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the commissioners are satisfied as to the correctness of the figures pro-duced, they will straightway adjust the assessment.
Further, if on the preparation of the accounts the appellant finds

that he has not realised the profits in 1892 upon which he was charged,before the result of the year's trading was ascertained, it is open to
him to claim and obtain repayment of tax overpaid.

Finally, as the signs of the times seem to indicate the probability of a
repetition of the years 1867 and 1884. when an addition to the rate of the
income tax was made in the auitumn session, it behoves the taxpayer to
be prepared.

CHAIRCOT AND HYPNOTIsM.
DR. E. MACKEY (Brighton) writes: Apropos of your able leader on

" Charcot and Hypnotism," and your most interesting sketch of his life
(August 26th), may I send you a few lines? En route for the Riviera
eighteen months ago, I stayed in Paris specially to see how hypnotism
was practised in reference to alcoholism and favoured with an intro-
duction by Professor Ch. Richet, attended tihe clinic of Dr. B6rillon.
I saw there and heard from him the history of certain cases that im-
pressed me much, and went next day to the SalpetrUire expecting tohave my favourable opinion confirmed. Dr. A. Voisin, indeed, showed
me a very curious illustration, but when I passed to Charcot's room I
found nothing of the kind going on; half the time passed in the exa-
mination of two spinal cases, with comments inaudible except to his
clerk, and the other half in the drawing and modelling room in a dis-
cussion with the artist as to the proper proportion of the human figure,well illustrating your remarks as to apparent indifference to curative
means as such, and as to love and understanding for art. After-
wards I had the privilege of a short conversation, and, telling him
brieflywhat I had seen of hypnotism, asked his present view of it,and what it could do, for instance, in confirmedalcoholism. Hisanswer
was in few words: "Nous avons transi tout cela. M. est bon
garqon, mais maintenant c'est une affaire d'argent. Je ne m'ymele point." "But," said I, " surely you are the very author and first
teacher of this method in Paris. Do you no longer practisQ it ?" And
in his answer the great man, in a few words and in the very quiet wayyou describe, gave me to understand that so much fraud and deception
were being practised that he could not connect himself with it, and
repeated, " Nous avons transi tout cela." I was much struck by this
unexpected verdict from the "*fountain head," which lessened myardour in pursuit of the new knowledge, and I did not visit La Charit6.
I have thought of this often since, and especially at the time of Mr.
Hart's articles on Hypnotism, and am reminded of it by your remark
" that he felt less interest in its therapeutic value," and your account
of his stately "indifference," and the absence of any trace of the
charlatan. Let me add that I do not wish to imply that all work in this
direction is " fraud and deception "-quite the reverse. Mr. Hudson's
view as to the "*subjective minds" in his book on Psychic Phenomena is
well worth consideration.

SEVERE SYMPTOMIS AFTER A WASP STING.
Mr. H. SAUNDERS, M.R.C.S., etc. (Eton), writes: J. D., a gamekeeper, aged

25, on August 26tlh, 1893, at 1 P.M., was stung by a wasp about the centre
of the inferior surface of the riglht half of his upper lip. The sting
occurred while he was drinkinig some beer. About ten minutes after-
wards hiis face began to swell, hiis knees, then his legs began to itch, causing
him to remove Inis boots and stockings to see what was the matter. His
wrists next itched, and this was followed by irritation of his whole
body; described by hiimself "as if fleas were biting him all over; only
worser." Then he hurried home, a distance of two miles, where he
arrived holding his eyes open with his fingers in order to see his way,
his face being much swollen; lhe frequently stopped to look inside his
shirt and scratch hiimself. His skin was covered with a bright red
mottled rash. He said that he was "starved with cold." He was
faint, short of breath, and vomited. When I saw him three hours
after the sting he felt better, hiis upper lip was about thrice its
normal size, the face puffy, tlle tissues around his eyes cedematous, and
the blue bag lhad been used freely over various parts of his body.
He sat in a chair, and appeared exhausted. His pulse was 90, and very
feeble; his temperature normal. The sting was not found. The rash
had faded from his trunk, but was well marked on his arms. His
lip was batlhed with strong solution of ammonia, which we recog-
nised as hartsliorn; quickly the pulse improved, and he felt relieved.
Thereupon he washed h-is mouth frequently witli a solution of car-
bonate of soda, and took 3j doses of spt. ammon. aromat. in water every
four hours. The next night le had a slight relapse, but in two days
after the sting was quite recovered. Remarks: le had recently been
stung by a wasp on the ear, and on his leg, the result being only slight
local swelling and pain. The sting of a wasp is considered to be more
severe when the insect is under the influence of alcohol.

