
July 10, 1886.] THE BRITtSH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

resident. In 41 out of the 72 deaths, post mortem examinations were
made; perhaps in future it will be found possible to increase the pro-
portion.

It is melancholy to find that, out of the 850 patients in the asylum,
only 16 males and 49 females had the slightest prospect of recovery.
Dr. Williams reports that changes are still frequent amongst the at-
tendants and nurses, " though wages, leave of absence, accommoda-
tion, and privileges generally, are all greater than formerly;" he re-
gards this as largely due to the duties being much more arduous than
formerly, owing to the large increase in the number of violent and
dangerous patients. He has prepared a pamphlet, containing plain
hints on the management of the insane, a copy of which is supplied to
each attendant and nurse. Might not this, with advantage, be sup-
plemented by a course of lectures by one of the medical officers?
The statistical tables are the most complete, and free from error,

that have come under our notice for a considerable time. That cor-
rectness should be the exception, is surely not creditAble.

OBITUARY1
GEORGE OGILVIE-FORBES, M.D.

DR. OCILVIE, or, as he was more familiarly known to the past genera-
tion of students at the University of Aberdeen, Dr. Ogilvie-Forbes,
died at his residence, Boyndlie, near Fraserburg, on June 25th, aged
66. Professor Ogilvie-Forbes was formerly Lecturer on Physiology in
Aberdeen, and at the fusion of the colleges in 1860, he was appointed
Professor of the Institutes of Medicine, an office which he held until
he retired, through ill-health, in 1877, when he was succeeded by Pro-
fessor Stirling (who has recently been appointed to a similar chair in
Owens College, Manchester). Dr. Forbes has been in failing health
for some time, and, although he attended the meeting of the British
Association, in Aberdeen, in 1885, it was only too apparent to his
friends that his health was very unsatisfactory. It continued so in
spite ofa visit to the more genial clime ofthesunnySouth of France. Dr.
Forbes was secretary to the Medical Faculty for a considerable number
of years, and took an active part in connection with University affairs,
after the fusion of the colleges in Aberdeen. His lectures showed the
bent of his mind, which ever tended to take a wide view of the prin-
ciples of physiology, as manifested in the whole organic kingdom. He
published The Master Builders, and The Genetic Cycle, while he had a
strong leaning to zoological pursuits. After his retirement from his
chair, he resided on his estate, and lived the life of a county gentle.
man, taking an active part in the business of his county. He was
highly esteemed as a neighbour, while his unassuming manner made
him a favourite with all who knew him. His mind had a strongly
religious bias, and, in all his work and life, he bore the character of
a Christian gentleman " nearing the white flower of a blameless life."
His death will be regretted by many generations of students of medi-
cine of Aberdeen.

PUBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.

MR. SIMPSON AND THE BIRMINGHAM GUARDIANS.
SIR,-I am requested to inform you that, at a Council meeting of

the Poor-Law Medical Officers' Association, held on Thursday, July
1st, it was resolved that a memorial should be forwarded to the Local
Government Board, asking for a reconsideration of Mr. A. B. Simp-
son's case, in reference to the late Poor-law inquiry held at the
Birmingham Workhouse, when Mr. Simpson was called upon to re-
sign, through offending certain of the guardians, by not obeying a
verbal order conveyed to him by the Chairman of the Visitiing Coi-n
mittee, which practice, if carried out, the Council considers, would
lead to confusion and disaster. -I am, yours truly,

J. WICKHAM BARNES, Honorary Secretary.
3, Bolt Court, Fleet Street.

IRREGULAR AND ILLEGAL APPOINTMENT.
SIR,-The letter of " Clerk to Guardians,' In the JOURNAL of July 3rd, p. 52, goes

to prove that, though the letter of the law was adhered to, the spirit of the law
was clearly evaded in the above.

It does not justify, however, the insufficient notice, and the hurried way in
which the appointment was made, the more ;narkel, as a similar vacancy, a few
weeks before,- had been advertised in the usual Nway.

