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preparations. The diagnosis of duodenal ulcer was often
difficult. A noteworthy symptom in the perforation periton-
itis of the duodenal as well as the gastric ulcer was a severe
pain, localised in the right iliac fossa, with tenderness and
increased resistance of the abdominal parietes in that region.
It was important to bear this in mind, as such cases might
easily be mistaken for perforation peritonitis from an ulcerat-
ing appendicitis. Those cases where more definite symptoms
occurred might he divided into certain groups, according to
the situation of the ulcer. WV'here the ulcer was situated
close to the pylorus, the symptoms were the same as those of
a round ulcer of the stomach. AWrhen the ulcer was situated
close to the openinig of the common bile duct there was local-
ised pain, coming on some hours after meals, hamatemesis
and melhena, and wlhen the ulcer cicatrised persistent jaun-
dice, varying in intensity, appeared. One patient was ex-
hibited who, thiree years ago, lhad had severe attacks of hTma-
temesis, and this wvas followed a year after by jaundice whiclh
bad persisted, but whiclh varied in intensity. When the
jaundice became more marked there was pain in the right
hypoehondriuim, and(I wvitlh the cessation of pain the jaundice
diminished. Anotlher patient began to suffer from pain after
meals and repeated attacks of vomiting four years ago. Six
months after the onset, of the symptoms jaundice slowly
developed, and had persisted since. Laparotomy showed the
absence of any gall stones either in the gall bladder or com-
mon bile duct, atu(d the jaundice remained the same after the
operation. Where the ulcer was situated beyond the opening
of the commoni bile duct, the diagniosis could be made if
there were stenosis of the duodenum from the cicatrisation of
the ulcer. In these cases, as shiowin by Boas and others, there
was dilatation of the stomach and duodenum, and the exami-
nation of the contents of the dilated stomach showed the con-
stant presence of bile, and thecontents had an alkaline reaction,
and gave evidence of the presence of pancreatic ferment.
Reducible Ingquinal Ihernia. -Mr. E. STANMORE BISHOP

pointed out that the eflicient cause of reducible was distinct
from that of stranigulated hernia, and suggested that it was in
the majority of cases due to incessant coughing; that the fact
that this produced rupture in certain cases was not a proof of
poor coInstitutionl, inasmuch as it was more frequently found
in old men, wiho lhad outlived their fellows, and thus given
proof of a more wiry build. The question of radical cure and
its prospect of permanency depended greatly upon the view
taken of the cause, because if the cause could be removed and
the patient was otherwise healthy, the permanence of the
repair of its effect was probable; if, on the other hand, the
cause was onie, as a strain or violent effort, to wlhich all were
liable to exposure at any time, and the fact that such cause
produced this effect in the particular case was proof of poor
lax fibre and feeble constitution, no operation had a chance
of permanent success. He reviewed the various operations
performed for radical cure, and showed that AMacewen's ope-
ration introduce(d a new principle, " the principle of the
truss." The various methods of forming the pad and the
advantages of each were described. The method of uniting
the spring of the natural truss suggested by Greig Smith was
described and its advantage over the older one. Mr. Bishop
referred to 14 cases of his own, with no mortality, and showed
2; no truss had been worn since the operation, and the
closure appeared absolutely secure.

The Treatment of "Attic" Stppuration by Excision of the
Auditory Ossicles.-D)r. MILLIGAN read a paper on this sub-
ject. In an analysis of :375 cases of ear disease, suppurative
inflammation in the tympanic "attic" was found 12 times.
The theories as to the origin of the disease were discussed,
special reference being made to Watt's theory and to the
theory of the tubal origin of tlhe disease. The indications for
excision of the auditory ossicles were (1) chronic purulent
disease of the tymp)anic attic, and (2) caries of thle ossicles.
Four cases were narrated in which the malleus and the
remaining l)ortions of the membrana tympani were excised.
The method of operation and the special instruments required
were described.

1 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, December 5th, 1891, p. 1197.

