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Strangulation. The ligature was employed in three
cases in which the ntevi were formed, on the forehead,
on the scalp close to the edge of the anterior fontanelle,
and on the chest, respectively. The ages were 12 years,
21 weeks, and 15 months. In the last case, the nmevus
was of the size of a half-crown, situated a little above
the nipple, and was rapidly spreading. In each of these
cases, a needle with a double ligature was drawn beneath
the tumour and cut off. Two sewing-needles were then
passed at right angles to each other uinderneath, and at
a sufficient distance from the extreme edges of the
ntevus. In the case of the largest naevus, a groove for
the ligature was cut through the sound skin, and the
threads, drawn under the free ends of the two needles,
were so tied and tightened as to produce complete
strangulation. Sloughing soon followed. No untoward
symptom occurred; and a sufficient time has elapsed to
show that the disease will not return. In the last case,
chloroform was used; and the tumour was injected with
tincture of sesquichloride of iron, which effectually pre-
vented any loss of blood. An unsightly cicatrix makes
this procedure objectionable in the exposed parts of the
face and neck.
A case will sometimes present itself in which a con-

genital nuevus will increase; then become stationary;
and ultimately disappear, or nearly so. Such a one is
now under observation; and it is the more remarkable
as the child (aged 4) suffered severely in the last winter
from hooping-coupgh; and it is since its cessation that
the favourable change in tne nuevus has taken place.

In the following case the tumour was entirely sub-
cutaneous.

CASE. Renzoval of Erectile (7) Tunmour front the Chee7k.
On September 1Ith, 1841, a healthy woman, aged 35,
was admitted into the Infirmary on account of a tumour
occupying the right cheek. She first perceived it twelve
years previously; and as it has for some time been in-
creasing in size, it was decided, after a consultation with
my colleagues, to remove it.

It extended from the zygomatic arch nearly to the
lower edge of the lower jaw, and immediately in front of
the parotid gland. It had a firm lobular feel, excepting
a central projecting point, which was slightly elastic. It
hung by a thick pedicle from the under part of the zy-
goma; it was moveable. It lay immediately under the
skin, which was healthy in appearance; there were no
enlarged glands. An exploratory puncture was made,
but no fluid followed.
The removal was effected by a semilunar incision with

its convexity towards the mouth, and near its angle, so
as to avoid the parotid duct, if lyinig (as proved to be
the case) over the tumour. A small artery requiring a
ligature was divided; and the separation of the tumour
wvas afterwards chiefly effected with my fingers and the
back of the scalpel. The parotid duct ran horizontally
across the tumour, and was raised by a Pellier's spe-
culum till the tumour was removed. The pedicle was
ligatured and divided near its origin from the zygoma.
There was, at one point, slight adhesion to the buccinator
muscle. The edges of the wound were brought together,
and united by adhesion; and in eleven days, the patient
left the Infirmary with only a linear sear. I saw her
some time afterwards, but there was no return of the
disease.
On cuttina into the tumour directly after its removal,

blood of different shades of colour flowed from it,
leaving nothing but a beautiful reticular structure of
vessels and condensed cellular tissue, the whole enclosed
in a firm, smootlh cyst of fibrous texture. It was par-
tially lobular; its most projecting part had a purplish
hue. In its character, it seemed most nearly to re-
semble " erectile tissue," as described by Dupuytren. The
history of its growth gave no reason for supposing that
it was congenital.

SPECIAL TIIERAPEUTICS: an Investigation into the
Treatment of Acute and Chronic Diseases by the
Application of Water, the Hot Air Bath, and In-
halation. By J. C. LORY MARSH, M.D.; MIember
of the Royal College of Physicians, etc. Pp. 132.
London: 1863.