The misrepresentations 'by which the ex-officio guardian carried his point, led ti
the comment by one of the guardians, not present, that it was " a very sniart
trick," and it was remarked that " the appointment was obtained under false pre.
tences," with the commentary that " when a man obtains goods under false pre.
tences, he stands a chance of imprisonment; but when he obtains an appoint.
ment for a friend in this way, he does so with impunity."-I am, etc.,

YOUR CORRESPONDANT.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
IN the twenty-eight large English towns, including London, dealt with ii
the Registrar-General's Weekly Return, which have an estimated population
of 9,093,817 'persons, 6,182 births and 2;957 deaths were registered during the
week ending Saturday, June 26th. The annual rate of mortality, which had
been- 17.4 and 16.8 per 1,000 in the two precediig weeks, rose again during the
week under notice to 17.0. The rates in the several towns, ranged in order
from the lowest, were as follow:-Cardiff, 12.4 ; Brighton, 12.6;' Sheffield 12.9
Norwich, 13.6; Leicester, 18.8; Bristol, 14.4; Hll], 14.4;' London, 15,." Bir-
mingham, 16.1; Sunderlaud, 16.0; Bradford, 16.6; Derby, 17.6; Plymouth, 17.7 ;
Liverpool, 18.0; Nottingham, 18.7 ; Leeds, 19.1; B3irkenhead, 19.7; Huddersfteld,
20.0; Wolverhampton, 20.2; Manchester 20.5'; Blackburn, 20.5; Oldham, 20.8;
Newcastle'upon-Tyne, 20.9 Halifax, 22.7; Portsmouth, 28.7; Salford, 24.6,f
Bolt6n, 249 - and the highest rate duTing the week, 37.1 in Preston. In the
twenty-seven provincial towns,, the death-rate averaged 18.3 per 1,000 and ex-
ceeded by 2.9 the rate recorded in London, which, as before stated, did not ex-
ceed 15.4 per 1,000. The 2,957 deaths registeredin the twenty-eight towns
during the week under notice included 96 which were referred to measles, '83 to
diarrhoe, 56 to whooping-cough, 32 to " fever " (principally enteric), 24 to scarlet
fever, 21'to diphtheria, and not 1 to small-pox; in all, 312 deatths resulted froi
these principal zymotic diseases, against 265 and 295 in the two preceding weeks.
The zymotic death-rate Was equal to' 1.8 per 1,000. 'In London the zymotic rate
was 18, and corresponded with the mean rate in the twenty-seven Provincial
towns, among' which it ranjged from 0.0 in H'aliftx, and 0.5 in Leedts and in
Cardiff, to 4.7 in Bolton, 5.0 in Portsmouth, aind 9.8 In Preston. The fatal cases
of measles, which had been 89 in each' of the two preceding weeks, rose during
the week to 96, and caused the highest death-rates in Portsmouth, Boltobs, and
Preston. The 83 deaths referred to diarrhceal diseases, showed a- further mLrked
increase upon recent weekly numbers- these diseases were proportionally most
fatal in Derby and Salford. The fatai cases of whooping-cough, which had been
60 in each of the two previous weeks, declined during the week under notice t, 56,
and caused the highest death-rates in Manchester and Preston. The 52 deaths
from fever showed a slight further increase upon the numbers returned in the
three previous weeks; this disease was proportionally most fatal in Portsmouth.
The fatal cases of scarlet fever, which had been 23 and 35 in 'the twro -preceding
weeks, declined during the week under notice to 24, of which 7 occurred In Lon-
don, and 3 in Salford. The 21 deaths referred to diphtheria corresponded with
the number in the previous week, and included 14 in London, 2 in Birmingham,
and 2 in Wolverhampton. No fatal case of small-pox occurred during the week
under notice, either in London, or in any of the twenty-seven provincial towns.
The number of small-pox patients in the Metropolitan Asylum a6spitals, which
had been 29 and 21 at the end of the two preteding weeks, had further declined to
12 on Saturday, June 26th; 1 new case was admitted' to these hospitals during the
week, against 9 and 2 in the two preceding weeks. The death-rate from digeases
of the resliratory organs in London during the week under notice was equal to
2.4 per 1,000, and was below the average. The causes of 78, or 2.5 per cent. of
the 2,957 deaths registered during the week in the twenty-eight towns, were not
certified, either by registered medical practitioners or by coroners.
During the week ending Saturday, July 3rd, 5,609 births and 3,064 deaths were

