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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMUNICATIONs respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORs desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

RW Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be
found under their respective headings.

QVERIIES.

THE WEIR-MITCHELL TREATMENT.
W. A. L. writes: Can you, or any of your readers, inforill m-e if there is
any institution where a patient in poor circumstances could undergo a
short course of the Weir-Mitchell treatmnent? The friends could afford
a small sum weekly.

TENERIFFE.
MR. L. E. AITKENS (Fronwendon, Penmaenmawr, N. Wales) asks for par-
ticulars as to residence at Teneriffe. First, the best way to get there;
whether it is a really good place for anyone threatened with phthisis;
and, finally, what is the best part of the island, and any information as
to cost of livinig, etc.

ANSES.

IN4U1RER.-(1) There is a University of Vienna which confers the degree
of Doctor of Medicine. (2) We are unable to supply the required in-
formation as to the person named, and should recommnend our corre-
spondent to communicate with the Dean of the Medical Faculty of the
University referred to.

DR. H.-Our correspondent is certainly entitled to deduct the cost of up-
keep of horse, carriage, and harness, technically " depreciation." The
collector has no voice in the matter, nor has the surveyor of taxes. For
other deductions a medical man is entitled to make consult Income
Tax, How to Get it Refunded, to be had from 25, Colville Terrace,
London, W.

MEDICUs.-We do not know that exetlre of the works mentioned has
been translated, nor are we awarb of any book in English especially
devoted to the post-mortem appearances in cases of sudden death. There
is no very recent book on poisons, but Professor Dixon Mann's work
on Forensic Medicine and Toxicology would probably contain all the in-
formation required.

MEDICAL ASSURANCE COMPANIES.
A.B.C.-We do not see tllat our correspondent can do more than follow
the example of the four medical men in his township, and return the
circular unsigned or with a statement that the proposed remuneration
is too small.

REMOVAL OF DANDRUFF.
MR. G. A. GARRY SIMPSON, M.R.C.S. (East Acton), writes: Lanolin well
rubbed into the scalp, or lanolin, vaseline, and almond oil in suitable
proportions. This treatment will also tend to prevent the hair falling
out, and the following will also be of use: g Chloral liydrat. 3j; gly-
cerine 3jss; sp. vini rect. 3jv; aquam ad 3vj. To be applied to roots of
the hair at bedtime. Debility from pregnancy, overlactation, anxiety,
worry, and syphilis are well known causes.

THE NEXT WINTER SEASON ON THYE RIVIERA.
MENTOR.-Cases oft choleraic disease lave undoubtedly occurred in
certain parts of the Riviera during the past summer, and we know of at
least one death amongst English vlsitors at Monte Carlo from
"choleraic diarrhea" during the period. We should advise intending
visitors to these resorts to wait until the winiter season is a little
advaniced before setting out, so that they mi-ay have the advantage of
the reports of the resident Engl4sh physicians as to the sanitary state
of these towns.

TREATMENT OF PRURITUS ANI.
DR. ARTHUR W. EDIS writes: If "Surgeon" has not vet succeeded in
curin.g his obstinate case of this disorder, let lhim try painting the
marglns of the anus carefully with a saturated solution of carbolic acid,
and for the next few days keeping the parts smeared with an ointment
of cocaine and atropine made with lanoline. Another very efficacious
remedy consists of equal parts of chloral and camphor, 3i ad ii oleic
acid. This must be well rubbed in, and even inserted just within the

anus. Wri lit's liquor carbonis detergens, as Mr. C. Roberts remarks,
is a very valuable remedy. Marine lint or oakum, a small dossil gently
inserted within the sphincter ani and kept thus in itfu often affords
much relief. Apart from local treatment, however, care must be taken
to remedy any constitutional cause, such as smoking, use of condi-
ments, -high game, abuse of alcohol, etc. Iron with mag. sulph.,
stryclhnine, and quassia to regulate the bowels is very useful. An occa-
sional pil. hyd. c. rheo. to act upon the liver, followed by a dose of
Carlsbad salts, should also be tried. I lhave frequently relieved invete-
rate cases of many months', and even years', duration within a few
weeks by careful attention to diet, a few local applications, and the
employment of one or other ointment as suggested.

