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regards the seizure and condemnation of unsound food, so as to avoid
difficulties which had arisen in practice. The learned London magis-
trates ought, therefore, to have less trouble than their unlearned
brethren in the country. But under the genleral Act of 1875 there is no
necessity for bringing unsound food before a court of summary juris-
diction or before a magistrate in court. The Act requires that the
food, when seized, shall be brought before " a justice," but does not say
"in his court; " and its requiremeents are satisfied if the justice goes to
view or smell the article seized. This is common sense, for the more
obviously bad the food may be the greater the nuisance and risk to the
public of bringing it into the proxnimity of a crowded court. If criminal
proceedings are taken against the owner of the food seized, they must,
of course, be conducted in court according to ordinary rules; but the
preliminary process of condemnation should be managed as promptly
and as quietly as possible.

GAS STOVES.
W. W. HARDWICKE, M.D. (East Moulsey) writes: In reply to Dr. Rentoul,

I would recommend him to apply to the gas works, which are only too
glad to supply a suitable gas stove. They will probably supply him
with one of Fletcher, Russell, and Co.'s stoves, as they are the best. I
would not recommend him to have a gas stove at all unless there is a

- chimney (not otherwise used) available into which he can insert his
flue for the products of combustion to escape, and make sure of no
down draught. Let him also utilise as much of the chimney piping in
the room as possible before passing into the chimney itself, so as to
obtain as much heat as possible within, at the same time obtaining a
better draught. The flue must not pass straight into the open air (as a
rule this does not act). For a small room, such as a waiting-room
(about 12 feet square), pattern "S. 2," price 23s., is the best; for a
larger room (up to 14 feet square) the " Hog Kong" is the best, price
31s. 6d., provided the shape is suitable for uis present grate; this he
will easily see by either looking through Fletcher's Catalogue or call-
ing at their slhow rooms. I would Inot recommend him anything
smaller or cheaper than these. I have both these in use, besides
" B R 12 " in my drawing-room, and they act admirably, saving a great
deal of trouble and dirt. The latter stove, wheni in use, costs me ld.
per hour.

NOTES, LETTERS, Etc.

RETREATS FOR INEBRIATES.
DR. ALFRED F. STREET (Tower House, Westgate-oin-Sea) writes: Will you
kindly allow me to state the Retreat at Westgate-on-Sea, the licenice of
which was not renewed last year, was not the Tower House Retreat, as
I find that the press notices of the inspectors' annual report have mis-
led very miany persons on this point?

A DOCTORLESS COMMUNITY..
NUNQUAM UNPARATUS writes: I have read with interest the letter of
Dr. Greenwood on the above subject and would suggest the followin
means of remedying the state of matters whlich he aescribes. 1. That
the services of a nurse fromi the Victoria Jubilee Institute be secured.
There can be no reasonable doubt that a capable nurse who was well up
in her work would be a great booni to such a community, and more
especially if she had been trained in a maternity as well as in a general
hospital. 2. That one of the Presbyterian denominations should take
it up as a field for a medical missionary. It iiight form a good sphere
of training for such before being senlt to more distant parts of the
world. In both cases the appointment to be held for a limited period.

SWEARING WITH UPLIFTED HAND.
Mr. ROBERT J. W. OSWALD, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (Clapham Road, S.W)
writes: At the last inquest at which I was summoned as a medicai
witness I requested to be sworn with uplifted hand, in accordanice with
the circular issued fromn the Home Office. The Coroner (Mr. Braxton
Hicks) made not the slightest demur, but merely asked if I wished to
be sworn in the Scotch fashion. He then requested me to repeat the
oath after him. The jury, however, seemed to regard me rather
doubtfully.

TREATMENT OF RETROVERSION OF THE GRAVID UTERUS.
DR. HENRY TAYLOR (Guildford) writes: In Dr. C. E. Purslow's paper on
the treatment of retroversion of the gravid uterus, read at the late
meeting of the British Medical Association, and reported in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL, I am surprised to find no mention made of a plan
for rectifying such displacement by the introduction of an india-rubber
bag into the rectum, which is then to be distended -with water, so as to
exert pressure on the fundus uteri. Having practised this manceuvre
in two severe cases of retroversion with instant and complete success,
I venture to recommiiend it as superior to the methods enumerated in
Dr. Purslow's paper, in all cases where the displacement has existed
long enough to produce incarceration. No chloroform is needed in the
operation. The patient should be placed on her knees and elbows, the
bladder having been previously emptied by the catheter. One of
Barnes's large bags, well oiled, should be passed into the rectum with
two fingers following, so as to carry it up to the projection caused by
the uterine fundus, and as soon as the bag is fully distended with
water, or even before, the displacement will be removed at once, and it
may be with a noise audible to the patient. It fell to my lot to apply
this treatment to a woman on two occasions at an interval of several
years, after various attempts at reposition of the uterus had been made
by her ordinary medical attendant. In slighter cases in which the retro-
version was discovered early, I have had no difficulty in replacing the
organ by position and pressure with two fingers introduced into the
rectum. In no case lhave I seen occasion to insert a ring pessary to pre-
vent a recurrence of the displacement. I make no claim to originality
in the above treatment, as I have no doubt that I borrowed the idea
from some source which I have now forgotten.

TREATMENT OF WASP STINGS.
MR. CLEMENT POUND (Odiham,- Hants) writes: On August 15th I was
called, in a great hurry, to see a woman, two miles and a-half from my
house, of whom it was repopted that, whilst drinking in a dark cellar of
some " sugar beer," she was stung on the tongue by a wasp whiclh was
lurking in the top of the barrel and was washed into the glass she was
using; that the tongue had swollen enormously and was protruding,
and that the neighbours thouglht she would suffocate before I got
there. I was rather nonplussed what to take with me, and could not get
ice. However, I took, amongst other things, tannin and glycerinle, and
got to the place in twenty minutes, and, to my great deliglit, found no
difficulties, as the same messenger who camiie for me had called the
husband, and he had at once filled her mouth- as full as he could get it
with sliced raw onion, and this was rapidly reducinig the swelling, and,
before I left the house which was not more thail a quarter of an hour,
the tongue was normal in size,'and nothing more than a little stiffness
was experienced. The woman assured me that the wasp stung her on
the dorsum of the tongue. This seems to me a very useful' tip" in
these cases, which, if the doctor lives some little distance from his
patient, may assume dangerous proportions before he can arrive.
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ERRATUM.-The name of the Secretary of the School of Medicine, Edin-
burgh, ought to have been given in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
September 2nd as R. N. Rainsay.
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