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Sur eon-Lieutenant-Colonel B. O'BRIEN, M.D., Bengal Establishment,

Civil Surgeon, Agra, is tranferred to Kheri District.
Surgeon-Captain C. L. WILLTAMS, Madras Establishment, is temporarily

transferred from Yemethen to Mandalay, to officiate as Civil Surgeon.
The privilege leave for two months granted to Surgeon-Captaiu C.

ADAMS, Madras Establishment, is cancelled.
Surgeon-Major 3. W. EVANS, Madras Establishment, is appointed to act

as Civil Surgeon of Chittoor.
Surgeon-Major P. H. BENSON, M.B., and Surgeon-Captain F. J. DEWES,

of the Madras Establishment, have returned from furloagh out of lndia.
Surgeon-Captain W. H. M. INGHAM, Madras Establishment, is permitted

to proceed to England to appear before a medical board.
The undermentioned officers have leave of absence as specified :-Bri-

gade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel H. B. PURVEs, Bengal Establishment,
Civil Surgeon of Howrah, for two months on urgent private affairs, with-
out pay; Surgeon-Major K. M. DOWNIE, M.D., Bengal Establishment,
29tb Bengal Infantry, till April 1st, 1893, on urgent private affairs; Sur-
geon-Captain D. T. LANE, M.D., Bengal Establishment, for three months
on medical certificate; Surgeon-Captain W. H. B. ROBINSON, Bengal Esta-
blishment, 34th Bengal Infantry, for three months on medical certiflcate;
Surgeon-Captain D. ST. J. D. GRANT, Bengal Establishment, Professor
Lahore, Medical College and Chemical Examiner to Punjab Government,
for two years from November 26th; Surgeon-Major F. C. SMITH, Madras
Establishment, District Surgeon, Tanjore, for 303 days in extension.

THE VOLUNTEERS.
THE undermentioned gentlemen are appointed Surgeon-Lieutenants to
the corps respectively specified, all being dated December 17th :-JAMES
SourTER, 2nd East Riding of Yorkshire Artillery; JOHN TaOMAS WALSH,
5th Volunteer Battalion King's Liverpool Regiment (late the 18th Lanca-
shire); CHARLES CUMBERLAND BRODRICK, 2nd Volunteer Battalion
Devonshire Regiment (late the 2nd Devonshire); and WILLIAM ROSE,
M.B., 13th Middlesex (Queen's Westminster).

THE VOLUNTEER OFFICERS' DECORATION.
A FURTHER list of officers upon whom the newly constituted decoration
has been conferred is published in the London Gazette of Tuesday last, but
it does not contain the name of any medical officer.

CHANGES OF STATION.
THE following changes of station among the officers of the Medical Staff
of the Army have been officially notifiedas having taken place duringthe
past month:

From To
Brig.-Srg.-Lt.-Col. F. B. Scott, M.D.,
C.M.G. ... ... ... ... ... Aldershot ... Bengal.

"I W. F. Burnett ... ... Bombay. ... Fermoy.
Burg.-Lieut.-Col. P. R. Gabbett ... Madrasd... ... Colchester.
Burg.-Major W. V4. James ... ... Windsor ... ... Malta.

G. F. A. Smythe ... Canterbury ... Cork.
IiP. H. Fox...... ... Ballincollig ...

E. R. (Cree . ... ... Gravesend ... Aldershot.
H. Saunders ... ... Malta ... Windsor.

Burg.-Captain E. J. E. Risk ... Bengal ... Aldershot.
W. G. Birrell, M.B. ... Piershill.... India.
F. H. M. Burton, M.D. Salford ... Hulme.

,, R. Kirkpatrick, M.B Lanark Muir India.
9 J. Hickman ... ... Bathurst.. ierra Leone.
,, R. P. Bond ... ... Barbadoes St. Lucia.

W. Kelly, M.D ... ... Aldershot BengaL
H. P. Birch ... ... Netley ... India.

,9 J. D. Moir, M.B. ... Pirbright ... Thames District.
,, A. de C. Scanlan ... Shorncliffe ... India
,9 R. Crofts .. Sierra Leone Gambia.

R. L. R. Macleod, M.B Lydd ... ... Canterbury.
J. M. F. Shine, M.D Dublin ... Castlebar.

,, L P. Mumby, M.B. York. ... Indta.
,, H. Cocks, M.B ..... Brighton... Colchester.

T. G. Lavie ... ... Bengal... ... Chester.
J. R. Burrows, M.D. ... Fermoy ... Ballincollig.

R9I. J. D. Hall ... .. Bombay. ... Colchester.
J. J. C. Watson, M.D.... Aldershot ... India.
J. E. Brogden ... ... is ... ... ..
G.W. Tate. M.B. .. ... .....
N. Faichnie, M.B. 9. it

9, F. McDowell ... .. Cork .
J. J. Gerrard, M.B. Curragh ...

,, C. B. Lawson, M.B. Dover ... Caterbury.
9, W. J. Smyth, M.D. Home DistrictG.ren. Gds.
II A. J. Chambers... Dover ... ... Shorneliffe.

G. A. Moore, M.B. Aldershot Fermoy.
R. C. Lewis .. Dover .. Shornoliffe.

Quartermaster D. O'Connor ... ... Portsmouth ,, CurraghDistrict.

AMBULANCE WAGONS V. WHEELED STRETCHERS.
SURGEON-MAJOR writes: Allow me to ask medical officers of Volunteer.
how they would have repliedtothe following questions if asked by their
respective C. O.'s.

(1) " Do you consider a field ambulance wagon a necessity, It being
only required one week in the year, with the trouble and expense of
housing and looking after It and harness for the other 51 weeks ? "

(2) " What is your opinion as to purchasing wheeled stretchers to ac-
company the regiment in place?"

