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THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
I.

THE annual meeting of 1888 may be said to mark the com-

mencement of a new stage in the history of the Royal College
of Surgeons of England. To that meeting the governing body
submitted the usual report of the events of the year, including
a very inadequate account of the proceedings before the Privy
Council relative to the grant of a Supplementary Charter. Their
report is, in this matter, characteristic of their present policy.
It practically ignores the proceedings and representations of
the Members' Association as distinguished from the Fellows.

Except that the world is informed that the President was

good enough to report to the Council the resolutions passed
at the last annual meeting, the Report is silent as to the
dlaims so urgently and publicly pressed by the great body of
the College. We are told, without a hint of reasons or a

word of apology, that the Council, after receiving the Presi-
dent's copy of the resolution, " did not propose to ask for any

change in the terms of the Charter for which they had applied
to the Privy Council." But the Members have at least the
consolation of knowing that the protests of the Fellows fared
no better. The Privy Council did indeed summon the Coun-
cil to make some reply to the powerful " statement " for-
warded to Mr. George Pollock, and, under compulsion, they
forwarded a singularly weak and inaccurate " reply." To this
Mr. Pollock was permitted to furnish a " rejoinder," the logic
of which was still more cogent than before, and which
directly alleged some serious misrepresentations in the docu-
ment produced by the Council. But when this was for-
warded by the Privy Council, the College Governors re-

tired from the debate. They could not be at the trouble of
putting their final arguments on record. They suggested
instead that they would wish to have " an interview" with the
Lord President to pour into his private ear any "informa-
tion " he might require concerning Mr. Pollock's statements.
They do not even say whether they had this private oppor-

tunity, or whether other ways of influence, equally or still
more private, were opened out to them. The result in any

case was that, on April 26th, Mr. C. L. Peel wrote to ask if
they would take a maimed charter leaving out the positive
matters in controversy, and accepting those business provisions
to which in themselves neither the Fellows nor the Members
-objected, and to this somewhat lame conclusion the immediate
-contest came.

The Members of the College, however, could not be ex-
pected to accept any such result. They conceived, indeed,
that they had reason to protest against the cuirious decision
of the advisers of the Crown; and as soon as they heard of
it, they recorded their protest by a fresh petition, too late, ap-
parently, to secure a further hearing. They had taken the
distinct, if somewhat bold, position, that the present condition
of the constitution of the College is so utterly at variance both
with its ancient and essential character, and with the whole
exigency of modern conditions, that the Crown ought to with-
hold any fresh concession until an adequate scheme of reform
could be devised. It was said that the College must needs
have a new charter that it might hold more property. They
replied that an autocratic and irresponsible body already ad-
ministered far too much; and that the technical necessity of
further legal powers was a fitting opportunity to compel a re-
vision of a scheme of internal government, now plainly obso-
lete in conception and unsatisfactory in practice. Why the
ministers and officials who for these purposes are euphemistic-
ally described as " Her Majesty's Privy Council," rejected this
contention without any reason given, and without according
any opportunity for the full discussion, either with themselves
or with the advocates of the Council, is a question for Parlia-
mentary debate. But the decision to pass over their formal
protest on this branch of the argument did not imply any re-
jection of the main constitutional demand. Neither the Privy
Council nor the governing body have yet dealt with the vital
quiestion. And that, whether it be by friendly conference, or
by Parliamentary debate, or by legal proceedings, must inevi-
tably be dealt with soon.

The annual meeting, which is the modern representative of
the ancient " moot " at which the members of the Surgeons'
brotherhood managed the affairs of their profession, afforded
the appropriate occasion for the commencement of a new cam-
paign; and the resolutions, of which notice was given by Mr.
John Tweedy, Dr. Danford Thomas, Sir Guyer Hunter, and Mr.
Jabez Hogg, may be taken, we presume, as indicating broadly
the lines on which, if necessary, it may be fought. Some of
these were modified at the meeting, but they raised four points,
each of cardinal importance. Mr. Tweedy's motion censured
the Council for its neglect to carry out the very moderate re-
commendations made by the meeting of March, 1888, "that
the Fellows and Members should be admitted to a larger share
in the management of the College ;" " that no alteration
should be effected in the constitution or relations of the Col-
lege without the consent of Fellows and Members specially
convened to discuss such alteration ;" and " that the President
of the College shonld be elected annually by the Fellows.'
Dr. Danford Thomas moved a resolution calling for immediate
steps to ask for the embodiment in a public charter of the
concessions required, and inviting the Council to appoint a
Committee to confer with representatives of the Members and
Fellows, with a view to an amicable settlement.

Sir Guyer Hunter's resolution gave expression to the strong
dissatisfaction which is felt among the Members at the exist-
ing financial management, and resolved itself ultimately into a
demand that the body of the College should be consulted as to
all extraordinary expenditure. Mr. Jabez Hogg proposed to
move a final resolution going to the root of the matter. He
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proposed (1) to affirm the ancient rights of the Members; (2)
to declare that the powers and property now vested in the
Council are held by them in the nature of a trust for all the
Members; (3) to assert the constitutional right of Members
to meet together for discussion and furtherance of their com-
mon interest; and (4) to resolve that the claims made by the
Council to limit this essential right of meeting, by the l7th
by-law and otherwise, were "against common right, illegal,
and void." The President said that the solicitor would not
let him put this to the meeting, though it is not easy to see
why; but having made public note of their contention, the
Members did not press the point further than to pass a
politely worded request for the enactment of a by-law enabling
twenty members to obtain a meeting by requisition.

To the general principles and policy so outlined the meeting
gave its assent by the usual decisive majorities. The College,
therefore, has affirmed that there is need of a further Supple-
mental Charter to admit the Fellows and Members to a larger
share of governing power, by whatever reasonable concessions
that may be arranged; that the financial admilnistration is
even now responsible to the College, and requires to be con-
trqlled; and that some sufficient freedom of meeting is the
right of the constituent body, and may, therefore, if it be not
conceded by the Council, be enforced at law.

The situation thus arising is, we need not add, a matter of
the highest imlportance, not only to the College of Surgeons,
but to the whole profession. We have already taken part in
the preliminary discussions; but as the time has come for a
comprehensive review of the whole matter, we propose to deal
with it in a series of articles embodying the considerations, past,
present, and future, which our readers will desire to appreciate
in ordei that they may bear their part in promoting a reason-
able solution.

THE ARMY MEDICAL SCHOOL AND THE
PROSPECTS OF THE BRIT.I.SH AND

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICES.
RumouRs regarding the abolition of the Army Medical School
at Netley still continue to reach us. The authorities at
Whitehall and the India Office ought to know that such dis-
quieting rumours, if perniitted to continue, are likely to prove
extremely injurious to the interests of the public medical ser-
views and of the army. If half of what we hear be true, the
sooner the matter is carefully gone into and definitively settled
the better.
We ourselves regard the existence and prosperity of the Netley

School of Medicine as an object of high national concern. We
consider the proposal for its abolition as extremely injudicious
and uncalled for. Indeed, we are constrained to say that a
greater official folly than this was never contemplated.
Those who, in their wisdom, desire such a change, would pro-
bably also take pleasure in doing away with Haslar, Woolwich,
Sandhurst, and the Staff College. To how many more of our
time-honoured national institutions such wiseacres would be
pleased to give the coup de grdce, we care not to speculate. At
present our thoughts are only with the Royal Victoria Hos-
pital, and the great medical training school of the army, which
is so honourably and usefully associated with it.

Briefly, the facts are these. On May 19th,1*8i, Her

Majesty the Queen laid the foundation stone of the Netley
Hospital, " intended for the recepti6n of the sick and wounded
soldiers of her army." Since then, up to the present time,
upwards of 76,000 sick and wounded soldiers have been received
into the hospital from foreign military stations in all parts of
the world. On the occurrence of war as many as 1,200 in-
valids have, at one time, been accommodated within its walls.
For more than a quarter of a century the Army Medical School
has been intimately associated with this great hospital. In-
deed, the two institutions are complementary one of the other.
Here upwards of 2,600 medical officers have had the advantage
of special training, closely bearing on their every-day duties in
the army, during peace and war.

The founding of this great national institution followed
as a result of one of the recommendations of Lord
Herbert's famous Commission of 1857. It was the
direct outcome of the far2seeing wisdom of the late
Prince Consort, of the keen intellectual foresight of Sidney
Herbert, and of the Royal approval of Her Majesty. Since
then the Netley system has been, and is now, steadily serving
the vastly important uses for which it was originally intended.
Were it necessary to adduce proof of this statement, it ought
to be sufficient to point to the splendid fact that, since the
date of the establishment of the Army Medical School, the
mortality of British troops in the United Kingdom has been
reduced to one-third of what it was formerly, while the death-
rate of our European army in India has, within the same
period, been lessened to a considerably greater degree even
than this.
When so tangible a proof is available of the signal success

of the present system of army medical education; when such
priceless benefits have accrued to the State; when there is
every prospect of such money-saving results being steadily
maintained and possibly augmented, it is a matter of extreme
regret that the restless love of change, which seems everywhere
to be in active operation, should here also be brought into
play. Yet such is the case. Over-zealous reformers, who see
before them a fair tree growing, gaining strength, and bearing
good fruit, appear to think that it would be well ruthlessly to
uproot it, and to substitute for it some crude, infructuous
sapling of their own. To such patriots we can only repea#t
the wise words of Lord Bacon "It is good not to try experi-
ments in States, except the necessity be urgent or the utility
evident, and well to beware that it is reformation that draweth
on the change, not the desire of change that pretendeth the
reformation."

In view of the same principle, in its more restricted appli-
cation, it is very certain that all changes and so-called reforms
of settled public institutions, such as the Army Medical
School at Netley, can only be. justified on the most serious
grounds, and ought to be thought of with the utmost caution
and circumspection.

The time seems to have come when the Government should,
in simple and plain terms, put its peremptory veto on lines of
public poliey and action which are clearly leading up to most
unfortunate results. It is full time that the interests of the
army, from a medical and sanitary point of view, should be
protected from ceaseless meddling and muddling.

These remarks have a. close bearing on the wild proposals
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now current regarding the future of the Netley School, which
we regard as one of the most important national medical in-
stitutions in the country. The latest phase of this question
is embodied in the recent recommendation that the candidates
for the Indian Medical Service should no longer be permitted
to enjoy the advantage of passing through the Netley course
of study. This suggestion, aind the arguments wlhich are held
to justify it, seem to have originated in India, the idea being
that the admirable and thoroughly practical system now in
force at Netloy inighlt witlh advantage be done away with, in
favour of a scheme, of an entirely different character, to be
worked out in India. It is difficult to speak calmly of suich
a proposal as this, which appears worthy of the severest
animadversioni. At present we have only time anid space
briefly to comment upon a single statement which has been
authoritatively made wvitlh reference to the teaching of sanitary
science at Netley. We have reason to believe that it has
been deliberately asserted, by a responsible adviser of the
Government of India, that "beyond the microscope and
water-analysis there is very little practical instruction to be
lhad at Netley." It might reasonably have been supposed that
tho Head of the Medical Department in India would have
been the very last person to detract from the results of the
Netley system, when it is remembered that, during a long
coiurso of years, by far the most valuable work which was done
in his office muist be credited to two of tlle inost distinguished
prizemen of Netley. Apart from this fact, however, we have
no lhesitation in saying that the above-mentioned assertion is
entirely iindefensible, and completely at variance with fact.
Indeed, the very reverse of such a statement is the simple truth.
One would have thought that it could never possibly have be-
come necessary to write a single line with the object of exonera-
ting the memory of such men as Parkes and De Chaumont
from tho charge involved in such a reckless mis-statement as
this, which equally betrays an ignorance of the facts or want
of accuracy in their statement which is little less than
culpable.