ERRATUM.-In the report of the November meeting of the Medical Sec-
tion of the Royal Academily of Medicine in Ireland, in the BRITISH MEDI-
CAL JOURNAL of December 5th, 1891, page 1209, line 2 from the top of the
page, for "phytogenous " read " hyphogenous."

REVIEWS AND NOTICES,
LECSONS DE THERAPEUTIQUE. Par GEORGES HAYEM, Professeur
de Therapeutique et de MatiChre M6dicale h la Facult6 de
AM6decine de Paris. 3me S5rie. Les Medications. Paris:
G. Masson, Editeur. 1891.

THIs volume comprises the lectures on therapeutics delivered
by the author durinig the year 1889, and is the third part of
what will, when finished, form a complete textbook. Tie-
plan of the work differs in many essential points from that of,
most others on the same subject. Usually the study of thera-
peutics proper is made subordinate to materia medica; tlhe
remedy is taken as a starting poiInt, is considered with regard
to its chemistry and preparations, and after this comes an ac--
count of its therapeutic uses. Such books should be styled
works oIn materia medica and pharmacology; true thlera-
peutics can only be mastered at the bedside. As it was ob-
viously impossible to provide patients as illustrations, MI.
HAYEMN has adopted the next best plan, and has taken for hiis.
keynote the elements of disease. Plharmacology has been
made subservient to this purpose in a manner which will be
new to English readers. The order of discussion is as follows:
(a) the symptom, its character and possible pathology; (b)
the group of drugs capable of influencing the conditions de-
scribed, with their pharmacological action as ascertained by
experiment; (c) the special utility of eacll of the drugs dis-
cussed.
All lecturers on therapeutics will agree that their task is

rendered doubly difficult by thle fact that they have gener-
ally to undertake also the teaching of materia medica. M_
Hayem has done as little as possible in this way; in fact, he
has wisely confined himself to a consideration of active prin-
ciples, leaving Galenical preparations to be learnt independ-
ently. He has thus been able to devote a great deal more
attention th-ian is usually possible to the mode of action of the
substances considered. The description of the functional trou-
bles of nervous origin, for instance, has given the opportunity
of considering the physiological and therapeutic properties of
tlle long list of agents which act on the various parts of the-
nervous system. In this group we find discussed not only tle-
olderremedies, but also tlienewerdrugs-antipyrin, antifebrin,.
and plhenacetin. Again, the medication applicable to circu-
latory troubles has not been considered without discussion of
the most recent investigations on drugs which have been
found either directly or indirectly to influence the heart and'
circulation. Treated in this way, the introduction of "plhar-
maco-dynamics " into therapeutics properly so-called shoula
do much to convince even the most unbelieving that the study
of the physiological action of drugs is not without great value
to medicine. Pharmacology appears less barren, and thera-
peutics is seen to rest on a much firmer basis than that of'
mere empiricism and pedantic routine.

AI. Hayem has not, however, confined his attention to drugs
as the only means of relieving symptoms. Wlhile admitting,
for example, that pain, when intense, must be relieved by
morphine or some similar drug, he is not content with resting
here. Something must also be done to influence the cause of
pain, and for this purpose such other agents as electricity,,
massage, and " suggestion " are all pressed into service.
WVith regard to electricity especially, we learn a very great'
deal as to the best methods for its employment in particulai-
instances. The applications of " metallo-therapeutics " are
not, however, quite convincing to the English mind, although
M. Hayem on this point follows closely the teaching of the-
Salp6triK?re school.
The remarks on new remedies are very true. Real progress

in therapeutics, says AI. Hayem, does not depend merely on
the discovery of new remedies, but on a correct understandilg'
of their mode of action. The recent development of experi-
mental pathology has in many instances completely revolu-
tionised our ideas as to the causation of disease. A great part
of the medication of the future will probably be devoted to
arresting the formation of pathogenic substances by the cells;
of the body, or to their transformation, if already produced,.
into innocuous substances. It was at first thought that the;
antiseptics would be the best agents for this purpose. It isy
however, probable that other substances-possibly the proe_
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