HUMANISED MILK
DR. SOLOMON SMITH (London) writes: The term " humanised" lias
been applied to a preparation of milk sold by a well-known dairy
company, in which, by a process either of addition or subtraction, the
proportions of its different ingredients are mlade to correspond with
those in the milk of the human species. An equivalent preparation
lhowever, has long been in use, prepared by the extraction of a part of
the casein by means of rennet-a receipt for wlich is given in Martin-
dale's Extra Pharmacopa!ia. In the Pharmaceutical Journal for 1892,
page 652, a receipt is given for arriving at the saine result by the addi-
tion of cream and water without removing the casein. During the past
year my brother, a skilful analytical clhemist, who has been able to
check laboratory results by nursery experiences, lhas carefully gone
into the whole matter, and he sends me the following receipt, which goes
somewhat more into details than the one given by Martindale, and,
while avoiding the use of actual rennet, which is variable in its action,
has the additional advantage of inculcating the boiling of the milk:
Place 6-.l ozs. of new milk in a vessel (by preference, tall and narrow of
7 ozs. capacity), and after twelve hours remove the cream. Heat ihe
skimmed milk to between 700 and 800 F., and add with stirring,
40 minims of Brand's essence of rennet. Allow to stand at rest for five
minutes, break up the curd, and gradually raise the temperature to
1500 F., meanwhile repeatedly breaking up the curd and working it
with a spoon, whereby the broken curd having parted from the w ey
will agglomerate into one tough spongy mass, and the whey may be
poured off. Boil the whey to destroy the ferment and coagulate the
albumen (which will not coagulate by boiling in the' presence of un-
curdled casein), and filter hot through fine flannel previously
thoroughly wetted (whey filters througlh paper witlh very great diffi-
culty). To the hot whey add 5 grains bicarbonate of soda and 110 grains
sugar of milk. Add the whey and the cream., previously removed, to
131 ozs. of new milk, and bring the whole to the boil. If this milk is to
be used for an infant it is desirable to have wide-mnouthed bottles hold-
ing wlhen neck full exactly one feed each. Fill them with the hot milk,
and cover lightly (not tightly) with a loose paper or plug of cotton
wool.
Milk so prepared will keep good for forty-eight hours. Immediately

before use carefully remove the skin and stir in the cream that will
have risen. This method ensures each feed having, its due proportion
of cream and avoids any disturbance of the bulk at eaclh meal. Should
this milk prove too rich (which is most improbable) no water should
be added, but rather more than the above proportion should be
curdled, say, 8 ozs. to 12 of new milk. If the child throws up curd
smelling sour, add 10 grains bicarbonate of soda instead of 5 grains.
N.B.-Scrupulous care must be taken that the, spoon used in the

curds and whey (before boiling) does not come in-contact with the new
milk. Essence of rennet is not itself acid, but an acid. reaction is de-
veloped in the process of curdling (fermenit); boiling destroys all
further action of the ferment, but does not destroy tlle acidity pro-
duced, hence the addition of the alkali.

DiR. A. W. EDIS writes: Plavfair's .Iidw'ifery, 6'tli edition, pp. 300-302, de-
scribes fully the process.' The Aylesbury Dairy Company supply daily
the humanised m-ilk, and as this is made presumably-in large quan-
tities, it is likely to be more uniiform in quality tihan home made. I can
speak from experience as to its value.