It is by the use of such ill-considered forms of speech that
unmerited reproach is cast upon the distinguished men who
have made Notloy what it is. It is upon such a flinmsy basis
of perverted facts that an ill-considered scheme has been
recommenided to the Government of India, as an experi-
mental measure, in liceu of the Netley system. Its only cer-
tain effect, if it were allowed to come into opertation, must
be to lower the tone and prestige of a service which merits
a very different fate; a service wlhich can boast of a splendid
record in the past; which, throughout the history of Eng-
land's greatest dependency, has highly distinguished itself in
time of war; which in peace has devoted all its energies, in
the spirit of the truest philanthropy, to the best interests of
the people of India, whose confidence, sympathy, affection, and
gratitude it has won; a service which has always proved itself
loyal to the Crown, to humanity, and to the best traditions of
the medical profession, but which now seems to be in dangei
of forfeiting one of its most valuiable professional privileges
We hope that some member of Parliament will, before long
ask a question in the House on this important subject, wit}
the view of bringing to light all the facts of the case, and th
official correspondence connected with it.

THE DEBATE ON VACCINATION.
FOR the last time it has been possible for a debate on vaccina-
tion to be raised in the House of Commons in connection with
the vote for grants in aid. Mr. Bradlaugh was, as reported in
the Tines, guilty of a technical error in discussing the subject of
awards to vaccinators under contract oii a motioni for the reduc-
tion of the vote by 1 ,86i4, the item for tho National Vaccine
Establishment, an institutioiiwhich relates onlv to the provision
of lymph-supplies for the use of public vaccinattors and the main-
tenance of two educational vaccine stations in London. We
refer to this point because wo presume this item ivill appear in
subsequient votes ; and it is obvious it does ilot afford the
opportuniity for another discussion on the existing method of
payment of public vaccinators out of Imperial fundis.

Mr. Bradlaugh's objection to the making of awards to puiblic
vaccinators was based on the fact that this method of re-

numeration was limited to England, and that Ireland and
Scotlaind received no share in the vote. The same argument
was used by Mr. Arthur O'Connor last year, and AMr. Ritchie
then fuilly explained that awards were given unider the Act of
1867, which applied only to England, and that if its provisions
had extended to Scotland, less than a hlundred pountids would
be the share which that part of the kinigdom wouild receive.
Ireland, he further pointed out, was unider no disadvantage,
for the public vaccinator there was always the inedical officer
to the dispensary, part of whose salary was pai(d from Imperial
funds. So far, therefore, the arrangemenit was eq(-uitaible in

regard to the three parts of the kingdom.
The larger question, whether the system of making awards

was beneficial, was discussed by Dr. Macdonald, who objected
to public vaccination, on account of its interference with the
work of the private practitioner, and by Mr. Picton, who urged
that the system implied that doctors had to be bribed to do
their work properly. It must be recollected, however, that the
vaccination of communities can only b)e adequately performzed
when there is opportunity for direct armi-to-arm or callf-to-arm
vaccination, and it is evident that the private practitioner must

largely depend upon the use of stored lymphl. Again, the
puiblic vaccinator has a larger number of cases from whichi to
select his vaccinifer, and the interest of the public must be
first considered. If evidence of the advantage of public vac-
cination were wanting, it would be found in Dr. Stevens's in-

(juiry as to the conditien of vaccination of children under ten

years of age in London attacked with small-pox. Whatever
3 objection may be felt to the imiethod of payment by awards, it
I must be admitted as a necessity unitil medical men lhave

learned that the protection afforded by vaccination, in one or

two places, is less than thlat conferred by a larger nuimmber;
vaccination is so indifferently taiight that the control of

f the Local Government Board is still needed ; anid the only way
in vhich this influence can be maintained is by the existence
of a system which shall ensure compliance with regulations

f laid down by the Board.
Ir The merits of vaccination were but briefly discussed. Dr.

Fitzgerald referred to syphilis as being often comiimunicated by
vaccination, and Dr. Gavin Clark state(l that by the introduc-

h tion of compulsory vaccination, while the death-rate from
o small-pox had been reduced, scrofula and consumption and

other diseases had increasedl. The former gentleman appears
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to be ignorant of the fact that all cases of alleged injury from
vaccination are the subject of careful investigation by the
Local Government Board, and that for many years no single
instance has been found in which syphilis has been communi-
cated by this operation. Dr. Clark has evidently not studied
the work of his fellow-countryman, Dr. McVail, who clearly
proves the groundlessness of this oft-repeated assertion. We
do not know the reasons which have led him to make such a
statement in the House of Commons, but we are reminded
that last year he said in the same place that he had himself
vaccinated from children suffering from syphilis. Possibly he
has intended, on both occasions, that his words should convey
some other meaning than would be attached to them as re-
ported in the daily press.

In his reply, Mr. Ritchie dealt fully with the objections
that had been raised, and explained that Sheffield, which had
been so freely quoted as affording evidence of the failure of
vaccination, would be found to greatly strengthen the argu-
ments in its favour ; the report, he said, on the small-pox
outbreak in that town would shortly be in the hands of
members. An examination of 27,000 children vaccinated in
fourteen years showed that the number pitted with small-pox
was in inverse proportion to the nulmber of vaccination scars
which they possessed. Sir Guyer Hunter added his experience
in India, which had led him to the conclusion that compulsory
vaccination was absolutely necessary for the protection of the
inhabitants from small-pox. The termination of the debate
was marked by an expression of opinion of the House, which
we are convinced properly reflects public sentiment on this
question; only 45 members were found to support Mr. Brad-
laugh, and among these it may be asserted were many whose
objection to the vote was not based on any antipathy to vac-
cination itself.

SOLDIERS' RATIONS.
IN previous articles we discussed the subjects of quality and
quantity, as well as those relating to inspection, distribution,
and cooking of the rations.
We come to the last, but by no means least important,

points, namely, what would be the best distribution of the
soldier's food over the twenty-four hours, especially the most
suitable hour for dinner ? How best, if it be decided not to
increase the present free ration, can it be supplemented either
in money or kind ?

In discussing the subject of meal hours, it should be
frankly recognised that theoretical ought to give way to prac-
tical considerations, and the latter must be based on grounds,
first, connected with the soldier's duties; and, secondly,
with his personal wishes and tastes. To give him no voice in
the'settlement would be both impolitic and unjust; it is true
his likings may not strictly square with theory, but all the
same must be duly regarded. This is evident by a glance at
his ordinary routine existence.

The soldier is roused out of bed about two hours before his
eight o'clock breakfast; as is well known, he often gets up, if
not actually hungry, at all events with a craving sense of
emptiness; to relieve this disagreeable sensation some men
will resort to alcoholic " mornings," but many more to the
consoling pipe, which will be suicked and smoked incessantly

until the breakfast bugle sounds. Recourse whether to
strong drink or strong tobacco during the early morning is
but a bad preparation for even an appetising meal; it is almost
fatal to a plain breakfast of bread and tea.

To relieve not only mere craving, but to stay and sustain
him until the breakfast hour, it is therefore most desirable
that the soldier should have an honest cup of coffee either
free or at a small charge-within his reach immediately after
getting up. In India, as a custom of the country, we believe
this is usually provided, but, as a very salutary practice, it
ought to be made universal at home and abroad.

It must not be supposed the time before breakfast is an
idle one; cleaning of clothing, arms, accoutrements, or horses,
harness, etc., as the case may be, gives plenty of work. But
it is immediately after breakfast that the more important
drills, parades, etc., begin, and which occupy the time till the
dinner hour at one o'clock. Such duties are often continued
after dinner, and may stretch well into the afternoon.

It thus not infrequently happens that the very important
dinner meal is hurried over between parades, as it were. We
think commanding officers and zealous adjutants should so
arrange that a full and free hour, at least, is always allowed for
dinner. As the entire meat ration is cooked and served at
dinner, the meal becomes the only substantial one to which
the soldier sits down; the whole question of his feeding, in
fact, centres round it. Objection has been taken to its being
served at one, and it has been argued that it should be de-
ferred so as to take the place of the present tea between four
and five o'clock. Then, it is said, the soldier would have
more time to eat, and due leisure to digest his only big meal;
he would also be less likely to go to bed craving and wake up
empty. But, on the other hand, those who know his ways
maintain that, all things considered, the midday dinner is
much the better; it divides his time in a more convenient
way; it is infinitely more to his liking; he comes from a class
brought up to a midday dinner, and who are apt to look upon
all late or evening meals merely as makeshift suppers ! A
late dinner would also seriously trench upon the evening
hours for needful relaxation and amusement; it would, of
course, in no way shorten the objectionably long interval be-
tween the meat meals. From such considerations, therefore,
a midday dinner, supplemented by a light supper, offers the
best solution of the problem.

But the supper question has hitherto been beset with many
difficulties. Not that the soldier has ever had much supper;
its slender nature has long been a subject of jest, as in the
old doggerel lines:

First a pinch of snuff,
Then a glass of water,
Undress and go to bed,
That's the soldier's supper!

Something in the nature of an evening meal, with extra
bread, etc., was tried some years ago, but proved a complete
failure, and was discontinued. The issue of cheese has been
proposed, but many men positively dislike it. In short, it
comes to this, that provision for an evening meal must be in
the form of " supper money," to be expended on food of the
soldier's own choosing.

The great difficulty hitherto has lain in securing that
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such money shall be expended in food only, and not in
drink or otherwise improvidently. It is quite true there are
many careful soldiers who can be trusted with the money; but
there are also many others that cannot, and who must be pro-
tected against themselves.

Supposing a grant of supper money to the extent of 2d.
or 3d. per head, per dienm, is determined on, there are two
ways in which it could be carried out: by issuing a free grocery
ration which would save each man from a stoppage of abouit
3-'d. a day; or by giving a direct rmioney vote to about that
amount. There are several good arguments against the issue
of a grocery ration by Government, the chief of which are,
that it is better obtained by the company messes themselves,
and that to properly carry it out an increase of the commis-
sariat establishment would be necessary. On the other hand,
a money grant can be directly applied by regiments and corps
themselves with but little additional expense to the Govern-
ment. It is true there would probably be some difficulty when
regiments are much broken up into detachments, as often in
Ireland.

The followiing plan has been suggested by a very experienced
officer: Let the company messes be credited monthly with the
supper money; let each man have the power of expending the
suim allowed him on food of his own choosing, say after 6 P.M.,
in an eating establishment regimentally provided; let the
money unappropriated be recredited to the paymaster at the
end of the month. The said eating establishment should, if
possible, be wholly away and distinct from the canteen; let it
le in connection with the recreation-room, and placed under a
responsible non-commissioned officer; rules of the most strin-
gent kind must be adopted to ensure that the mioney be ex-
pended on food only, and by the person entitled to it; that it
be not transferred from man to man ; that no soldier can
finger it as cash, buit take it out only in kinid that if lnot
spent on the day when due it would lapse. Of course there
would be no objection- to a soldier supplementing his supper
ouit of his own pocket. A sort of regimental restaurant could
easily provide meat, ham, bacon, pies, sausages, eggs, etc.,
either hot or cold, at the lowest fixed charges. A man could
choose his supper for himself, or combine with men of kindred
tastes and sit down to a sociable conjoint supper.

