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THE MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION.
THE Secretary of the Medical Defence Union, Dr. Leslie Phillips, Bir-
mingham, takes exception to the publication in our columns of letters
asking for furtherinformation concerning the payments made out of the
funds of the Society to the defendant in the case of Denholme v. Tait
referred to in the published reports of the Council, BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL, page 873, October 15th, 1892. This, Dr. Leslie Phillips considers,
is a matter only of domestic concern. We cannot agree with the
view that the affairs of a council which forwards its minutes for
publication in the JOUTRNAL, and which undertakes to treat matters
of general professional concern, can properly be treated as purely
domestic. - Nor can we admit that when the minutes forwarded for pub-
lication are considered by readers of the JOURNAL to afford insuffi-
cient information, they are not entitled as such to ask for
further details. It is a matter of discretion whether the officials of
such a society prefer to withhold that information from public know-
ledge, but if the principle contended for were admitted, we should feel
it necessary to decline the publication of selected abbreviated minutes
forwarded under an implied condition that they were not open for
discussion in our pages. This we should regret, for we have always
regarded the Society as one of much public usefulness, and Its pro-
ceedings as of general professional interest, as are, indeed, the pro-
ceedings of all such societies. The claim is a novel one, and we hope
it will not be persisted in.

PRESCRIJIERS AND DISPENSERS IN GUATEMIALA.
IN the matter of prescribing and dispensing, this country might perhaps
learn somethingf from Guatemala, which has not hitherto, so far as we
are aware, come before the world as a source of sweetness and light in
matters medical. We learn from the New York Medical Record t nat at
a recent meeting of the pharmacists of that State, the governing com-
mittee directed the Secretary to call the attention of the members to
certain laws, the provisions of which, it appears, were in some danger
of coining to be looked upon as a dead letter. These laws provide that
pharmsctsts shall not dispense without a physician's prescription any
drugs except those in common use in domestic medicine, which even
medical practitioners are accustomed to prescribe by word of mouth.
Even on a prescription they are forbidden to dispense any poison in
large dose without previously calling on the practitioner and ascertain-
ing froin him that the prescription is intended to be dispensed as
written Similar precautions must be taken when incompatibles are
prescribed. Pre3criptions of older date than one week before presenta
tion must not be inade up. Finally, no druggist is allowed without the
permission of the prescriber to give a copy of any prescLiption to any
person whomsoever unless he is specially ordered to do so by the proper
authorities.

HEREDITARY TENDENCY TO TWIN BIRTH.
DR. ALEXANDER PATERSON writes: The other day I delivered a
patient of mine of twin boys. On a subsequent visit I made inquiry
into the family history of my patient with the object of ascertaining
whether there had beenafny former cases of double birth in the family.
On the mother's side there had never been, as far back as could be re-
membered, any case of twins, buit I learned that the great grandmother
on the father's side had been confined eleven times, and on each occa-
sion she was safely delivered of twins, a few of whom are still alive.
Somc weeks ago a cousin on the same side of the family gave birth to
twins. The foregoing is, in my experience, very remarkable.

THE AFFINITIES OF " HEBERDEN'S NODES."
DR. F. G. GARDNER (Tewkesbury) writes: I am at present treating for
multiple gout an elderly woman who has " Heberden's nodes" on
nearly all her " distal digital phalanges." When I first saw her she had
swelling of several finger-joints, several toe joints, and of one knee.
The swellings were typical, being painful, throbbing, and tender, red,
tense, and shinihg. She had been suffering for ten days very much,
but the usual gouty remedies gave almost immediate relief, and ex-
tensive desquamation followed. -During the last thirty years she has
had about a dozen similar attacks,'and judging by the light of the
present one I should say they were true gout. Her finger ends have
;)een enlarged during a great part of the tiine -a condition frequently
attributed to "rheumatic gout." She has been troubled very little in
her jointsabetween the attacks.

