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Bishop of Durham. Dr. Philipson, the President of the Col-
lege, occupied the chair, and in his opening address said he
had been instructed by the Dean of Durham, the Warden of
the University, to express his regret at his inability to be
present, owing to ill-health; he referred to the great loss the
College had sustained by the death of the late Dr. Heath, who
had been connected with the College in a teaching capacity
for forty-seven years. During the winter session 1891-92, 206
students attended the College, and during the summer of
1891, 190 students attended. These were the largest attend-
ances the College had had. The Bishop of Durham delivered
an eloquent address, which was most attentively listened to
by the students. The Bishop expressed his pleasure at being
present, because he was asked as visitor of the University and
because it reminded him of his old work. He congratulated
them on the noble institution they possessed. and reminded
them that they were members of a University. and hoped
that a residential hall would soon be provided. He spoke to
the students on the vastness of the field of study which was
open before them-a field of inexhaustible research; he ad-
vised them to pursue their special study, to practise it with
all generous sympathy, as men who knew they were only en-
gaged with one province out of a great realm, and to pursue
it also with thoughtful tenderness, as men who would not
satisfy idle curiosity by the pain of another, nor blend their
pleasure or their pride with sorrow of the meanest thing that
feels. He wished them all joy and blessing in the pursuit of
a service than which none could be happier than the one to
which they had devoted themselves.
At the infirmary, Dr. Arnison, who has served the institu-

tion faithfully and well for the past twenty-five years, has
been re-elected for a further period of five years.
Mr. T. A. Dodd has resigned the office of assistant-surgeon

after serving fourteen years, and there is now a vacancy for
that office; several candidates are already in the field.

CORRESPONDENCE,
PRESSURE ON SPACE.

Notice to Correspondents and Auithors of Communications.
IN view of the great and constantly-increasing pressure on our space, we
would urgently request correspondents and authors of communications
to assist us in endeavouring to place their views before our readers by
condensing their communications to the utmost extent.

FEMALE INEBRIETY.
SIR,-I trust you will forgive me saying that whatever may

fall under your editorial eyes concerning the metropolis your
picture of female inebriety is one that is overdrawn to a
degree, against which I must enter a protest, so far as the
country districts and one of our large towns of England are con-
cerned. I have livednow inthis hive of industry for'22years, and
as a medical practitioner, a hospital officer, and one of the
city rulers I have been as familiar with the habits of its
population as I think anyone can well be, and I say unhesi-
tatingly that a drunken woman is a rare object, and probably
an object much rarer now than 20 years ago.

I move about the country to an extent that almost equals
the work of a commercial traveller, and I have no reason to
think that my own city is exceptionally sober, but that drunk-
enness is on the decrease all over the country is a conclusion
which is being more and more firmly established in my mind.

I remember our local chancellor of the exchequer entering
a joyous complaint at the diminution of one very objection-
able source of civic revenue, namely, the contribution to the
borough fund from fines of the " drunk and disorderly." If I
remember rightly the fall was from £12,000 a year to £4,000,
and that in less than 10 years.
My practice lies exclusively amongst diseases of women and

I am consulted about a large number of drunken women,
especially, of course, amongst the middle and upper classes,
and I have long since come to a conclusion, consistently sup-
ported by an ever-increasing experience, that women are not
sots for the fun of the thing as men are, but that an intelli-
gent and educated woman never becomes a drunkard but from
some deep-rooted and often carefully-concealed cause.

It may be physical suflfring or mental distress, but there
always is a reason for it. Scores of my cases of suffering from

chronic inflammatory disease of the appendages have come to
me habitual drunkards or opium eaters, or both ; and they
have been cured of their bad habits by the same proceeding&
as have cured their physical sufferings. I have no less than
three such lying-in convalescents at the present moment. I
always break their habits suddenly and at once, greatly to their
distress but much to their welfare.
The climacteric sufferings are a fertile source of drunken-

ness in women, but when there is no more permanent cause
for the vice than this the habit is nearly always given up
when the troubles are over. I am, therefore, in a position to
confirm absolutely your indication as to the influence of these
special causes in the production of drunkenness in women,
but I would greatly emphasise the extent of that influence. I
would urge that the physical condition of every habitually
drunken woman should be carefully determined.

