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NOTES ON BOOKS.
Report of the Annual General Meeting of the Chemical Society,

1889.-After alluding to the history of the Society during the
past year, the President (Mr. W. Crookes) gave some account of
his recent researches on the behaviour of substances under the in-
fluence of the electric discharge in a high vacuum, with especial
reference to their spectroscopic reactions. The substances treated
of by Mr. Crookes on this occasion were the rare earths, which
have occupied a considerable portion of his time for many years.
The general tendency of research in this branch of chemistry has
been at present to indicate the existence of an increasing number
of metals; earths, which were formerly considered to be pure and
simple substances, having been proved to be mixtures of different
earths which may be separated from one another by such pro-
cesses as fractional precipitation, etc. Mr. Crookes warns us that,
after one process of fractionation has done all it can in the direc-
tion of separating the different constituents of an earth from one
another, further separation may be effected by employing a dif-
ferent method, as he himself found in separating didymium and
samarium.1 As a result of his elaborate researches, Br. Crookes
arrives at the conclusion that there are a number of substances to
which he can hardly at present give the name of elements, but
which have hitherto resisted all efforts to split them up further;
and such substances he proposes to name provisionally " meta-
elements."

Festschr ftzurErofiung des neuen aliqemeinen Krankenhauses
zu Hamburg- 1ppendorf; herausgegeben von den Aerzten,
redigirt vonDr.C. EISENLO. (Hamburg: W.M. S6hne. 1889).
-This Fe8tschrift, commemorating the opening of the Hamburg
new General Hospital, consists of the following articles:
1. Dr. A. Kast: The Antiseptic Function of the Gastric
Juice Quantitatively Considered. 2. Dr. Max Schede: My
Experiences of Kidney Removal. 3.. Dr. C. G. Haase:
Notes on Operation for Cataract. 4. Dr. C. Lauenstein: i. The
Origin and Prevention of Internal Obstruction after Radical Opera-
tion for Large Ventral Hernia; ii. On Subcutaneous Fracture of
the Radius. 5. Dr. E. Fraenkel: i. A Case of Spontaneous Rupture
of thae Aorta; ii. A Case of Primary Sarcomsa of the Heart. 6. Dr.
Felix Wolff: i. The Relation of Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis to the
Infectious Diseases; ii. On the Etiology of Cerebro-Spinal Menin-
gitis in Hamburg. 7. Dr. C. Eisenlohr: The Pathology of Syphi-
litic Disease of the Posterior Columns of the Spinal Cord. S. Dr.
M. Nonne; Post-Mortem Appearances in a Case of Deficient
Patellar Reflex. 9. i. On Fibrinous Coagulation and Curschmann's
Spirals in the Sputum in Pneumonia; ii. A Case of Cortical Hemi-
anopsia with Post-Mortem Appearances. The medical and sur-
gical members of the staff of the Hamburg New General Hospital
must be congratulated, not only on the buildings and appoint-
ments of the hospital, which will attract general attention, but on
their highly interesting Fefttchrift.

In Accidents, and at Other Times. By E. L. HussEy. (Oxford:
Horace Hart).-This little book is a reprint of a lecture delivered
by Mr. Hussey in the year 1864 to the City of Oxford Companies
of the Oxfordshire Rifle Volunteers, and, in face of the many excel-
lent books, both large and small, on the subject of ambulance
work published since that date, the need of a third edition of this
sketchy little pamphlet does not seem clear. A single lecture on
such a subject as "ambulance work" can only draw the attention of
the audience to the great importance of acquiring such knowledge,
and this, indeed, is all that Mr. Hussey succeeds in doing. As a
practical guide to " first help " for a volunteer the book is worth-
less. On the subject of hiemorrhage, for example, Mr. Hussey
gives many instances where the bleeding has been severe, and
where he has been called in to attend, but his directions as to
treatment are most meagre, and no effort is made to indicate the
manner of controlling such important arteries as the subelavian
and femoral. Again, fractures are referred to in only the most
general way, and straw is the only available splint mentioned.
Fainting, drunkenness, drowning, and other emergencies, are
treated in an equally superficial manner. To be of any real value
ambulance instruction should be accompanied by practical illus-