IT is a subject of great interest, that which Dr. MARSH
treats in this work; and his remarks are worthy of
the most attentive consideration from every prac-
titioner of medicine. We have been so much accus-
tomed to look on medicinal treatment as consisting
in the application of agencies ordinarily foreign to
the body, that many of us have all but lost sight
of the great influence which is exerted on the system
by certain agents always at hand, and forming, in-
deed, a part of the accessories of life. Again, as Dr.
Marsh points out, the internal surfaces of the body
(especially the stomach) have been regarded as the
medium through which our treatment is to be ef-
fected, and one of our principal objects habitually is
to call forth the activity of some one or other of the
internal secreting or eliminating organs, or to seek
to act on the skin by the internal administration of
medicines; while the means of acting directly on the
large extent of eliminating, if not of absorbing sur-
face, of the skin, have been comparatively neglected.
But it were impossible that a physiological agency

of such power as is afforded by the cutaneous surface
could altogether escape notice. Hence, in opposi-
tion to the neglect to which allusion has just been
made, there has been a violent reaction; and men of
limited ideas in science, but with an acute percep-
tion of the advantageous position to be gained by
taking under their special protection the neglected
skin, and the equally neglected means of acting
directly on it, have cried up the use of water and
the hot air bath as panaceas for all diseases, with
results that have shown the absurdity of their pre-
tensions. This, in its turn, has caused many practi-
tioners of regular medicine to look on these thera-
peutical agencies almost as inventions of the evil
one himself; and to eschew any practice having an
approach to that of the disciples of the "hydro-
pathic" and such like dogmata.

But, here as everywhere, to derive an argument
against the legitimate use of a thing, from its abuse
is altogether mischievous. The data which we have,
incomplete though they be as yet, are sufficient for
forming a tolerably legitimate conclusion, which
shall hold the judicious middle course between the
two extremes. Here is the position of the case.
The skin is an important secreting organ, and

performs an important part in relieving the system
during the course of many diseases.
The functional activity of the skin is capable of

being increased by the application of certain agen-
cies viz., water and hot air.

Experience has shown that use may be made of
these agencies with benefit in the treatment of some
diseases; and therefore-
The application of these agencies is one of the

proper and legitimate means which should be used
in the treatment of disease; under proper indica-
tions, and with the same care and discrimination
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES.

that we exhibit in the choice of any of the remedies
vhich wie administer internally.
This is what the author of the book before us

aims to point out to the notice of the profession.
He treats in succession of Hydro-therapeutics; the
Hot Air Bath; and Inhalation.

After some remarks on the extreme views to which
we have already alluded, Dr. Marsh states his ob-
ject, in regard to the use of water, as follows
"As reaards the uise of cold water, we shall treat

ehiefly of its value in acuite disease, especially in those
diseases which fall pi.n ipally uipon the skin, and also
in some chlioroic skin-diseases; and for stich use of water,
applied in the treatment of those disorders for which its
use is more generally indicated, and to wi,hich in parti-
cular it is capable of being applied, we woul(d employ
the term H-dro-therapeutics, as distitnuished from that
indliscriminate and empirical use of water in all diseases,
real and imaginary, to wlhich the professors of the art,
f'or scienice it (an scarcely" (riot aL at all, wee would say)
" be called , have chosen to fix the naitme of hYdro-
pathy.'
The indications for acting onl the skin in disease

are, Dr. Mlarsh points out: the hot, harsh, dry con-
dition of the skin accompanying high fever and

rapid pulse ; the presence of symptoms of oppression
in the nervous centres through deficient aeration of
the blood; the existence of " a correlation between
any affection of the skin and of soiiie internial organ
more intimately connected with life, the affection of
the one increasing as the other decreases" ; and the
manifestation, in chrotiic disease, of a disorder on
the skin, apparently acting as a safety-valve. The
first three of these indications are specially marked
in scarlatina.
Whether Dr. Marsh's explanation of the mode in

