmere 1 1 0 T. Wallace, M.D., Cardiff ... 1 1 0
M. Lloyd, M.D.,Llanarthney 1 0 0 W. F. Brook, Swansea ... 0 10 6
J. W. Riley, Pontesbury ... 0 5 0 J. Davis, Swansea ... ... 1 1 o
R. Elsworth, M.B., Swansea 1 1 0 T.D. Griffiths,M.D.,Swansea 1 1 0
J. Rattray, M.D., Frome ... 0 10 6 J. Evans, Swansea ... ... 1 1 0
A. L: Wade, M.D., Wells ... 1 1 0

£35 12 0
STREET NOISES.

THE noises of the streets are so irritating and so destructive of good
work on the part of those who have to use their brains, that it need be
matter of no surprise that so perennial a cause of annoyance should
this year have yielded an autumn crop of newspaper correspondence.
The dull roar of the streets is bad enough although endurable; the
cacophonous cries with which London abounds, the meanings of which
seem known to none, are more active sources of disturbance to brain
workers of ever class, but the sounds which bear the palm for de-
structiveness o all continued mental effort are such as have sugges-
tiveness, and trail red herrings across the line of thought. It is not as

ERRATUTw.-In the review of Dr. Oswald Ziemssen's book, the Treatment oj
Constitutional Syphilis, which appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOUR-
NAL of October 28th, p. 9.50, the words " Dr. Ziemssen has satisfied him-
that by this methoc no mercury enters the body," etc., should read
46 tlle. tllar + l v ate.1-
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