The above is necessarily a mere sketch, but, we feel assured,
only wants good management combined with strict rules, to
ensure success. Indeed, we believe some regiments in India
have already carried out a systeTm of this kind, not only with
the greatest benefit to the soldier, but witlh fair financial
success.

THE subject of the Lumleian Lectures, which will be delivered
next year by Dr. John Harley, is " Enteric Fever."

A MEETING of the Execuitive Committee of the Medical Sickness,
Annuity, and Life Assurance Friendly Society will be held on
Wednesday, November 14th, at 4.30, at 38, Wimpole Street, W.

THE Morton Lecture on Cancer and Cancerouis Diseases will be
delivered by Sir Spencer Wells at the Royal College of Surgeons
on Thursday, November 29th, at 4 P.Mr. The Bradshaw Lecture
will be delivered by Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, F.R.S., on Thurs-
day, December 6th, at 4 P.Mi.

THE first meeting of the British Laryngological and Rhinolo-
gical Association will be held on Wednesday, November 14th, at
the Langham Hotel, Portland Place, W. The afternoon session
will begin at 3 P.m.; the evening sessioin at 8.30 P.'I.

A DEMONSTRATION in hlonour of Professors Gerhiardt and von
Bergmann was made on November 2nd by some students of the
Berlin University. Only 213 undergraduates out of a total number
of 5,000 took part in the ceremony, and the students of the medical
facuilty were conspicuiouis by their absence.

WB are informed by Dr. Schemeil, editor of the Arabic medical
journal El Shi.fa, that the statement made in a French medical
journal and reproduced in these columns to the effect that the
Egyptian Gov-ernment had suppressed El Shifa, is without any
foundation.

TOYS FOR POOR CHILDREN.
THE School Board for London have provided two school nurseries
for little children in the division of Southwark, and now, as
Christmas approaches, make an appeal for toys and little articles
of dress for the children. The nurseries are attached to two of
the poorest schools. Such an appeal is not likely to remain with-
out response.

THE COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY.
IN the list of names recommended by the President and Council
of the Royal Society for election into the Council for the year
1889, at the forthcoming anniversary meeting on November 30th,
are those of Professor Michael Foster, M.A., M.D. (one of the
Secretaries); John Whitaker Hulke, F.R.C.S.; Edward Emanuel
Klein, M.D.; Professor E. Ray Lankester, M.A.; Sir James Paget,
I).('. L.; Sir Henry I,. Roscoe, D.C.L.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR AMBULANCE WORK.
THE seasoni for the football teams has begun, and already we hear
" oln Saturday two cases of broken collar-bone and one broken
leg are reported." Broken bones may be mended, and the players
in these rough games incur a kinown danger; perhaps many of
them would do worse if they had not this means of putting out
their animal strengtlh. The probability of such accidents among
the football teams may add some zest to the work of those men
who have joined ambulance classes, holding out the probabilities
of real work, where to do the right thing at the right time is all-
important.

THE PATHOLOGY OF CHRONIC ALCOHOLISM.
THE discussion at the Pathological Society of London on the
Morbid Anatomy and Pathology of Chronic Alcoholism, which
will be held on Tuesday, December 4th, and on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 18th, is intended to include observations and specimens illus-
trating the effects of alcohol on the digestive system, on the
urinary system, on the nervous system, on the respiratory organs,
and on the skin and other organs. The debate will be opened by
Dr. J. F. Payne, and continued by Dr. George Harley, F.R.S., Dr.
Lionel Beale, F.R.S., Dr. Savage, Dr. Crooke, Dr. Suckling, Dr.
Finlay, Dr. Pitt, Dr. Hadden, and Dr. Ormerod. It is hoped that
other members of the Society will contribute microscopical and
other specimens, and take part in the debate.

COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION IN FRANCE.
THE advisability of making the notification of infectious diseases
compulsory has been the subject of investigation by the Comit6
Consultatif d'Hygiene Publique, in France; indeed, the matter
has gone so far that the committee has approvedl a report by M.
Brouardel, and has recommended the preparaticn of a Bill to
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render compulsory the notification by the medical attendant of
certain diseases. The list appended is very long; it includes
cholera, cholera infantum, whooping-cough, diphtheria, dysentery,
yellow fever, typhoid fever, infectious puerperal diseases, septic
diseases, plague, measles, scarlatina, sweating fever, typhus fever,
and small-pox. Dr. C. Vinay, Professeur Agr6o6 at Lyons, in the
course of an able article on the subject, published in the Lyon
M6dical, criticises the length of this list, and urges that the
only endemic diseases which need to be included in the list are small-
pox and diphtheria, though he gives no reason for excluding scarla-
tina, typhus, and enteric fevers. Cholera, yellow fever, and plague
are the only exotic diseases which he would consider it necessary
to notify. He thinks that the committee is justified in throwing
the responsibility for the notification upon the medical attendant.
" The obligation upon a physician," he writes, " to notify certain
epidemic diseases is a social necessity which ought to be recog-
nised by the law."

DEATH OF DR. J. S. LAVIES.
THERE are few members of the profession w o will note without
regret the death of Dr. J. S. Lavies. Dr. Lavies has for many
years been a universal favourite with the profession in London,
to whom he was endeared by his boundless kihdness of heart and
agreeable social qualities, which were added to his excellent
qualities as a professional colleague. It is not too much to say
that the gaiety of no ssmall proportion of the friendly reunion of
metropolitan medical men will suffer eclipse from the loss. Dr.
Lavies was possessed of rare musical acco plishments and gifts,
of which he was lavish for all social purposes among his brethren,
as well as for charitable and kindly ends. HIe held several public
appointments, which he filled with credit to hilmself and advan-
tage to the public.

STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH OF THE BRITISH
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

IT will be seen with regret that after fourteen years of continuous
service as Honorary General Secretary of the Staffordshire Branch
.Mr. Vincent Jackson has found it necessary to resign that ap-

pointment, which he has held with conspicuous ability, and
of which he has performed the duties to the great advantage of
the Br .nch. At the recent annual meeting of the Staffordshire
Branch a resolution was passed expressing the warm thanks of
the members for the valuable services which he had rendered, and
the opinion that the present prosperity of the Branch
is in a great measure due to the energetic, self-sacrificing, and
able manner in which his services have been performed. Mr.

Vincent Jackson has taken a prominent share also in the general
affairs of the Association on the Council and at the annual meet-
ings, and his assistance will no doubt continue to be given in
furtherance of the general objects of the Association, although
compelled by the pressure of engagements to resign the arduous
local post which he so ably filled.

PARLIAMENT AND THE LUNACY COMMISSION.
ON Tuesday night in the House of Commons, upon the vote to
complete the sum for the Lunacy Commission, Mr. Molloy moved,
and Mr. A. O'Connor supported, the reduction of the vote; and
this they did, making various complaints against the Commission-
ers and their annual report. Considering that the Commissioners'
report is a volume of large size, and of almost 400 pages; that it con-
tains numerous elaborate statistical tables upon almost every pos-

sible useful aspect of the statistics of lunacy dealt with; that
the information upon any point requiring notice is usually full
and explicit; and that the Commissioners never shrink from
attributing blame where they believe blame to be due; we fail to
see the cogency of the honourable members' criticisms upon the

Commissioners' report. As to the criticism upon the manner
in which the Commissioners in Lunacy perform their duties
one hon. member seemed to be singularly misinformed. It
is well known that they perform their difficult duties in a
thorough and painstaking manner. As Mr. Stewart-Wortley said
later on, in the debate in the House of Commons: " The Commis-
sioners might have been treated with more respect when they
laid before the public opinions founded, as they must have been,
upon long and close experience of the administration of the law.
The complaint was not only that the Commissioners had ventured
to express their opinions, but that they had passed over lightly
cases of abuse. Now he found in the last report presented to Par-
liament no fewer than thirty closely-printed pages dealing with
the details of special establishments, and bringing to notice
various cases in which the Commissioners showed what they
had done, and how far they had exercised their powers. That
report showed that the Commissioners had acted with energy, and
there was nothing in the face of the report which justified the
condemnation which had been passed upon them."

WHAT CONSTITUTES A MEDICAMENTP
A CHEMIST of Fleet Street was lately summoned for selling patent
medicines, to wit, " corn solvents," without the necess iry Govern-
ment stamp. It was contended for the- defence that corn solvents
and such like things were not comtemplated. by the Act. of
George II, under which the proceedings were taken. A corn was
not " an ailment of the body." Mr. Bridge: How about toothache?
Mr. Rose-Innes, who appeared, for the defendant, was bound to
admit, from personal experierce, that that was an ailment. MIr.
Bridge decided that this and other articles sold by the defendant
came within the statute, and imposed a penalty of £5, and costs
8s. In two or three cases lhe held that the charge had not been
proved-such as, for instance, when concentrated essence of
ginger was sold, and another where a compound was de-
scribed as a toothpaste for beautifying the gums and preventing
toothache. Pears' soap was said to beautify the skin. Preventing
a disease was different to curing one. A tooth tincture for curing
toothache came under the word " medicament."

A CREMATORY FOR THE MIDLAND COUNTIES.
A LARGE and representative meeting was held on Tuesday last at
Leicester, presided overbythe Mayor, to arrange for the estab-
lishment of a crematory for the Midland Counties. Sir Henry
Thompson wrote saying that cremation was absolutely necessary
for the bodies of those who had died from infectious diseases. It
was making rapid progress, and the demand for new crematories
was as great as they could meet. The Manchester Cremation
Society wrote strongly, urging the establishment of a crematory
in the centre of England. Sir Spencer Wells moved a resolution
condemning the present system of burial as dangerous to the liv-
ing, and recommending cremation. The resolution was carried
unanimously. Sir Henry Halford moved a resolution in favour of
providing a suitable crematory and chapel for the Midland Coun-
ties, and he strongly condemned the present system of burial,
especially in large towns. This also was carried unanimously.

ALLEGED VACCINAL SYPHILIS.
MEMBERS of the House of Commons should note the way in which
charges are sometimes brought against vaccination and the evi-
dence which is adduced in support of them. Last month, at Gos-
port, a father pleaded that he had omitted to have his child vac-
cinated because an older child had suffered from syphilis as a

result of vaccination, and he ventured to cite the opinion of Dr.
Ward Cousins in support of his statement. We learn from letters
which have been published in a local journal that the father had
unwarrantably used Dr. Cousins's name, and that, so far from en-
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couraging the belief that the disease had arisen in this way, Dr.
Cousins pointed out that there was no evidenice whatever of such
an occurrence. The unfortunate child appears to hiave suffered
from congenital syphilis, and the vaccinator is confident that the
vaccination had nothing to do with the child's illniess. It is to be
hoped that wherever the story of the father is published Dr.
Cousins's denial will obtain equal publicity.

"FORCED RESPIRATION."
BY "forced respiration " is to be understood a method of treating
narcotic poisoning or apparent death from drowning by forcing
air into the lungs by bellows, a tube being introduced either into
the larynx through the 'mouth or into the trachea through an
opening made by tracheotomy. Dr. G. E. Fell, who read a paper
on the subject at the recent meeting of the New York State Medi-
cal Association (New York Medical Journal), recommended that
the air should be warmed to 1000 F., he related one case where
the method was persisted with for twenty-four hours with iilti-
mate success; the patient had taken two ounces of laudanum, and
thiere had been great 1l8s of blood from cut throat.

