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tration), and has a very large flange composed of soft material, which
not only h nders the tube passing within the thorax, but also rests
easily against the chest wall, not causing pain to the patient. About
an inch internal to the flange are placed three wings, which, resting
against the internal surface of the chest wall, hinder the expulsion

of the tube by the patient's respiratory efforts. That portion of the
tube situated between the flange and the wings is composed of a hard
material, which renders its compression by the ribs impossible, while
that portion internal to the wings is of soft perforated rubber, which
can be cut off to any required length.
The tabe is made of different diameters and lengths.
The advantages Dr. Heuston claims for the tube are:
1. The flange hinders the tube slipping within the thorax, and it

rests easily against the chest wall.
2. The wings prevent the tube falling out.
3. The hard portion renders compression of the tube by the ribs im-

possible.
4. The soft portion within the thorax will not injure or irritate the

lungs or pleura.

UNGUENTUM MENTHOLII.
MR. A. W. SHIRLEY, 30, Paternoster Square, London, E.C., has in-
troduced a preparation of menthol and lanolin. The softening and
penetrating power of lanolin is employed, and we believe effectively,
to help the action of the menthol when locally applied to relieve
neuralgia in all its varied forms as affecting the head, face, and limbs,
or breast, sciatica, etc. The application is said also to be useful as an
application to chilblains.

STROPHANTEHUS.
MRzsRs. BURROuGHs, WELLCOME AND CO. write: Referring to the communication
from Dr. Philippi, in the JOURNAL of November 26tb, and to several other
reports on the therapeutic action of strophanthus, and Dr. Philippi's suggestion
that further and more extended experiments should be carried out to determine
more definitely the indications for the administration of this new heart tonic.
We hereby offer to supply, free of charge, to any members of the profession,
either in hospital or private practice, in any part of the world, who will under.
take a thorough series of experiments, sufficient quantity of strophanthus, either
in the form of tincture, tabloids, or seeds, to enable them to carry out a com-
plete and comprehensive investigation.

It is well known that we have spared no trouble or expense in procuring the
veritable seed, the same as that used by Professor Fraser in his experiments.
All preparations ;ssued by us have been prepared from genuine ripe seeds of
strophanthus hispidus, carefully selected, and hence have been of uniform
strength. The failures in the use of strophanthus, so far as have reached our
knowledge, have been mainly due to the employment of the decomposed or worm-
oaten seeds which have entered the market.
In several cases where the employment of inert preparations of strophanthus

has given negative results, and strophanthus has been condemned and aban-
doned, we have had the satisfaction of supplying preparations which produced
positive results, and re-established confidence in the drug. We have before us
now a preparation supplied to a well-known dispensary in London, labelled
Tincture of Strophanthus, which shows every evidence of being prepared from a
worthless drug, and furthermore, is made with methylated spirit.

NEW VAGINAL SPECULUM.
MnssRs. ARNOLD AND SoNs write: If Dr. Floyer will be good enough to refer to
page 348, figure 1001, in our Catalogue for 1885, he will there find an instru-
ment depicted almost identical with that shown in the JOURNAL of December
17tb, with this exception, that our speculum works by means of a screw (instead
of a rack), which has the great advantage of dispensing with a side nut, the screw
arrangement being worked from the lower bar, renders the instrument easier of
adjustment. ___

EaPATum.-In Dr. Floyer's description of the Vaginal Specelum (page 1109), for
" with great care and celerity " read " with great ease and celerity.'

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1887.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for 1887 became dae on January
lst; and notice is hereby given, in accordance with by-law 5, that
Branch Secretaries' subscription-accounts close on October 31st, and
all unpaid subscriptions must be forwarded, after that date, to the
General Secretary, 429, Strand, London. Post Office Orders should
be made payable at the West Central District Office, High Holborn.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24th, 1887.

AN ARMY SURGEON OF THE SEVENTEENTH
CENTURY.

IN 1675: James Cooke, of Warwick, Practitioner in Physick and
Chirurgery, published his ellZificium Chirurgice, or Marrow of
Chiru-rgery, a manual intended principally for the use of military and
naval surgeons. " He had heard," he says, " in Marches complaints
that authors already extant though good, were as too great to be con-
stant companions, so of too great Price to lose, both which he hoped
would be removed by his Work. He had endeavoured to suit it both
for Sea and Land, that the young beginner need for it be troubled with
neither Chest nor Portmantue."
Nor was Master Cooke an inexperienced authority in military sur-

gery, for he had served through the Civil war in the army of the
Parliament. Being, in his own words, " Servant and Chirurgeon " to

the family of Brook, of Beauchamp Court, he had followed the for-
tunes of Robert Lord Brook, until that nobleman was shot at the
siege of Lichfield, in 1643, by a dumb gentleman called Dyot, a fate
which was looked upon by his enemies as an almost miraculous
punishment for sacrilege. As the poet said, speaking of the city of
Licelfield:-

'Twas ruined when fanatic Brook
The fair Cathedral stormed and took;
But, thanks to Heaven and goodSt. Chad,
A guerdon meet the spoiler had.

Our author does not mention the mode of death of his patron, but
incidentally refers to him in his directions for embalming:-" Embowel
the Corps, removing all the contained parts in the three Venters, save

the Heart, which may be embalnmed with the body. The rest are

speedily buried, unless the Body be far from the Place where 'tis to be
interred, and Friends desire they may be laid together. Then follow
the next course which I took with the Bowels of the Right Hon.
Robert Lord Brooke. I caus'd a Cooper to make a strong tite Barrel
fit to contain them, and to pitch it within very well, into which I
put all the bowels, with good store of Bran and some Salt; after the
Head being put in it was pitched very well, after which I besmeared
it with the Oyls after prescribed, and so it kept for a Month or six
Weeks, till the Body was interred, without any Offence."
We get, however, in incidental mention, a few graphic pictures of

some surgical incidents in the Civil War. Speaking of wounds of the
heart, for instance, Master Cooke remarks that the' symptoms are
"Much Blood gushing out, universal tremblings, Palse small and
weak, cold Sweats, oft Swoonings; and when the Limbs grow cold,
death is near. The knowledge of these symptoms," he goes on to say,
" led me to predict rightly that one, Moses Lander, Servant to Captain
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