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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COmmUNICATIONS respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORs desiring reprints of their articles published In the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CTRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

1 Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be
found under their respective headings.

QUERIES.

X. Y. Z. asks what Is the best kind of consulting-room writing table,
where it may be had, price, etc. The ordinary knee-hole writing table
is not quite perfection.

M.A. would be glad of any information as to what has been found useful
in (1) the treatment of or (2) the prevention of sea-sickness.

L.R.C.P. wislhes to know of an establishment where a dipsomaniac can be
placed wlhose husband can only afford £1 per week.
*** We cannot recommend any individual practitioner or establish-

imient.
M.D. writes: Will any gentleman who has been in for the examination
for tlhe Diploma in Public Health of the Royal Colleges of Physicians
and Surgeons (Edin.) give me some idea of what work one is required to
do in the laboratory ? I am a candidate registered before 1890.

BROWN-SEQUARD'S FLUID.
C. J. W. wishles to know whether the treatment by injection of the fluid
obtained from the guinea-pig, by Professor Brown-S6quard, has been
tried in England, and if so where he could obtain particulars of sucl
trial.

COUNTRY DISTRICT MEDICAL CLUB.
W. writes: Will any member kindly give information about a country
district medical club? There are labourers who are uniable to obtaini a
iiiedical ticket from the relieving officer, but who, at the same time,
cainiot affoid to pay a doctor. Would half-yearly payments of is. 6d.
eaclh for the lhusband and wife, and is. 6d. for the children unider 14
years of age, making a total of 4s. Sd. half-yearly for the family, to
include visits and medicines, but not fractures, dislocations, or lmlid-
wifery, be too low a figure ?

SMALL-POX LITERATURE.
APOMORPHINF, asks for references to literature which would be of use in
compiling an essay on sniall-pox.
*** Our correspondent miiight consult the following works :-(1)

Willan on the Antiquity of Small-pox (in his Miscellaneouts Iforks); (2)
Mloore's History of Smniall-pox; (3) Professor Thomson, of Edinburgh, on
the Various Kiilds anid Secondary Occurrence of Small-pox; (4) Cross
on the Norwich Epidemic; (5) Trousseau's Clinical .Medicine (Sydenham
Society's translation); (6) Marsoii's article in Reynolds's System of Medicine;
(7) Simon's Papers on Vaccination (reprinted in vol. I Report of Royal
Commission on Vaccination) (8) Seaton's Handbook of Vaccination;
(9) McVail's Vaccination Vindicated; (10) Sir George Buchanan's Local
Governmeint Report for 1884 ; (11) Barry's Report on the Sheffield
Epidemic. The first four of the above can most conveniently begot at
any good medical library.

LIABILITY OF HOSPITAL TO BURY DECEASED PATIENTS.
BRIDLINGTON QUAY writes: A. B. is admitted into our cottage hospital,
where he has to pay 3s. per week. Being unable to pay it himself, some
kind friends pay it for him, In six weeks A. B. dies. His friends de-
cline to pay the funeral expenses. Who has to pay for the funeral-the
cottage hospital, or the parish? Surely the latter.
*** In view of the decision of Lord Denman in Reg. v. Stewart,

12 A. and E., 773, the liability to bury the body in the case referred,to
primarily attaches to the hospital authorities, in the absence of an ex-
press agreement with the Poor-law guardians or some other persons to
defray the expenses. Section 31 of the Poor-law Act of 1844 (7 and 8

Viet., ch. 101) empowers a board of guardians to bury, at the cost of the
poor rates, the body of any poor person which may be within their
parish or union; and no doubt in the case in question the guardians
could act under that section if they chose to do so; but there would
scem to be no obligation upon them to incur the expense unless the
body is lying in the workhouse or on premises belonging to the
gualrdians.

ANSWERS.

M.D.-Particulars as to the arrangements for English practitioners pro-
ceeding to the Congress at Rome were published in the BRITISH MEDI-
CAL JOURNAL of May 6th, p. 96.5. Further information can be obtained
from the Honorary Secretary, Mr. G. H. Makins, F.R.C.S., 47, Charles
Street. Berkeley Square.

INcOMuE TAX should complain to the Secretary, Inland Revenue, Somerset
House, but will probably get no satisfactioll. The more a surveyor is in
the wronlg, the more strongly his superiors are apt to defend him.
Against "a fanciful and high-flowni estimate" of profits, "Income
Tax" may get assistance from the Incom-le Tax Repayment Agency, 2.5,
Colville Terrace, W.

