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worth and.neighbourhood to the excursionists. The Hermitage
was shown and described by Mr. C. F. Hodgson. On arrival
at Alnwick the party were conducted through the magnificent
vineries by Mr. Harris, the head gardener to the Castle, where
the party were met by Earl Percy, who was supported by Mr.
E. G. Wheeler (Commissioner) and Mr. Humphry Willyams
(the Constable of the Castle). A sumptuous luncheon was
provided in the Guest Hall, to which ample justice was done
by the large party. Earl Percy, in the name of his Grace the
Duke of Northumberland, gave a hearty welcome to the
visitors, and hoped they would enjoy their visit. Dr. Ward
Cousins, on the part of the visitors, thanked his Grace and
Earl Percy for the hearty reception accorded. Mr. John
Brown then conducted the party round the exterior of the
Castle, and afterwards showed the interior-from the drawing
rooms to the wonderful kitchens. They then drove to the
Hulne Park. On arrival at the ruins of the Hulne Abbey,
still beautiful in their decay for anyone with taste, a refresh-
ing tea was ready. After tea a hearty vote of thanks was
accorded to the gentlemen who had guided the party-namely,
Dr. Arnison, Dr. G. W. Ridley, and Dr. Robson, including the
veteran antiquarian of the Castle, Mr. Brown, and the party
then wandered about the Abbey, which is interesting as the
first Carmelite monastery in England. The party then drove
into town, first visiting the beautiful church of St. Michael's,
the history and monuments of which were lucidly explained
by the vicar, the Rev. W. H. Connor.
Rothbury and Cragside.-About a hundred members visited

Rothbury and Cragside. Mr. F. Barrow, the Local Secretary,
Dr. Jack, and Mr. D. D. Dixon met the party at the station,
and under their direction a start was made for the Rectory
(Whitton Tower), which lies snugly sheltered above the
western bank of the Coquet. LordArmstrong had,with charac-
teristic kindness, provided a number of conveyances, so that
many of those present drove to the different places visited.
On reaching the Rectory the visitors were received by the
'Rev. A. 0. Medd, the genial and popular rector. Here Mr.
Dixon'read an interesting paper, bearing on the historic
and antiquarian associations of the Tower. Afterwards the
party broke up into two sections, the gentlemen examining
the Tower, with its beautiful garden and grounds externally,
while the ladies inspected the internal arrangements of the
building. Mr. Medd courteously explained the various objects
of interest which gather in and about his historic and unique
residence. On reassembling the party descended into the
valley, with a view to visit the ancient parish church. In
the plain, but pretty, chancel were introduced to the visitors'
notice the weli-preseived Norman arches and lovely stained
windows. Two pre-Reformation bells were exhibited, and
their history and that of the baptismal font, constructed
partly out of a Saxon stone cross, was given. From the
church the company adjourned to the Jubilee Hall, where
they were entertained at luncheon by Lord Armstrong. Be-
fore leaving, the visitors, on the motion of Dr. Broadbent,
passed a resolution thanking Lord Armstrong for the kind-
ness and hospitality shown towards them during the day.
Subsequently, at the invitation of the noble owner, Cragside,
the residence of Lord and Lady Armstrong, was visited.
After examining the splendid collection of oil paintings,
water colours, and engrvings, and various other works of
art in the entrance hall, along the staircase, and gallery, the
part,v were received in the drawing room by Lord Armstrong.
tie invited his visitors into his laboratory, where he demon-
strated a most interestino' experiment in the produc-
tion of the electric spark, w'vich simultaneously flashed in
green and white across the surface of some glazed paper at-
tached to the apparatus. The rustic beauties of Thrum Mill
were noted, these details being followed by tea, which was
kindly provided by Drs. Barrow and Jack, at the Jubilee
Hall. At the conclusion, Dr. Barrow, Dr. Jack, and Mr.
Dixon were all heartily thanked for the part they had taken
in the day's proceedings, Dr. Gowans, of South Shields, pro-
posing the resolution in a very felicitous speech. Newcastle
was reached about half-past eight. The visitors expressed
themselves highly pleased with all they had seen, and with
the manner in which they had been entertained.
The Chesters.-A party, numbering about thirty, visited thie

