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yet people were buying them at 6d. a-piece. At Northampton,
on November 14th, a butcher named Fawcett was fined
£1O and 13s. costs for exposing for sale on his stall in the
public market eighteen pieces of beef which were described
as flabby, sodden, possessing a sickly odour, and in some
instances as in a state of actual decomposition. At Swansea,
on November 14th, and at Cardiff on the same date,
certain butchers were convicted for exposing meat for sale in
a state "totally unfit for food," and at Cardiff the medical
officer reported that the meat in question was in an " advanced
state of disease." It is not stated what the disease was in
this case. It is an open secret that enormous quantities of
the meat of diseased animals are disposed of daily, but it does
not, of course, follow that such meat is invariably unfit for
human food; this plainly depends on the disease, the extent
to which it has advanced, and the parts used. The meat in
the Cardiff case was actually diseased meat; and in this, as
in the other cases mentioned, the punishment inflicted by the
imposition of a fine is altogether out of proportion to the
enormity of the offence. What is required, if these villainous
offences are to be put down, is thorough and systematic
inspection and punishment in the form of long terms of im-
prisonment, preferably with hard labour. There are certainly
great difficulties in the way of proper inspection in small
towns, where the local authority is generally composed of the
local shopkeepers, and the same difficulties stand in the way
of proper inspection under the Adulteration Acts; but this
might be got overby making officials at least partially indepen-
dent of these authorities both in regard to payment and to
the exercise of their powers.

THE HON. ROBERT GRIEVE, M.D.
THE appointment of Dr. Robert Grieve, President of the
British Guiana Branch of the British Medical Association, and
Surgeon-General of the Colony, to be a member of the Legis-
lature of the colony is of good augury for the future welfare
of its inhabitants of whatever nationality. It may be remem-
bered that some time ago considerable friction arose between
the Court of Policy and tle Medical Service, largely due, as
appeared at the time, to 4he ill-defined position which that
'service held towards other departments of the Government.
The appointment of the Surgeon-General to be a permanent
member of the Court is a great step in advance, and at the
October meeting of the Branch this opinion was freely ex-
pressed. The high esteem in which the Hon. Robert Grieve
is held by the profession in the colony was shown by the
warm congratulations addressed to him by the mover and
,seconder of the resolution adopted by the Branch and the
applause with which these obgervations were received.

POISONINGS BY " INFANT'S CORDIAL."
'THE frequent occurrence of fatal poisoning of infants in
-consequence of the incautious use of narcotic preparations
known as soothing syrups, infant's cordials, etc., is one
among many proofs of the need for a more stringent admin-
istration of the law relating to the sale of poisons. Three
-cases of this kind have recently been the subject of inquiry
before coroners at Leeds, Stourbridge, and Oldham. As is
-commonly the practice, the verdict of "death from mis-
adventure " was accompanied by a recommendation from the
jury that measures should be taken to prevent the promis-
'cuous sale of such dangerous compounds by unqualified per-
sons. Bat unfortunately it is seldom that anything further
is heard of these recommendations, and the mischievous
trade goes on unchecked. However, in the Stourbridge case
the coroner stated that he would represent the matter
to the proper authorities, and we trust that it may receive
-rom them the attention it demands. The evidence in the
Oldham case showed that the cordial was sold without a
poison label, and by an unqualified person. There is no
doubt that this is very generally done, and though these pre-
parations are administered to children by ignorant persons,

without ill intention, their use is attended with great danger,
while the sale of them exposes the vendors to serious risk.
In this case the coroner pointed out that if the death of the
child had been conclusively proved to be due to narcotic
poisoning, both the seller and the maker of the "infant's
cordial" might have found themselves in a very awkward
position. But the most serious feature of this case was the
statement of the maker of the " cordial," that it did not con-
tain opium or anything of that kind. Upon analysis, how-
ever, morphine was found in it, and the attempt to mislead
the court was justly stigmatised by the coroner as a dis-
graceful attempt to conceal the twofold breach of the law
which had been committed by the unqualified vendor of the
" cordial " and the maker of it who supplied it without being
properly labelled "' poison." The coroner's censure of the
whole proceeding should be a warning to persons who have
been in the habit of selling these dangerous preparations,
and it is to be hoped that his declared intention of taking
immediate steps to bring the matter under the notice of the
Pharmaceutical Society will have the effect of inducing that
body to take further proceedings against the offenders in
this case.

