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rise to suspicion, the medical officer of health has stated that
the cases have not been of Asiatic type. A case is also
reported at Retford.
At the annual meeting of the governors of the infirmary

recently held, it was stated that for the past year the expendi-
ture had exceeded the ordinary income by no less a sum than
than £1,800, a result due more to increased work of the
charity than from any falling off in the subscriptions.
Another matter alluded to was the decision arrived at to
establish a department for the treatment of skin disease
under the charge of a special officer. An excellent local
candidate in the person of Mr. Dale James is already in the
field for the proposed office.
The Medical School buildings have just undergone renova-

tion, and it will be pleasing to the member s of the Medico-
Chirurgical Society to have the comfort of the electric light
in the library where their meetings are held.
The City Hospital Committee have decided to act upon the

advice of Dr. Littlejohn, the medical officer of health, and to
recommend to the Council to adopt a water carriage system of
drainage instead of an irrigation one for the Lodge Moor
Fever Hospital. The cost of the former is estimated at about
£6,000, whilst the latter is only put down as £1,600.

CORRESPONDENCE,
CASTRATION IN ENLARGEMENT OF THE

PROSTATE.
SIR,--The question of castration as a means for procuring

involution of the enlarged prostate, raised by Professor J. W.
Wliite in his address to the American Surgical Association,
deserves more than passing consideration. In all probability
it has occurred already to many, as a natural corollary of the
work that has been done of late years in connection with
this subject. In November of last year, I discussed it fully
with an old gentleman who was suffering from prostatic
trouble, and who might, I thought, from his having some
acquaintance with anatomy, be disposed to regard it favour-
ably; but while he agreed with me upon the abstract ques-
tion, lie, perhaps not unnaturally, declined the honour of
being a pioneer, and preferred to continue with palliative
measures.
The analogy, it is true, that is supposed to exist between

uterine fibroids and prostatic overgrowth is not worth much;
the uterus is developed from Mtuller's duct, the prostate is
not; uterine growths are fibroid or muscular; those in the
prostate are primarily glandular. But without regarding
this in the least, there can be no question of the close rela-
tionship that exists between the development of the testes
and that of the gland. There are two ways in which further
evidence might be obtained. Dogs, as they grow old, and I
believe boars, are some of them at least subject to prostatic
overgrowth of a similar character to that which occurs in
men, though, from a difference in the anatomical relations of
the parts, it does not produce the same effects in them. The
influence of castration might be tried on them, of course not
in England; we are debarred from that. And occasionally
it happens that for other reasons, such as extensive epithe-
lioma of the penis or scrotum, complete castration is per-
formed in men. If in such a case-I know they are rare, and
rarer still in conjunction with overgrowth of the prostate-
the operator would note the condition of the gland at the
time of the operation, and again three months later, taking
urethral as well as rectal measurements, some additional
lighlt might be thrown upon the subject.
As Professor White remarks, the final answer must in any

case be left with our patients, but one single instance in
which definite reduction in size was proved to have taken
place would be of incalculable value, and I am writing now
in the hope that by drawing attention to this in your columns
some suclh case will be noted before long.-I am, etc.,
Wiinpole Street, Sept. 9th. C. MIANSELL MOULLIN.

DEATHS UNDER CHLOROFORMI.
Sm,-There are two points which cannot fail to strike the

reader of the reports of " Deaths under Chloroform " which
appear with such unfailing regularity in your columns. The

first is, as a rule, the triviality of the operation for which the
chloroform has been given; and the second point is either
that only a small amount of the drug has been administered
(in one case only 50 minims were used), or that the patient
had been allowed partially to come to during the operation.
Of course, deatlh in these cases is due to reflex cardiac inhibi-
tion. Chloroform, if administered with proper care, is really
not a dangerous drug. The time when the patient is on the
brink of eternity is when any operation, however trivial, is
performed before the patient is fully under. Full surgical
anaesthesia should always be induced before even the skin is
incised. Wlhen this rule is acted upon universally, the num-
ber of chloroform deatlhs per annum will become very small.
Chloroform first abolishes sensation, next, reflex action;

later, if pushed, the respiratory and heart centres. Both sen-
sation and reflex action should be abolished before the opera-
tion is commenced, and this state should be maintained
throughout till the operation is completed. If sensation
only and not reflex action be abolished, there is grave danger
either of reflex vagus inhibition of heart, or of paralysis of
respiratolry or vasomotor centres. Death may occur from
either cause.
Although the administration of chloroform requires the

greatest care, yet there is no reason to be afraid of the
drug, and timidity in administration is most dangerous.
Overdosing can with reasonable care be easily avoided, and
this is very rarely a cause of death. Of course, many chiloro-
form deaths are practically unavoidable, and are most dis-
tressing because so unexpected, but one cannot help feeling
that some at least of the cases one reads about would have
done better had more chloroform been administered before
the operation.-I am, etc.,
Dover, Sept. lOtli. ARTHURMWELSFORD, M.D., F.R.C.S.

EWALD'S MAGENVKRANKHEITEN.
SiR,-My attention lhaving just been drawn to Dr. Robert

Saundby's letter on my translation of Ewald's Diseases of the
Stomach, in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 21st,
1893, I deem it my duty, even at this late day, to state my
position in the matter. This is all the more necessary, inas-
much as Dr. Saundby has made certain statements which are
not justified, as the following facts will show:
In the first place I must deny Dr. Saundby's statement

that his work (on the second volume) was begun "when I
applied for permission to translate." Professor Ewald
granted me this privilege in November, 1889, while I was in
Frankfort; the date of the contract with my publishers was
December, 1890. It was wlhen the work was about half
finished that, through an advertisement in your JOURNAL
(about March, 1891), I became aware that Dr. Saundby was
also engaged in the task. Then it was that I wrote to Pro-
fessor Ewald concerning the infringement of my rights. How
these letters can be construed as requests for permission to
translate I fail to see. Hence it was through my courtesy
that the Sydenham translation appeared, rather than the
contrary.
Secondly, no claim was ever made by me as to the relative

priority or superiority of the two translations. In my pre-
face I gave due acknowledgment to Dr. Saundby's work, a
courtesy which, I regret to say, the latter did not see fit to
accord to me.

Finally, the preface from which your reviewer drew his facts
was written for my translation by Professor Ewald himself.
Surely I ought not be held responsible for " unintentional in-
ferences," nor do the latter justify imputing motives.-I
am, etc.,
New York, Aug. 22nd. MORRIS MANGES.

THE HARDY NORSEMAN.-It is reported that at the recent
meeting of the Norwegian Medical Congress in Christiania, it
was resolved that the next annual meeting should be held on
board a yacht, and that the time of the meeting should be
spent in cruising about from place to place. Norwegian
medical men are, it may be supposed, inured to the perils of
the sea, and superior to the qualms of sea sickness, but out of
consideration for the suffering of other nations this ought
suirely to be one of the subjects of discussion in the section
of therapeutics.
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