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who obtained their milk supply at this shop there were 16 cases of
typhoid fever reported between August 24th and September 21st. It is
,nteresting to trace the rise and subsidence of this special outbreak.
F'rom August 20th to the 31st, 19 cases were reported; from September 1st
to the 10th, 18 cases; between September 10th and the 27th there were 6
-cases, and none since. It is another illustration of the value of compul-
sory notification of infectious diseases, and of the sensitiveness of milk
to infection.
The Committee instructed the sanitary inspector to intimate to all

-dairymen and milk retailers throughout the city that the Commissioners
desire that hereafter they shall give notice at the sanitary office of every
ease of illness occurring in the dwelling houses of other piemises, what-
ever it might be, immediately on such illness occurrine; further, the
Sanitary Inspector was instructed (l) to see that all c airies and milk-
shops are kept and maintained in proper order and repair, and in a state
of perfect cleanliness; (2) to report all cases where dairymen or milk re-
tailers, or any of their families, sleep on the premises of the dairy or
milkshop; and (3) to bring up a report specifying all wells at or near
dairies or milkshops, and whether water is supplied to any dairy or milk-
shop from any such wells.

COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION AND THE REGISTRA-
TION OF DISEASE.

THE last Parliamentary return issued on the working of the
Infectious Disease (Notification) Act of 1889 shows that up-
wards of 1,000 sanitary authorities have adopted the Act, the
districts represented having an aggregate population of
twenty-four out of the twenty-nine millions of people in
people in England and Wales, according to the last census.
The result of the freedom hitherto granted to sanitary bodies
in the matter has been such as to render it almost imperative
upon Parliament to enforce in the remainder of the country
those benefits of which the local health authorities have not
voluntarily availed themselves.
The further question arises, Cannot something be done to

utilise the information by collating and widelydi8tributing it?
The present partial scheme, by which the health officers of
certain districts, supplying weekly summaries of notifiable
,diseases to the Local Government Board, receive in return
the summarised facts for all such districts, should be enlarged
to cover the whole country. This could be done by the con-
stitution of county councils as registration authorities, with
power to require similar weekly summaries from all health
officers within their respective counties, the compiled results
being tabulated, multiple copies being obtained by some such
simple process as that in use at Whitehall, and posted early
each week (say Monday night) to all health officers of sanitary
districts in and abutting on the several counties. Thus every
health officer in England and Wales would on Tuesday in each
week have reliable information as to the presence of disease
in the adjoining districts; and on the usefulness of these facts
it is needless to dwell.
In addition, the data for the country generally could be

received from the county councils, and tabulated quarterly
and annually by some properly-constituted central registra-
tion department, and treated either independently or as part of
the Registrar-General's quarterly returns and yearly volumes.

INDIA AND THE COLONIES,
TNDITA

THE TOTAI, POPULATION OF INDIA.-The total population of India,
according to the latest summary tables, is 287,179,715, showing an increase
of 33.386,210 since 1881. The population of the Feudatorv States is given at
a little over 66 millions, and that of the great towns at 271 millions. Some
244k million persons are returned as illiterate. The lepers number about
126,000; the blind are estimated at 458,000; the deaf and dumb at 196,000;
the insane at 76,000.
PUBLIC DISPENSARIES IN INDIA.-The proportion of public dispensaries

to population in Lower Bengal is 1 to 270,000; in the North-West Pro-
vinces, 1 to 160,000; and in the Punjab, 1 to 90,000 Inhabitants. The rela-
tively large number of dispensaries in the Punjab is accounted for by the
scattered distribution of the population.
THE WATER SUPPLY OF INDIA: AN IMPORTANT NEW DEPARTURE.-At

a provincial conference at which thirty districts of Bengal were formally
represented. the following resolution was passed and presented to the
Lieutenant-Governor: "Having regard to the fearful loss of life due to
malarious fever and other preventable diseases, as testified by the Sani-
tary Commissioner of Bengal, this conference is of opinion that no
-further time should be lost in at once taking up this all-important ques-
tion of sanitation, and that a supply of pure water and an effective drain-
age system represent the great sanltary needs of the province." There-
upon Sir Charles Elliott called together a mixed Committee of fourteen
European and native members, four of them being officers of his Govern-