MR. HARDING H. TO'KINS, M.R.C.S. (Hove), also cites the method of pre-
paring "humanised milk" given in Playfair's Midwifcry: He adds that
the practical points to remember are not to let the imilk and rennet
get too warm when standing to set, and also after boiling the whey to
strain through fine muslin, or the fine curd thlrown! down will choke
the nipple. He now uses liquid rennet (Buxton's, c>f Triangle, Clifton, or
Benger's) as more conveniient. The chief drawback is constipation
with curds in the motion; this is met by using about equal parts of
whey and new milk, adding a few grains of sulphate of soda (2or 3gr. to
each feed) and a couple of teaspoonfuls of barley water (teacupful to a
pint of water, boil for two minutes, throw away the first water. stand in
jar in the oven for four or five hours, strain). Thec Aylesbury Dairy
Company, Bayswater, will send six pint bottles ready prepared to any
doctor gratis. Sometimes peptonised milk suits better.

W. L. C. (Sanidgate) writes: In answer to " J. H.'s" inquiry in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 30th as to preparation of humanised
milk, I lhave been for some time in the lhabit of using the following
formula where breast feeding is lnot possible, and I have found the
results most satisfactory. A little inodification is sometimes necessary:
Cream (20 per cent. fat), 1l- oz. ; milk (cow's), 1 oz. ; water, 5 ozs. ; sugar
of milk, Ul- drachins. Steam or boil for fifteen or twenity minutes; wheni
cool add lime Nvater -1 oz. This make3 8 ozs. Multiply the above
quantities according tb amount required for twenty-four hours. Keep
in well-corked bottles in a cool place, and warni as required. I always
supply a table of the quantity of food required at each feeding, accord-
ing to age and the intervals of feeding, to obviate tlhetoo common faults
of too frequent feeding and orerfeeding.

NOTES. LETTERS, Etc.

ERRATA.-Tn the report on the discussion on "sAbdominal Tmerculosis
in Children," published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of Septemnber
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30th, Mr. R. Lawford Knaggs was erroneously described as " Surgeon
to the Leeds Infirmary."-In the same number of the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL (page 768), Dr. M. J. Nolan, whose appointment as Resident
Medical Superintendent of Downpatrick District Asylum was an-
nounced, was described as " late Acting* Medical Superintendent
Limerick Asylum." Dr. Nolan has for the last five years been Senior
Assistant Medical Officer in the-Richmond (Dublin) District Asylum.

THE FiSHER FUND.
THE Committee for the late "Dr. Fisher Fund" are anxious to express
their sincerest thanks to the Editor for his courtesy in publishing in
the BRITISH MEDICAL-JOURNAL Of September 2nd their appeal on behialf
of the lately bereaved mother and sister. By the instrumentality of
the press they have been enabled to acknowledge most gratefully the
generous donations recorded below. The Committee wish further to
state that the fund is not yet closed, and also, that owing to the enor-
mous amount of votes required, and the long list of candidates, whose
election must, according to rule, take place prior to that of Mrs. Fisher,
they have been coiipelled to relinquishi the original idea of attemptingto buy an annuity from the United Kingdom Beneficent Association,
finding, after due consideration, that the money would be more advani-
tageously spent by banking the whole amount, and drawing weekly~a
certain sum till the fund be exhausted. The warmhearted sympathy
expressed, both in words and in deeds, from strangers as well as from
friends, has deeply touched the hearts of the two to whom it has been
so generously extended:

d

Lady Mountemple .....s 0 0 Symipathiser, Vichy ..0 it 0
W.D. S...5. 2 0 H. J. C., Londonderry ..0 10 0
Mr. F. Flood, Dorking .5 0 0 Mr. R. Kell... .. ..0 10 0
Mr. W. Green...5 0 0 Mr. Jolhn Crawford.....0 10 0
Dr. H. Sylvester,.... :i 3 0- Dr. Franik Godfrevy.....0 10 0
Mrs. Sander... .. ..3 0 0 Mr. Alfred EddoNies ..0 10 0
Mrs. Fish... .. ..2 2 0 Dr. Hughies Davies.....0 10 0'
The Archdeacon of Mr. John Mlay