which the application of water acts in acute disease
-that it relaxes spasmodic constriction of the sudo-
riferous ducts, etc.-be correct or incorrect, he makes
out a good case in favour of the practice. lie does
not, however, attempt to claim originality; but very
honlourably disinters fromi its unmerited oblivion the
memory of the late Dr. Currie of Liverpool, who, at
the end of the last century, employed with great
success cold affusion in febrile diseases, and laid downi
rules for its application which, if careftully carried
out, would probably have gained for this mode of
treatment a more extensive acceptation than it has
hitherto enjoyed. AVe must refer our readers to Dr.
MHarsh's book for an excellent outline of the course
of practice followed by Dr. Currie. That physician
employed the application of water in typhus and in-
termittent fevers, in influenza, and in scarlatina, anid
even in traumatic tetanus. Ihis use of it, however,
was fitted to the stage of the disease atid the state of
the patient; and a perusal of his works, or of PIr.
.Marsh's abstract of them, will shewv that he exer-
cised, with evident benefit to his patients, as judi-
cious a discrimination in regard to the use of water
as any modern rational practitioner wvould exercise
in the adiinistration of tartar emetic, mercury, or
stimulants.

If, inideed, here as in other cases, proper precau-
tiolns be niot attencled to, the remLedy may prove only
the gate of death.

Dr. Currlie mentions that, in twvo case.s of scarlatina, cf
the most malignant natur e, the patients were taken omit of
bed under the low deliriumn, wit Ii the skin cool and moist
and the pulse scarcely perceptible, in which state several

;At46

gallons of cold water were poured over theml on the sup-
posed authority of hiis book, and, as miglht be expected,
vith an almost immediately f'atal resut. Sucit a power-
ful miiode of treatment is not to he entrusted to other
lhands than those ot a careful aind skilfLil medical ad.
viser."

Dr. Marsh refers, amonc the personal observations
which he has rmade on the effects of the water trcat-
meut, to the results which lie derived from it in
1842, while in medical charge of a pauper establish-
ment for children at Tooting, in which "a mllost
malignant epidemic of scarlatina" broke out.

"Ev'ery treatnment appeat-ed eqlually unavailing, unrtil
tile application of immersion in cold Nvater, or spongtng
the body with tlte same, was adlopted: afterwards, every
case in wlich the treatnent by {lee application of cold
water was used recovered, andi btut one case preseuted
any subsequent sequelie of the disease."
The notes of eight specimen cases are given by

Dr. Marsh; their characters being: 1, Sore-throat
and constitutional symptoms ; rash not developed,
but brought out by the cold bath; 2, Throat-synp-
toms malignant, rash imperfectly developed, but
brought out by cold sponging ; .3-6, Throat-symp-
toms prevented (would it not be more correct to say
arrested ?) by cold affusion; 7 and 8, Delirium sulb-
dued by cold sponging. The beneficial effect of a,
judicious application of cold water in scarlatina and
other febrile diseases has been confirmed in the sub-
sequent practice of the author, as wvell as in the par-
ticular instances juist now mentioned.
From this subject he turns to the use of warim

water in the treatment of pulmonary and other in-
ternial diseases. His plan is, to wrap the patient
(dlivested, of course, of all other covering!) in a blanket
wrung out of ihot water; and to place hima in bed
between lhot (lry blanikets, pretty much in the sime
manner as they use the wet cold sheet in bycdro-
pathic establishments in what is technically called
the " pack". Sometimes it is useful, where it is
wished to keep up a continttous action on the skin,
to apply a casing of oiled silk over the blanket. As
instances of the successful application- of this mode
of treatmenit, hie relates cases of acute laryngitis,
acute bronchitis, acute double pneumonia, and acute
rheumatism with endocarditis.
With the application of water, in all cases, Dr.

Marsh emnploys the ordinary appropriate internal
remedies; his object being to stimulate the skin to
perform its function, by meanis of the direct applica-
tion to it of such agencies as are likely to call that
function into activ-ity.
The Hot Air Bath, and Inhalation, have been

tested by Dr. Mlarsh in a similarly judicious man-
ner to thnat inl which lie has enmployed the applica-
tion of water in the treatment of disease. For his
remarks on these importanit agents, we must refer
the reader to his work.