A METHOD OF OPENING THE MASTOID ANTRUM.
DR. WaI. ROBERTSON (Newcastle-on-Tyne) writes that the following are the
steps of the operation for opening the mastoid antrum recently recom-
mended by himn A free incision is made along the line of junction of
auricle with mastoid to its full extent and down to the bone. The
auricle is now firmly hooked forward by a strong retractor, and with a
raspatory of suitable size the soft parts are lifted forward from the pos-
terior meatal wall throughout the extent of the external meatus. The
soft parts over the mastoid are pushed aside from the incision as far as
possible, so as to expose the area of bone (freed from periosteum) re-
quired. An ordinary probe is now taken, and less than a quarter of an
inch is bent to a right angle, and this end is now inserted into the
mneatus running along the posterior meatal wall to search for the
Iiastoid antrum. When the end of the probe becomes caught in the
antrum, it is moved about so as to afford some idea of site and size of
antrum, and is left in situ as a guide to chiselling off the external wall
6f this cavity, as well as the posterior meatal wall. This guide affords
distinct help when making section of the deep art of the posterior
meatal wall, where Incautious strokes of the mallet might drive the
chisel into the semicircular canals lodged in the inner wall of the tyn-
panum just opposite. No injury can befall the facial, if care is observed
not to carry section of the posterior wall too low down It, below the site
of the probe in the antrum. I am Indebted to Victor Horsley for the
hint as to the use of the probe in the antrum in the way described

above. After having thus cut. away the whole of the posterior meatal
osseous wall and the portion of the mastoid, limiting the antrum ex-
ternally, the posterior cutaneous meatus is divided longitudinally
throughout its extent, and the flaps pressed back on to the adjoining
bony surfaces. This step permits a free drainage from the enlarged
area in the mastoid. The extensive primary incision is now curtailed
by sutures inserted towards each of its extremities, a central part one
and a-half inch long being left free. Theantrum is nowfilled with iodo-
form gauze, and a strip of this placed in the meatus.
In four cases recently operated on after this plan the results have

been decidedly good. Amongst the principal advantages that can be
claimed for it are these-namely, that the antruni cannot be missed,
and no dangerous structures lie between the probe and the surface.
The lateral sinus escapes injury if the indications given are observed.
The plan adopted holds out a hope of more thoroughly removing exten-
sive disease than the older method of operating. If the attic region is
affected, free access is obtained to it, as well as for curetting out antrum
and tympanum. Inflammatory swelling quickly subsided, and hearing
rapidly improved in the four cases mentioned.