I am in politics a strong individualist, and therefore have
little sympathy with that perpetual craving after grand-
motherly legislation of which the Habitual Drunkards Bill is
an example: and for women I am not disposed to admit its
necessity. In men habitual drunkenness is a serious crime
and ought to be treated as such without mercy-I am, etc.,
Birmingham, Oct. 3rd. LAWSON TAIT.

THE NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.
SIR,-It is quite unnecessary for me to answer in detail

Dr. Goodhart's letter in your last issue, or Dr. Shelly's either,
as I find that in a letter from the Local Government Board to
the Town Clerk of Uppingham. under date December 29th,
1890, the following rule is laid down:-" If two practitioners
are in actual attendance on or are called in to visit a patient,
whether at the same period or successively, and their attend-
ance or visiting is connected with the medical treatment of
the patient, isoth are bound to send certificates, and these
must be duly paid for by the sanitary authority."
As a matter of fact, my authority every month sanctions

payments to two or three medical men for certifying a single
case, and this in several instances, anid the Metropolitan
Asylums Board refunds such payments.-I am, etc.,

W. H. CORFIELD. M.A., M.D.(Oxon).,
Medical Officer of Health for St. George's, Hanover Square.

Saville Row, W., Oct. 10th.

THE CHOLERX EPIDEMIC OF 1892 AND THE BRITISHf
MEDICAL JOURNAL.

SIR.-The crowded and replete pages of the BRITISH MIEDI-
CAL JOURNAL have presented for the last two months a vivid
and marvellously complete picture (1) of the theory of the
etiology of cholera as a water-caused and propagated disease;
(2) of the life history of the cholera vibrio as the concurrent
and causal factor in the pathology and clinical features of
cholera; and (3) of the march of cholera as a "filth disease
carried by dirty people to dirty places, and propagated there
by dirty water," a disease not airborne nor catching, but eaten
or drunk. Bear with me if through the same columns I ex-
press some philosophic doubts.

I have watched with extreme interest, as no doubt have
many others, the unrolling in your columns of the tragic and
well-told tale-the accumulation of detailed evidence, and
the logical completeness with which by the aid of telegraph
and cable the epidemic has been tracked by you and your
correspondents along "its lines of human communication,'
its stations dated and charted in the excellent maps with
which your compiler and chartographer has enriched medical
literature. I acknowledge the industry with which the rele-
vant incidents have been noted in the Far East, in Asiatic
Russia, and in Europe, and I can admire the liberal enterprise
and skill with which these widely scattered materials for the
history of the recent epidemic of cholera lhave from week to
week been simultaneously brought together, analysed, and
marshalled in your columns. This has been, no doubt,
a triumph of journalism. The telegraphic promptitude and
encyclopaedic completeness of condensed information are, so
far as I can judge, unrivalled in epidemiological literature, so
that, for the history of the 1892 epidemic, the JOURNAL will
remain a locus cla88icu8.

But, having made my obeisance to these qualities, I should
like, with your good permission, to ask British epidemio-
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logists it all this does not seem to them a little too complete
and somewhat over lucid, or, if I may be pardoned the use of
the expression, a little too clever. Allow me to write quite
frankly on what is a very momentous question. 1 can quite
understand, andmany of us will sympatliise with the triumph
and satisfaction with which Mr. Ernest Hart, as the
discoverer of the vera causa of the memorable East London
epidemic of 1866 (in the broken pump and disused filter bed
of the East London Waterworks, and the historic cholera
patient who simultaneously fouled the River Lee) regards the
history of the present Eamburg epidemic as an addition to
the crowning of the edifice of cholera causation which he
claims then to have accomplished.
But is the ridicule which he pours on the " telluric