ment, specially qualified to deal with the questions involved, andthe other
ten being Hindu or Mohammedan gentlemen, selected for the experience
which theyhad acquired as chairmen of important rural municipalities,
or as large proprietors. The landowners were powerfully represented by
the Rajah Peari Mohun Mukharji. The Times correspondent, who gives a
very interesting account of the matter, states that the following resolu-
tions were passed:-" That the Local Government be empoweredto require
municipalities to combine with one another and with district or local
boards and cantonment authorities for the purpose of improving the
water supply of the area subject to their jurisdiction; that the Local Go-
vernment be empowered to require municipalities to combine with one
another and with district or local boards and cantonment authorities for
the purpose of improving the drainage of the area subject to their juris-
diction; that when an application is made to Government on the part
of the inhabitants of any tract where malarial fever prevails or
when it is notorious that there is a high rate of mortality
due to the want of drainage, provision shall be made by law
for ascertaining the wishes of the majority of the inhabitants
or owners of property concerned, as represented by the district board,
and if the majority support the scheme, the Government shall be em-
powered to carry out comprehensive schemes of drainage, and to raise
from the area affected such funds as may be necessary for meeting the
cost of such schemes." The Secretary of the Bengal Government was
willing to safeguard the last resolution by providing that the population
at large, who would have to contribute towards the cost, should be allowed
to decide as to the necessity of the works by a general vote. But only
one of the native members supported this view, and the other nine pre-
ferred to strengthen the hands of the executive Government by accepting
the decision of the district board as an authoritative exponent of local
opinion. It was stated that the death-rate in a well-defined area had
amounted to 50 per 1,000 each year, or more than double the death-rate of
similar areas under an adequate system of drainage and sanitation.
Such a measure will have, if properly carried out, with a due regard to the
prevention of zymotic as well as malarial diseass, an even greater effect
in reducing the diarrhceal and choleraic affections than malarial
sickness.

NEW SOUTH WALES.
A HOME for male inebriates was opened at Echo Farm, Middle Harbour,
near Sydney, on July 21st.

QUEENSLAND.
THE Queensland Government has established a vaccine depOt at Bris-
bane. Several calves have been inoculated, and a supply of lymph is now
available.

VICTORIA.
THE Inebriate Asylum at Beaconfield, near Berwick, has been closed by
the Government.

A CORRECTION.-In a paragraph published in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL on May 28th, p. 1172, certain comments on the mortality among
.ou.mn fnolowprQ in BMirmah were incnrrAet1v attributed to Dr. Sibthorne.

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY MANAGEMENT.
ROYAL ALBERT ASYLUM, CARLISLE.

AT the annual meetiDg of the Royal Albert Asylum, Dr. Shuttleworth, the
medical superintendent, made his annual report to the Central Com-
mittee. He stated that during the year there had been 69 admissions,
35 discharges, and 18 deaths. The average number resident had been 581,
and the aggregate under care and training at some portion of the year
658. The death-rate had been lower than that for the period of the last
report, namely, 3.1 per cent. calculated upon the average number resi-
dent, and 2.7 per cent. calculated on the aggregate number. The neces-
sity for isolation had arisen on several occasions to prevent the spread of
contagious diseases, and the asylum being full, it was difficult to find
satisfactory accommodation for such emergences. A detached infectious
hospital would be of great service in the administration of the asylum.
The Rodgett Infirmary had been constantly occupied by an average of
over 20 cases of ordinary sick patients.

THE CHOLERA.
REPORTS from all the cenrtres in which cholera has been preva-
lent show that the decline in the epidemic is becoming weekly
more pronounced. In Hamburg the decline, which was
arrested at the end of last week, the number of new cases
having risen from 13 to 24, has shown a further decline this
week. In Buda-Pesth, also, there has been a distinct decrease
in the number of new cases. From Holland a few cases con-
tinue to be reported daily, but the number for the whole
country has not exceeded 9 in any one day. In Belgium the
epidemic appears to be nearly extinct. In Paris, however,
cases continue to occur, and there were 112 patients in the
hospitals on October 15th.

GERMANY.
[FRoMr ouR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT IN BERLIN.]

CLINICAL RESEMBLANCE OF CHOLERA ASIATICA AND CHOLERA
NOSTRAS.

IN last week's meeting of the Verein fur Innere Medizin in
Berlin, Dr. P. Guttmann, of the Moabit Hospital, reported ca-
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