FREQUENCY OF DIPHTHERITIC PARALYSIS.
lI a paper read before the New York State MIedical Association
(.Yeiv York1 Medical Journal), Dr. J. Lewis Smith gave it as his
opinion that diphtheritic paralysis occurred oftener than was
commonly supposed. A slight development manifested itself by
a difficulty in swallowing and a nasal tone in the voice, and
might escape observation or mention if attention was not directe(d
to its discovery. He thought it probable that from 20 to 30 per
cent. of cases of diphtheria developed paralysis to a greater or less
extent.

THE NATIONAL PENSION FUND FOR NURSES.
SINCs the Council determined, with the consent of the four muni-
ficent donors, to issue provisional policies, this fund has progressed
rapidly. At the meeting of the Council on Thursday, November
1st, the Ilonorary Manager, Mr. E. T. Clifford, reported that the
number of applications for,pensions and sick pay up to date was

508. Of this number, 295 had paid, their contributions amounting
to £4,383 4s. Od.; £1,142 ls. 10d. had been received during the
month of October. Eighty applications had been received since the
last meeting of the Council, and seventy-four applications wvere
accepted.

EFFECT OF LANOLIN ON MICRO-ORGANISMS.
Tim results of Gottstein's experiments on this subject are tlius
given in the Deutsche Med. Zeitung, Berlin: (1) The bacteria
which effect a spontaneous decomposition of glycerine fats belong
presumably to the class of anaerobes; a number of aerobe germ
(even the putrefactive) perish on a medium containing fat. But
the term of continuance of this retrogressive metamorphosis i
decided by the proportion of fat to the other ingredients of th4
nutritive medium. (2) Free fat contains anaerobes for some day:
after it is exposed; but lanolin has under similar circumstanice
neither aerobe nor anaerobe germs. (3) Glycerine fats may be s

impregnated with bacteria that the latter can pass through the fa
to the lower-lying infectible substances, while lanolin cannot b
permeated by bacteria. It acts, therefore, as a preventive of de
composition when laid over infectible substances.

THE CASE OF PREGNANCY IN A DOUBLE
MONSTER.

lN the JOURNAL of September 22nd we published an accountc
this case. The patient, Mrs. B., was a married woman, aged 1'
Dr. Joseph Jones, of New Orleans, has succeeded in discovering
complete history of Mrs. B.,'from her birth. It-is published in tl

Journal of the American Medical A8*ociation for October 20th.
Mrs. B. was born on May 12th, 1868, in Tennessee. The mother
was 34 years old, her father 25. In -June 1868, Dr. Jones and
Professor Paul Eve examined the infant, Josephine Myrtle Cor-
ban. They noted down that it had the head and trunk of a

well-developed, healthy, active infant. The lower part of the
body was divided "into the members of two distinct indi-
viduals near the junction of the spinal columnwitlh the o8sacrum."
The lower portion of the spine seemed to be cleft, anid there were

two pelvic arches supporting the four limiibs, whicel were situated
on the same plane. One umbilicus was lower than the other, and
not so well marked. The infant was seen to micturate simul-
taneously from bothurethre. The outer legs of both sides were

the most natural of the four, though the foot of the right outer
limb was clubbed. They were wvidely separated by the two super-
numerary (sic) legs,wlich were less developed, except at their junc-
tion with the body, from which they tapered to the feet and toes,
also turning inwards. One toe on the left inner leg was bifid. At
birth the inner letgs (the left leg of the riglht and the right leg of
the left pelvis) were folded flat upon the abdomeni. Dr. Lewis
Wlhaley's account of the pregnancy of Mrs. B. caused Dr. .-ones
to make inquiiries. At lengthl he ascertained, thirouigh I)r. Shioll,
President of the Alabamia State .Medical Association, that " the
lady, Irs. B., of Blount Counlty, Alabama, is the MIyrtle Corban of
days gone by, attractive in face, physically well, and able to
attend to all her household duties."

TESTIMONIAL TO DR. G. H. SAVAGE.
THE past and present principal officers and resident students who
have been connected with Bethlem Royal hfospital dIiring Dr.
Savage's term of office as resident physician entertained him at
dinner at the Caft5Royal, on Friday, November 2nd. The dinner
was arranged to allow of the presentation of an illuminated
address and some pieces of plate on the occasion of his retiring
from the appointment to commence private practice, and was
attended by the stubscribers and a few guests, including Major
Copeland (Treasurer of the Hospital), Dr. Hack Tuke, Dr. F. Taylor,
and Professor Stewvart. Dr. Percy Smith, the present resident
yphysician, occupied the chair. The address, whichi is signed by
the whole number of principal officers and, with few exception.s
by the resident students, referred to the exceptional ability and
energy with which Dr. Savage had performe(d hiis duities, to the
maintenance of steady progress in the rational and huimane treat-

ment of the patients, and to his efforts for the diffusion of know-

ledge of psychological medicine. The gift consisted of a massive

3 silver bowl and pair of candelabra, manufacture(d byMl)essrs. Lamn-
L bert, of Coventry Street. The toast of the evening, proposed by

the chairman and seconded by Dr. Mickle, was most enthusiasti-
s cally received, as also was that of "Bethlem Hospital," proposed
t by Dr. Fletcher Beach, and responded to by the Treasurer. It may
8 be added that, before leaving Betlhlem Hospital, presents were

e given to Dr. Savage by the attendants and by patients.
5

s METROPOLITAN POLICE SURGEONS' ASSOCIATION.
O THE first annualmeeting of the recently formed Association of
t Police Surgeons was held on Wednesday afterniooin, followed by a

we dinner under the presidency of MIr. McKellar, chief suirgeon of the
MIetropolitan Police Foree. Thie President was supported by Sir
Charles Warren (Commissioner of lPolice), Mr. Ernest Hart, Dr.
Gordon Brown (Surgeon to the City Police), Mr. Phil-

ips (Treasurer), Sir Thomas Crawford (Director - General

A.M.D.), Mr. T. Holmes (late Chief Surgeon), Dr. R. Mc-
Df Donald, M.P., Mr. Nelson Hardy, and Dr. Waters (Honorary
9. Secretaries). The vice-chairs were occupied by the Vice-Presi-
a dents, Mr. Bond and Mr. Buckle. A large number of divisional
ie surgeons from all parts of the metropolis were present. Mr
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McKellar dwelt on the great advantages which had already
resulted in the medical charge of the police, and in the
humane and efficient performance of the duties of the divisional
surgeons from the opportunities of conference which the formation
of this Association had afforded. Among other matters lhe referred
to the improvements which had been effected in the direction
of preventing the use of public vehicles for infectiouts cases, I
anid the substitution of ambulances; the better means of obtaining
isolation for contagious cases occurring among the police force,
and the improved sanitattion and general ceare for the health of
the men of the force. lie paid a warm tribute to the uniform
kindness and consi(leration with which every suggestion put
before Sir Charles Warren had been met, and the readiness with
which, whenever possible, such suggestions for the benefit of the
men or of the persons charged had been carried out. Sir Charles
Warren, in reply, expressed his great satisfaction at the formation
of this Association; every suggestion, whether general or re-
ferring to individual cases, which the divisional surgeons felt it
necessary to make should have the most prompt and favourable
consideration, and he assured the Association from his experience
as an army officer that the medical department of suclh a force
was, perhaps, more powerfull than any other for securing the
carrying out of their recommendations and the personal welfare
of the force to which they were attached. The subsequent toasts
included the " Health of the President" and of "The Guests;"
other toasts having been duly honoUred, the dinner was brought to
a close amid general congratulations at the 8ati8factory progress
of this young Association, and the excellent prospects for scientific
discussion and administratire efficienCy which the new organisa.
tion afforded.

REGISTRATION OF MIDWIVES.
A MEETING Was held, in Oxford, on October 25th, by kind permis-
sion of Mrs. Artlhur Evans, for the discussion of this subject. Mliss
Rosalind P'aget read a paper oii the rise, progress, and objects of
the Midwives' Jnstitute. Mrs. F. Malleson dwelt upon the neces-
sity for midwives, properly trained and eduncated. She described
the state of the aigricuiltural poInulation in a remote district in
(Gloucestershire. The doctors are liard-workedl men, niot well
witlhin access of the wives of cottagers in the small villages. The
nidwifery practice is in the hands of women ignorant, illiterate,
and wholly untrained, experience being their sole qualification.
They cannot discriminate between normal and abnormal eases,
and hence often send for medical relief when all is going well, or
allow a wooman to suffer agony which might readily be assuaged,
or risk which need never be incurred. The midwives are gener-
ally as devoid of resource as they are wanting in knowledge.
After-treatment is entirely left to kindI neighbours. The mothers
lbold perilous notions as to tlhe way to rear their infants. Wlhen
an Act of Parliament enforces the registration of qualified mid-
wives, there will, in Mrs. Malleson's opinion, be still some diffi-
culty in exchanging untrained for trained midwifery in remote
districts. The task can be settled by direct personal assistance,
she herself lhaving succeeded in establishing good midwifery in
her district, with the best results to all concerned. The question
debated by several ladies at the Oxford meetinig, where the wives of
professors and practitioners appeared in considerable force, is most
important. The full assistance of doctors, ladies, and clergymen
in every part of the kingdom is necessary for a satisfactory solu-
tion of the problem. First in the field is the Obstetrical Society
of London. The Board for the Examination of Midwives was
established in 1872. The first examination was held in March of
that year. Since that date 753 candidateshave entered theirnames
for examination, of whom 618 have obtained the Societyfs diploma.
TIe Society has recently taken steps to ineresse the value of the
diploma, and to counteract as far as practicable any abuse of pri

vilege. Each midwife, on passing, signs a declaration, a copy of
which is appended to the diploma and another retained by the
Society, to the effect that she wilR obey the rules of the Society
pertaining to midwives, and that she will surrender her diploma
wlien called upon to do so through any act on her part which the
Society, as represented by its Council, may consider as rendering
her unworthy to hold the same. The steady increase in the
number of candidates is shown by the following statistics:-From
1872-82 there were 162 candidates; in 1883 there were 64; in
1884,63; in 1885, 82; in 1886, 102; in 1887, 127; and in 1888 (the
last examination for the year having been held last month), 153.
Obstetricians of the most varied opinions (and there is as great,
if not greater, variety of opinion amongst them as in the other de-
partments of medicine) have co-operated to make the Board a

most valuable agency in ensuring the proper education of a most
necessary class. For the educated midwife will relieve the hard-
worked practitioner of drudgery as unprotitable as it is fatiguing,
and of encouragement to a form of competition disastrous to him-
self and to the profession at large. The Midwives' Institute, or

any similar association for the promotion bf the cause of the mid-
wives themselves, must not fail to bear in mind that the profes-
sion will never tolerate any effort on the part of the midwives to

usurp powers and to perform functions which pertain solely to

physicians and surgeons. The aim of independent associations
should be the local distribution of midwives, who understand their
duty and its limits. A satisfactory central agency exists already,
and has proved quite sufficient for general [purposes, as the above
statistics amply prove.

THE USE AND ABUSE OF EDUCATIONAL
STIMULANTS.

