
-184 ITHE BBITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. tNov. 26, 1887.

the centre of ihe Infirmary than the Small-pox Hospital was from
Kennoul, Causey, the Infirmary proper would then'be infected also.
The directors, however, determined to follow Dr. Stirling's advice,
and against this I got my dissent minuted in the record of the meet-
ing. A few weeks had scarcely elapsed before the surgical and medical
w6rdg became infected. There were three deaths from small-pox-
one a surgical, one a medical case, and one a fever nurse.

In 1876 the directors were again face to face, with the small-pox
difficulty. The cases were again treated in the wooden erection men-
tioned before, and with similar results ; again the neighbouring street
became infected. A largely-signed petition was handed from the re.
sidents in Kennoul Causey, requesting the removal of the wooden
building in which the small-pox cases were being treated. At the
first monthly meeting of the directors I took an opportunity of
raising the whole question de novo, with the result that the directors
passed a resolution that henceforth no small-pox cases would be re-
ceived into the Perth Infirmary. In this successful effort I obtained
no help from Dr. Stirling. The local authorities were then informed
of the determination of the directors, now backed up by a letter
signed by Drs. Frew,. Stirling, and myself approving of their decision.
The result of this was the building of the Perth Small-pox Hospital a
mile from the city.-I am, etc,,

JAMES P. BRAMWELL, M.D., L.R.C.S.,
And formerly Senior Visiting Surgeon to the Perth Infirmary.

SIR,-We beg to state that Dr. Simpson's letter, purporting to be a
reply to ours of November 5th, is from first to last a one-sided docu-
ment,; and in several instances a gross misrepresentation of facts. He
has not been careful to ensure accuracy even in representing his own
side of the question and the affairs of the Small-pox Hospital. Much
less has he been accarate about Infirmary affairs. Two examples will
serve to show this. He states: " At the time of the outbreak the
female ward (of the Small-pox Hospital) was clean, dry, well-ventilated,
and warm, and ready for the reception of patients." Is this con-
sistent with the admitted annual cleaning of the local authority
(denied by Dr. Simpson), or the repair and painting going on,
which the latter admits ? How could the place be all ready at the
time of the outbreak, when it required twenty-four hours to put it
in order after the local authority's aid was requested ? Again, be
states that two deaths from small-pox have occurred in the Perth
Infirmary. There was only one.

It is useless to enter into any discussion. We hold that we have
acted for the best in the circumstances, being forced so to act by the
unpreparedness of the local atthority. We have taken every precau-
tion to prevent the spre;ad of small-pox in the Infirmary and its
neighbourhood, and no patient of that institution, or outside, has
contracted the disease from Infirmary infection since the first cases
were isolated. The case recently admitted did not get infection in
the dispensary of the Infirmary; the patient came, two days before
her admission, to the out-patients' room ; previous to that she had
not been there for three weeks.
We are heartily willing to act in harmony with the local authority,

and will no doubt do so, when their medical officer of health ceases to
deal in personalities and misrepresentations of facts.-We are, etc,

DAVID H. SrIRLrNo, M.D.Edin., Consulting Physician and
Surgeon to the County and City of Perth Infirmary.

JOHN T. GRAHAM, M.D., M.R.C.S., Visiting Surgeon,
Perth Infirmary.

LEIIGH HUNT, M.B., C.M., Visiting Medical Officer,
Perth Infirmary.

Perth, November 15th.

ON THE THERAPEUTICAL VALUE OF STROPHANTHUS.
Sip,-At the Dublin meeting last August, Dr. Whitla commented in

his opening address on the advisability of collective investigation in
the study of new remedies. The justice of his remarks appears to be
most palpably evident in the case of strophanthus. As Professor Suck-
ling, M D., points out, in the number of November 19th of the
JOURNAL, numerous reports of cases successfully treated with this
drug have been published, but hitherto we have read of no failures.
No doubt many medical men have already found themselves disap-
pointed in their expectations of the action of. strophanthus, and the
voice of censure will probably soon be heard, even louder than that
of commendation.
Having had occasion to observe its effect in a number of our in-

patients, I feel justified in testifying to its having exercised a marked
influence in certain cases, while ia others it proved unavailing. From
reports published in Continental journals, I am inclined to bolieve
that want of success was in all probability Igenerally due to having