1 Phil. Trans., Part ii, June 18th, 1885.

tration, as far as possible, on the living subject; the lectures
should be at least six in number, and the audience should at the
close of each demonstration have an opportunity of practically
testing their knowledge; they should compress the arteries, apply
splints, adjust bandages, and practice artificial respiration. Books
should only be used to refresh the memory. Mr. Hussey's lecture
was given in 1864, and since that time, as he states at the end of
the present third edition, "much interest has been shown in the
study of what is called 'first help,' and many books, large and
small, have been published under a wider view of what is wanted."
Mr. Hussey's little book has played its part, and its place has been
taken by others more practical and more detailed.

Ueber die topographischen Beziehungen des Eirns zum Schddel-
dach. By LUD. AUG. MtrLLER. (Berne: Schmidt, Franke,
and Cie. 1889.) (On the Topographical Relations of the Brain to
the Skull-cap. By Lug. Aug. Miiller).-We have had occasion
to call attention recently' to an important paper on this subject
by Messrs. Anderson and Makins, and we have here another by a
German observer. The method here adopted differs somewhat
from others, but the author has not fully appreciated what has
already been done. He draws two primary lines, one sagittal and
the other horizontal, from the glabella to the external occipital
protuberance, and divides each into a hundred ]parts. Then he
makes transverse arcs between the two primary lines by joining
the corresponding tenths, that is, each end of a transverse arc is
the same proportionate distance from the glabella on the two
primary lines. These give him certain lines from which he mea-
sures, in centimetres, the position of the important brain areas.
There is no doubt that by all the different methods of authors
these areas may be approximately found, but; that it is only an
approximation can be seen by carefully comparing them for any
definite point, as has been done by Anderson and Makins, and we
are impressed by the greater clearness and practical character
of the method of the latter authors. The percentage distances
and proportions of Dr. Miiller are practical, but the plan has
already been adopted by Mr. Hare, and Messrs. Anderson and
Makins give fractional distances. How far the cross lines given
by Dr. Muller will prove useful remains to be seen. But we recog-
nise the value of continued observations on this important subject
for the help of surgeons, and only feel that the results should
be rigidly tested by some such practical method as Messrs.
Anderson and Makins have proposed and adopted.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AD

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THEB

ATLTLTED SCIENCES.

SCHUHKRAFFT'S CRYSTALLISED PERUVIAN BARK (OR
SOLUBLE QUINQUINA).

THE sample of the above, which we have received from Messrs.
Burgoyne, Burbidges and Co., is a reddish-brown granular sub-
stance soluble in water. The solution has a decidedly sweet taste,
with very little bitterness. It strikes black with tinct. ferri per-
chloridi, like the ordinary preparations of bark, thus indicating
the presence of a tannin. It is stated on the label that it is
guaranteed to contain exactly its weight of the purest bark im-
ported direct from the plantations in Bolivia. This statement can
hardly be taken literally, for it is soluble in water, and no vege-
table tissue can be detected under the microscope.
The ordinary estimate of the value of a cinchona bark is based

upon the amount of alkaloids which it contains. The Britiih
Pharmacopoeia gives as a standard 5 to 6 per cent. of total alka-
loids for the bark to be used in making the various preparations.
These preparations are very bitter, and, roughly, this bitterness is
a test- of their quality. We do not see any statement in the
pamphlet accompanying the sample as to the alkaloidal value of
the crystallised Peruvian bark. It is well known that the effi-
cacy of bark is chiefly due to the alkaloids it contains, yet it pos-
sesses certain properties of its own. The cincho-tannic acid
present is powerfully astringent, and this contributes in some

1 JOURNAL, October 19th, 1889.
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