EVERY living thing needs some stimulation, as well as a supply
of food, to aid the nutritive processes; these factors are essential
to growth aild development. and the brain is no exception to this
rule. The purposes which education are intended to effect require
continuous and varied brain-stimulation, through the senses, to
aid growth'and development, to increase spontaneous action, and
to bring the functional activities into harmony with the social
suirroundings, and give aptness for future brain-power, self-com-
mand, and practical adaptability for intellectual work. General
hygienic care and the sight of Nature will, it is true, produce
activity, but it is the pu}rpose of the higher forms of a liberl edu-
cation-literary and scientific-to train the brain faculty by im-
pressing it witlh those methods of action among which its own
future activity is to find a place. Everything seen and every
word heard prodntces a present impression, and moulds the indi-
vidual to aptnegs for future work. The sight of prize lists and
decorations, the social successes of other people's lives, the im-
pressions produced by academical display and ceremonial, as well
as the sight of the syllabus of lectures, and the written book, are
stimulants to the brain, each producing its own effect for good or

evil. As applied to practice, these principles have a different bear-
ing on (1) primary education; (2) secondary, or liberal education;
(3) technical or profemsional education. The primary process is
to develop mental faculty only; the processes of secondary educa-
tion, or the higher stages of training, are intended to give self-
culture and a grade of high intellectual capacity, while technical or

professional education is intended to manufacture a man quali-
fied for one particular kind of brain work, and that to a great
extent independent of the natural, spontaneous, or inherited,
modes of his intellectual development. The effect of brain-stimu-
lation, for good or evil, is seen to vary much according to the per-
sonal peculiarities of the individual, and the stage and purposes
of education. It may be generally granted that the less stimula-
tion of an artificial kind the better, and this applies particulatrly
to the period of primary education, when the benefit to the

I
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growth of intellectual power from the more artiflcial forms of g

outside pressure may well be doubted; we refer to such stimula- ti
tion as that of competitive examinations for school scholarships, w
and places on foundations, the excitement of "speech days," and a:
punishments in relation to school work. In higher education, di
undertaken for the cultivation of full intellectual faculty, evil h

effects from brain-stimulation, as regards physical health, are less c

likely to occur suddenly, but independently of such possible evil a

results it may cripple menital expansion if used uniiwisely. Fixed tl
ideas and fixed trains of thought, inculcated in scholastic method, 1
tend to prevent free exercise of the mental faculties; they are n

necessary in the early stages of development, as they tend to con- b
trol spontaneous mental action, and mould it to accommodation
with average social methods; carried too far and continued too w
long without freedom in study, they limit mental capacity, pre- v

venting the exercise of the powers of original thinking. In these I
directions the overpressure of a fixed curriculum, and the eager a

pursuit of academical honours, often act unfavourably on the in- a

tellectual powers. When we consider the course of technical or s

professional education, which is intended to fit the man for busi- E
ness, the conditions are much changed. The student is not free,
the profession dictates in strict terms whlat the man must learn,
and the respective amount to which he must study each subject, E
thus practically putting a limit to his freedom of study. Society X
requires men trained after a particular manner, that they may get E

from them appropriate special service; the professional curricu- X
Ilum is in the main arranged to turn out men fit for certain ser- i
vice, not men raised by the curriculum to high intellectual cul-
ture. Theman of culture gets his elevatel training before, after,
or in spite of his curriculum work. Inasmuch, then, as society
needs thesespecially-trained men, it is rightthat professional edulca-
tion should be entlowed; some compensation should be given for

enforcing a heavty curriculum, as an encouragement to meni to

follow it. WVhether stimulants be used or not in education, it is

always important to observe the students from time to time, to

see what are the plhysical an(d mental effects of their training.
No guardlian should encourage a student to run an eduicational

career, merely to win barren academic positioni; that is a poorer
prize than professional position. Students differ greatly in their

nueed of mental stimulation; this is the most needed wlheni the

student is lacking in spontaneous mental action; it is probably
most harmful when there is much spontaneous action, whiclh
only needs controlling anld regulating by circumstances to make

it available for the intellectual welfare of the individual. In the

(luestion of preventing evil from examination, as in so many other
educational questions, a settlement of the best line of action can

only be found in direct observation of the individual whose train-

ing is under consideration.

HOSPITALS AMONG THE GREEKS.

A.N interesting lecture was given on Saturday, November 3rd, by
Miss Jane E. Harrison, at Toynbee hlall, Whitechapel, the Rev. S.
A. Barnett in the chair, on Hospitals among the Greeks. The

lecturer, who illustrated her discourse by the use of a magic
lantern, said there was no one of the Greek gods who had been so

thoroughly misunderstood as XEculapius, the god whom the

people came to consult in their difficulties, and especially in cases

of sickness. His temple at Athens, which had only recently been

excavated, was nothing more nor less than a hospital, where

people went to get their diseases diagnosed and cured. Tlhis, like

the other Greek temples or hospitals, had three indispensable
things-a shrine, a large apartment in which the patients
slept or walked about, and a spring of clear water, known

as the holy well. From the very earliest times the people were

always careful to choose for their temples very healthy places-

as a rule, some far-away inner valley, where there was a pleasant

,rove of trees and plenty of pure water. iss Ilarrison went on

odescribe the method of treatment which the patients under-
vent, and the manner in which they were really made to dream,
ad thus came to believe so thorouglhly in the powers of the
[ream god A:sculapius. In the first place, a patient had to leave
is home and most of his friends, so that there was a complete
hange of environment, le foun(d everything quiet and tranquil,
Lnd he was shown all the offerings made by former patients in
bhankfulness for the good they lhad received from the dream god.
[t would have a long conversation with a priest, who by this
neans discovered what the patient's ailment wtas, and, after a

)urt-offering on the altar, he went to bed. It was not at all
wonderful, undler the circumstances, that hf had a dream. There
were some- who would not conform to the ruiles as to diet, and we
were told that tlhe gods 'wisely refused to visit them in the night.
rhere were, hiowever, some heavy sleepers who could not dream
and these were allowed to have a friend to dream for them, or for
asmall suwn they could hiire a professional dreamer. In some in-
stances there was no doubt the priests dressed up in fantastic
garments and appeared before the patients, who were thus led to

believe they saw visions. After the dreams, practical remedies
were applied, and many of the remedies of ;Esculapius were the
iame aswould now be given in similar disorders; and there was

an instance of a physician offering as a token of his gratitude a

stone set of his surgical instruments. Miss Harrison then gave
an interesting description of a number of Btoile offerings placed
in the temple by patients, and at the close of her address a hearty
vote of thanks-was accorded her.

CREOLIN AS AN ANTISEPTIC.
A DETAILED series of experiments has recently been made in the
Vienna hlygienic Institute by Eisenberg on the antiseptic proper-
ties and practical utility of creoliii. The experiments were per-
formed by mixing a certain percentage of the antiseptic with
bouillon-cultures of the organism, from which mixture, after a

certain time, the presence of living bacteria was tested by a fresh
cultivation free from creolin. It was foun(d thnt it 2 per 1,000
mixtutre of creolin killed the cholera bacilluis and the strepto-
coccus of puis andlof erysipelns within two minulte.s; the bacilliv;
of aiitlhrnax was killed in tive minutes, while the typhoi(d bacilluts
and the staphylococcus of pus were still alive after one houir.
This last or(ranism, ats well as tetragenes, was killed in ten to

fifteen minutes by a 2 per cent. mixture. Compared with carbolic
acid, it was found that a 3 per cent. mixture of creolin killed
the spores of the anthrax bacillus in two days, a 6 per cent. mix-
ure within twenty-four hours, while a carbolie acid mixtture up

to 8 per cent. had no effect on the spores witlhin seven days. A
similar comparative result was obtained with the hay bacillus,
and the superiority of creolin over carbolic acid was further
shown by its greater power in preventing the growth of organism
in cultures. Creolin is not poisonous, as it may be given in large
doses to dogs without deleterious effect. Eisenberg recommends
its use in surgery in place of corrosive sublimate, carbolic acid,
and iodoform. Spath has strongly recommended its use. He has

applied it in the form of emulsion or a creolin gauze, and found
that it stimulates the growth of granulations, and aids in separat-
ing sloughs withiouit the production of any toxic symptoms. Thi
urine does not present the green colour of carbolic acid iurine, but

tribromophenol may be separated from it on the addition of

hydrochloric acid and bromine water.

PROLAPSE OF URETER.
DR. CAILLE, of New York, deecribes, in the American Journal qf
the Medical Sciencee, a case of prolapse of the inverte(l
lower portion of the right ureter through the urethra in a female
child, twq weelis old. 'The infant had suffered from diarrhea. Ak

I
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sof, bluish-red, pyriform tumour, the size of a walnut, protruded
from the vulva; it bore a pervious orifice. It was reduced under
chloroform, but soon came down again. At first, the tumour was
taken for a prolapsed bladder, but a catheter could be passed be-
tween the tumour and the annular tumefaction surrounding its
base (representing the urethral orifice) into the bladder beyond.
Straining efforts forced urine through the same passage from
within outward. Further, the tumour was found to be inserted
into the right lateral aspect of the vesical cavity, and within the
prolapsed sac which constituted the tumour, a small, hard, new
growth, a true tumour, in fact, was detected. The sac was cut
away; but the child died. The right ureter was found to be
double, the branches opened by a single oriflce into the bladder.
The bladder was empty, the point of insertion of the amputated
sac was plainly visible, and corresponded to the site of the normal
dpening of the right ureter. The right kidney had undergone
cystic degeneration, and contained sero-pur lent fluid; the left
showed evidences of severe interstitial nephritis, and the left
ureter was dilated. Dr. Caill6' believed that the small tumour first
blocked the right ureter, at the) point where it was single, close
above the vesical orifice, and then, pressed upon by the urine from
above, it was forced into the bladder and out of the urethra, drag-
ging with it the ureter near to the point of its attachment to the
mucous membrane of that duct.