applied the drug in unsuitable cases; also, perhaps, to errors in dosage.
Anyhow I consider it would be of the greatest value to obtain some
further information as to all the conditions and diseases in which it
can be successfully applied. Of foreign publications I may be allowed
to call attention to the following: Dr. Pins, of Vienna- in the Thera-
peutische Monatshe/te of June and July; Prof. Dr. Drasche, Vienna, in
the WViener Medicinische Platter, No. 18-30 ; Dr. Hochhaus, Berlin
(Prof. Turbringer's clinique), in the Deutsche Miedicinische Wochen-
schrift, 42 and 43; Dr. August Csatiry, in Orvosi Hetilap (rep.
Therap. Monatsh.); Dr. Zerner and Low, of Prof. von Bamberger's
clinique, Vienna, in the Wiener Medicinische Wochenschrift, No.
36-40.
These reports comprise about 200 cases, including a large number of

strikingly, favourable results. At the same time, however, they tend
to show that the indications for the administration of strophanthus
are as yet by no means absolutely clearly defined.
Does it not seem almost a duty for English medical men to carry

out the experiments commenced by Prof. Fraser, and to supply the
profession with an ultimate decision on the question ?-I am, etc.,

F. A. PHILIPPI, M. D.
German Hospital, Dalston, November 21st.

FAECAL ANIMIA IN GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN FROM
14 TO 24 YEARS OF AGE, AND TREATMENT BY THE
NATURAL SALINE WATERS OF LEAMINGTON SPA.

SIR, -Under the heading " treatment " in Sir Andrew Clark's in-
structive paper on the above subject, read before the Medical Society
of London, occur the following words " Sometimes neither mixture
(a ferruginous acid, with sulphate of magnesia, and a ferruginous
alkaline with sulphate of soda) agrees, and then I prescribe sulphate
of iron in pills with meals and a saline aperient on first waking in the
morning." Allow me again to point out the extraordinarily good
results of treatment of fiecal antemia by the natural saline waters of
Leamington Spa. I did so belore, in my book on the subject, pub.
lishted by Lewis in 1884 and 1885, and also in a paper which appeared
in the -Dublin Journal of ledical Science, February, 1886. The water
which I invariably order in these cases is that from the chalybeate
well, of which the following is an analysis

Chloride of sodium ... ... 74.35
Sulphate of sodium ... ... 10.63
Sulphate of magnesium ... ... 7.65
Sulphate of calcium ... ... 17.61
Carbonate of iron ... ... 1.01
Carbonate of calcium ... ... 0.67
Carbonate of magnesium ... 0 03

111.95
The patient generally takes a half-pint of the water warmed at

bedtime, and another half-pint early in the morming.
The above combination has, in almost every case, the effect of clear-

ing the bowels of faecal matter, improving the digestion, and leaving
the tissues of the body in a healthier condition. From observation of
a very large number of cases of so-called faecal anTemia, I am led to
believe that the chlorides, which are largely present in all the
Leaulington saline waters, form an important factor in bringing about
a cure.

In addition to the aperient effect of this water generally and the
hbemoglobin-giving power of the carbonate of iron, the chlorides seem
to me to stimulate the construction of anaemic tissues as a whole, and
retard retrograde metamorphosis. Diet and general treatment, such
as Sir Andrew Clark recommends, are of course essential in such cases,
but the. medicine which I can with the greatest confidence recommend
to the notice of my medical brethren is the above. And in order that
I may make myself understood, I will slightly alter his prescription,
a4id say, "when neither mixture agrees, 'try the natural ferruginous
saline waters of Leamington Spa."-I am, etc.,

FRANCIS WILLIAM SMITH, M.D.
1, Bertie Terrace, Leamington.

ISOLATION AND EPIDEMICS.
SiR,-That it would be desirable (if possible) to utterly exterminate

scarlatina from this country, if we could also be able to prevent its re-
introduction from abroad, no one can doubt. In a country where the
sanitary arrangements are perfect typhoid iever will not spread ; but
itie and cannot be so with scarlatina; be the hvmienic arrangements
everis perfect, the power which patients have of communicatinge the
poison in the pre.rash stage, and the fact that cases occur where the
rash is absent and the patients are well enough to go about, will
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