In conclusioti, we have to thank Dr. Mlarsh for
calling the attenitioni of the professioil to those simple
yet powerful remedlial agencies of which he has
treated. They have been for the nmost part the ob-
Jects of extravagant laudation or of unjust neglect.
It is, howvever, but fair to allude to the attempts
that have been made by sonie o-f our hospital physi-
cians-such as Dr. Tiisdon. Bcnnett and Dr. Gooldlen
-to deiilonstr;ite their proper therapeutical value.
Put the professiorl at large requires to be ernlight-
encd as to their safety and their efficacy, when em-

- - [Sept. M, 1863.B'ritish Meclical Journal.]
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ployed under proper conditions; and great credit is
duie to Dr. Marsh for the attempt which he has
made in this direction.

OUTLINES OF A NEVw TiiEOnY OF MUSCULARt ACTIO-N;
being a Thesis read for the Degree of Doctor
in MTedicine, before the University of Dublin,
December 17th, 1862). By the Rev. SAMUEL
HAUGHTON, MT.D., F.R.S., Fellow of Trinity Col-
le0e, Dublin. Pp. 23. London: 1862.

THE title of this book scarcelv leads one to expect
what are its contents; although, in dedicating it to
Dr. Stokes, the author describes it as "an attempt
to determine some of the numerical laws of Alus-
cular Action." It affords, howlever, evidence of the
possession by its author of a kind of knowledgre
whiclh does not ordinarily fall in any great quantity
to the share of medical men, and which he is de-
sirous of turning to account in the elucidation of
physiological problems; as has already been shown
by his researches on the urine, published in the
Dublin Journal of MIedical Scientce.

This book is divided into three parts. In the first,
Dr. 11AUGIHTON treats of the Rate of Muscular
Action ; or, rather, of the susurrus or inurmur first
described by the late Dr. W'ollaston as being audible
duringr imiuscular conitraction. lIe has endeavoured
to ascertain the equivalent of this susurrus on the
musical scale; and has found it to be two octaves
below the bass notes C or D of the piano; corre-
sponding, in the former case with 32, anid the latter
wvith 36, vibrations in a second.

In the second part, Dr. Haughton speaks of the
Amount of Work stored up in 1luman Muscles.
This he has attempted to determine by raising the
arms horizontally, and noting how long they can be
kept in this position vithout falling. The results at
which he arrived can scarcely be stated in an abridged
form, so as to be intelligible.

In the third part, he has endeavoured to calculate
the Work done in a Day by the lIuman lIeart.
From calculations which he has made, he finids that
the average muscular force of a man is capable of
lifting 340 tons through one foot iu the course of
the day ; while the force of the heart is calculated
to be equal to a power which shoul(d lift 124 tons in
a similar manner. hence " the work of the heart is
more than one-third of the daily labouring force of
the whliole body."
An initeresting note is added to this part, dce-

scribing the mannier in which the author was
enabled to supplement a dleficiency in his knowledge
of thel hydrostatics of the humian heart-his data on
this point hiaving been derived from tlhe experiments
of the Rev. Dr. Hales on lower animals. l)uring
the remuoval of a tum-nour from the groiin of a latient
in the Meath Hospital, the external epigastric artery
was wi-ounded, and, before it could b.e tied, strong
jets of blood were thrown il various directions, vary-
ing in their range according to th2 angle of eleva-
tion of the orifice of the arterv. Dr. 11augh1iton
immnediately saxv in this accident the solution of the
probllem which had puzzled him-that of the real
hydraulic work of the human heart ; and, by a
series of measurements of the distances of the jets
of blood from the orifice of the artery, and calcula-
tions founded thereon, lhe foulnd the hydraulicI work

of the heart to be apparently capable of raising 121.8
tons through a foot in the course of the day-a
result which closely approaches the calculated mus-
cular work of the crgan, which, as has been already
observed, he has estlinated on other grounds at 124.6
tons.