THE SOMERSET HOUSE CHEMICAL DEPARTMENT.
IN continuation of our remarks upon this subject in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURRNAL of November 12th last, we feel
bound to agree with the Daily Chronicle that if the state-
ments made in a recent issue of Food, Drug-s and Drink
are capable of proof, an explanation from the Somerset House
Chemical Department, or if it be more proper, and possible,
from the Board of Inland Revenue, is imperatively demanded
in regard to the rules to which the analysts at Somerset
House are expected to conform. In the weekly journal
alluded to, there is to be seen what is alleged to be a copy of
a certificate, signed by one of the chemists of Somerset
House, who is, of course, a referee under the Adulteration
Acts, upon a certain food preparation, which is referred to in
this certificate in laudatory terms. It is further alleged that
the food preparation in question contains a considerable
amount of boric acid, and that this fact does not appear in
the certificate, which, it would seem, states that "from a
medical point of view, it (the preparation) is far superior,"
etc., and goes on to recommend the substance on the ground
that " for invalids and persons in delicate health it is all that
could be desired, being a perfect food readily digested and
assimilated." The gentleman whose signature is alleged to
be attached to this certificate does not appear to be a medical
man, and we can only support the statement of the Daily
Chronicle that if these official analysts are allowed to give
testimonials to firms in order that such testimonials may be
advertised for trade purposes, a state of things will be created
which the public must earnestly deprecate.

SCOTLAND.
THEm late Mr. Thomaas Nelson, the Edinburgh publisher, who

died a few weeks ago, has left a bequest of £5,000 to the
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary.

THE 148th meeting of the Scottish Universities-Commission
was held last week, when Mr. Henry Craik, C.B., the Secre-
tary of the Scottish Education Department, attended and
gave evidence.

THE death-rate of Edinburgh last week was 26 per 1,000. Of
the 134 deaths, 40 were due to zymotic causes, and of these 35
were due to measles.

THE Senatus of the University of Aberdeen have appointed
Professor Matthew Hay, M.D., one of their representatives in
the University Court, for a further period of four years.
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T,HE SCOTTISH BOARD OF SUPERVISION.
q#ifrCQtA5sh 1ioard of Supervision are abut to issue an
Q4der excl'ding "clean cuttings of new mnterial " from the
o.S4xon of the.regulaion,ia,fopeepro4ibi,ing, thea landing
of rags from certain countries of. Europe. (France,,1llack Sea,
NQrth Sea, and Baltic Ports).

EDINBURGH R-OYAL SOCIETY.
TH:E first ordinary meeting of the Royal Society was held on
December 5th, Professor Sir Douglas Maclagan, the Presi-
dent, in the chair.. In his introductory address the President
offered his thanks for the honour they had done him, made
some remarks on the last-meeting of the British Association
in Edinburgh, reminded his audience that that Association
owed its existence to the suggestion of a former Presi-
dent of the Society, Sir David Brewster, and that he was
aided in this good work by two former Secretaries, namely,
Professor Forbes and Sir John Robinson. Further, Hutton,
who formed the theme of Sir Archibald Geikie's Presidential
Addtess at the British Association, gave his first sketch of
the theory of the earth at a meeting of the Royal Society.
Sir Douglas Maclagan next referred to the connection of Sir
James Hall, Sir Archibald Geikie, Professor James Geikie,
the Rev. T. T). Anderson, the discoverer of the new comet in
the girdle of Andromeda, and others to the Royal Society.
Dui;ing the past session 21 new Fellows of the Society had
been elected, and during that period 12 of their Fellows had
died. These last included Sir George H. B. Macleod and Pro-
fessor Dittmaar, both of (lasgow; and Dr. A. Keiller, of Edin-
burgh. Lord Tennyson was an Honorary Fellow of the
Society. The Society was lately invited by the University of
Padua to send a representative to take part in the celebration
of the tercentenary of the appointmer,t of Galileo to the Pro-
fessorship of Mathematics in that University, the date of his
first lecture being December 7th, 1592. A portrait of Profes-
sor Tait, the General Secretary of the Society, was presented
to. the Society by Lord Maclaren in the name of the sub-
scribers.