I replied to the first question: "The wagon was regulation and neces-
sary for drill but that 1 should not advise its purchase, as a covered
wagon could be hired which would do well enough for drill purpoees.
Many wagons in use in the town would suit."
To the second question I replied: "The only objection I had to

wheeled stretehers was the necessity of altering th i, and suggested
liaving a pair of bicycle wheels geared together so that the regulation

stretcher might be lifted on the wheels after being duly loaded by the
regular method."
is any regiment at present using wheeled stretchers, and if so how do

they get over the drill difficulty?

"NONCOMBATANT" VOLUNTEERS.
A CORRESPONDENT asserts he has heard on good authority that, after a
portion of the nominal lists of Volunteer officers eligible for the deco-
ration had been supplied, an order was Issued that the names of " non-
combatants " (by which among others are meant medical officers) were
in future to be omitted unless in special and exceptional cases.
*** We cannot credit this; it would be monstrous. No official, even if

he had the will, could surely have the temerity to do such a thing, and
risk the condign public punishment which would follow on exposure.

PAY IN INDIA.
SURGEON-CAPTAIN propounds the following question: A Surgeon-Captain
enters the service with the understanding that his pay will be R200 per
annum, plus 288 allowances. He does not wish to serve in India, but he is
ordered to go, and his services " lent " to the Indian Government, which
pays him Rs. 317 per month. Can be bring an action at law to compel
the British Government to pay the balance equivalent between English
and Indian pay?
*** There may be room here for a strictly legal opinion, which should

be obtained elsewhere. The Surgeon-Captain contracts in his commis-
sion to serve Her Majesty and her representatives when and where
ordered; go therefore to India he must, and accept payment in the
currency of the country. But while his duty is clear enough and what-
ever may be the legal aspects of the hypothetical case, there can hardly
be any doubt that the Government on their part are under a moral and
honourable obligation to see that he suffers no financial or other wrong
when they " lend" his services to a second party.

INDIA AND THE COLONIESI
VICTORIA.

TREATMENT OF HARMLESS LUNATICS.-The Colonial Government is
endeavouring to make arraenl ebof thebenevolentasylums
in the colony to take over 200 or.r harmless lunatics. It has been found
that the cost of erecting a building for them would be over £200 per
patient, while additions could be made to the benevolent asylnms at a
cost of £50 a bed, as there would be no necessity to provide apartments
for a medical staff or extensive kitchens and laundries in these institu-
tions. The cost of matntenance of an inmate in a lunatic asylum is £32 a
year, while in a benevolent asylum it is only £18 a year,
SMALL-POX AND QUARANTINE.-The failure of quarantine to keep out

small-pox from a country, says the Standard, is well illustrated in a re-
port just issused by Dr. Gresswell on the introduction of the malady
into Victoria last summer. In spite of the fact that a young woman had
suffered on the voyage from a most suspicious skin eruption, and that
another passenger had also experienced symptoms pointing clearly to
small-pox, the usual port questions were answered in the negative, and
free pratique granted. The consequence was that seven others of those
on board the vessel developed small-pox in Victoria, New South Wales,
and Queensland, and subsequently four Australian residents caught the
disease from them. The limitation of the epidemic to such small bounds
was entirely due to the almost superhuman activity displayed by the
sanitary staff of Melbourne in vaccination, disinfection, and isolation.
Police cordons were placed around invaded houses, whose inmates were
compulsorily vaccinated, and no ingress or egress was permitted. For-
tunately the supply of calf lymph proved sufficient. In addition to this,
all persons who had been in any kind of relation with the attacked per-
sons were detained in Isolation for fourteen days. Thanks to these
mea6ures, what appeared likely at one time to be the starting point of a
general prevalence of small-pox was arrested. Vaccination is still main-
ained, we believe by a compulsory statute in Victoria. The Victorians,
however, seem to have a rooted predilection for quarantine. Their late
experience ought to demonstrate the futility of this method, and points
to vaccination only as the true prophylaxis against small-pox. Surely
the quiet and continuous practice of vaccination and revaccination is
preferable to a system of police cordon8 and compulsory detention.

NEW SOUTH WALES.
STATISTICS OF INSANITY.-The report of Dr. F. N. Manning, Inspector-

General of the Insane in the colony on the state and conditions of the
hospitals for the insane for the year ending December 31st, 1891, shows
that on that date the number of lunatics on the official registers was
3,134 (1,912 males and 1,222 females). The number on the correrponding
date in the previous year was 3,102, so that the increase during the year
was 32, being the smallest that has occurred in any one year since 1862.
The average increase for twenty years past has been at the rate of 85 per
year. There has been no diminution in the rate of " occurring insanity,"
since 1 out of every 1,955 of the population became insane during the year,
which is about the average for thelast five years. The unusually
small increase in 1891 was due partly to an increased death-rate in the
hospitals (chiefly owing to influenza and its complications), and partly to
an unusually large recovery rate in these institutions. During the year
539 patients (327 males, 212 females) were admitted for the first time, and
57 were readmitted. The total number of lunatics under care during the
year was 3,959, and of these 297 (168males,l29females)recovered,28werere-
lieved, 6 escaped, and 233 (167 males, 66 females) died. The average number
resident during the. year was 3.149. With regard to the causation of the
insanity, 75 oases were assigned to intemperance, 61 to epilepsy, 60 to
hereditary influence, 40 to old age, 32 to congenital defeot, 27 to adverse
circumstances, 23 to domestic trouble,. 23 to parturition, and 21 to acei-
dent. The total expenditure was £100,112 7s. 2d; the average weekly cost
per head was 12s. lid.
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