Physiological science has to express its obliga-
tions to Dr. Haughton for his valuable contributions
to its improvement; and we hope to meet with more
of his researches on vital dynamics; a subject re-
garding which he shows a zeal and ability, that re-
mind one of another clergyman whose name is in-
separably connected with physiology-the Rev. Dr.
Hatles.

THE MEDICAL CHAuiITIES OF BiRntIrNGHAI1; being
Letters on Hospital Management and Administra-
tion. By SCItUTATOIS. (Reprinted from the Bir-
mizng1am Daily Gazette.) Birminigham and Lon-
don: 1863.

THESE letters have occasioned considerable sensation
in Birmingham, as might be expected, and are
worthy of general consideration. Though not from
the pen of one in the profession, they bear strongly
the impress of an active, earnest, and intelligent
mind. But in them we have looked in vain, we re-
gret, for an expression of opinion on the gratuitous
p1Cllic services of medical men, while the author
openly asserts,

';I do not lesitate to say, that one-third, at least, of
the patients who receive hospital relief in thlis town
lhave no right whatever to that whichi they receive. This
want of discriminiation not onlv tends to divert public
clharity from proper objects, but it is injurious to social
interests, and is a great and scarndalous wvrong to the
great body of medical practitioncrs. The authorities of
a properly managed hlospital lhave never to ask in vain
for tle gratuitouis services of mriedical men; but they too
often show tlleir appreciation of those services, by allow-
ing persons to receive the benefit of them, who are as
competent to pay for medical advice as the hospital au-
tlhorities themselves."
He dwells very strongly and properly on the im-

portance and neccssity of ilnereasing the medical
staff of hospitals to meet the requirements of an in-
creased population.
"Eighty years ago," lie says, " the general hospital of

Birim.ingharn admitted in twelve months 373 in-patients
and 411 out-patients. Tlhe medical staff consisted of
four physicians anrd four suirgeons. Last year, 2,612 in-
patients were admitted into the wards, and 25,002 out-
p)atients received relief. Is it credible (he asks), or
rather is it not ihuimiliating, tlhat during all those years,
when patient has been added to patient, bed to bed, and
ward to ward-whlien the population of the town has in-
creased eighlt-fol0d-there hias been no inzcrease whateter
in the medical staff!"

Again, he remarks, justly,
"1 `ostiitals slhouild secure the services of medical offi-

cers at a time whien bodily energv and enthusiasm for
wvork-when quickness of observation and bard study are
combined, anid are approaching tlieir culminating points.
Wlhen- mene retain hiospital appointments for twenty or
thirty years, is there no forgetfulness of their own dig-
nity or of the rights and welfare of others ?"
"It is a woeful sight,"says an eminent writer," when

the young usurp the place or despise the wisdom of the
aged; but there is a siglht miiore despicable still, and
that is, tlhe old age wlhich lIas learnt neither judgment
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nor gentleness, which is weak without charity, and cold
without discretion."

In Birmingham, the publication of these letters
must produce good fruits, and lead to improved local
government. The author asks for no indulgence
from readers, no consideration from critics, friendly
or unfriendly. He does not write without know-
ledge; and we recommend his timely e.vposg and
critical strictures on hospital administration both to
professional and public attention.

MIENTONE IN ITS MEDICAL ASPECT ; being Letters
addressed to a Medical Friend. By JAMES LEWIS
SIORDET, M.B.Lond., Member of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians of London; etc. Pp. ] 12.
London: 1863.

THis is an interesting and instructive account of
Mentone and its hygienic merits, by a practitioner
who has, we believe, like several others, made that
place his residence in order to the recovery of im-
paired health.

In his first letter, Dr. SIORDET gives a general ac-
count of Mentone ; in the second, he speaks of its
Climatology; in the third, of its Prevailing Dis-
eases ; in the fourth and fifth, he gives his Practical
Experience of the Climate ; and in the sixth, he
offers some Hints as to travelling, etc., which may
prove useful to invalids about to winter in the place.
Eighteen pages at the end of the book are occupied
with tables of Metcorolog,ical Observations made by
M. Jerome de Monleon, M. de Brea, and the author.