v

. . 0 10 QgLimerick..... ..2 0 0 Mr. J. H. Jobel 0 10 0
"Far Away" . 2 0 0 Mr. F. Crefandi, Acle 0 10 0
Mr. F. D. Spraguie . 2 0 0 Mrs. Grice-Hutcliinson 0 10 .0
Mrs. Downes .1... 10 0 Mr. Sidney Hobbs.....0 10 0
Dr. Frank... .. ..1 1 0 Mrs. Clarke... .....0 10 0
Dr. W. J. Stephens.....1 1 0 E. F. J... .. .... 010 0
Dr. Lyne Blight... ..1 1 0 A Lady, per Miss WNhitty ..0 3 0
Mr. Frank Godfrey.....1 1 0 Dr. J. Mulvany .. ..0 5 0.
Dr. Garrod-Thomas ..1 1 0 Dr. Farrar... .. ..0 5 0
Mrs. Robinson 1. 1 0 Dr. Ewenis... .. ..0 5 0
Mr. R. Burdett-Sellere ..1 1 0 Dr. C. H. Johinson.....0 5 0
Mrs. Bright... .. ..1 1 0 Miss Ellen A. Richmond ..0 -5 0
Mr. Williamn Lucas ... ...1 1 0 Dr. Adams... .. ..0 5 0
Mr. G. Harvey ..1 0 0 Mlrs. MacDonald... ..0 ) .0
Mrs. deLandre.1... 0 0 Mr. Bokhart... .. ..0 5,0
Mrs. Chadwick ..1 0 0 Reading... .... ..0 .5 0
Dr. F. C. Fisher . 1... 0 0 Mr. Klinker... .. ..0 5 0
Dr. W. A. Fitzgerald ..1, 0 0 I.M. R. .. .. .. ..0 5 0
Mrs. Blay... ..1 0 0 'Mrs. Baker... .. ..0 3 0
Miss Damar ... 1 0 0 Anonyimous... .. ..0 5 0
Dr. E. D. Mapother... 1 0 0 Mrs. Emm-ett .. .. 0 5 0
Lady Wilde .1... 0 0 Dr.Fox..... .. ..0 5 0
Mr. OscarWilde.1... 0 0 E.A. 0 5 0
Mrs. Studdert .. ..1 0 0 Dr. H. A. Latim"er 0 5 0
Mr. John Edgar.....1 0 0 Anonymous. Chielsea ..0 5 0
Mrs. F. S. Stoney, Tasclhi- Mr. E. A. C. Bator .. ..050
loloy Rectory, CO. J. P. N 50
Longford .1... 0 0 R. S.,.. 50

Mr. Lambert Bond ... ...1 0 0' Mrs. Higgell, Glyn ..050
Mrs. Butler Lowe.....1 0 0 Dr. If. Coryn .. ..0 5 0
Mr. M. L. Moss .. ..1 0 0 Mr. J. G.N.West ..050
Rev. Canon Haydni.. ..1 0 0 Anonymous, Southainpton 0 o5 0
Mrs. O'Grady... .. ..1 0 0 Dr. J. WV. Mown, Betch-
Mrs. Palmer... .. ..1 0 0 worth ..0. 5 0
Mr. Y. C. Thomas Day ..1 0 0 -Mrs. Garbutt ..0 -5 C
Miss Meyhors .. 1. 0 0 Dr. G. Fisher ... ..0- 0
Mrs. Hooper .1... 0 0 -Mrs. Nicholas Dawson .. 0O
Mr. John Doherty .... 1. 0 0o Mrs. Kinig ..... 05)1 0
Mr. James Phipps.....1 0 0 Mrs. M.lur_phiy, Cork.....0 5 0
Rev. Precentor Meredyth, Miss Br-adinack 0. 5 0
M.A.R.D. .. .. 0 0 B. F. G. Hoiolnslow.....0 5 0

Rev. M. F. M. Maunsell, H. M. H. ......0 4 0
Kildiimo 1 0 0 Reader of Gentleuwoman.