OLD FAMILIES.
IN our issue of November 3rd we inserted a letter from Dr. C. R.
Drysdale commenting on our annotation of the previous week
entitled " Old Families," in which we drew attention to some re-
markable, not to say paradoxical, conclusions of Dr. G. Lagneau
respecting the extinction sooner or later of "aristocratic " or in-
dependent families. The only expression, however, that appears
to have aroused his Malthusian ire is one we borrowed from Dr.
Lagneau's paper, though of course the facts are common pro-
perty. "The population of ,the Kingdom of Prussia is increasing
at the rate of 4.14 children to each marriage. Twenty-five years
ago the French nation increased at the rate of 3.08, but now only
at 2.97 per marriage." Dr. Drysdale's letter furnishes a striking
example of the way in which a man possessed by a fixed idea will
misread facts and figures, and draw from them conclusions the
fallacy of which he would instantly detect in the arguments of
an opponent. The low birth-rate and the absence of emigration
are amply sufficient to explain the contrast presented by the vital
statistics of France to those of Germany and England, hut cer-
tainly do not jutstify his flattering estimate of the national life.
Some of his conclusions are ludicrously weak, as that the French
are a "smore married" people than the Germans because the
excess of females in France is only 92,000, while in Germany it is
988,000. Certainly few Frenchwomen need remain single, and a
large number of German girls must perforce remain unmarried,
but the mere equality of the sexes does not of itself prove that
they are all paired off in wedlock. As a matter of fact, there are
more marriages in Germany, buit the explanation of the difference
is that, few Frenchmen emigrating, the normal proportion of
males and females is maintained, whereas the 900,000 German
men are seeking their fortunes in and contributing to the pro-
sperity of other lands. The larger proportion of adults in France
is, as Dr. Drysdale admits, the natural result of the lesser number
of children, but does not involve a longer duration, or, more accu-
rately, expectation, of life. If Frenchmen did actually live to a
greater age than their neighbours, the non-productive part of the
population would in time be increased by an accumulation of
aged persons, without a corresponding increase in the number of
boys and girls, the men and women of the next generation. The
fallacy of assuming that the food supply of a country, or, what iE
the same thing, the production of wealth Which may be exchanged

for food, is a fixed quantity has been exposed again and again.
Were it so, Russia and Brazil would be vastly more prosperous
than Great Britain and the United States, which no one will pre-
tend to be the case. A teeming population without industries and
commerce will of course live on the verge of starvation, but with
them the more workers the better. Ireland, if its people were
employed like those of Yorkshire and Lancashire, inl manufactures,
would support double the population that now ekes a wretehed
subsistence from the soil. The world is richer for the growth of
the prosperous States of North America and Australia from the
overflow of the prolific populations of Great BritaiII and Germany;
and Europe, not excluding France, shares in the additional food
supply. Had the Teutonic races been like the French and
Spaniards, Canada and the United States would have been as
stagnant as the republics of South America, while Australia wvould
have remained a desert. The Italians have for the last ten years
poured their surplus population into the Argentine Republic,
swamping the effete Spanish and mixed inhabitants, with the
result that ere long it will rival in wealth and progress the most
flourishing of our colonies, and it is remarkable that, while the
population of Normandy is the most stationary in France, their
descendants, the French Canadians, display not only an extra-
ordinary fertility, but a physical development and strength
equalling if not exceeding that of those of British, Irish, or High-
land descent. The social and moral aspects of French society
were exhaustively discussed in the year 1884, both at the Congro3s
d'llygi6ne at Havre and at the meetings of the Socidte de M6de-
cine Publique of Paris by MM. Layet, Javal, Rochard, and others,
who well described it as " starving the future for a present ap-
parent advantage," and pointed out that illegitimacy prevailed
exactly in inverse proportion to logitimate propagation, while the
slow increase of the native population oneouraged the immigration
of foreigners, chiefly Germans and Italians, of whom, in 1881,
there were over a million in France.

SCOTLAND.
GLASGOW UNIVERSITY.

Tuz public opening of the University took place on November 6th,
Principal Caird contenting himself, as his recent practice has been,
with formally opening the session, deferring his address till to-day,
when the students will he in a frame of mind more conducive to
listening than is usual on the first day of the session. The Lord
Rector Lord Lytton delivered his inaugural address, coming from
Paris for the purpose, in the Bute Hall of the University. Thera
being no accommodation for the general public, the audience con-
sisted almost exclusively of students aind others connected witlh
the University.

THE SCOTCH UNIVERSITIES: PARLIAMENTARY
RETU RNS.

IN connection with pending university legislation, a return re-
lating to the Scotch universities, ordered by the House of Com-
mons at the instance of Mr. Hunter, M.P., has just been published.
The return is of great interest and value, as " showing in respect.
of each of the universities in Scotland (1) the number of students.
for each of the years from 1861-2 to 1887-8, both inclusive, distin-
guishing the number of students in each faculty; (2) the emolu-
ments of each principal, profesor, and lecturer for the years.
1876-7, 1881-2, 1886-7; (3) the number of all assistants attached

F to any chairs during the years 1876-7, 1881-2, 1886-7, specifying
t in each case the amount of the assistant's remuneration, the source

from which it is derived, and the nature of the assistants' duties."-
3 With regard to the number of students, the return shows that the
t maximum attendance at lEdiixbiwgh University was reached in
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1885-6, when the total was 3,602. In 1887-8 the number had
fallen to 3,475. In the Faculty of Medicine, however, the mem-
bers show an almost uninterrupted rise till 1887-8, when a total of
1,891 was reached. In Glasgow the maximum of 2,320 students
in all the faculties was reached in 1881-2. In 1887-8 the figure
recorded is 2,188. In the Faculty of Medicine the maximum noted
is in 1886-7, when the number stood at 793. Aberdeen shows in
1887-8 a decided maximum, both in the total number of students
and in that of the Faculty of Medicine, respectively 918 and 406.
St. Andrews University, which has no regular medical curriculum,
shows a steady increase in the total of students up to 218 in
1887-8. The other returns, under heads (2) and. (3), are made with
great detail, and are pregnant with suggestions for the coming
commission.

EDINBURGH AND ST. ANDREWS UNIVERSITIES:
PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION.

ON Tuesday, November 6th, Mr. Moir Stormonth Darling, Solicitor-
General for Scotland, was elected Member of Parliament for the
Universities of Edinburgh and St. Andrews, in succession to Lord
Justice Clerk Atacdonald. The scat was not contested. Tile
Solicitor-General was proposed by Dr. John Duncan, Edinburgh,
and seconded by Professor Crombie, St. Andrews. In proposing
Mlr. Darling, Dr. Duncan took occasion to congratulate the con-

stituency as about to obtain a member who was able and willing
to promote by every means in his power the passage of the Uni-
versities Bill which had been introduced by the Government, and
wlhich was undoubtedly the best ever introduced.

IS THE EXTRA-MURAL TEACHING OF MEDICINE A
MISTAKE P

PROFEssoR BUTCIIER, P'rofessor of. Greek in the University of

Edinburgh, in an address to the Edinburgh Branch of the Educa-
tional Institute of Scotland, combated the view that extra-aca-
demical teaching was advantageotus to a university. He was in-
clined to think that such a system, introduced in relation to the
Faculty of Arts, would foster the worst evils of " cramming," and
tend to stunt the growth of higher and more individual scholar-

ship. In respect of the alleged success of the system in relation
to medicine, Professor Butcher spoke of the " criticism sometimes
made by eminent men outside Edinburgh that, while the Edin-

burgh School of Medicine had been a great instrument for the dif-
fusion of medical knowledge, yet, compared with the smallest of
the German universities, it was doing virtually nothing for the
increase of knowledge; and this decay in original research they
set down in large measure to the preponderating force of competi-
tive teaching for the medical degree, which was kept alive by
the extra-mural system."

GLASGOW UNIVERSITY GENERAL COUNCIL.
THE, half-yearly meeting of the General Council was held on Octo-
ber 30th, at the University, under the presidency of Vice-Chan-
cellor and Principal Caird. A feeling of approaching dissolution
seemed to pervade the meeting, which was very small, and devoid
of almost all interest. Dr. Ebenezer Duncan was reappointed to
the Committee, and the Rev. Dr. Brown, of Paisley, and Mr. Alex.
Ure, advocate, were appointed in room of those retiring. The Rev.
Mr. Hunter, convener of the Business Committee, moved the adop-
tion of the Committee's report, the nature of which was noted in
our last issue. Professor Dickson wished an addition to be made
to the motion, urging principally reconsideration of the question
whether the handing over of the financial administration of the

University to the University Court would not be likely to inter-

fere with the proper exercise of the other functions of the Court;
and the Rev. Dr. James Brown gave more direct expression to this

view by moving that a separate 'governing body, dealing with
finance, should be created for the University, sos s to leave the
Court free to exercise the higher duties of general superintendence
as a board of control, appeal, and patronage, suggesting that this
might permit the Court to be reduced in numbers, the proportional
representation of the various interests being preserved on it. Both
proposals were, however, withdrawn after discussion, as it was
considered undesirable to imperil the passing of the Bill during
the autumn session, by reopening the whole question of finance.
It was agreed, however, to add to the motion a clause stating that
the Council approved of the proposal of two statutory meetings
being held not requiring a quorum, but that for all special and
adjourned meetings the quorum should be '10 per l,000 on the
register. Dr. Wolfe then proceeded to move his motion, desiring
the Court to consider how the clinic of the Royal Infirmary' could
be utilised for University students, explaining that he thought it
possible for all interested in medical teaching in Glasgow to co-
operate for the establishment of one large clinic for the Univer-
sity, which would be more worthy of the medical teaching of
Glasgow than if the material were broken up by small schools. He
believed judicious concessions by the University authorities would
secure this peacably and without agitation. It was ruled, how-
ever, out of the power of the Council to ask the Court to undertake
any such consideration. Dr. Wolfe's second motion, regarding the
appointment of extra-mufal teachers as asse-ssors for degree exa-
minations, was uinanimously adopted.

.GLASGOW PATHOLOGiCAL AND CLINICAL SOCtETY.
A RECENT meeting of the Council of this S'odiety had under con-
sideration a remit from the Society -upon. the advisability of
having special evenings set ap'art for the consideration of (1) skin
diseases, and (2) healing and healed pathological lesions. It was
resolved that the evenings of December 17th and February 25th
be entirely devoted to the exhibition of 'rare and interesting cases
of skin affections, and that the evenings of January 28th and
March 25th be similarly given up to the exhibition of specimens
illustrative of healing and healed pathological lesions. It was
further resolved that gentlemen not members of the Society be
asked to submit on these evenings cases or specimens bearing on
the particular subject to be discussed, cases that may be or may
have been under their observation.

GLASGOW MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
THE medical section of this society met on November 2nd; the
President, Professor McCall Anderson, in the chair. Dr. John
Ritchie showed a lad suffering from bulbar 'paralysis, with evi-
dences of involvement of other parts of the' nervous centres.
There was atrophy of both optic nerves, some paralysis of portio
dura and ninth nerves, and descending sclerosis of spinal cord.
The disease was probably due to inherited syphilis. Dr. George
S. Middleton showed a man, aged 30, suffering from sclerosis of
the spinal cord, not referable to any ordinary type, but which
seemed on the whole most akin to locomotor ataxy.

4

-IRELAND.
THE Kilmacthomas Board of Guardians, by a majority of one,

have refused to rescind their recent order prohibiting their
medical officer, Dr. Walshe, from consulting in difficult cases with
Dr. -Mackesy, J.P. The only reason for this proceeding, is,
that Dr. Mackesy's political opinions are not in unison with' those
of the majority of the Board of Guardians.
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THE " EQUITABLE" INSURANCE CASE.
Da. J. C. SxrTH, who was found guilty at the Wicklow assizes,
and sentenced to six months' imprisonment, has been admitted
to bail until a point of law has been decided by the Court of
Criminal Appeal.

BELFAST ROYAL HOSPITAL: RESIGNATION OF
DR. SMITH.

Du. J. W. T. SMITH, the senior physician to the hospital, has just
resigned his appointment after twenty-four years' service. The
resignation came before the Board of Management on Novem-
ber 3rd, and was received with general expressions of sincere
regret. A resolution, moved by Mr. W. 1I. Dixon, and seconded
by Mir. R. W. Murray, 3.P., was heartily passed, thanking Dr.
Smith for his many years of invaluable service and successful
effort on behalf of the hospital, regretting his severance from the
institution, and appointing him one of the consulting physicians.
Dr. Smith's eminent abilities, both as physician and as cliiiical
teacher, have met with universal recognitioi, and his loss to the
Royal Ihospital is difficult to estimate. Ilis rapidity and certainty
in diagnosis, his remarkable faculty of clear and forcible exposi-
tion, and his thoroughness and simplicity in therapeutics all com-
bined to render him a great favourite with the students, by whom
his loss will be much felt and regretted.