influences" and " the atmospheric waves ' of Sir Joseph
Fayrer, the moonsoon theories of Bryden, and the philo-
sophic doubts of Klein and of Cunningham, as to the identity
and causal value of the cholera bacillus, really scientific? So
far the case, as I am rather sorry and surprised to see, has gone
by default. The edifice reared in the JOURNAL during the last
two months is abundant in detail and shapely, but are its
foundations secure? Many of us were brought up in the
school of Bryden and Lawson; and Klein and Cunningham
and Fayrer and Macpherson are still our prophets. How do
these distinguished epidemiologists regard the shattering of
all other idols other than that of Aquarius ? Are they only
idola specu ? The Editor of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
seems to me, when dealing with the etiology, biology, and
bacteriology of cholera, to be telling a story which is so dis-
tinctly in the key of Coleridge's " Ancient Mariner," " Water,
water everywhere," and "not a drop to drink." It is enthral-
ling, dramatic, but a trifle exclusive. If Mr. Ernest Hart is
right in his Nineteenth Century article of this month, and if
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for the last six weeks is right
in its life-history of the "Vibrio Cholerie Asiaticae," and
in its details of the Hamburg epidemic, in its facts and refer-
ences to the causation of the Paris, Naples, Marseilles,
Spanish, and Genoa epidemics, then Indian experience and
teaching havebeen simply misleading, and Indian bacteriology
a will-o'-the-wisp. We may put by our Blue Books and maps,
and set to work on waterworks and drainage. But old Indian
officers will not be content altogether to believe this until
"the other side" is heard. You will pardon what are, I hope,
my not unphilosophic doubts; they may, perhaps, elicit
evidence of value.
I write with respectful scepticism, for I am one of the

admirers of the JOURNAL and of the editorial qualities of
sledge-hammer vigour and of the fulness and fertility of
resource and initiative which have acquired for it a position
unique in periodical medical literature, while they have
made the British Medical Association the most ubiquitous.
sleepless, and powerful organisation yet seen in professional
history. But I doubt whether the same methods ate applic-
able to scientific research; and I am a little jealous of the
tour deforce which seeks to level the walls of the great citadel
of Indian medical science-its cholera literature-by a few
blasts of the editorial trumpet. I am not yet prepared to
abandon the teaching of my Indian library of treatises and
Blue Books on cholera, even though they be all of a sudden
stigmatised as " effete," " mysterious," and " superannuated,"
and" things to be brushed aside. "

I see that Dr. Hime, the translator and apostle of Petten-
kofer, is writing to you from Hamburg. Pettenkofer, unlike
Virchow and Koch, is not a convert to the water cholera
theory; he apparently believes that Mr. Hart's explanation of
the East London 1866 epidemic is inadequate without resort
to the ground-water theory. What does Pettenkofer, who is
announced to have been in Hamburg, say on this occasion ?
The whole question might now with advantage be discus3ed
at one of the medical societies. I hope it may be put on the
programme.-I am, etc.,

Oct. 10th. ASIATICUS.

SCHOOLBOYS' MEALS.
SIR,-I am glad to see this subject is attracting attention,

and agree with " Paterfamilias " in much of what he says.
I know Epsom College well, and am much satisfied with the

general tone and educational results so far as my sons are con-
cerned. The one complaint I have heard has been in regard

to the dietary, not that it is insufficient in quantity, but that
there is a want of variety-vegetables are said to be practically
absent, except potatoes, and they are not of the best quality,
from all accounts. Beer for youths at school I decidedly
object to, as it is not necessary to health, and only tends to
habits better to be avoided.
My suggestions are: stop beer, and give a liberal supply of

milk and vegetables of the best quality. I do not consider it
necessary, except under special circumstances, that boys
should have meat to breakfast; but those who like it should
certainly have the chance of properly made porridge, with
good milk, in addition to the ordinary tea-bread-and-butter
breakfast. There is porridge, I am informed, but rarely good,
and badly prepared porridge is very unpalatable. The above
remarks are solely made in the best interests of the College,
with the conviction that the able aciministrators of the insti-
tution will speedily remove all such causes of complaint.-I
am, etc.,

Oct. lOth. WELL WISHER.
*** We feel assured that the authorities at Epsom are only

desirous of consulting the real interests of the boys in the
matter of diet as of other things, and will readily consider any
proposals, and adopt such as are in their final judgment ad-
visable. We may mention that the Treasurer, Dr. Holman,
has already taken steps to put himself in friendly communi-
cation with " Paterfamilias," the author of the letter on this
subject in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of October 8th, to
whom we have, at Dr. Holman's request, forwarded a com-
munication.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES,
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

ASSESSOR FOR M.D DEGREE.-Dr. Donald MacAlister has been reap-
pointed Assessor to the Regius Professor of Physic for the current aca-
demical year.
FELLOWSHIPS.-Mr. T. F Dufton, B.A., First Class Natural Sciences

