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the question of the enlargement of the infirmary on the pre-
sent site, at a meeting of the City Council it was requested
that no plans should be passed by the Improvement Com-
mittee until the Council had an opportunity of understanding
what it was the Infirmary Board proposed to do.
At the same meeting the following new rule was proposed:

"That students enterinig for medical and surgical practice at
the infirmary shall pay to the infirmary funds on entering an
entrance fee according to the following scale: perpetual fee,
£10 lOs.; annual fee, £5 5s.; half-yearly fee, £3 3s.; and quar-
terly fee, £1 Ils. 6d." In the course of the (liscussion on the
adoption of this new rule it was stated that the fees from
students amounted to £1,764 in 1887, £2,894 in 1888, £2,814 in
1889, £3,234 in 1890, and £3,696 in 1891. At present a very large
share of these fees is received by the medical staff of the in-
firmary. Objection was taken to the adoption of the new
rule, and ultimately it was agreed that consideration of the
motion be deferred, and that the Infirmary Board and Medical
Board be requested to endeavour to make an arrangement re-
garding the students' fe-es.
The recent deaths at the infirmary followving the adminis-

tration of chloroform appear to have given rise to some uneasi-
ness in the public mind. The D)eputy City Coroner held an
inquiry last week into the circumstances attending the death
of a girl aged 6. It appears that the girl accidentally got a
bead up lher nose; she was taken to the infirmary, chloroform
was administered, and the bead extracted. Three hours after-
wards she was seized witlh convulsions, and died in a few
minutes. The coroner did not suggest that chloroform had
anything to do with the cause of death. D)eath was due to
plugging of the pulmonary artery, there being nothing to sug-
gest that chloroform lhad anything to do with the cause of
death.

CORRESPONDENCEE
THE IRISH DISPENSARY DOCTOR.

SIR,-I lhave observe(d in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
August 8t1 a coiimmunication signed " A Poor-law Guardian,"
to which I would wislh to say a word in reply. In the first
place wve (the distressed Irish dispensary doctors) are, I anm
sure, oiie and all much obliged to our confr're for putting in a
word in Season for us. Quite a chanige for anly of these gen-
tlemen to advocate ot1r grievances. Nevertheless, I should
like to ask hinii why it is that the dispensary doctor somiie-
times appears ill the chlaracter of land agenit, farmer, yea, and
horsedealer too. I wvould answver the unfortunate doctor is
very gla(l to, anid, I nmay add. in inany cases, compelled to
augment hiis miserabl]le salary by anly honest means at hiis
commanid in consequence of (1) competition, (2) small and
inadequate remnuneration paid him by gentlemen like hiimself
(the guardian), (3) unavoidable expenses in fulfilling the very
laborious duties required of him. I would also like to in-
quire, does lie kniow of any onie instance whlere the dispen-
sary doctor hIas neglected hiis duty as a result of these posi-
tions to wlhichli e talkes exception? Our present position
requires to be improved, and in order to attain this object I
would urge that it is essentially necessary for us one and all
to combine and form ourselves into ani association. Those of
us who are placed in a more favoured situation than our dis-
tressed brothers-in-arms, must act, one and all, andwork for our
common good; yes, and if necessary agitate-we Irish are
fond of this miieans of securinig our rights. I am in a posi-
tion to be able to say that a promiinent MIember of Parlia-
ment (and a fi-lrting one too) admitted to me that our present
unsatisfactory p sition dlemands the attention of the Govern-
ment, and he also stated lie would gladly, wlhen we ourselves
take the initiative, take up the cudgels for us and fight our
case in Parliament. I anm, etc.,
Caledon. R. D. PATTERSON (ONE OF THEM).

SIR,-I perceive in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of August
8th that a ' Poor-law Guardian " has hit the nail direct on
the head. The Irish poor will never be properly attended to
until the medical officer is paid, and well paid, to devote his
whole time to the duties, as I can exemplify, and just give
one instance out of many that occurred within my own
district.

Pat, a poor labouring man, raps at the doctor's door at 2
o'clock A.M. Doctor's wife puts her head out of the window:
What do you want? Pat: If you please, ma'm, my wife has
been in bed for two nights and a day very bad in labour, and
the women say she is miglhty bad and won't live till daylight,
and here is a line from the relieving officer for the doctor to
come at once, or Biddy will be dead entirely. Doctor's wife:
Give me the ticket, my good man. The doctor (who is com-
fortably in bed) was called out two hours ago, and we don't
expect him home till breakfast time, when I will send him
to your wife the minute he returns. Pat: Please, ma'm, I
will wait and hurry him, as by all accounts Biddy is far
through-- Doctor's wife: Oh! by no means, my good man;
be assured I will send the doctor the very soonest when he
gets home. Poor man returns home with the news that the
doctor is not at home, but will come as soon as he can.
3 o'clock A.m. another rap; doctor's wife proceeds to the win-
dow, and inquires sharply if Pat is back again, but another
voice asks: Is the doctor within, as Mrs. ---, the county
magistrate's lady, has been taken ill, and he is wanted at
once. Doctor's wife: The doctor will be with you imme-
diately, good man; and away she runs to rouse Mick, the
servant, to get up at once and harness the mare, to drive the
doctor to Mr. -'s, and " be quick, Mick, for the doctor
is nearly dressed." In a short time time thle doctor is at
Mrs. -'s bedside, and the poor man's wife, who is
labouring with a cross-birth waits till it is convenient for him
to come, when her baby is dead, and the poor motlher follows
in a week, having become too weak to rally when relief came.
For the sake of the suffering Irish poor the system cannot

be changed a day too soon. So long as the medical officer is
appointed and paid under the impression-and on such a
scale as to justify it-that he is only to devcte hiis " spare
time" to the poor, so long will the service continue the
mockery it is in many respects and in many places.-I am,
etc., NOT A DISPENSARY DOCTOR.

THE DANGERS OF CHLOROFOIRM.l
SiR,-Mr. O'Callaghan advises the "complete prohibition,"

by legislative interference if necessary, of chloroform as an
aniesthetic. In advocating the use of ethier and urging on hiis
professional hrethren the demerits of chloroform as an
ana,sthetic, Mr. O'Callaghan is well within his rights,
but when he goes beyond this and seeks legislative prohibi-
tion of any drug, he is attempting to deprive the members
of the medical profession of the right of private judgment
and he becomes a persecutor. Mr. O'Callaglan condemns
chloroform: therefore no surgeon must avail himself of its
well-known anaesthetic properties. AW'hat evidence lhave we
that Mr. O'Callaahan will limit hlis prohibition to clhloroform?

lie may draw up a listof condemned drugsand,if lie possesses
the power, prohibit their use.
But even supposing a prohibition ediet issued, how long

would its effects last ? We cannot prohibit posterity, we can
do no more than place our opinions on record for their in-
formation; why should we desire to do more for our contem-
poraries. Prohibition has, however, been tried witli drugs:
Basil Valentine and his disciples were prohibited from using
tartar emetic; bleeding w-as prohibited; and Anibroi--e Pare
had to defend himself from the charge of stayinig bleeding by
ligature-an infidel practice. No surgeon to-day troubles his
head about the above-named prohibitions; they commence
practice unconscious of their existence, and a similar fate
would await Mr. O'Callaghan's coveted legislation.
Ether in Alr. O'Callaghan's hainds has produced no bad

effects, and on his escape from such untoward accidents lie is
to be congratulated; other surgeons are not so fortunate: not
long since in this city a young lady under the influence of
ether as an aniesthetic became maniacal, and has remained so
ever since. It is much to be regretted that this interesting
and instructive case, which occurred in the practice of one of
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