PRACTICE IN SPANISH AiMERICA.
DR. R. E. BURGES (Chester), wvrites: In anlswer to Dr. J. Bootli-Clarkson,

I miiay say that on miiaking ilnquiries wlhen at Buenos Ayres in 1881
myself I was informed that a medical mani with British qualifications
would be required to study there Spanish language and medicine for
two years, and then to pass an examination (the nature or extent of
which I cannot say) before being allowed to practise in the Argentine
Republic. I believe the same holds good at Monte Video, Rio de
Jaiieiro, and Bahia. I believe the chances of practice at Buenos Ayres
are very good. Fees are very high, but so are expenses.

GALVANISED IRON PIPES.
DR. J. C. THRESH (Chelmsford) writes: Certain waters undoubtedly act
upon galvaniised iron pipes, but in my experience in one case only has
the zinc dissolved by the water given rise to aniy ill effects. A gentle-
man took possession of a country house, which he had erected and
which was supplied with water from a spring about a quarter of a mile
distant. From the time of removing, his only child suffered from so
marked constipation that a medical man was called in. He ultimately
suspected the water supply, and upon examination this was found to
contain zinc dissolved from the inner surface of the pipes conveying
the water to the house. Directly this supply was discontinued, the
child's bowels began to act normally. After a time the zinc in such
pipes is completely removed, a coating of iron oxide taking its place.
I am am anxious to obtain samples of water havinig the above action,
and shall be glad to examinie amid report upon aniy such that imiay be senit
ine.

NOTES, lETTERS, Etc.

MEDICAL BENEDICTS.
A DOCTOR WHO OWES SUCCESS TO HIS WIFE writes to say that in
Australia, Wihere hie practises, peopIc " would as soon expect a publican
to sell spilrits without a licenc, as a doctor to be unmarried." He
thinks that if tlle unmiiarried and unsucecessful "would 'only wake up
and take, a wife, lhe would find his number of patients just double."
*** We have reason to believe that the reiiiedy has been frequently

tried, not always with the success whichl our correspondenlt anlticipates.

BONESErrERS AND ASSURANCE COMPANIES.
MIcG. writes: In our ileiglhbourlhood we have a so-called bonesetter, who

niot only attends patients but also signs certificates, which are accepted
by the assurance companies just as if signied by a registered medical
practitionier. I think sonmethinig ouglht to be donie in the miatter either
by a conbined actioln of the geieral practitioner s or by calling the at-
tention of the accident assuranice coml1paniies to it.
*** A certificate of the cause of death signed by a bonesetter would

not be accepted by the registrar as if signied by a registered medical
practitioner. On receipt of such a certificate, in the present state of tile
law, it is the registrar's duty to record the assigned cause of death as
"uncertified ;" indeed, no other course is at present possible as no legal
m1ethod exists for inquiring concerning the causes of uncertified deaths.
If assurance companies accept such certificates they do so at their own
risk.

CONCURRENT SCARLATINA AND MEASLES.
DR. J. ROBINSON (Nantyglo, Mon.) writes: I was called in. to see E., B.
aged 6-years, on July 6th. Slhe was then very feverish, vomiting, and
complaining of sore throat; the body was completely covered with a
typical scarlatinal rash on the following day. On July 9th, the fou-rth
day of the illness, a second rash appeaTed which was undoubtedly the
rash of measles, both rashes being distinctly visible at the same time.
The temperature averaged 1040 during the first three days of the illness.
On the fourth day, namely, the day on which the measly rash ap-
peared, the temperature rose 10. The child died on July 13tlh from
lobular pneumonia.

ERRATA.
IN the report of the conjoiint meeting of tlle Edinburgh, and Stirling,
Kinross, and Clackimiannian Branclhes on page 148 of the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of July 15tll, the name of Dr. Dow was inadvertently
nitRlnQRn.-. T)n-

IN the note by Dr. H. Oliphant Nicholson, on "Ftcal Inconti-
nence in Childhood," under Answers, in the JOURNAL of. July 22nd,
page 215, for "inlject 2 ounces of a solution of tiuiet. feri. perlchilor.
(3j to 3j of water)," read "̀Inject 2 ounces of a solution of tinct. ferri.
perchlor. (3j to Oj of water)."
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