Brigade-Surgeon WV. F'. Stoke Ferry..... 0 3 0
Burnett, A.M.S.o.. 15 0 Dr. F. 0 2 6

Dr. Pegler... .. I.0 10 6 Mr. F Hi. Middleto'n' 0 2 6
Dr. Grant-Morris.....0 10 6 Mr. J. Huniter, 0 2 6
Dr. Fussell... .. ..0 10 6 Mrs. Mtiles... .. ..0 2 6,
Mrs. Fussell.. ..... 010 6 R. H.L.0 2 6
Dr. Radcliffe Crocker ..0 10 6 Mlrs. M1. Hi. Ellis' . 0 2 6
MissWyatt . . 010 6 E. G. Q.Mi. ..0 20St. Matthew xxv,40.....0 10 6 A Lady... .. .. ..0 20
Mr. T. B. Wilkinson ... 0 10 6 ALady... .. ..0 1 0
Mr. A. W., Grieg. .. 010 6 Miss Parsons.1. 0 0
Dr. W. H. Bour7ke.....0 10 6 Mrs. Watkins and~ Mi's's
M'r.W. Cheese ... .... 0 10 0 Elliott ... ..1 0 0.
Dr. H. 0. Grenfell.....0 10 0 Mr. G. 1). Craig, Bin-ley ..1 0 0
Dr. W. H. Booth.....0 10 0 Anonymlous, per "Miss
Mr. Meridith Townsend 0 10 0 Harvey... .. ..1 0 0.
Mr. Noel Sprague . 0 10 0 R. M. H1.1.. .. 0 0o

ANOTHER? WARNINO.
A -VICTIM writes: There is a uiseful little hinvention for savini,g~as by~
increasing th-e brightness of the flame anid enabling a sinaIl urner
with the "1utiliser', to give as muchi light as a larger one without it.
It is made by Spong anddCo., of High H olborni, and the price at the
Army and Navy Stores is 2s. 6d. per dozen. There is a man going about

calling on doctors in the evenings selling these gas economisers, which
he represents as in part made of platinum, and charging 2s. each for
them including a ,d. burner and screwing them on. Anyone can do
this for himself, and I felt considerably "sold" when I found that
articles for which I had paid 2s. each were figured in the Stores List at
2s. 6d. a dozen!

MEMORIAL TO SURGEON-MAJOR PARKE.
SURGEON-LIEUTENANT-COLONEL R. BRADSHAW (Carrick-on-Shannon)
writes: I enclose herewith copies of notices relating to the Parke
Masonic Memorial Hall which we hope to erect in this town to the
memnnry of the late Dr. Parke. If you will kindly insert them in your
next issue we will be much obliged. I will be happy to receive and
acknowledge any subscriptions that may be sent to me for that pur-
pose. I may add that we are receiving every encouragement, both
generally and locally, as all seem most anxious to pay this last tribute
to the memory of our very distinguished fellow townsmen.

Me.morial to the late Suryeon-M1ajor Parke: under the Immediate Patronage of
Lord Harlech, Her Mdajesty's Lieutenant of tic' County Leitrinm.

We earnestly appeal to all whio respect bravery anid unflinching fidelity
in-the discharge of duty to subscribe towards the hall, which is pro-
posed to be built as a memorial of this great man. Carrick-on-Shannon
is. the nearest town to the birthplace of poor Parke, where all his early
days were spent, and it was here also he was initiated a Freemason, and
the town with which his respected father had a life-long connection;
it is, therefore, conspicuously the place in which to erect a memorial to
perpetuate his name, and those who knew him best in the county of his
birth are most anxious that the building should be worthy of the dis-
tinguished fame of this great Irishman, cut down in the prime of life.
We need hardly remind the reader of Parke's sufferings and heroism
*with Stanley in Central Africa, or of his services in the Egyptian and
Soudan campaigns before he joined the Emin Pasha Relief Expedition.
We simply ask for such assistance as will enable us without delay to
raise the memorial, feeling assured that the public will generously re-
spond. List of subscribers wvill be published from time to time.
*. ~~~B.St. G. Harrison, Carrick-on-Shannon, Hnrr