LETTERS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC., have been received from:
(A) Dr. Aveling, London; Dr. S. W. Abbott, Boston; Professor C. All-
butt, Cambridge; Dr. T. McCall Anderson, Glasgow; Dr. E. C. Avirag-
net, Paris; Mr. J. M. Atkinson, London. (B) Mr. A. H. Benson, Dub-
lin; Mr. Stanley Boyd, London; Mr. J. Backs, London; Mr. J. P.
Baily, London; Dr. J. M. Booth, Aberdeen; P. Boobbyer, M.B., Not-
tingham; D. G. Braidwood, M.B., Halkirk; Dr. Babinski, Paris; Mr.
L. Browne, London; Dr. A. W. Blyth, London; Dr. F. Lucas Benham,
London. (0) Mr. A. H. Cownley, London; Mr. J. C. Cameron, Mont-
real; Dr. W. A. Carline, Lincoln; Dr. H. E. Critchley, Inverness; W.
Carmichael, M.B., Edinburgh; Mr. H. A. Campbell, Guernsey; Mr.
H. B. Carter, London; Mr. W. J. Cant, Lincoln; Mr. A. Coccoz,
Paris. (D) H. Dickie, M.B., Morpeth; Mr. H. P. Dunn, London;
D. M.; Mr. C. J. Drummond, London. (Z) Mr. G. S. Elliston, Ipswich.
(F) Dr. J. Filirsen, Cradock; Dr. H. Fox, London. (G) Mr. G. Grims-
dale, London; M. H. Greener, M.B., Cardiff; Dr. F. Godfrey, Scar-
borough; Mr. J. L. Green, Salisbury; Mr. G. Gilroy, Eccleshill; Mr.
H. Gi]ford, Reading; Mr. L. M. Griffiths, Clifton; Mr. F. G. Gardner,
Tewkesbury; General;Practitioner. (H) Dr. A. Hess, London; Mr. W.
Hacon, Christchurch; Professor V. Horsley, London; Mr. F. Haydon,
London; Dr. W. G. Hewett, London; A. J. Harrison, M.B., Clifton;
Mr. M. Howard, Oldham; Mr. J., L. Hamilton, Brighton; Mr. L.
Henry, Melbourne; Mr. J. C. Heaven, Bristol; Dr. G. Harley, Lon-
don; Messrs. Hockin, Wilson and Co., London; Mr. W. J. Hill,
Bristol. (J) Dr. W. James, London; Mr. C. S. Jeaffreson, Neweastle-
on-Tyne; Mr. J. B. James, London; Mr. E. H. Jones, Dowlais. (K>
Dr. S. W. Knowsley, London; Mr. R. J. Kimbering, Galway; Dr. A. A.
Kanthack, Liverpool; Dr. James Kerr, Bradford. (L) Mr. J. Law-
rence, London; Dr. J. T. N. Lipscombe, St. Albans; Dr. A. Little,
London; Mr. C. B. Lockwood, London; Literary Digest, Editor,
London; P. F. Lush, M.B., London; Dr. T. Laffan, Cashel; Mr. W.
Limont, Newcastle. (M) Professor McHardy, London; Mr. W. B.
Murray, Galashiels; Mr. N. Gordon Munro, Vancouver; Messrs. Mar-
grave Brothers, Llanelly; Mr. M. A. Messiter, Dudley; Dr. J. W.
Moore, Dublin; Mr. N. McLiesh, Bolton; Mr. J. J. N. Morris, Devon-
port; Mr. G. B. Morgan, Sunderland; Mr. W. F. McCarthy, Worcester;
Melbourne; G. Miller, M.B., Salford; Mr. W. J. Morris, Portmadoc
Mr. J. MacMunn, London; R. C. Macdiarmid, M.B., Glasgow; Mr. F.
Molony, Portlock; Dr. Mead, Royston. (N) Mr. P. Newell, Crow-
borough; Miss Florence Nightingale, London. (0) Dr. Oliver, New--
castle-on-Tyne: Observer. (P) jMr. J. H. Parsons, London; Mr. T.
Piggott, London; The Secretary of the Pelican House College, Lon-
don; Dr. C. Y. Pearson, Cork; Dr. G. V. Perez, Paris; Mr. W. W.
Potter, Buffalo; Dr. J. F. Payne, London. (X) Dr. G. Reid, Stafford;
A. T. Rake, M B., London. (S) Messrs. S. P. Segg and Co., London;
Mr. W. St. C. Symmers, Birmingham; Mr. Spurway, Rome; Dr. C. E.
Shelly, Hertford; Dr. R. Savage, London; Dr. R. Saundby, Birming-
ham; Mr. E. J. Stocker, Weedon; Dr. A. Smart, Edinburgh; Messrs.
R. Smith and Son, Dublin; Dr. W. W. Smith, London. (T) Mr. E. P.
Thurston, Teneriffe; Dr. A. S. Tindall, Glasgow; Mr. W. N. Thursfield,
London; Mr. G. E. Twynam, Sydney; Mr. A. Thomson, Oxford. (W)
W. S. Watson, M.B., London; Mr. West, London; Mr. W. Williams,
Dolgelly; Mr. J. K. Watson, Manchester; Mr. H. Wollheim, London.
(Y) Dr. Young, Rome; Mr. WV. E. Yorke-Davis, London; etc.

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED.

Bericht uiber die einundzwanzigste Versammlung der ophthalmolo-
gisehen Gesellschaft. Heidelberg. 1891. Redigirt durch W. Hess
und W. Zehender. Aussevordeutliches Beilageheft zu den klinischenk
Monatsblattern fur Augenheilkunde. XXIX Jahrgang. Stuttgart.
Verlar von Ferdinand Euke. 1892.
ERRATUM. -The price of the book on Exercises for Securing Warm

Hands, etc., by A. L. Arnim, is is., without the apparatus.
* * In forwarding books the publishers are requested to state the

selling prices.
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