
AUG. 20, 1892.1 LETTERS, NOTES, ETC. [DICALJOURNL 447

LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THB OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVBD ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONS respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORs desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRBSPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

I Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted, will be
found under their respective headings.

4JUER1E1.

NIGHT BELL asks where he can get a luminous night bell plate, and what
price.

C. writes: Will any reader of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL kindly state
earliest date to his knowledge when sanitary pads were first used before
the year 1880.

Ma. J. B. LENDRUM (County Hospital, York) asks: What is the exact
composition of the solution of iodoform ether used by von Bergmann
in his tuberculous cases?

DR. BIDDLE (Merthyr Tydfil), who has a patient who is nearly blind, and
incurable, wishes to know of an institution where the case would be
taken in upon small payment. He is a man, aged about 40; who has
been in business, but is now entirely dependent upon his friends.

SKIFFARD asks what are the best books to read for the L R.C.P. and L.M.
Ireland.
*** Any of the ordinary textbooks will be found sufficient. A candi-

date is expected to have a sufficient knowledge of all the subjects spe-
cified in the College prospectus.

NEMO writes: I have recently had presented to me by a patient a battery
containing a 30-cell constant current and a faradic current In the same
case. I should feel obliged if you would inform me which is the best
work on medical electricity for reading up the subject from a general
practitioner's point of view, and the one which is most free from de-
scriptions of various batteries one does not happen to possess.
*** Dr. De Watteville's Medical Electricity, or Medical Electricity, by

Steavenson and Lewis Jones.

WANTED RECORDS OF WINTER SUNSHINE.
V. G. writes: Can any of your readers inform me of any books or
pamphlets giving sunshine records in the Riviera and Algiers ?

TREATMENT OF HYPERTUCHOSIS.
M.B. has a lady patient suffering from superfluous growth of hair on
upper lip. She is very anxious to havethem removeK M.B. would like
to know if there is any treatment which is permanently satisfactory ?

OUT-DOOR ASSISTANCE TO THE BLIND.
BARTIM2EUS asks whether there is an institution which gives relief or as-
sistance (out-door) to the totally blind. He makes the inquiry in the
interest of a man about 50, totally blind and consequently unable to
maintain himself.

SPRAYS AND A THEORY.
H.L.D. desires to know whether an alkaline or other spray has been used
for Inhalation in rheumatic fever, with a view to prevent or cire endo-
carditis, on the theory that the irritant in the blood in this disease is
intensified while it s circulating through the lungs ?

UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS AND THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.
L.R.C.P. writes: Is it contrary to the ruling of the General Medical

C,ouncil for a dulv qualifled medical practitioner to keep an unquali-
fied assistant to aispense and do midwifery, the assistant to reside
in the house of the principal? I am anxious to have a former assistant
back again, he being a much better man all round than the three or
four qualified whom I bave had.
*** We are not aware that the General Medical Councilhavetaken ob-

jection to the employment, under the continuous personal supervision
of the principal, of a competent resident assistant to help in dispensing
and midwifery work. But the numerous contretemps that have occurred
when the principal's supervision is even temporarily relaxed :make it a
very, questionable policy to employ unqualified men for such work.

ANSWERS.

R.O.B.-If the facts are as stated they should certainly be reported to the
police authorities.

T. F. R.-It is hardly worth noticing; it is probably the act of some
foolish illiterate patient.

ANExous.-Boaler's action, like his previous actions, which were alleged
to have cost something like £30,000, is against the Briton Medical and
General Life Assurance Association, and not against the British Medi-
cal Association, so that " Anxious " may set his fears at rest.

A MEMBER should notify his change of residence to his patients by is-
suing to them, but not to other people's patients, an ordinary address
card, with the words, "Change of address," printed on the top, with
the old address, with a line struck through it, on the left hand bottom
corner, and the new address engraved in the right hand bottom corner.

THE CLIMATE OF NEW ZEALAND.
T. E. A. would probably find the information he requires In Dr. Coupland
Taylor's lVanderings in Searcel of Health (Lewis, Gower Street), and in
Lindsay's Climatic Treatment of Consumption (Macmillan).