THE 4-EALTH OF LEITH.
T-HE death-rate of Leith continues to be abnormally high, so
nAuch so that what we last week described as an appalling
death-rate has been actually exceeded, since the returns for
the past week give a death-rate of 58.48 per 1,000. Of the 79
deaths 3 were due to typhus fever. A circular letter was last
week, sent by the Leith E-Epress to all the medical men in
practice in Leith asking their opinion on notification of in-
feetious diseases. With one exception these gentlemen con-
sidered that the adoption of the Notification of Infectious
Diseases Act was desirable in the public interest. Only two
are prepared to continue voluntary notification if the Leith
Town Council decline to adopt the Act. Further, most of
the Leith medical men have given authority to make public
their names if need be for purposes of verification in relation
to this subject. At a meeting held on December 6th the
Town Council decided, by 10 votes to -5, not to adopt the In-
fectious Diseases (Notification) Act. Some very foolish
arguments were used against the adoption of the Act, and it
is a matter of regret that one speaker should have been
authorised to make the following extraordinary statement:
"The medical officer is of opinion that no real or practical
good could come of adopting the Notification of Diseases Act
at present until the town gets a properly-equipped hospital."

IRELAND.
THE LORD LIEUTENANT has appointed the following Com-,.

mittee to inquire into the sanitary condition of the Royal
Eibermian Military School. and the Drummond School for
Daughters of Soldiers, in both of which institutions there
has been an outbreak of-typhoid fever, as already announced:

Sir George H. Porter, M.D., Bart., President; Sir Charles,
Cameron, M,D.; Mr. Rawson Carroll, F.R.I.B.A. Surgeon.K
Major-General: Colles,, P.'M.O.; Mr. Kaye Parry,, E.; aiA:.
Dr. F. R. Cruise

BELFAST STUDENTS' UNION.
His EXCBLLENCY THE LORD -LIEUTENANr has written to the
President of the Queen's College expressing his warm sym-
pathy with the project of a Students' Union; and-has forwarded
a cheque for twenty-five guineas. The subscription list now
amounts, to about £3,300, so that the success of the scheme is.
almost a sured; £5,000 or upwards will be required to carry,
it to a successful issue.

MEDICAL VETERANS IN BELFAST.
AT at recent meeting of the Belfast Board of Guardians,
letters of resignation were read from Dr. Seaton Reid and Dr.'
Brice Smyth. The former retires after no less than forty-six
years of service as physician to the Fever Hospital, And his.
resignation breaks another of the links that bound the last to,
the present generation of medical men in Belfast. As Pro-
fessor of Materia Medica in the Queen's College, Physician'
formerly to the Royal Hospital, and afterwards to the Fever
Hospital, and a consultant of wide experience and great
ability, Dr. Reid has filled a large place in the profession ih
the North of Ireland. His professional eminence and kindli-
ness of heart have won him the sincere regard of friends both
in and beyond his profession, and the heartiest good wishes.
of all will follow him into his retirement. Dr. Brice Smythi
retires after thirty years of service owing to the increasing,"
pressure of practice. It is proposed to grant both gentlemen
a retiring allowance. For.the vacancies thus created many
candidates are in the field, and a keen contest is expected.

CHARGES AGAINST AN IRISH DISPENSARY DOCTOR.
Dn. BROWNE, Poor-law inspector, held an inquiry at Ros-
carbery, co. Cork, on November 22nd, into charges made by'
the Rev. J. O'Hea, P.P., against Dr. Daunt, the dispensary
medical officer. It was alleged that Dr. Daunt had been
attending cases of typhus from June 24th, and that on
July 6th he stated that there was no infectious disease in his.
district ; that he did not attend a patient until the day after
he had received the ticket; that he only visited one patient
ill with typhus once, and that he had not taken adequate'
precautions to prevent a spread of the disease. Evidence
having been given in support of the charges, Dr. Daunt said
the first patient died of double pneumonia. He saw the
man on June 5th about thirty hours before his death. Sub-
sequently other members of the family became ill. He saw
the man's wife about three weeks later; she had an eraption
and he suspected typhus. He only saw her four times, as
another doctor was called in, and he (Dr. Daunt) did not
see the other members who became ill. As to the
dispensary ticket he did not get it until it was late, and he,
did not know that it was marked urgent. The girl was weak
and emaciated, but her temperature was nearly normal. He,eL
only saw her once. He attended a man named Donovan, his
wife and daughter. He sent the two last-named to the fever
hospital. The girl was very violent, and bit him while he
was helping to put her into a cart. She escaped, and then he-
swore an information and had her arrested as a lunatic and
brought to hospital. No one would go near her. He made
a report on July 6th that the district was free from infectious.
diseases, but he, meant dispensary cases, and not private ones.
HIe gave orders to have l0ouses disinfected. He heard there
were other fever cases in the district, but he was not officially
informed, and be did not know the houses. The inspector,
said it seemed strange that none of the sanitary officers knew,
anything about the outbreak, and that no steps were taken tos
stamp out a disease which-existed from the middle of June.
The decision of the Local Government Board has not yet.
been made known.
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