A NEW MEDICAL FUND.
DR. W. W! MILLARD (Edinburglh) writes: In the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of Septemi-ber 2nd, many will have read with sorrow of the
case of the late Dr. Fisher, whose widow and children were left quite
destitute. Such cases must continually occur amongst those of us
whose lives are spent in a working class district, where very much is
done for charity; but it seems to me that the time has come for sympa-
thetic co-operation, so that the widows and or;phans instead of having
to trust to the clharity of others, shall have a direct claim on a fund for
their benefit, and thus do away with much unmerited misery. Iwould
propose that such a fund should be started next year in tlhree ways:
(1) Bazaars should be held in various centres of the country, and that
every individual medical man should endeavour to get work from his
well-to-do patients for that purpose; (2) that the rich should be asked

for donations for the same purpose; (3) that every medical man in
Great Britain, whether married or single, should pay at least one
guinea per annum towards the funds, which shall give his widow or
orshans a direct claim on the funds.
of course certain restrictions would need to be made, such as a

widow remarrying, or the orphan reaching 21 years of age, and pos-
sibly that a widow left with over £150 per annum, unless with several
children, should not have a claim allowed. But suclh regulations
could easily be made after a nucleus to such a fund was once obtained.
Tlhough our wealthy brethren may not much benefit by this scheme,
surely they will willingly stretch out a helping hand for their strug-
gling and less fortunate brothers, and thus do away with what I think
is a perpetual scandal to the most noble and self-sacrificing of all pro-
fessions.

