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which, in the original descriptions, are not sufficiently
explained.
We can recommend this little work with very great con-

fidence to those who are engaged in histological research. It
is well brought up to date, the only omissions that strike one
being the more recent methods of hardening and staining
nerve tissues. The work is well printed and is in handy form
for laboratory or class-room reference.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
Zur Kenntniss de specfischen Gewichtes des B.utes. (On the

Specific Gravity of Blood.) By SOPHIE SCHOLKORF. Inaug.
Dissertation. (Bern: Stampfli et Cie. 1892.)-Professor Roy
was the first to introduce a working method for obtaining the
specific gravity of such small quantities of blood as can be
obtained from a finger prick. This method consists in placing
drops of blood in various mixtures of glycerine and water of
known specific gravity until one is found in which the drop
neither rises nor falls. Various modifications have been pro-
posed in the fluid used, and of these Hammerschlag's
(benzene and chloroform) appears to be the best. The present
research by Madame Scholkoff was carried out on healthy and
pathological blood much in the same way as Dr. Lloyd Jones
has already done in this country. She, however, did not use
any of the modifications of Roy's method, but the capillary
pienometer of Schmaltz instead. The chief results obtained
are (1) that the method is a good one, (2) that the specific
gravity of healthy blood is directly proportional to the
amount of heemoglobin, though not to the number of cor-
puscles present, (3) the daily variations are small, a rise
taking place after meals, (4) in different forms of anaemia
there is a marked fall in the specific gravity of the blood. Ob-
servations on the blood in a large number of other diseases
are given, but the number of cases of each are so small that
the conclusions stated appear to require confirmation.

Ueber den EinJfuss in den Magen eingefiihrter Sauren und Alka-
lien auf die Alkalescenz des menschlichlen Blutes und auf die Re-
action des Harns. (Effect of Administering Acids and Alkalies
on the Reaction of the Blood and Urine.) By A. FRENDBERG.
Inaug. Dissertation. (Berlin: G. Reimer. 1891.)-Dr. Frend-
berg has employed the usual methods of titration in examin-
ing the reaction of urine; thanks to the researches of v.
Jaksch, he was also furnished with a method of estimating
the alkalinity of the blood; this method, which may be de-
scribed as titration in miniature with tartaric acid, is ap-
plicable to such small quantities of blood as are obtainable
in clinical work. The influence of administering acids and
alkalies on the alkalinity of the blood was often nil, and never
very great. The effect on the urine corresponded exactly to
the agent given. The latter conclusion is of therapeutic in-
terest; the former seems to suggest that the blood has a
regulating mechanism in relation to its alkalinity.

Puberty and the Change of Life: a Bookfor Women. By J. 0.
WEBSTER, M.D., M.R.C.P.E., Assistant to the Professor of
Midwifery and Diseases of Women in the University of Edin-
burgh. Price Is. (Edinburgh: E. and S. Livingstone.)-We
find it hard to understand why the author should have written
this book. We find no fault with it; its information is accu-
rate and its advice sound. But in our opinion a girl at puberty
had much better ask her mother about anything that perplexes
her, than read a work like this; and a mother anxious about
either her daughter or the approach of her own climacteric
changes will be wiser if she consults a doctor than after the
most thorough study of Dr. Webster's pamphlet. We hope
that Dr. Webster's ability and energy may not be further
diverted from scientific work by any supposed necessity for
popular manuals of this kind.

UNIVERSITY OF INNSBRUCI.-The total number of students
in the University of Innsbruck during the last summer
semester was 849, of whom 267 belonged to the medical
faculty. The teaching staff numbers 17 professors and 3
lecturers, who, during the forthcoming winter semester, will
give 42 courses of lectures and practical instruction.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

AN ANTISEPTIC POCKET CASE.
IT has occurred to me that, in this age of antiseptics when
all our operation instruments are being made with metal
handles so that they may be rendered thoroughly aseptic, we
have not paid that amount of attention to our pocket books
that the importance of the case requires. To this end I have
had an aseptic book made, of which all the instruments can
be rendered easily and thoroughly aseptic. The handles of,
the knives being made entirely of metal allows of them being
placed in the steam steriliser without harm, in fact, withi
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marked benefit, as they are cleaned and sterilised at one and
the same time. This pocket book I am sure will supply a
much needed want of my busy brethren, and as the case costs
considerably less than the usual shell-handled knives I take
it that it will not on that account be any the less acceptable.
My ideas have been faithfully carried out by Messrs. Evans

and Wormull, 31, Stamford Street, S.E.
A. DIXON JOLLYE, M.R.C.S.,

Medical Officer, St. Luke's Home for Sick Women
and Children, Waiworthi; Surgeon, St. Stephen's

Club, Westminster.

A SIMPLE DROP BOTTLE.
I SUBMIT the plan shown in the accom-

*1!lj 2̂ panying illustration of making a "chloro-
form-drop " bottle out of an ordinary
glass stoppered bottle as being simple
and effective. The notches may be made

- with an ordinary edged file. When in
8itu the stopper can be made to turn on or
off like a tap.

J. H. MCGEE.
Mater Misericordie Hospital, Dublin.

DR. A. LINGAARD has been appointed to the Civil Veterinary
Department, Calcutta, as Professor of Bacteriology and
Comparative Pathology, in charge of the Imperial Bacteri-
ological Laboratory, with the title of Imperial Bacteri-
ologist.
BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY AT CALCUTTA.-A new biological

laboratory is about to be established in the Calcutta Zoolo-
gical Gardens. Babu Joy Gobinda Law, a member of one of
the wealthy native families of Bengal, has offered 15,000 rupees
towards the cost of the building and its equipment. The
laboratory is primarily designed for the investigation of snake
poison with the view of finding an antidote if possible, but
it will also be available for anatomical and pathological
researches.
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