famous Roman Camp of Borcovicus, where lunch was served.
The company afterwards drove to The Chesters, the residence

of Mr. N. G. Clayton, and inspected the remains of the
Roman occupation of Britain. These beautifully-preserved,
relics were viewed with the keenest interest. At the
Antiquity House Mr. Clayton received the party, who on
arrival at the estate became his guests. After a careful
inspection of the relics the guests were entertained at
dinner at the George Inn, Chollerford, by Mr. Clayton.
In replying to the toast of his health, Mr. Clayton said it
was most gratifying to him to entertain any learned party on
a visit to the Roman remains in that neighbourhood. Shortly
after 7 o'clock the party left for Newcastle. The heartiest
thanks are due to the guides, the energetic secretary of the
Newcastle Society of Antiquaries, Mr. Robert Blair, and Mr.
T. J. Armstrong, as well as to Dr. Hoffman for his services as
organiser.

Several short excursions were made on Friday (August 4th)
after the last general meeting.
Saltburn.-One party proceeded to Saltburn-by-the-Sea by

special train. On arrival the brine baths were visited, and
opportunity was afforded to see the general position and lay-
ing out of Saltburn itself. Subsequently the pnarty was
entertained at dinner at the Zetland Hotel, covers being laid
for 140 guests. The toast of " The British Medical Associa-
tion " was given by Mr. Arthur Pease; and Dr. Stainthorpe
gave some account of the advantages of Saltburn. He stated
that the water supply was excellent, and the sanitary arrange-
ments admirable. The death-rate in the last ten years had
averaged a fraction over 10 per mille, and the zymotic death-
rate was under 1 per mille. The toast was acknowledged by
Dr. Brown. Mr. William Whitwell, in proposing a toast to
Saltburn as a health resort and place of residence, observed
that the estate owners had shown a wise liberality. Dr. Bell
and Dr. Sidney Davies also replied; and the visitors subse-
quently witnessed an illumination of the pleasure gardens.
South Shields.-A party of about 150 visited South Shields

at the invitation of the Mayor, by whom they were enter-
tained at luncheon. The toast of "The British Medical
Association " was proposed by the Mayor, who said that
South Shields was the most rapidly-increasing town in the
district; in fact, its rate of increase during the last decade
(40 per cent.) was the second largest of any town in the
kingdom. In that time fine municipal offices had been
erected, and the Marine Parks had been laid out near the
seashore. He acknowledged the assistance which municipal
authorities had received from the medical profession, and said
that in South Shields great attention had been given to the
carrying out of sanitary improvements. By acting on the
advice ofasuccession ofablemedical officers of health the death-
rate had been reduced, and the sewaae had been so disposed
of that the excellent sea-bathing was not in any way con-
taminated. The toast was acknowledged by Sir W. Moore.
A vote of thanks to the Mayor, proposed by Dr. Berry Hart,
seconded by Dr. Arnison, was carried by acclamation. The
party then visited the pier, and witnessed an exhibition by
the South Shields Volunteer Life Brigade of their mode of
saving life. The North and South Shields lifeboats also were
launched and manned. Subsequently the party divided, some
visiting the Roman Camp and others proceeding by special
train to Marsden.
Elswvick.-A large party visited the great Elswick Works of

Messrs. Armstrong, Mitchell, and Co. The visitors were re-
ceived by the directors, and taken over the works in parties
of ten.

SCIENTIFIC MISSIONS.-Dr. Charles Debierre, professor in
the Medical Faculty of Lille, has been comnmissioned by the
French Government to examine the anatomical and anthro-
pological collections of Italy, and make craniological and
craniometric researches there.-Dr. Gabriel Maurange has
been commissioned to study the progress of surgery in Ger-
many, and to make researches on surgical tuberculosis.-Dr.
Mangenot, of Paris, has been commissioned to study the
schools of Rome from the hygienic point of view.
SUCCESSFUL VACCINATION.-Mr. W. Drinkwaterhas received

an award of £14 2s. from the Local Government Board for
public vaccination in the Bicester District of Bicester Union.

ERRATUM.-In the report of the annual dinner published In the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of August 12th, Dr. E. Fairfax Ross was erroneously
described as a representative of Canada instead of New South Wales.
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