Abraham O'Connor ,, " C Honorary
* ~~~Win. C. Smith, MohillSertis

Carrick-on-Shannon, Ireland, Sept. 22nd.
Mlemorial to Surqleon-Major Parke.

At a stated communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge. of North
Connaught held in Boyle on Tuesday, September 19th, 1893, it was decided
that a hall, to be called the Parke Memorial Hall, be erected in Carrick-
on-Shannon, Dr. Parke and his father having both been members of
Lodge No. 854 held there. A committee has been appointed, with
power to add to its number, which comprise the Right Honour-
able Lord Harlech, Rev. Dr. Clarke, the Officers of the Provin-
cial Grand Lodge of North Connaught, the Past Provincial Grand
Officers, and the Worshipful Masters and Secretaries of Lodges in the
Province. As the hall is to be known as the Parke Memiorial Hall, it is
expected that all admirers of this good and great man, whether Masons
or otherwise, will subscribe to this laudable object with a view to per-
petuate his memory.
The Provincial Bank of Ireland, Carrick-on-Shannon Treasurers.
The Northern Banking Company, Mohill. T

Benjn. St. Geo. Harrison, Carrick-on-Shannont HonoraryAbraham O'Connor ,, ,, Scrtris
W"in. C. Smith, Mohill. Sceais

by,any of whom subscriptions will be received and acknowledged.
Sept. 21st.

WASP STINGS.
DR. JOHN ROWAT (Higliwortli, Wilts) writes: As a contribution to the
interesting correspondence on this subject, I may mtiention a method of
treatment which I recently learned through a Scotch layman who had
known it since boyhood, and had practised it occasionally. It is simply
a repetition of the well-known ' watch-key " treatment of comedones.
Immediately on receiving the sting the end of a watch key is pressed
firmly on the spot, the affected point being, of course, in the centre of
Ohe little circular impression made by the key. In this way a minute
quantity of liquid is forced out, serum chiefly, and perhaps the virus
of the sting. ILn addition, we may assume that the mechanical injury
to capillaries and lymphatics, withi the slight inflammation resulting
therefrom, have a share in the cure which is said to be the regular out-
come of the treatment. I have not had an opportunity of applying the
remedy myself, but it seems quite rational and scientific in principle,
and possibly is already known to some practitioners, though I am ed
to doubt this by its not having been mentioned by any of your corre-
spondents. It would not, of course, be applicable to a sting on the
tongue.

CASTRATION IN. ENLARGEMENT OF THE PROSTATE.
DiR. ARTHUR J. HARRIES (Adam Street, W.C.) writes: Dr. Mansell
Moullin, in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 16th, appears
to advocate castration as a tentative treatment of prostatic enlarge-
iu1ent. Inasmuch as the danger to life would be insignificant in com-
parison'with those run in the various prostatectomy procedures, the
plan, would to that extent be preferable. But the operation, for many
reasons so objectionable, would be purely experimental, and possible
snbsequent atrophy of the prostate would be a slow and tedious busi-
ness. There is however a method, no longer experimental, which is
free from all the disadvantages inseparable from prostatectomy and
castration, anid which in comnpetent hands is practically painless, an
anmsthetic being unnecessary in most cases.

I allude to the electrolytic process, approved by the late Dr. Steaven-
son, of St. Bartholomew's, in his work on Electricity in Surgery, which
1iiseveral cases under my own care has been followed by the total re-
moval of obstruction, and the rapid diminution in size of each affected
lobe.

THE TITLE OF "DR."
M.D. AND M.B. writes: Your reply to "E. G. D." in the "'Correspon-
dence" column of September 16th concerning the title of "Dr." is in-
teresting to a great. number of practitioners, but in spite of your con

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.1710.822-a on 7 O
ctober 1893. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