BELFAST ROYAL HOSPITAL: OPENING OF THE
SESSION.

THir present session of clinical instruction at the Belfast Royal
lhospital was inaugurated on November lst by an address by Mr.
John Fagan, F.R.(C.S.I. There was a large attendance of students
and members of the staff, the chair being occupied by Dr. Richard
Ross, the senior physician l)resent, who briefly introduced the lee-
turer. Mr. Pagan begran by welcoming the studexnts, especially
the newcomers, to the hospitatl. lie wished the time hiad come
wlhen at least the seniior stu(lents coutld be released from the
drludgery of attending a successionI of collegiate lectures, and per-
mitted to spend their time between the diseecting-room, tlle
chemical laboratory, and the hospital ward. Ilractical work alone
would be found of genuiine service to them in after-life. Ile
would urge them to set before them those two chiefest virtues,
perseverance and self-reliance, to begin well, and to remember
that in the few years just opening to them they must forge and
temper the weapons which would serve them in the coming battle
of life. He strongly advised them to be diligent in case-taking
as the only efficient means of training their habits of careful ob-
servation. They must Ilot let their intellectual cultivation absorb
all their attention, to the exclusion of their moral and physical
needs, remembering the saying that " lie whlo cultivates his phy-
sical nature only becomes an athlete or a savage; he who culti-
vates his moral nature only, an enthusiast or a maniac; and he
who cultivates his intellectual natuire only becomes a diseased
eccentricity." They must exercise care in the choice of their
lodgings, as many a promising career had been retarded or cut
prematurely short by a leak in a sewer-pipe, anid must take heed
to food, exercise, and amusement. He warned them against the
snare of evil companionship, and exhorted them to cherish a lofty
ideal of the duties and privileges of the profession to which then
*had devoted their lives. On the motion of Dr. Byers, seconded b)
Dr. Lindsay, a cordial vote of thanks was passed to Mir. Fagan fo:
his admirable address, which was listened to throughout witl
great attention by the large body of students in attendance.

CEIRTIFICATE OF EFFICIENCY IN PSYCHOLOGICAL hiIiI)ICINE.-
The next examination (for England) of the Medico-Psychologica
Association will take place at Ilethlem lo1spital on December 20t]
and 21st.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.

AN ordinary meeting of the Council was held at the College on the
afternoon of Thursday, November 8th. The minutes of the quiar-
terly Council held on October 11th were read and confirmed.
A report was read from the Committee of Management respect-

ing the numerous rejections at the second examination of the two
Colleges. The Committee recommenided the following regulation:

Second Rramination.-XI. "A candidate is required to present
himself for examination in Anatomy and Physiology together
until he has reached the required standard to pass in one or other
of those subjects; but no candidate will be allowed to pass in
one of the subjects without obtaining at the same time at lea'st
half the number of marks required to pass in the other subject.'"
This Report was approved, adopted, and entered on the minutes.
The Thirteenth Report from the Committee on the Extension of

the College Premises was approved, adopted, and entered on the
minutes.
A report of the result of the meeting of Fellows and Members

on November 1st was presented.
The Council resolved,
"That they cannot accede to the requests contained in the fol-

lowing resolutions:
'2. That this meeting of the Royal College of Surgeons of Eing-

land is of opinion that it is necessary for the interests of the Col-
lege that immediate steps be taken to proceed with the coinsider-
ation of all the matters relating to the constitution and charters
of tlle College, and to the rights and claims of the Members thereof
wlhich lhave been under discussion in the course of tlle recent pro-
cee(lings before the Privy Counicil referred to in the Report, and
to submit to the l'rivy Council, for embodiment in a furtlher
Supplemental Charter, proposals for the settlement of the
said matters according to the general sense of the College; and
that the Council of the College be invited to appoint a Committee
to conlsider witlh representatives of the Associations of Fello% s

andNdembers of the College, the Inatters to be included in the
petition for such fartlher supplemental Chlarter.

' 3. Thiat the Coiniicil be respectfully requested to forward a copy
of the foregoing Resolution No. 2 to the Lord President.

'ii. That this meeting, hiaving taken note of the privileges at
presunt e`ioyed by Members of the College, as enumerated
in the reply of the Council to tlhe Privy Council (pages 26
an(I 27 of the Report), respectfully requests the Council to
add thereto the right of meeting at convenient times
within the College walls, for the purpose of discussing anIy
questions relating to their position as Members, in whichl
they may be interested; and with this object the Couincil is
hereby ieluested to enact a by-law, instructing the Secretary,
up(on the receipt of a requisition signed by twenty Members (or
Fellows and Members), to arrange with the Members forwarding
such requisition a convenient day and hour (within one calendar
month) at whichl suchi meeting may be held upon the College
premises.'

" That they deem it best, in the interest of the College, that the
Ldiscussion on the suhjects which have been in dispuite should

close with the grant of the supplemental charter.
" That they cannot believe that any advantage is likely to arise

from reopening questions which have been fully considered; and
on behalf of the College they trust that these questions will now

Lbe allowed to rest.
r " That copies of these resolutions of the Council be forwarded

to the movers of the resolutions at the meeting of Fellows and
MIembers quoted above."
A letter was read from Miss Johnstone, of Clarendon Place,

Leamington, offering for the acceptance of the College an in-
Yteresting letter from John Hunter addressed to the, late James

Johnstone, M.D., of Kidderminster.
Mr. MACNAMARA moved that it be referred to a committee to

r consider and report to Council whetlher it be desirable, and, if so,
1 practicable, that candidates for the Membership of the College be

examined in Operative Surgery on the dead body.
This was seconded by Mr. PEMBERTON, and carried; and the

following Committee nominated: Messrs. B3ryant, Macnamara,
Hill, and Sir William Mac Cormac, together withl the President and

LI Vice-President.
1 The Committee consider that this restriction will provide against the possi-

bility of one uf the suI,jects being taken tip withiout preparation.
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AMIERICAN SURGICAL ASSOCIATION.

Foe the following notes of the proceedings of the American
Surgical Association we are indebted to the report published in
the Medical Record of New York.

President's Address.-Dr. D. HAYEFS AGNEW gave a very inte-
resting and instructive address on The Relation of Social Life to
Surgical Disease. He gave instanices of the evil effect of muscular
restraint. The weak ankles and( everted feet often seen in chil-
dren he traced to the practice of using boots tightly laced above
the ankle even before the children could walk. The confinement
of the flexor and extensor muscles by this constriction prevented
that free play of movement which reacted so favourably on all
the elements of an articulation, so that, when the time arrived
for standing and walking, the muscles were unequal to the firm
support of the joinit; consequently, the feet turned outward,
throwing the strain on the internal lateral ligaments, which in
turn became elongated. The evil did not terminate there. The
calcaneo-cuboid and astragalo-scaphoid ligaments, losing the
proper support of the tendon of the posterior tibial muscle under
the abnormal tension, began to yield, and to the deformity of
eversion was added that of "flat-foot." That the above was not
a mere hypotlhetical explanation of the ankle defects he had many
times verified by finding the threatening symptoms disappear
after liberating the imprisoned muscles and subjecting the en-
feebled parts to a judicious massage. Under no circumstance
should instruments be applied, unless in cases where, from neglect,
the deformity was thoroughly established and was progressive.
In the treatment of commenicing bow-leg the limb was too often
trammelled with irons and the growth of the muscles arrested;
*whereas, if manual force were systematically applied two or three
times a day, the limbs would gradually assume their typical form.
He discussed the effect of attitudes maintained for many hours in
school. Stooping forward on a desk, the serrati and pectorales
muscles were relaxed, the erectores spinae and trapezii muscles
stretched; under these circumstances also the scapulee, the rhom-
boidei and levatores anguli scapulee muscles, being unop-
posed, were rotated into the position called by the older anatomists
" scapula alate." The round shoulders and narrow chests produced
by these mechanical means, and the evil intensified by long hours
of sitting, when the respiratory function was reduced to a mini-
mumn, led to the bent form, the pale face, languid air, and capri-
cious appetite of many schoolgirls; the remedy resorted to-
shoulder-braces and stays-in reality, by still further restraining
the muscles, increased the physical deterioration. Lateral curva-
tures might also be traced to constrained attitudes in school. As
in the case of round shoulders, so here in order to prop up the
falling column, instrumental contrivances were immediately
called into requisition. The body was encased in a formidable
coat of mail, to be followed by muscular atrophy and permanent
distortion of one of the otherwise most beautiful pieces of mecha-
nism in the human frame. Dr. Agnew condemned the use of stays
and other constricting garments, and traced many of the diseases
and difficult labours observed in women of the wealthier classes
to their failure in- muscular training. He also referred to the
injurious effects of ill-designed and ill-fitting boots, to the lesions
observed as a consequence of excessive indulgence in certain

games (base-ball pitcher's arm), and to the increase of defects of
refraction or other visual defects, which he traced to the excessive
use of the eyes from an early age under unfavourable circum-
stances. In conclusion, he discussed the relation of renal disease
to dyspepsia.

Excision of Joints.--Dr. JOHN ASHHURST, of Philadelphia, com-
municated the results of the study of excisions of the larger
joints, based on 120 cases in his own practice, Excision of the
shoulder-joint he performed by a single longitudinal incision, and
attached most importance in the after-treatment to the use of

Stromeyer's cushion; he repcrted four cases, all in adults and all
successful. In excising the elbow-joint he employed a longi-
tudinal incision on the inner side of the articulation, taking care
not to wound the ulnar nerve and to retain the attachment of the

biceps. As a rule, all the articulating surfaces should be removed,
and, within reasonable limits, the more bone that was taken away
the better, since flail-like union was less to be dreaded than anky-
losis. Ile reported nineteen cases with six deaths; two, where
the injuries had been very severe, from traumatic gangrene; two
from tubercular meningitis, one an old man from exhaustion in
the course of the fifth week, and one from delirium tremens. In
,excision of the hip-joint the incision was begun in the direction of

the fibres of the gluteal muscle, curved round and behind the tro-
chanter, and was finished by a straight cut corresponding to the
axis of the femur. While affording free exposure to the joint it
necessitated but little transverse division of muscular fibres. The
head of the bone might be made to protrude and might be re-
moved with the chain-saw, or, under other circumstances, divided
by a small saw in situ. It was his custom to remove both tro-
chanters and round off the sawn end of the femur. The operation
was one of great and rapidly-increasing gravity when once
puberty was passed. Thus, while he had had twenty-five suc-
cesses and only four deaths in persons under 15 years of age, he
had had only three recoveries and no less than seven deaths in those
older. Excision of the knee he performed by a single transverse in-
cision, and invariably removed the patella and all the diseased syno-
vial membrane; the bursa under the quadriceps tendon was
reached by a long incision on the outer side of the limb, and
either dissected out or its lining membrane scraped away. He
had performed the operation fifty-one times, and had only had
five deaths. In excision of the ankle-joint he made an external
incisioni curving around, behind, and below the outer malleolus,
and carried forward as far as could be done without endangering
the extensor tendons, and prolonged upward as far as needful in
the line of the fibula. A second smaller incision was made longi-
tudinally over the lower end of the tibia. It was usually desirable
to remove the whole astragalus. He had performed this operation
six times; two of the patients had died from phthisis four and
nine months respectively after the operation, which in itself was
attended with very little risk. Dr. Ashhurst said that he per-
formed excision of the hip as a rule only when life was threatened
by suppuration or its consequences, and Dr. LEwIs SAYRE ex-
pressed the opinion that there was a tendency to perform the
operation too early.-Sir WILLIAM MAC CORtMAC said that he had
heard with some surprise this recommendation to postpone ex-
cision of the hip until all other measures had failed. le had
performed the operation with advantage also in old-standing dis-
locations.