Dr. Siordet appears to have written impartially;
and, while he has endeavoured to describe the good
to be derived from a visit to Mentone, he has not
concealed its drawbacks, nor neglected to show under
what circumstances a sojourn in the place is not
likely to be beneficial. We can, therefore, recom-
mend his book as one among those on the climate of
Mientone from wvhich practitioners, having it in con-
templation to send any of their patients thither, may
expect to receive useful instruction.

THE1 CAUSES AND TREATM1ENT OF IMPERFECT Di-
GESTION. By ARtTHUR LEARED, MI.D., M.R.I.A.,
Physician to the Great Northern Hospital, etc.
Third Edition. Pp. 222. London: 1863.

Tinis edition of Dr. LEAntED'S well-known book has,
we are informed in the preface, been carefully re-
vised; and, while condensation has been kept in
-view, the chapter on Diet has received such practical
additions as appeared desirable.

NATIONAL SOCIETY AND ASYiUM-i FOR THE PREvE:NTION
OF INFANTICIDE. Under this title. a society was inau-
gurated oni the 3rd instant, at 16, Craven Street, Strand.
The promoters urge that the crime of infanticide has
prevailed so long without any attempt being made to
check it by any adlequate or organised means, that it is
scarcely a matter for wonder that the offence so nation.
ally degrading in its various phases, and so revoltina to
every natural and social feeling, should be on the in-
crease, whilst so many elements exist in society wvhich
conduce, directly or,indirectly, to the negation of healthy
moral principles amongst all classes in a greater or less
decree. (Social Science Roeimn_l

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH, 1863.

VACCINATION IN 1862.
THE Medical Officer of the Privy Council has just
issued a Report on Vaccination for 1862. The report
is founded upon statements made by Drs. Seaton,
Sanderson, Stevens, and Buchanan, who have visited
different districts-in fact, more than half England
and Wales. The picture they present of the system
established by the legislature as the national protee-
tion against small-pox is very unsatisfactory.
Owing to the general failure of the registers, it

is impossible to ascertain precisely what proportion
of the population has been vaccinated; but the in-
quiries of the iinspectors have led them to the con-
clusion that the intentions of the legislature are but
very imperfectly fulfilled, and that the public de-
fences against small-pox are in a great part insuffi-
cient and delusive. Among the elementary schools
visited by the inspectors, there were maniy in which
the proportion of unvaccinated scholars was from 20
to 30 per cent., and in not a few cases it was from
30 to 40 per cent.; in that of Penn, in Bucking-
hainshire, it was as high as 552- per cent. In thirty-
eight workhouses inspected by Dr. Seaton, there were
eight in which the proportion of unvaccinated chil-
dren ranged from 20 to 38 per cent.; and in seventy-
four in Dr. Stevens's district, there were twenty in
which it reached from 20 to 34 per cent. In at
least a third of the unions inspected in Wales, and
in muany other districts, not one-half of the children
are vaccinated within a year of their birth. An out-
break of small-pox induces a temporary comiiplianee
with the provisions of the Act ; but when the alarm
ceases, old habits of neglect immediately revive.
The responsibility for this dangerous state of

affairs must be divided between parenits and the au-
thorities, and officers who have been charged by the
legislature with the duty of carrying the law into
effect. The fault of the people does niot generally
extend further than to indifference and neglect. As
a rule, the vaccinators meet with no active oppo-
sition. In Abingdon, however, the inhabitants en-
tertain the greatest antipathy to vaccination, and
their aversion has increased of late years.

In many districts, parents believe that mischief
will result to their children from the taking of
lymph from their arms; and, to avoid this, they not
only refuse to present them for inspection on the
eighth day, but frequently hide them, to prevent the
vaccinator from getting at them. This feeling is,
fortunately, on the decline.
The chief blame for the defective state of vaccin-
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