Tripos, Part I, 1887, and Part II, 1889, has been elected to a Fellowship at
TrinityCollege; and Mr. A. Hutchinson. M.A., of Christ'sCollege, FirstClass
Natural Sciences Tripos, Part I, 1886, Part I1, 1888. has been elected to a
Fellowship in Pembroke College; in each case for distinction in Che-
mistry. Mr. Hutchinson is a recognised teacher of chemistry in the
Medical School. Mr. W. B. Hardy, M.A., Junior Demonstrator of Physi-
ology, has also been elected to a Fellowship at (ionville and Caius Col-
lege.
EXAMINATION IN SANITARY SCIENCE FOR D.P.H.-The following candi-

dates have satisfied the examiners in both parts of the examination -

J. Barr, M.B., C. M. Glas. : M. M. Bowlan, M. B., B. S. Durh., London; W.
H. Brazil, M.D., M.R.C.S., Bolton-le-Moor; C. H. H. Cameron,
L R.C.P., M.R.C.S., Eastbourne; W. C. Downs, M.B., (C.M.Glas., Ud-
dingston; J. Elias, M.R.C.S., Glamorgan; A. G. R. Foulerton,
L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., London; J. K. Frost, M.R C.S.. Longtown; H.
R. Jones, M.A., M.D.Cantab., Liverpool; M. A. Khan, L.R.C.P.,
M.R.C.S., London; J. Mason, L.R.C.P.E., Blyth; L. P. Mumby,
M.B., M.R.C.S.. London; W. Permewan, M.D., F.R.C.S., Liverpool;
E. Scott, M.R.C.S., London; G. Severs, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., Bingley;
J. Watson, M.B. Durh., F.R.C S.E., L.R.C P, Newbury; E. M. Wil-
son, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., London; M. G. Yange-Bateman, M.R.C.S.,
Hampstead.

CONGRESS AT RoME.-The Regius Professor of Physic, Dr. D. MacAlister'
and Professor A. Macalister have been nominated by the Special Board
for Medicine as delegates to represent the Medical Faculty at the Inter-
national Medical Congress to be held at Rome in September next.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.
THE following gentlemen have passed the Second Professional Examira-
tion for the degrees of M.B. and C. M.:
W. H. Bryce. W. Catto, M.A.. J. Cookson. A. Cowper, R. P. Dawson, T.

Dewar, W. G. Donald, W. J. Garbutt, T. Gibson, J. 1). Gregorson, C.
W. Holme, G. Hudson, J. W. Hyslop, C. W. A. Jones, R. E. Legat,
T. P. Monteath, B.A., J. L. Owen, A. P. Percival, W. Rideh, W. H.
Robertson, S. Saliba, A. Selkirk, H. Steven, J. M. Sutter, R. K.
Tarden, T. J. Thomson.

Mr. J. Mclver has passed the first part (that is, Anatomy and Phy-
siology) of the same examination.

The following gentlemen have passed the First Professional Examina.
tion for the Degrees of M.B. and C.M.-
W. C. Anderson. A. R. Bankart, F. M. Black, N. T. Bond, W. J. W. W.

Borthwick, J. W. P. Boyd, A. Cameron, N. N. S. Carmichael, J. 0.
Coker, J. Cowie, V. M. Daly, R. H. Drennan, A. M. Elliot, J. R.
Forster, D. Fraser. M. Gillespie, P. Grant, F. T. Griffin, F. E. Gunter,
J. F. Hall, A. A. Hudson, J. E. Knox, H. Latham, A. T. Law, W.
Lawton, A. W. B. Livesey, G. F. Longbotham, D. W. K. Lyall, A. M.
Macdonald. J. Macfarlane, A. V. Macgregor, MI. Mackay, M.A., W.
C. Macknight, W. M'Lean, T. M. Martin, C. E. Maude, B.A., R. F.
Michell, J. 0. Morrison, A. Newell. B.A.. A. A. O'Hara, J. Owen,
M. Parkinson, H. J. Pechell, J. D. Pollock, W. M. Robertshaw
A. C. Stanberg, C. E. Stephens, F. W. Sydenham, J. B. Thomson
F. R. van Langenberg, A. Ward, A. J. Wheatley, C. W. Williams,
G. S. Williams, J. G. Williamson.
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