registered in the twenty-eight large English 'towns, including London, dealt
with in the Registrar-General's Weekly Return, which have an estimated popu-
lation of 9,095,817 persons. 'The annual rate of mortality, which had been 16.8
and 17.0 per 1,000 in the two preceding weeks, further rose during the week under
notice to 17.6. The rates in the several towns, ranged in order from the lowest,
were as follow .-Salford, 18.3; Derby, 14.2;S-underland, 14.7; Leicester, ,15.7;
Brighton, 15.7; London, 15.8; Birmingham, 15.9; Sheffield, 16.8; Birkenhead,
17.0; Bristol, 17.2; Huddersfleld, 17.7; Bradford, 17.8; Liverpool, 18.2; Hull,
18.3; Nottingham, 18.7; Leeds, 19.4; Wolverhampton, 20.2; Bolton, 20.2; Nor-
wich, 20.4; Portsmouth, 20.7; Cardiff, 20.7; Oldham, 20.8; Newcastle-upon-Tyne
21.9; Blackburn 22.7; alifax, '23.3; Plymouth, 25.9; Manchester, 26.9; and
the highest rate during the week, 30.4 in Preston. The death-rate in the twenty-
seven provincial towns averaged 19.1 per 1,0d0, and exceeded by 3.8 the rate
recorded in London, which, as before stated wags only 15.8 per 1,000. The 3,064
deaths registered in the twenty-eight towns auring the week under notice included
333 which were referred td the principal zymotic diseases, against numbers in-
creasing from 263 to 312 in the three preceding weeks; of these, 115 resulted
from measles, 86 from diarrhoa, 67 from whooping-cough, 30 from "I fever" (prin-
cipally enteric), 20 from scarlet fever, '15 from diphtheria, and not one from small-
pox. These 833 deaths were equal to an annual rate of 1.9 per 1,000. The
zymotic death-rate in London during the week under notice was equal to 1.8,
while it averaged 2.0 per 1,000, in 'the twenty-seven provincial towns, and ranged
from 0.0 in Wolverhampton, in Derby, and in Sunderlandi to 5.2 in Bolton, 5.7
in Portsmouth, and 9.3 in Preston. The deaths referred to measles, which had
been 89 and 96 in the two preceding weeks, further rose to 115 during the week,
and showed the largest proportional fatality in Portsmouth, Bolton, and Preston.
The fatal cases of diarrhoea, which in the six previous weeks had steadily in-
creased' from 27 to 83, further rose to 86, and caused the highest death-rates in
Leeds and Blackburn. The deaths referred to whooping-cough, which had been
60 and '56 in the two preceding'weeks2 rose again during the week under notice
to Q7, and showed the highest proportional fatality in Manchester and Salford.
The 32 fatal cases of " fever" were within 2 of the number in the previous week;
this disease caused the highest death-rates in Portsmouth and Birkenhead. The
deaths referred to scarlel fever, which had been 35 and 24 in the two preced-
ing weeks, further declined during the week under notice to 20. The 15 fatal
cases of diphtheria showed a decline of 5 from the number in the preceding week,
and included 9 in London, 3 in Liverpool, and 2 in Nottingham. No death from
simiall-pox was registered during the week under notice, either in London, or in
any of the twenty-seven large provincial towns. The number of small-pox
patients in the Metropolitan Asylis Hospitals, which had been 29, 21, and 12
at the end of the three preceding weeks, had further declined tol1O on' Saturday,
Juily 3rd ; 2 new cases were admitted to these hospitals during the week, against
9.2, and 1 in the three, previous weeks. The death-rate from diseases of the respi-
ratory organs in Londot d'uring the week uinder notice was equiAl to 2.5' per 1,000,
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