LETTERS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC., have been received from:
(A) Mr. N. E. Anderson, Acton; Mr. R. Arthur, Amblc; Dr. W. L.
Andriezen, Wakefield; A. Ashby, M.B., Reading; Mr. W. Anderson,
London; Mr. J. P. Ashton, Eccleshill. (B) Sir J. Crichton-Browne,
London; Mr. T. B. Browne, London; Mr. E. C. Baines, London;
Messrs. 0. Bruster and Co., London; Dr. A. T. Brand, Driffield; Dr. T.
R. Bradshaw, Liverpool; Messrs. W. J. Bush and Co., London; Mr. W.
Bratt, Shipston-on-Stour; Mr. J. Buckenliam, Cambridge; Dr. E. A. C.
Baylor, Dover. (C) Dr. M. Cameron, Glasgow; J. J. Clarke, M.B.,
London; Dr. A. H. W. Clemow, London; W. J. Cleaver, M.B., Sheffield;
Cornish Shaving Brush. (D) D.P.H.; Mr. J. Davison, Abbeyleix; Dr.
T. S. Dowse, London; Disgusted; Mr. S. Davies, London; Mr. H. F.
Devis, Bristol; Dr. A. T. Davies, London; Mr. A. R. Douglas, Beverley;
Mr. D. L. Davies, Criccieth. (3C) Messrs. Evans, Lescher, and Webb,
London; H. A. Eccles, M.B., London. (F) Dr. A. F. Fergus, Glasgow;
Fairplay. (G) Dr. J. G. Garson, Nottingham; Dr. H. S. Gabbett, East-
bourne; G.H.M.; Dr. J. Griffiths, Cambridge. (H) Dr. W. Hunter,
Nottingham; Dr. R. G. Hebb, London; Mr. J. A. Hogg, Birmingham;
Mr. H. N. Hardy, London; Dr. A. C. Hartley, Bedford; Healing; Mr.
W. P. Herringlham, Deal; Mr. C. J. Harford-Battersby, London. (I)
Inquirer. (J) Mr. H. Jenner, Clifton; J. E. Jones, M.B., Chlorley;
Justice; Mr. F. B. Jessett, London; J. H. (K) Dr. G. C. Kingsbury,
Blackpool. (L) Lex; Mr. J. Lawrence, Morpeth; Mr. W. J. S. Ladell,
London; Mr. H. K. Lewis, London; Ligament; Mr. J. Lawrence-
Hamilton, Brighton. (M) Messrs. McKesson and Robbins, New York;
Mr. N. S. Manning, Middleton; Mr. J. McOscar, Watlington; Mr. P. A.
Murray, Glasgow; Member; G. R. Murray, M.B., Newcastle-on-Tyne;
Mr. J. H. S. May, Plymouth; Dr. E. Mackey, Brighton; Mr. F. W. D.
McGachen, Rugby; Dr. A. C. Miller, Fort William; Dr. C. M. Moullin,
London; M.R.C.S.; Dr. G. B. Mead, Newmarket; M.D.; E. L. Marsh,
M.B., Glasgow; M. B. M. Assoc.; Mr. R. Matthews, Bath; D. A.
MacGregor,M.B., Huddersfield; J. D. L. Macalister, M.B., Forfar. (N)
Mr. J. H. Nicholas, London; Notification. (P) Mr. J. W. Pearce,
Brighton; W. E. Peacock, M.B., Felling; Dr. W. M. Parham, Brecon;
Dr. C. Porter, Stockport; Pagan. (R) Messrs. Rivington, Percival,
and Co., London; Mr. C. Roberts, London; Mr. R. H. F. Routh, Bridg-
water; R. B. (S) Mr. F. T. Simpson, London; Mr. G. Stead, Walsall;
J. Smith, M.B., Mauchline; Dr. 'R. Saundby, Bavono; Surgeon-
General Retired; Dr. H. Snow, London; Dr. F. Stockwell, Bruton;
Sydney; Mr. J. S. Swain, London; Student; Mr. A. Sutcliffe, Burnley;
Dr. E. M. Skerritt, Clifton; Dr. C. J. Symonds, London; Mr. R. B.
Scaly, Stockport; C. W. T. Stephenson, M.B., Aberdeen; Mr. A.
Stradling, Watford; Dr. R. W. Savage, London; Mr. B. N. Stanton,
Chorley. (T) Mr. W. Thompson, Leeds; Mr. C. W. Thorpe, Todmor-
den; Mr. H. Taylor, Chester. (W) Dr. E. Willett, London; Westminster
Budget, The Editor of the, London; Mr. T. S. Wilson, Birmingham;
Mr. R. H. Watson, Inverness; Mr. G. E. Williamson, Newcastle-on-
Tyne; J. R. Watson, M.B., Morpeth; G. J. Williams, M.B., Hudders-
field; Mr. A. H. Watson, Worcester. (X) X. Y. Z.; etc.

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED.

Sanitary Work in the Smaller Towns and in Villages. By Charles Slagg.
London: Crosby, Lockwood, and Son. 1893. 3s. 6d.

A Manuel of Medical Treatment or Clinical Therapeutics. Vol. I and II.
By Dr. I. Burney Yeo. London: Cassell and Co. 1893. 21s.

Zur AEtiologie der Idiotie. Von Hermann Piper. Berlin: H. Kornfeld.
1893.

System of Diseases of the Ear, Nose, and Throat. Vol. I and II. By Dr.
C. H. Burnett. London: H. K. Lewis, 1893. 48s.

Ein dermatologisclies System auf pathologisch-anatomischer (Hebra'-
selier) Basis. Von Dr. S. Jessner. Hamburg: Leopold Voss. 1893.
M. 1.80.

Real-Encycloptidie der gesammten Heilkunde. Lieferung I und II. Von
Professor A. Eulenburg. Leipzig: Urban und Schwarzenberg. 1893.
M. 1.50 pro Lief.

The Stcechiological Cure of Consumption and Diseases of the Respi-
ratory Organs. By Dr. J. F. Churchill. London: David Stott. 1893.
* * In forwarding books the publishers are requested to state the

selling prices.

"PROSECUTION OF A CHEMIST:" A CORRECTION.
DR. RODOLPH A. C. BURNES (Dublin) writes: In the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of September 16th there is a paragraph headed " Prosecution
of a Chemist." Mr. Francis Leonard is not a chemist, but is a grocer,and has " provision stores, grocery, ironmongery, glass, and delft ware-
house." He is a timber, slate, and tile merchant, a post office receiver,and manages a money order office.
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