Cerebral Surgery.-Dr. W. W. KEEN, of Philadelphia, showed
three patients upon whom he had performed operations on the
brain. The first case was one of removal of a large tumour from
the brain; the second trephining for old depressed fracture, fol-
lowed by epilepsy, with removal of underlying brain-substance;
the third was the removal of the cerebral motor centre for the left
wrist and hand for epilepsy.
Suprapubic Cystoto?ny.-Dr. HUNTER McGUIRE, of Richmond,

Va., related two cases of prostatic hypertrophy in which the diffi-
culty in micturition had led him to establish a suprapubic fistula;
in the passive state the fistula was closed by the pressure of the
parts; when the bladder became full and contracted, the urine was
forced through the fistulous tract; the patients were able to retain
their water for several hours.-Dr. JOHN H. PACKARD read a paper
on suprapubic cystotomy, in which the views of Sir Henry Thomp-
son, accidentally omitted from a previous paper, were fully dis-
cussed.-Dr. S. W. GRoss, of Philadelphia, congratulated Dr.
McGuire on having introduced a new operation-the formation of
an artificial urethra in a new position-based upon a knowledge
of the physiology of micturition.-Mr. REGINALD HARRISON de-
scribed his operation by perineal incision for enlarged prostate.
He thought that all methods of operation should be remembered,
and each employed in those cases where it seemed indicated.-Pro-
fessor THOMAS ANNANDALE also preferred the perineal operation;
among other advantages, it rendered it possible to remove a pe-
dunculated portion of the gland, if such existed.-Dr. A. VANDER
VEER had found the results of Harrison's operation to be good.-
Mr. ARTHUR DURHAM emphatically endorsed the statement that
no one operation for stone was applicable to all cases. The man
who treated all his cases of fracture in one way, all his cases of
stone in one way, all his cases of prostatic disease in one way,
either had very little practice and experience, or he was a fool.-
Professor HINGSTON, of Montreal, thought that the suprapubic
operation was only applicable to certain classes of classes: 1, im-
permeable stricture; 2, prostatic obstruction; 3, tumours of the
bladder interfering with the lateral operation; 4, hard or large
stones.-Sir WILLIAM MAC CORMAC considered the operation to be
one almost devoid of risk, and did not think a drainage-tube neces-
sary.-The PRESIDENT agreed that no single operation was ap-
plicable to all cases. Suprapubic cystotomy was not void of dan-
ger, the bladder had been ruptured during the preliminary injec-
tion, and an unskilful operator might open the peritoneal cavity.
Laparotomy for Perityphlitis.-Dr. WILLIAM T. BULL (New
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York), in diseussing the treatment of perityphlitis, expressed the
opinion that it was justifiable to explore with a needle to ascer-
tain the presence of pus when a distinct " tumour " could be made
out. Symptoms of general peritonitis called for immediate lapa-
rotomy. In other cases it might be desirable to wait a week.
Laparotomny for Perforating Typhoid Ulcer.-Dr. J. EwiNG-

MEARS (Philadelphia) discussed the propriety of surgical
interference in perforating typhoid ulcer. He had only found
four cases recorded, all of which ended fatally; still, he thought
laparotomy would be justifiable in the third week of the disease
in mild cases, and in the stage of convalescence. He endorsed
Liieke's recommendation that the best operation would be lapa-
rotomy with the formation of an artificial anus.-Dr. R. B. BONTE-
cou (Troy, New York) had performed laparotomy in one case in
the third week. The patient died, buut he thought the operation
might be successfutl during convalescence.

Tracheotomy and Intubation.-Dr. GEORGE W. GAY (Boston)
read a paper on the comparative merits of tracheotomy and intu-
bation in the treatment of croup, and drew the following conclu-
sions:-1. Intubation may be tried in all cases of croup. 2. It is
preferable in young children, and in cases in which the tube must
be left entirely to itself. 3. It may be resorted to for euthanasia,
provided the operator is reasonably expert, and can do it without
producing collapse. 4. Tracheotomy is called for in those cases in
which intubation cannot be done, or in which it fails to give re-
lief, or in which the laryngeal tube is repeatedly ejected, or re-
quires frequenit removal for cleansing. It may also be required in
those cases in whieh suLfficient food cannot be aiven while the
O'Dwyer tube is in position. It is also preferable in cases situ-
ated at a distance from a surgeon capable of introducing the
laryngeal tube. 5. The tracheotomy instruments should always
be at hand in intubation in case of emergency.-Dr. H. IH. MUDD
(St. Louis) said t.hat intubation had been done as a precautionary
measure in many cases in which tracheotomy would not have
been thought of, and in some cases it was afterwards necessary to
perform traclheotomy.-Dr. IHUBER (New York) had had thirty-
seven recoveries out of ninety-four cases of intubation. It was
sometimes an advantage to use a small tube, which would prob-
ably be coughed out, and membrane along with it.

IRISH 1MIEDICAL SCHOOLS' AND GRADUATES'
ASSOCIATION.

THuE autumn general meeting of the above Association was held
on Wednesday, October 31st, at 30, Sackville Street, Piccadilly,
Professor A. MHACALISTER, F.R.S., President, in the chair.
A resolution was adopted on the proposition of Dr. H. M. JONES,

seconded by Dr. O'BRIIEN WILLIAMS, R.N., directing the Council
to take steps to hold a conversazione in London during the cur-
rent medical session. It was announced that future meetings of
the Association in the metropolis would probably be held in the
Medical Society's rooms, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square. The
Treasurer's (Brigade-Surgeon W. Alexander's) resignation was sub-
mitted at his request, inasmuch as, his present appointment being
at a Scotch station, he would be unable to be present at the
monthly meetings of Council in London or the provinces. A
reso'ution, however, was unanimously adopted requesting Dr.
Alexander to continue in office till the end of the current financial
year.
The autumn dinner took place the same evening at the Hotel

Victoria, Northumberland Avenue. Covers were laid for forty-eight
members and guests. The chair was occupied by the President of
the Association (Professor Macalister, F.R.S.). Among the others
present were Sir W. Mac Cormac (Vice-President); Dr. Macnaughton
Jones (Chairman of Council); Dr. R. Fegan (President-elect); Sir T.
Crawford, K.C.B. (ex-President); Director-General Dick, C.B.; the
President of the Royal College of Physicians of London (Sir A.
Clark, Bart.); the Mlaster of Downing College, Cambridge (Dr. Hill);
Professor Sir T. Wade, K.C.B. (Cambridge); Dr. Robert Barnes,
Deputy Inspector-General Lloyd, R.N., Surgeons-Major Roe and
Corbett, D.S.O., Drs. Donald MacAlister, Steet, Wilson Hake,
Bredin, Fancourt Barnes, Gaussen, Dudley Buxton, Mapother,
Kenneth Mackenzie (Oregon, U.S.A.), Gaven, Campbell Pope, Helen
Webb, Gilbart-Smith, Sarah Gray, Douglas Lithgow, Jessie Cross-
field, and the two Honorary Secretaries (Drs. Stewart and
Abraham).
The usual loyal toasts having been duly honoured, Sir T.

CRAWFORD proposed the toast of "The Medical Profession," re-

marking that metaphysical as well as physical, theological as
well as biological, questions must necessarily engage the atten-
tion of anyone aspiring to high rank in the profession. As long
as their recruits included such men of culture as the royal per-
sonage now a medical student, there need be no misgivings as
to the glorious traditions of their noble profession being worthily
s Lstaiiied.

Sir A. CLARK, in responding, said he was glad he held his present
official position in his College, if for no other reason, because it
had afforded him an opportunity of again enjoying the hospi-
tality of the Irish Graduates' Association. As a rule, medical
dinners were intensely dull and commonplace, but the alumni of
the Irish medical schools, when they assembled at the social board,
had a power-envied alike by their English and Scotch confrAres
-of making those around them feel for the time as if living in a
brighter world, illuminated by sparkling wit, where the ruling
spirits were good fellowship and the kindliest feelings of the
heart. The toast to which he was speaking was one he liked
better than any other to respond to, for he was -very proud of his
profession-one which, in purpose, in scope, in scientific achieve-
ments, in the self-effacement, and, above all, the self-denial of its
nembers, was absolutely unapproachable. As regards culture,
too, the definition he would give of which was refinement with
knowledge, the votaries of the science of medicine had opportu-
nities such as few others could possibly enjoy.

Sir W. MAC CORMAC, proposed " The Health of the Guests," cou-
pling with the toast the name of Sir Thomas Wade, K.C.B.,
whose distinguished career, he said, had been followed with much
interest and admiration by his Irish fellow-countrymen. He had
not only served in 1-her Majesty's Army, but had risen to the high
position of Envoy to China, the language of which country he had
become so proficient in that, when the Cambridge University re-
cently founded tlle professorship of Chinese, it was admitted by
all that no one could be found more competent to fill the chair.

Sir T. WADE, in reply, said he was always proud of his country,
for in every part of the world he lhad found Irishmen, and especi-
ally Irish medical men, occupying positions of great responsibility
with credit to to the land of their birth.
The toast was also responded to by Dr. TONNER (Ex-Surgeon

U.S. Army), and Dr. KENNETH MACKENZIE, the latter remarking
that there was still in the United States abundailt outlet for the
surplus medical men entering the profession in this country.
The toast of the evening, " Success to the lrish Medical Schools"

and Graduates' Association," was proposed by the MASTER OF
DOWNING COLLEGE, who said that the fact of the inumber of mem-
bers having increased more than fourfold in four years, and that
they had now nearly 550 names on the roll, was sufficient evi-
dence of their prosperity. The success of such a society was bene-
ficial to the whole profession, for the service they were doing to
the schools of medicine end licensing bodies of Ireland would re-
act beneficially on the other centres of medical education.
The PRESIDENT, in responding to the toast, said that not only

(lid their social gatherings afford great pleasure to each of them
individually, but the work accomplished by the Association gave
to the world at large a good example of the heartiness with which
they could labour together for the common good, and for the sus-
tainment of prestige of the Irish schools of medicine, notwith-
standing marked differences among themselves in matters of re-
ligion and general politics. lIe hoped that medical women would
not forget that it was through an Irish portal they first obtained
admission to the ranks of the profession.

" The Health of the Officers of the Association," was proposed
in a humorous speech by Dr. GILBART-SMITH, and responided to
by the HONORARY PROVINCIAL SECRETARY (Dr. Stewart), who
said they looked forward to a large accession of new members
before the end of the year, when the invitations would be issued
for the January conversazione.
The proceedings were enlivened by music, and the singing of

Irish melodies and other songs by Mr. GROOME, Drs. CAMPBELL
POPE, GILBART-SMiTH, and others.

REGULATION OF THE SALE OF OPIUM.-The Pharmacy Law of
the State of New York, we learn from the Medical Record of New
York, requires all preparations of opium and morphine, except
paregoric, to be labelled in white letters on scarlet paper; a law
passed last year further provides that a prescription, containing in
each dose more than one-fourth of a grain of opium, or than one-
twentieth of a grain of morphine, shall not be repeated, except on
the verbal or written order of a physician.
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