A FATHER's BITTER CRY.
M.R.C.S., L.S.A. would suggest that " Country Doctor" should endeavour
to make his son act as dispenser to some surgeon, for which work he
would get a salary only sufficient for the bare necess ities of life; of
course, " Country Doctor" would not augment the salary earned. He
knows a case in which a most incorrigible and lazy student had such a
treatment applied to him, and, after two years of such work, he buckled
to and qualified, and is now holding an important appointment and
doing well.

F.R.C.S.ENG. writes: I would advise " Country Doctor " to send his son
for examination for the L.R.C.P. Edinburgh; and, if he should fail, it
will be best for him to give up all idea of becoming a doctor, and take
up farming in Canada or orange growing in Florida, where there is
every prospect of success for any young man who is steady and willing
to work.

J.M.C. writes in answer to " Country Doctor": Let him apply to Messrs.
Scott and Jackson, Limited, 15, Cockspur Street, Charing Cross, where
he will obtain all the information he desires in regard to the colonies
and America, and who will also take a responsibility in the matter for
one or two years.

NOTES. LETTERS, Etc.

ERRATA.-In the list of members present at the annual meeting, pub-
lished in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOUIRNAL of August 13th, for " Lawson
Tait, L.R.C.P.Ed.," read Lawson Tait, F.R.C.S.Eng.; for " J. B. Har-
greaves, F.R.C.S.," read J. B. Hargreaves, F.R.C.S.Edin.

RINGWORM.
MR. CRAWFORD WARREN, F.R.C.S.I. (Dublin) writes: Having recently
read several articles in the medical papers as to the treatment of rin-
worm, and as I have had much experience in the treatment of ths'
affection in India. where it is very prevalent, I would suggest the fol-
lowing-namely, the affected region should first be washed with soap
and warm water containing a little carbonate of soda, and then we=
dried. Acetic acid should then be thoroughly applied with a small
brush, and after the lapse of about flve minutes whenthe acid will have
soaked into the part, an ointment composed of chrysophanic acid
-60 grains to an ounce of lanolin-should be rubbed in. This treat-
ment should be carried out daily for such a period as may be necessary.

UNREAD PAPERS AT NOTTINGHAM.
KNOTS writes: Apropo8 the criticism in the columns of the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL and elsewhere regarding papers read and not read
at the last annual meeting of the British Medical Association, will You
kindly permit me, as a humble member-almost a complete outsider -
unknown, or at least unnoticed, by any clique; without touting friends:
and one of the unfortunates who was quietly pushed to one side at
Nottingham-to ask the favour of space in your next issue for the fol-
lowing facts ?
Long before any paper was publicly announced I wrote to a Sectional

Vice-President that 1 would like to read a short practical paper on a
very Important as well as a very debatable subject. In due course the
paper was announced, and I heard nothing more about it until after
my arrival at Nottingham. My sole aim was to expose a bad, very bad,
present dav teaching in a particular practice and strive to have it
amended. If wrong myself I was open to conviction and, If necessary,
correction by a tribunal of special judges sitting in the special Section,
and I was full of hope that good results would follow the discussion.
I was, however, doomed to disappointment.
The Section in which I wishedto read it had undoubtedlythe advantage

of a very able and exceedingly courteous honorary secretary-one of the
rising men in his department; but his hands seemed to be tied in some
mysterious way when he informed me that my paper could not possibly
be read till the last day of the meeting-and only then if time per-
mitted! This unexpected intimation, I need hardly say, both astonished
and annoyed me. Thinking as a matter of course that " first in would
be flrst served," I expected an early call, and had made arrangements
to be at home on Friday; consequently my paper was not read and the
subject of it still remains unravelled.
Might I venture to suggest the advisability of appointing a Committee

of Selection in London, to reguate the papers to be read and the order
in which they should be read at our future annual gatherings, and so
try to prevent confusion and also avoid regrettable disappointments
and annoyances, which are often as unintentional as they are certainly
deplorable.
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